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America First Committee: A committee organized by isolationists 

in 1940 to oppose the entrance of the United States into World 

War II. The membership of the committee included senators, 

journalists, and publishers and such well-respected figures as 

the aviator Charles Lindbergh. (p. 771)

American, or Know-Nothing, Party: A political party formed in 

1851 that drew on the anti-immigrant and anti-Catholic move-

ments of the 1840s. In 1854, the party gained control of the state 

governments of Massachusetts and Pennsylvania. (p. 432)

American Civil Liberties Union: An organization formed during 

the Red Scare to protect free speech rights. (p. 713)

American Colonization Society: A society founded by Henry Clay 

and other prominent citizens in 1817. The society argued that 

slaves had to be freed and then resettled, in Africa or elsewhere. 

(p. 267)

American exceptionalism: The idea that the United States has a 

unique destiny to foster democracy and civilization on the world 

stage. (p. 674)

American Federation of Labor: Organization created by Samuel 

Gompers in 1886 that coordinated the activities of craft unions 

and called for direct negotiation with employers in order to 

achieve benefits for skilled workers. (p. 570)

American GI Forum: A group founded by World War II veterans 

in Corpus Christi, Texas, in 1948 to protest the poor treatment 

of Mexican American soldiers and veterans. (p. 877)

American Indian Movement (AIM): Organization established in 

1968 to address the problems Indians faced in American cities, 

including poverty and police harassment. AIM organized Indi-

ans to end relocation and termination policies and to win greater 

control over their cultures and communities. (p. 898)

American Protective Association: A powerful political organi-

zation of militant Protestants, which for a brief period in the 

1890s counted more than two million members. In its viru-

lent anti-Catholicism and calls for restrictions on immigrants, 

the APA prefigured the revived Ku Klux Klan of the 1920s. 

(p. 600)

American Recovery and Reinvestment Act: An economic stimu-

lus bill passed in 2009, in response to the Great Recession, that 

provided $787 billion to state and local governments for schools, 

hospitals, and transportation projects. It was one of the largest 

single packages of government spending in American history. 

(p. 1031)

American Renaissance: A literary explosion during the 1840s 

inspired in part by Emerson’s ideas on the liberation of the indi-

vidual. (p. 346)

American System: The mercantilist system of national economic 

development advocated by Henry Clay and adopted by John 

Quincy Adams, with a national bank to manage the nation’s 

abolitionism: The social reform movement to end slavery immedi-

ately and without compensation that began in the United States 

in the 1830s. (p. 357)

Abu Ghraib prison: A prison just outside Baghdad, Iraq, where 

American guards were photographed during the Iraq War abus-

ing and torturing suspected insurgents. (p. 1029)

Adams-Onís Treaty: An 1819 treaty in which John Quincy Adams 

persuaded Spain to cede the Florida territory to the United 

States. In return, the American government accepted Spain’s 

claim to Texas and agreed to a compromise on the western 

boundary for the state of Louisiana. (p. 243)

Adkins v. Children’s Hospital: The 1923 Supreme Court case that 

voided a minimum wage for women workers in the District of 

Columbia, reversing many of the gains that had been achieved 

through the groundbreaking decision in Muller v. Oregon. (p. 707)

Advanced Research Projects Agency Network (ARPANET): A 

decentralized computer network developed in the late 1960s 

by the U.S. Department of Defense in conjunction with the 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology. The Internet grew out of 

the ARPANET. (p. 1012)

affirmative action: Policies established in the 1960s and 1970s by 

governments, businesses, universities, and other institutions to 

overcome the effects of past discrimination against specific 

groups such as racial and ethnic minorities and women. Mea-

sures to ensure equal opportunity include setting goals for the 

admission, hiring, and promotion of minorities; considering 

minority status when allocating resources; and actively encour-

aging victims of past discrimination to apply for jobs and other 

resources. (p. 950)

The Affluent Society: A 1958 book by John Kenneth Galbraith that 

analyzed the nation’s successful middle class and argued that the 

poor were only an “afterthought” in the minds of economists 

and politicians. (p. 843)

Agricultural Adjustment Act: New Deal legislation passed in May 

1933 that aimed at cutting agricultural production to raise crop 

prices and thus farmers’ income. (p. 741)

Al Qaeda: A network of radical Islamic terrorists organized by 

Osama bin Laden, who issued a call for holy war against Ameri-

cans and their allies. Members of Al Qaeda were responsible for 

the 9/11 terrorist attacks. (p. 1002)

Alamo: The 1836 defeat by the Mexican army of the Texan garrison 

defending the Alamo in San Antonio. Newspapers urged Amer-

icans to “Remember the Alamo,” and American adventurers, 

lured by offers of land grants, flocked to Texas to join the rebel 

forces. (p. 391)

amalgamation: A term for racial mixing and intermarriage, almost 

universally opposed by whites in the nineteenth-century United 

States. (p. 364)
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financial system; protective tariffs to provide revenue and 

encourage industry; and a nationally funded network of roads, 

canals, and railroads. (p. 319)

American Temperance Society: A society invigorated by evangeli-

cal Protestants in 1832 that set out to curb the consumption of 

alcoholic beverages. (p. 310)

American Woman Suffrage Association: A women’s suffrage orga-

nization led by Lucy Stone, Henry Blackwell, and others who 

remained loyal to the Republican Party, despite its failure to 

include women’s voting rights in the Reconstruction Amend-

ments. Stressing the urgency of voting rights for African Ameri-

can men, AWSA leaders held out hope that once Reconstruction 

had been settled, it would be women’s turn. (p. 486)

anarchism: The advocacy of a stateless society achieved by revolu-

tionary means. Feared for their views, anarchists became scape-

goats for the 1886 Haymarket Square bombing. (p. 568)

animism: Spiritual beliefs that center on the natural world. Animists 

do not worship a supernatural God; instead, they pay homage to 

spirits and spiritual forces that they believe dwell in the natural 

world. (p. 17)

Antifederalists: Opponents of ratification of the Constitution. 

Antifederalists feared that a powerful and distant central gov-

ernment would be out of touch with the needs of citizens. They 

also complained that it failed to guarantee individual liberties in 

a bill of rights. (p. 207)

Articles of Confederation: The written document defining the struc-

ture of the government from 1781 to 1788, under which the Union 

was a confederation of equal states, with no executive and limited 

powers, existing mainly to foster a common defense. (p. 200)

artisan republicanism: An ideology that celebrated small-scale 

producers, men and women who owned their own shops (or 

farms). It defined the ideal republican society as one constituted 

by, and dedicated to the welfare of, independent workers and 

citizens. (p. 291)

associated state: A system of voluntary business cooperation with 

government. The Commerce Department helped create two 

thousand trade associations representing companies in almost 

every major industry. (p. 710)

Atlanta Compromise: An 1895 address by Booker T. Washington 

that urged whites and African Americans to work together for 

the progress of all. Delivered at the Cotton States Exposition in 

Atlanta, the speech was widely interpreted as approving racial 

segregation. (p. 587)

Atlantic Charter: A press release by President Roosevelt and Brit-

ish prime minister Winston Churchill in August 1941 calling for 

economic cooperation, national self-determination, and guar-

antees of political stability after the war. (p. 772)

baby boom: The surge in the American birthrate between 1945 and 

1965, which peaked in 1957 with 4.3 million births. (p. 850)

Bakke v. University of California: 1978 Supreme Court ruling that 

limited affirmative action by rejecting a quota system. (p. 951)

Bank of the United States: A bank chartered in 1790 and jointly 

owned by private stockholders and the national government. 

Alexander Hamilton argued that the bank would provide stabil-

ity to the specie-starved American economy by making loans 

to merchants, handling government funds, and issuing bills of 

credit. (p. 218)

Battle of Little Big Horn: The 1876 battle begun when American 

cavalry under George Armstrong Custer attacked an encamp-

ment of Sioux, Arapaho, and Cheyenne Indians who resisted 

removal to a reservation. Custer’s force was annihilated, but with 

whites calling for U.S. soldiers to retaliate, the Native American 

military victory was short-lived. (p. 533)

Battle of Long Island (1776): First major engagement of the new 

Continental army, defending against 32,000 British troops out-

side of New York City. (p. 184)

Battle of Saratoga (1777): A multistage battle in New York ending 

with the surrender of British general John Burgoyne. The victory 

ensured the diplomatic success of American representatives in 

Paris, who won a military alliance with France. (p. 187)

Battle of Tippecanoe: An attack on Shawnee Indians at Prophets-

town on the Tippecanoe River in 1811 by American forces 

headed by William Henry Harrison, Indiana’s territorial gover-

nor. The governor’s troops traded heavy casualties with the con-

federacy’s warriors and then destroyed the holy village. (p. 236)

Battle of Yorktown (1781): A battle in which French and American 

troops and a French fleet trapped the British army under the 

command of General Charles Cornwallis at Yorktown, Virginia. 

The Franco-American victory broke the resolve of the British 

government. (p. 195)

Bay of Pigs: A failed U.S.-sponsored invasion of Cuba in 1961 by 

anti-Castro forces who planned to overthrow Fidel Castro’s gov-

ernment. (p. 830)

Beats: A small group of literary figures based in New York City and 

San Francisco in the 1950s who rejected mainstream culture and 

instead celebrated personal freedom, which often included drug 

consumption and casual sex. (p. 849)

Benevolent Empire: A broad-ranging campaign of moral and insti-

tutional reforms inspired by evangelical Christian ideals and 

endorsed by upper-middle-class men and women in the 1820s 

and 1830s. (p. 305)

benevolent masters: Slave owners who considered themselves 

committed to the welfare of their slaves. (p. 382)

Bill of Rights: The first ten amendments to the Constitution, offi-

cially ratified by 1791. The amendments safeguarded fundamen-

tal personal rights, including freedom of speech and religion, 

and mandated legal procedures, such as trial by jury. (p. 216)

Black Codes: Laws passed by southern states after the Civil War 

that denied ex-slaves the civil rights enjoyed by whites, punished 

vague crimes such as “vagrancy” or failing to have a labor con-

tract, and tried to force African Americans back to plantation labor 

systems that closely mirrored those in slavery times. (p. 481)

black nationalism: a major strain of African American thought 

that emphasized black racial pride and autonomy. Present in 

black communities for centuries, it periodically came to the fore, 

as in Marcus Garvey’s pan-Africanist movement in the early 
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twentieth century and in various organizations in the 1960s and 

1970s, such as the Nation of Islam and the Black Panther Party. 

(p. 892)

Black Panther Party: A militant organization dedicated to protect-

ing African Americans from police violence, founded in Oak-

land, California, in 1966 by Huey Newton and Bobby Seale. In 

the late 1960s the organization spread to other cities, where 

members undertook a wide range of community-organizing 

projects, but the Panthers’ radicalism and belief in armed self-

defense resulted in violent clashes with police. (p. 894)

black Protestantism: A form of Protestantism that was devised by 

Christian slaves in the Chesapeake and spread to the Cotton 

South as a result of the domestic slave trade. It emphasized the 

evangelical message of emotional conversion, ritual baptism, 

communal spirituality, and the idea that blacks were “children of 

God” and should be treated accordingly. (p. 395)

“Bleeding Kansas”: Term for the bloody struggle between pro-

slavery and antislavery factions in Kansas following its organiza-

tion as a territory in the fall of 1854. (p. 433)

blues: A form of American music that originated in the Deep South, 

especially from the black workers in the cotton fields of the Mis-

sissippi Delta. (p. 618)

Bonus Army: A group of 15,000 unemployed World War I veterans 

who set up camps near the Capitol building in 1932 to demand 

immediate payment of pension awards due to be paid in 1945. 

(p. 738)

Bretton Woods: An international conference in New Hampshire in 

July 1944 that established the World Bank and the International 

Monetary Fund (IMF). (p. 840)

Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters: A prominent black trade 

union of railroad car porters working for the Pullman Company. 

(p. 873) 

Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka: Supreme Court ruling that 

overturned the “separate but equal” precedent established in 

Plessy v. Ferguson in 1896. The Court declared that separate edu-

cational facilities were inherently unequal and thus violated the 

Fourteenth Amendment. (p. 878)

Burlingame Treaty: An 1868 treaty that guaranteed the rights of 

U.S. missionaries in China and set official terms for the emigra-

tion of Chinese laborers to work in the United States. (p. 511)

Californios: The elite Mexican ranchers in the province of Cali-

fornia. (p. 415)

carpetbaggers: A derisive name given by ex-Confederates to north-

erners who, motivated by idealism or the search for personal 

opportunity or profit, moved to the South during Reconstruc-

tion. (p. 493)

caucus: A meeting held by a political party to choose candidates, 

make policies, and enforce party discipline. (p. 318)

chattel principle: A system of bondage in which a slave has the 

legal status of property and so can be bought and sold. (p. 381)

chattel slavery: A system of bondage in which a slave has the legal 

status of property and so can be bought and sold like property. 

(p. 40)

Chicago school: A school of architecture dedicated to the design of 

buildings whose form expressed, rather than masked, their 

structure and function. (p. 608)

Chicano Moratorium Committee: Group founded by activist Lati-

nos to protest the Vietnam War. (p. 923)

Chinese Exclusion Act: The 1882 law that barred Chinese laborers 

from entering the United States. It continued in effect until the 

1940s. (p. 561)

Christianity: A religion that holds the belief that Jesus Christ was 

himself divine. For centuries, the Roman Catholic Church was 

the great unifying institution in Western Europe, and it was 

from Europe that Christianity spread to the Americas. (p. 21) 

“City Beautiful” movement: A turn-of-the-twentieth-century 

movement that advocated landscape beautification, play-

grounds, and more and better urban parks. (p. 626)

civic humanism: The belief that individuals owe a service to their 

community and its government. During the Renaissance, politi-

cal theorists argued that selfless service to the polity was of criti-

cal importance in a self-governing republic. (p. 20)

Civil Rights Act of 1866: Legislation passed by Congress that nul-

lified the Black Codes and affirmed that African Americans 

should have equal benefit of the law. (p. 481)

Civil Rights Act of 1875: A law that required “full and equal” access 

to jury service and to transportation and public accommoda-

tions, irrespective of race. (p. 496)

Civil Rights Act of 1964: Law that responded to demands of the 

civil rights movement by making discrimination in employ-

ment, education, and public accommodations illegal. It was the 

strongest such measure since Reconstruction and included a 

ban on sex discrimination in employment. (p. 890)

Civil Rights Cases: A series of 1883 Supreme Court decisions that 

struck down the Civil Rights Act of 1875, rolling back key 

Reconstruction laws and paving the way for later decisions that 

sanctioned segregation. (p. 500)

Civilian Conservation Corps: Federal relief program that pro-

vided jobs to millions of unemployed young men who built 

thousands of bridges, roads, trails, and other structures in state 

and national parks, bolstering the national infrastructure. (p. 741)

classical liberalism, or laissez-faire: The principle that the less 

government does, the better, particularly in reference to the 

economy. (p. 332)

classical liberalism: The political ideology of individual liberty, 

private property, a competitive market economy, free trade, and 

limited government. The idea being that the less government 

does, the better, particularly in reference to economic policies 

such as tariffs and incentives for industrial development. Attack-

ing corruption and defending private property, late-nineteenth-

century liberals generally called for elite governance and 

questioned the advisability of full democratic participation. 

(p. 498)

Clayton Antitrust Act: A 1914 law that strengthened federal defi-

nitions of “monopoly” and gave more power to the Justice 

Department to pursue antitrust cases; it also specified that labor 
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unions could not generally be prosecuted for “restraint of trade,” 

ensuring that antitrust laws would apply to corporations rather 

than unions. (p. 662)

closed shop: A workplace in which a job seeker had to be a union 

member to gain employment. The closed shop was advocated by 

craft unions as a method of keeping out lower-wage workers and 

strengthening the unions’ bargaining position with employers. 

(p. 570)

coastal trade: The domestic slave trade with routes along the Atlan-

tic coast that sent thousands of slaves to sugar plantations in 

Louisiana and cotton plantations in the Mississippi Valley. (p. 380)

code talkers: Native American soldiers trained to use native lan-

guages to send messages in battle during World War II. Neither 

the Japanese nor the Germans could decipher the codes used by 

these Navajo, Comanche, Choctaw, and Cherokee speakers, and 

the messages they sent gave the Allies great advantage in the 

battle of Iwo Jima, among many others. (p. 776)

Coercive Acts: Four British acts of 1774 meant to punish Massa-

chusetts for the destruction of three shiploads of tea. Known in 

America as the Intolerable Acts, they led to open rebellion in the 

northern colonies. (p. 168)

Cold War liberalism: A combination of moderate liberal policies 

that preserved the programs of the New Deal welfare state and 

forthright anticommunism that vilified the Soviet Union abroad 

and radicalism at home. Adopted by President Truman and the 

Democratic Party during the late 1940s and early 1950s. (p. 818)

collective bargaining: A process of negotiation between labor 

unions and employers, which after World War II translated into 

rising wages, expanding benefits, and an increasing rate of home 

ownership. (p. 844)

Columbian Exchange: The massive global exchange of living 

things, including people, animals, plants, and diseases, between 

the Eastern and Western Hemispheres that began after the voy-

ages of Columbus. (p. 43)

Committee on Public Information: An organization set up by 

President Woodrow Wilson during World War I to increase 

support for America’s participation in the war. The CPI was a 

national propaganda machine that helped create a political cli-

mate intolerant of dissent. (p. 690)

Committee to Defend America By Aiding the Allies: A group of 

interventionists who believed in engaging with, rather than 

withdrawing from, international developments. Interventionists 

became increasingly vocal in 1940 as war escalated in Europe. 

(p. 771)

committees of correspondence: A communications network 

established among towns in the colonies, and among colonial 

assemblies, between 1772 and 1773 to provide for rapid dissem-

ination of news about important political developments. (p. 168)

Commonwealth System: The republican system of political econ-

omy created by state governments by 1820, whereby states fun-

neled aid to private businesses whose projects would improve 

the general welfare. (p. 256)

companionate marriage: A marriage based on the republican val-

ues of equality and mutual respect. Although husbands in these 

marriages retained significant legal power, they increasingly 

came to see their wives as loving partners rather than as inferiors 

or dependents. (p. 258)

competency: The ability of a family to keep a household solvent and 

independent and to pass that ability on to the next generation. 

(p. 117)

Compromise of 1850: Laws passed in 1850 that were meant to 

resolve the dispute over the status of slavery in the territories. 

Key elements included the admission of California as a free state 

and the Fugitive Slave Act. (p. 429)

Comstock Act: An 1873 law that prohibited circulation of “obscene 

literature,” defined as including most information on sex, repro-

duction, and birth control. (p. 585)

Comstock Lode: Immense silver ore deposit discovered in 1859 in 

Nevada that touched off a mining rush, bringing a diverse popu-

lation into the region and leading to the establishment of boom-

towns. (p. 516)

Congress of Racial Equality (CORE): Civil rights organization 

founded in 1942 in Chicago by James Farmer and other mem-

bers of the Fellowship of Reconciliation (FOR) that espoused 

nonviolent direct action. In 1961 CORE organized a series of 

what were called Freedom Rides on interstate bus lines through-

out the South to call attention to blatant violations of recent 

Supreme Court rulings against segregation in interstate com-

merce. (p. 870)

The Conscience of a Conservative: A 1960 book that set forth an 

uncompromising conservatism and inspired a Republican 

grassroots movement in support of its author, Barry Goldwater. 

(p. 975)

conscience Whigs: Whig politicians who opposed the Mexican 

War (1846–1848) on moral grounds, maintaining that the pur-

pose of the war was to expand and perpetuate control of the 

national government. (p. 421)

“consolidated government”: A term meaning a powerful and 

potentially oppressive national government. (p. 320)

constitutional monarchy: A monarchy limited in its rule by a con-

stitution. (p. 87)

consumer credit: New forms of borrowing, such as auto loans and 

installment plans, that flourished in the 1920s but helped trigger 

the Great Depression. (p. 725)

consumer revolution: An increase in consumption in English 

manufactures in Britain and the British colonies fueled by the 

Industrial Revolution. Although the consumer revolution raised 

living standards, it landed many consumers — and the colonies 

as a whole — in debt. (p. 141)

containment: The basic U.S. policy of the Cold War, which sought 

to contain communism within its existing geographic boundar-

ies. Initially, containment focused on the Soviet Union and East-

ern Europe, but in the 1950s it came to include China, North 

Korea, and other parts of the developing world. (p. 808)
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Continental Association: An association established in 1774 by the 

First Continental Congress to enforce a boycott of British goods. 

(p. 171)

Continental Congress: September 1774 gathering of colonial del-

egates in Philadelphia to discuss the crisis precipitated by the 

Coercive Acts. The Congress produced a declaration of rights 

and an agreement to impose a limited boycott of trade with Brit-

ain. (p. 169)

“contrabands”: Slaves who fled plantations and sought protection 

behind Union lines during the Civil War. (p. 463)

Contract with America: Initiatives by Representative Newt 

Gingrich of Georgia for significant tax cuts, reductions in wel-

fare programs, anticrime measures, and cutbacks in federal reg-

ulations. (p. 1021)

Contras: An opposition group in Nicaragua that President Reagan 

ordered the CIA to assist. While Congress banned the CIA and 

all other government agencies from providing any military sup-

port to the Contras, a lieutenant colonel in the U.S. Marines, 

Oliver North, used the profits from the Iranian arms deal to 

assist the Contras, resulting in the Iran-Contra affair. (p. 992)

convict leasing: Notorious system, begun during Reconstruction, 

whereby southern state officials allowed private companies to 

hire out prisoners to labor under brutal conditions in mines and 

other industries. (p. 495)

corrupt bargain: A term used by Andrew Jackson’s supporters for 

the appointment by President John Quincy Adams of Henry 

Clay as his secretary of state, the traditional stepping-stone to 

the presidency. Clay had used his influence as Speaker of the 

House to elect Adams rather than Jackson in the election in 

1824. (p. 319)

counterculture: A culture embracing values or lifestyles opposing 

those of the mainstream culture. Became synonymous with hip-

pies, people who opposed and rejected conventional standards 

of society and advocated extreme liberalism in their sociopoliti-

cal attitudes and lifestyles. (p. 918)

Counter-Reformation: A reaction in the Catholic Church triggered 

by the Reformation that sought change from within and created 

new monastic and missionary orders, including the Jesuits 

(founded in 1540), who saw themselves as soldiers of Christ. 

(p. 22) 

Covenant Chain: The alliance of the Iroquois, first with the colony 

of New York, then with the British Empire and its other colonies. 

The Covenant Chain became a model for relations between the 

British Empire and other Native American peoples. (p. 89)

covenant of grace: The Christian idea that God’s elect are granted 

salvation as a pure gift of grace. This doctrine holds that nothing 

people do can erase their sins or earn them a place in heaven. 

(p. 62)

covenant of works: The Christian idea that God’s elect must do 

good works in their earthly lives to earn their salvation. (p. 62)

Crédit Mobilier: A sham corporation set up by shareholders in the 

Union Pacific Railroad to secure government grants at an enor-

mous profit. Organizers of the scheme protected it from investi-

gation by providing gifts of its stock to powerful members of 

Congress. (p. 498)

Crime of 1873: A term used by those critical of an 1873 law direct-

ing the U.S. Treasury to cease minting silver dollars, retire Civil 

War–era greenbacks, and replace them with notes backed by the 

gold standard from an expanded system of national banks. (p. 515)

Crittenden Compromise: A plan proposed by Senator John J. 

Crittenden for a constitutional amendment to protect slavery 

from federal interference in any state where it already existed 

and for the westward extension of the Missouri Compromise 

line to the California border. (p. 446)

Crusades: A series of wars undertaken by Christian armies between 

a.d. 1096 and 1291 to reverse the Muslim advance in Europe 

and win back the holy lands where Christ had lived. (p. 22)

Cuban missile crisis: The 1962 nuclear standoff between the Soviet 

Union and the United States when the Soviets attempted to 

deploy nuclear missiles in Cuba. (p. 831)

culture war: A term used by Patrick Buchanan in 1992 to describe 

a long-standing political struggle, dating to the 1920s, between 

religious traditionalists and secular liberals. Social issues such as 

abortion rights and the rights of lesbians and gay men divided 

these groups. (p. 1012)

currency tax: A hidden tax on the farmers and artisans who 

accepted Continental bills in payment for supplies and on the 

thousands of soldiers who took them as pay. Because of rampant 

inflation, Continental currency lost much of its value during the 

war; thus, the implicit tax on those who accepted it as payment. 

(p. 196)

Dawes Severalty Act: The 1887 law that gave Native Americans 

severalty (individual ownership of land) by dividing reserva-

tions into homesteads. The law was a disaster for native peoples, 

resulting over several decades in the loss of 66 percent of lands 

held by Indians at the time of the law’s passage. (p. 532)

D-Day: June 6, 1944, the date of the Allied invasion of northern 

France. D-Day was the largest amphibious assault in world his-

tory. The invasion opened a second front against the Germans 

and moved the Allies closer to victory in Europe. (p. 790)

Declaration of Independence: A document containing philosoph-

ical principles and a list of grievances that declared separation 

from Britain. Adopted by the Second Continental Congress on 

July 4, 1776, it ended a period of intense debate with moderates 

still hoping to reconcile with Britain. (p. 178)

Declaratory Act of 1766: Law issued by Parliament to assert Parlia-

ment’s unassailable right to legislate for its British colonies “in all 

cases whatsoever,” putting Americans on notice that the simul-

taneous repeal of the Stamp Act changed nothing in the imperial 

powers of Britain. (p. 160)

Defense of Marriage Act: A law enacted by Congress in 1998 that 

allowed states to refuse to recognize gay marriages or civil 

unions formed in other jurisdictions. The Supreme Court ruled 

that DOMA was unconstitutional in 2013. (p. 1020)
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deindustrialization: The dismantling of manufacturing — especially 

in the automobile, steel, and consumer-goods industries — in 

the decades after World War II, representing a reversal of the 

process of industrialization that had dominated the American 

economy from the 1870s through the 1940s. (p. 944)

deism: The Enlightenment-influenced belief that the Christian God 

created the universe and then left it to run according to natural 

laws. (p. 128)

demographic transition: The sharp decline in birthrate in the 

United States beginning in the 1790s that was caused by changes 

in cultural behavior, including the use of birth control. The 

migration of thousands of young men to the trans-Appalachian 

west was also a factor in this decline. (p. 259)

deregulation: The limiting of regulation by federal agencies. Dereg-

ulation of prices in the trucking, airline, and railroad industries 

had begun under President Carter in the late 1970s, and Reagan 

expanded it to include cutting back on government protections 

of consumers, workers, and the environment. (p. 950)

deskilling: The elimination of skilled labor under a new system of 

mechanized manufacturing, in which workers completed dis-

crete, small-scale tasks rather than crafting an entire product. 

With deskilling, employers found they could pay workers less 

and replace them more easily. (p. 551)

détente: The easing of conflict between the United States and the 

Soviet Union during the Nixon administration, which was 

achieved by focusing on issues of common concern, such as 

arms control and trade. (p. 929)

division of labor: A system of manufacture that divides production 

into a series of distinct and repetitive tasks performed by 

machines or workers. (p. 286) 

dollar diplomacy: Policy emphasizing the connection between 

America’s economic and political interests overseas. Business 

would gain from diplomatic efforts in its behalf, while the 

strengthened American economic presence overseas would give 

added leverage to American diplomacy. (p. 711)

domestic slavery: A term referring to the assertion by Elizabeth 

Cady Stanton and other female abolitionists that traditional 

gender roles and legal restrictions created a form of slavery for 

married women. (p. 370)

Dominion of New England: A royal province created by King 

James II in 1686 that would have absorbed Connecticut, Rhode 

Island, Massachusetts Bay, Plymouth, New York, and New Jersey 

into a single, vast colony and eliminated their assemblies and 

other chartered rights. James’s plan was canceled by the Glori-

ous Revolution in 1688, which removed him from the throne. 

(p. 85) 

domino theory: President Eisenhower’s theory of containment, 

which warned that the fall of a non-Communist government to 

communism in Southeast Asia would trigger the spread of com-

munism to neighboring countries. (p. 828)

draft (conscription): The system for selecting individuals for con-

scription, or compulsory military service, first implemented 

during the Civil War. (p. 452)

Dred Scott v. Sandford: The 1857 Supreme Court decision that 

ruled the Missouri Compromise unconstitutional. The Court 

ruled against slave Dred Scott, who claimed that travels with his 

master into free states and territories made him and his family 

free. The decision also denied the federal government the right 

to exclude slavery from the territories and declared that African 

Americans were not citizens. (p. 433)

Dunmore’s War: A 1774 war led by Virginia’s royal governor, the 

Earl of Dunmore, against the Ohio Shawnees, who had a long-

standing claim to Kentucky as a hunting ground. The Shawnees 

were defeated and Dunmore and his militia forces claimed Ken-

tucky as their own. (p. 175)

dust bowl: A series of dust storms from 1930 to 1941 during which 

a severe drought afflicted the semiarid states of Oklahoma, 

Texas, New Mexico, Colorado, Arkansas, and Kansas. (p. 759)

Earth Day: An annual event honoring the environment that was 

first celebrated on April 22, 1970, when 20 million citizens gath-

ered in communities across the country to express their support 

for a cleaner, healthier planet. (p. 939)

Economic Growth and Tax Relief Act: Legislation introduced by 

President George W. Bush and passed by Congress in 2001 that 

slashed income tax rates, extended the earned income credit for 

the poor, and marked the estate tax to be phased out by 2010. 

(p. 1026)

Economic Opportunity Act: 1964 act which created a series of 

programs, including Head Start to prepare disadvantaged 

preschoolers for kindergarten and the Job Corps and Upward 

Bound to provide young people with training and employment, 

aimed at alleviating poverty and spurring economic growth in 

impoverished areas. (p. 905)

Economic Recovery Tax Act (ERTA): Legislation introduced by 

President Reagan and passed by Congress in 1981 that autho-

rized the largest reduction in taxes in the nation’s history. 

(p. 983)

Eisenhower Doctrine: President Eisenhower’s 1957 declaration 

that the United States would actively combat communism in the 

Middle East. (p. 829)

Emancipation Proclamation: President Abraham Lincoln’s procla-

mation issued on January 1, 1863, that legally abolished slavery 

in all states that remained out of the Union. While the Emanci-

pation Proclamation did not immediately free a single slave, it 

signaled an end to the institution of slavery. (p. 464)

Embargo Act of 1807: An act of Congress that prohibited U.S. ships 

from traveling to foreign ports and effectively banned overseas 

trade in an attempt to deter Britain from halting U.S. ships at 

sea. The embargo caused grave hardships for Americans engaged 

in overseas commerce. (p. 234)

encomienda: A grant of Indian labor in Spanish America given in 

the sixteenth century by the Spanish kings to prominent men. 

Encomenderos extracted tribute from these Indians in exchange 

for granting them protection and Christian instruction. (p. 234)

energy crisis: A period of fuel shortages in the United States after 

the Arab states in the Organization of Petroleum Exporting 
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Countries (OPEC) declared an oil embargo in October 1973. 

(p. 939)

Enforcement Laws: Acts passed in Congress in 1870 and signed 

by President U. S. Grant that were designed to protect freed-

men’s rights under the Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments. 

Authorizing federal prosecutions, military intervention, and 

martial law to suppress terrorist activity, the Enforcement Laws 

largely succeeded in shutting down Klan activities. (p. 499)

English common law: The centuries-old body of legal rules and 

procedures that protected the lives and property of the British 

monarch’s subjects. (p. 159)

Enlightenment: An eighteenth-century philosophical movement 

that emphasized the use of reason to reevaluate previously 

accepted doctrines and traditions and the power of reason to 

understand and shape the world. (p. 126)

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA): Federal agency created 

by Congress and President Nixon in 1970 to enforce environ-

mental laws, conduct environmental research, and reduce 

human health and environmental risks from pollutants. (p. 939)

environmentalism: Activist movement begun in the 1960s that 

was concerned with protecting the environment through 

activities such as conservation, pollution control measures, and 

public awareness campaigns. In response to the new environ-

mental consciousness, the federal government staked out a 

broad role in environmental regulation in the 1960s and 1970s. 

(p. 939)

Equal Pay Act (1963): Law that established the principle of equal 

pay for equal work. Trade union women were especially critical 

in pushing for, and winning, congressional passage of the law. 

(p. 908)

Equal Rights Amendment (ERA): Constitutional amendment 

passed by Congress in 1972 that would require equal treatment 

of men and women under federal and state law. Facing fierce 

opposition from the New Right and the Republican Party, the 

ERA was defeated as time ran out for state ratification in 1982. 

(p. 952)

Erie Canal: A 364-mile waterway connecting the Hudson River 

and Lake Erie. The Erie Canal brought prosperity to the entire 

Great Lakes region, and its benefits prompted civic and business 

leaders in Philadelphia and Baltimore to propose canals to link 

their cities to the Midwest. (p. 293)

established church: A church given privileged legal status by the 

government. Historically, such established churches in Europe 

and America were supported by public taxes and were often the 

only legally permitted religious institutions. (p. 270)

Ethics in Government Act: Passed in the wake of the Watergate 

scandal, the 1978 act forced political candidates to disclose 

financial contributions and limited the lobbying activities of 

former elected officials. (p. 948)

ethnocultural politics: Refers to the fact that the political alle-

giance of many American voters was determined less by party 

policy than by their membership in a specific ethnic or religious 

group. (p. 340)

eugenics: An emerging “science” of human breeding in the late 

nineteenth century that argued that mentally deficient people 

should be prevented from reproducing. (p. 594)

evangelicalism: The trend in Protestant Christianity that stresses 

salvation through conversion, repentance of sin, and adherence 

to scripture; it also stresses the importance of preaching over 

ritual. (p. 962)

Executive Order 8802: An order signed by President Roosevelt 

in 1941 that prohibited “discrimination in the employment of 

workers in defense industries or government because of race, 

creed, color, or national origin” and established the Fair Employ-

ment Practices Commission (FEPC). (p. 780)

Executive Order 9066: An order signed by President Roosevelt in 

1941 that authorized the War Department to force Japanese 

Americans from their West Coast homes and hold them in relo-

cation camps for the rest of the war. (p. 787)

Exodusters: African Americans who walked or rode out of the 

Deep South following the Civil War, many settling on farms in 

Kansas in hopes of finding peace and prosperity. (p. 520)

Fair Deal: The domestic policy agenda announced by President 

Harry S. Truman in 1949. Including civil rights, health care, and 

education reform, Truman’s initiative was only partially success-

ful in Congress. (p. 820)

family values: Values promoted by the Religious Right, including 

support for the traditional nuclear family and opposition to 

same-sex marriage and abortion. (p. 996)

Farmers’ Alliance: A rural movement founded in Texas during the 

depression of the 1870s that spread across the plains states and 

the South. The Farmers’ Alliance advocated cooperative stores 

and exchanges that would circumvent middlemen, and it called 

for greater government aid to farmers and stricter regulation of 

railroads. (p. 568)

fascism: An authoritarian system of government characterized by 

dictatorial rule, extreme nationalism, disdain for civil society, and 

a conviction that imperialism and warfare are the principal means 

by which nations attain greatness. The United States went to war 

against fascism when it faced Nazi Germany under Adolf Hitler 

and Italy under Benito Mussolini during World War II. (p. 768)

Federal Housing Administration: An agency established by the 

Federal Housing Act of 1934 that refinanced home mortgages 

for mortgage holders facing possible foreclosure. (p. 744)

Federal Reserve Act: The central bank system of the United States, 

created in 1913. The Federal Reserve helps set the money supply 

level, thus influencing the rate of growth of the U.S. economy, 

and seeks to ensure the stability of the U.S. monetary system. 

(p. 661)

Federalist No. 10: An essay by James Madison in The Federalist 

(1787–1788) that challenged the view that republican govern-

ments only worked in small polities; it argued that a geographi-

cally expansive national government would better protect 

republican liberty. (p. 210)

Federalists: Supporters of the Constitution of 1787, which created 

a strong central government; their opponents, the Antifederalists, 
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feared that a strong central government would corrupt the 

nation’s newly won liberty. (p. 207)

The Feminine Mystique: The title of an influential book written in 

1963 by Betty Friedan critiquing the ideal whereby women were 

encouraged to confine themselves to roles within the domestic 

sphere. (p. 908)

feminism: The ideology that women should enter the public sphere 

not only to work on behalf of others, but also for their own equal 

rights and advancement. Feminists moved beyond advocacy of 

women’s voting rights to seek greater autonomy in professional 

careers, property rights, and personal relationships. (p. 592)

Fetterman massacre: A massacre in December 1866 in which 1,500 

Sioux warriors lured Captain William Fetterman and 80 soldiers 

from a Wyoming fort and attacked them. With the Fetterman 

massacre the Sioux succeeded in closing the Bozeman Trail, the 

main route into Montana. (p. 528)

Fifteenth Amendment: Constitutional amendment ratified in 1869 

that forbade states to deny citizens the right to vote on grounds 

of race, color, or “previous condition of servitude.” (p. 485)

“Fifty-four forty or fight!”: Democratic candidate Governor James 

K. Polk’s slogan in the election of 1844 calling for American sov-

ereignty over the entire Oregon Country, stretching from Cali-

fornia to Russian-occupied Alaska and presently shared with 

Great Britain. (p. 418)

fireside chats: A series of informal radio addresses Franklin Roosevelt 

made to the nation in which he explained New Deal initiatives. 

(p. 740)

flapper: A young woman of the 1920s who defied conventional 

standards of conduct by wearing short skirts and makeup, freely 

spending the money she earned on the latest fashions, dancing 

to jazz, and flaunting her liberated lifestyle. (p. 726)

forty-niners: The more than 80,000 settlers who arrived in Califor-

nia in 1849 as part of that territory’s gold rush. (p. 425)

Four Freedoms: Identified by President Franklin D. Roosevelt as 

the most basic human rights: freedom of speech, freedom of 

religion, freedom from want, and freedom from fear. The presi-

dent used these ideas of freedom to justify support for England 

during World War II, which in turn pulled the United States into 

the war. (p. 771)

Four-Minute Men: Name given to thousands of volunteers enlisted 

by the Committee on Public Information to deliver short prowar 

speeches at movie theaters, as part of an effort to galvanize pub-

lic support for the war and suppress dissent. (p. 690)

Fourteen Points: Principles for a new world order proposed in 1919 

by President Woodrow Wilson as a basis for peace negotiations at 

Versailles. Among them were open diplomacy, freedom of the 

seas, free trade, territorial integrity, arms reduction, national self-

determination, and creation of the League of Nations. (p. 696)

Fourteenth Amendment: Constitutional amendment ratified in 

1868 that made all native-born or naturalized persons U.S. citi-

zens and prohibited states from abridging the rights of national 

citizens, thus giving primacy to national rather than state citi-

zenship. (p. 481)

franchise: The right to vote. Between 1820 and 1860, most states 

revised their constitutions to extend the vote to all adult white 

males. Black adult men gained the right to vote with the passage 

of the Fourteenth Amendment (1868). The Nineteenth Amend-

ment (1920) granted adult women the right to vote. (p. 316)

free silver: A policy of loosening the money supply by expanding 

federal coinage to include silver as well as gold. Advocates of the 

policy thought it would encourage borrowing and stimulate 

industry, but the defeat of Democratic presidential candidate 

William Jennings Bryan ended the “free silver” movement and 

gave Republicans power to retain the gold standard. (p. 645)

Freedmen’s Bureau: Government organization created in March 

1865 to aid displaced blacks and other war refugees. Active until 

the early 1870s, it was the first federal agency in history that pro-

vided direct payments to assist those in poverty and to foster 

social welfare. (p. 481)

Freedman’s Savings and Trust Company: A private bank founded 

in 1865 that had worked closely with the Freedmen’s Bureau and 

Union army across the South. In June 1874, when the bank 

failed, Congress refused to compensate its 61,000 depositors, 

including many African Americans. (p. 497)

Freedom of Information Act: Passed in the wake of the Watergate 

scandal, the 1974 act gave citizens access to federal records. (p. 948)

freeholds: Land owned in its entirety, without feudal dues or land-

lord obligations. Freeholders had the legal right to improve, 

transfer, or sell their landed property. (p. 53)

Freeport Doctrine: The argument presented by Senator Stephen A. 

Douglas that a territory’s residents could exclude slavery by not 

adopting laws to protect it. (p. 438)

free-soil movement: A political movement that opposed the 

expansion of slavery. In 1848 the free-soilers organized the 

Free-Soil Party, which depicted slavery as a threat to republican-

ism and to the Jeffersonian ideal of a freeholder society, argu-

ments that won broad support among aspiring white farmers. 

(p. 421)

French Revolution: A 1789 revolution in France that was initially 

welcomed by most Americans because it abolished feudalism 

and established a constitutional monarchy, but eventually came 

to seem too radical to many. (p. 219)

fundamentalism: A term adopted by Protestants, between the 

1890s and the 1910s, who rejected modernism and historical 

interpretations of scripture and asserted the literal truth of the 

Bible. Fundamentalists have historically seen secularism and 

religious relativism as markers of sin that will be punished by 

God. (p. 602)

Gadsden Purchase: A small slice of land (now part of Arizona and 

New Mexico) purchased by President Franklin Pierce in 1853 

for the purpose of building a transcontinental rail line from New 

Orleans to Los Angeles. (p. 431)

gag rule: A procedure in the House of Representatives from 1836 to 

1844 by which antislavery petitions were automatically tabled 

when they were received so that they could not become the sub-

ject of debate. (p. 365)
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gang-labor system: A system of work discipline used on southern 

cotton plantations in the mid-nineteenth century in which white 

overseers or black drivers supervised gangs of enslaved laborers 

to achieve greater productivity. (p. 388)

gentility: A refined style of living and elaborate manners that came 

to be highly prized among well-to-do English families after 1600 

and strongly influenced leading colonists after 1700. (p. 102)

Ghost Dance movement: Religion of the late 1880s and early 1890s 

that combined elements of Christianity and traditional Native 

American religion. It fostered Plains Indians’ hope that they 

could, through sacred dances, resurrect the great bison herds and 

call up a storm to drive whites back across the Atlantic. (p. 534)

Gilded Age: A term invented in the 1920s describing the late nine-

teenth century as a period of ostentatious displays of wealth, 

growing poverty, and government inaction in the face of income 

inequality. Commentators suggested that this era had been fol-

lowed by a “Progressive Era” in which citizens mobilized for 

reform. The chronological line between the “Gilded Age” and 

the “Progressive Era” remains unclear, since the 1870s and 1880s 

witnessed mass movements of farmers, industrial laborers, and 

middle-class women for reform. Historians generally agree, 

however, that the era after 1900 brought about more laws to 

address industrial poverty, working conditions, and the power 

of monopolies and trusts. (p. 638)

glasnost: The policy introduced by Soviet president Mikhail 

Gorbachev during the 1980s that involved greater openness and 

freedom of expression and that contributed, unintentionally, to 

the 1991 breakup of the Soviet Union. (p. 993)

Glass-Steagall Act: A 1933 law that created the Federal Deposit 

Insurance Corporation (FDIC), which insured deposits up to 

$2,500 (and now up to $250,000). The act also prohibited banks 

from making risky, unsecured investments with customers’ 

deposits. (p. 740)

globalization: The spread of political, cultural, and economic 

influences and connections among countries, businesses, and 

individuals around the world through trade, immigration, com-

munication, and other means. (p. 1004)

Glorious Revolution: A quick and nearly bloodless coup in 1688 in 

which James II of England was overthrown by William of 

Orange. Whig politicians forced the new King William and 

Queen Mary to accept the Declaration of Rights, creating a con-

stitutional monarchy that enhanced the powers of the House of 

Commons at the expense of the crown. (p. 86)

gold standard: The practice of backing a country’s currency with its 

reserves of gold. In 1873 the United States, following Great Brit-

ain and other European nations, began converting to the gold 

standard. (p. 515)

Granger laws: Economic regulatory laws passed in some midwest-

ern states in the late 1870s, trigged by pressure from farmers and 

the Greenback-Labor Party. (p. 566)

Great Migration: The migration of over 400,000 African Ameri-

cans from the rural South to the industrial cities of the North 

during and after World War I. (p. 694)

Great Railroad Strike of 1877: A nationwide strike of thousands of 

railroad workers and labor allies, who protested the growing 

power of railroad corporations and the steep wage cuts imposed 

by railroad managers amid a severe economic depression that 

had begun in 1873. (p. 565)

Great Society: President Lyndon B. Johnson’s domestic program, 

which included civil rights legislation, antipoverty programs, 

government subsidy of medical care, federal aid to education, 

consumer protection, and aid to the arts and humanities. (p. 904)

Greenback-Labor Party: A national political movement calling on 

the government to increase the money supply in order to assist 

borrowers and foster economic growth; “Greenbackers” also 

called for greater regulation of corporations and laws enforcing 

an eight-hour workday. (p. 565)

greenbacks: Paper money issued by the U.S. Treasury during the 

Civil War to finance the war effort. (p. 460)

Group of Eight (G8): An international organization of the lead-

ing capitalist industrial nations: the United States, Britain, Ger-

many, France, Italy, Japan, Canada, and Russia. The G8 largely 

controlled the world’s major international financial organiza-

tions: the World Bank, the International Monetary Fund (IMF), 

and the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT). 

(p. 1009)

guilds: Organizations of skilled workers in medieval and early 

modern Europe that regulated the entry into, and the practice 

of, a trade. (p. 20) 

Gulf of Tonkin Resolution: Resolution passed by Congress in 1964 

in the wake of a naval confrontation in the Gulf of Tonkin 

between the United States and North Vietnam. It gave the presi-

dent virtually unlimited authority in conducting the Vietnam 

War. The Senate terminated the resolution in 1971 following 

outrage over the U.S. invasion of Cambodia. (p. 911)

habeas corpus: A legal writ forcing government authorities to jus-

tify their arrest and detention of an individual. During the Civil 

War, Lincoln suspended habeas corpus to stop protests against 

the draft and other anti-Union activities. (p. 454)

Haitian Revolution: The 1791 conflict involving diverse Haitian 

participants and armies from three European countries. At its 

end, Haiti became a free, independent nation in which former 

slaves were citizens. (p. 222)

“hard war”: The philosophy and tactics used by Union general 

William Tecumseh Sherman, by which he treated civilians as 

combatants. (p. 470)

Harlem Renaissance: A flourishing of African American artists, 

writers, intellectuals, and social leaders in the 1920s, centered in 

the neighborhoods of Harlem, New York City. (p. 718)

Haymarket Square: The May 4, 1886, conflict in Chicago in which 

both workers and policemen were killed or wounded during a 

labor demonstration called by local anarchists. The incident cre-

ated a backlash against all labor organizations, including the 

Knights of Labor. (p. 568)

headright system: A system of land distribution, pioneered in Vir-

ginia and used in several other colonies, that granted land —  
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usually 50 acres — to anyone who paid the passage of a new 

arrival. By this means, large planters amassed huge landholdings 

as they imported large numbers of servants and slaves. (p. 54)

heresy: A religious doctrine that is inconsistent with the teachings 

of a church. (p. 22)

herrenvolk republic: A republic based on the principle of rule by a 

master race. To preserve their privileged social position, south-

ern leaders restricted individual liberty and legal equality to 

whites. (p. 266)

HIV/AIDS: A deadly disease that killed nearly a hundred thousand 

people in the United States in the 1980s. (p. 985)

Hollywood: City in the Los Angeles area of California where, by the 

1920s, nearly 90 percent of all films in the world were produced. 

(p. 726)

Holocaust: Germany’s campaign during World War II to extermi-

nate all Jews living in German-controlled lands, along with other 

groups the Nazis deemed “undesirable.” In all, some 11 million 

people were killed in the Holocaust, most of them Jews. (p. 792)

Homestead Act: The 1862 act that gave 160 acres of free western 

land to any applicant who occupied and improved the property. 

This policy led to the rapid development of the American West 

after the Civil War; facing arid conditions in the West, however, 

many homesteaders found themselves unable to live on their 

land. (p. 516)

Homestead lockout: The 1892 lockout of workers at the Home-

stead, Pennsylvania, steel mill after Andrew Carnegie refused to 

renew the union contract. Union supporters attacked the guards 

hired to close them out and protect strikebreakers who had been 

employed by the mill, but the National Guard soon suppressed 

this resistance and Homestead, like other steel plants, became a 

non-union mill. (p. 544)

horizontal integration: A business concept invented in the late 

nineteenth century to pressure competitors and force rivals to 

merge their companies into a conglomerate. John D. Rockefeller 

of Standard Oil pioneered this business model. (p. 548)

hostage crisis: Crisis that began in 1979 after the deposed shah of 

Iran was allowed into the United States following the Iranian 

revolution. Iranians broke into the U.S. embassy in Teheran and 

took sixty-six Americans hostage. The hostage crisis lasted 444 

days and contributed to President Carter’s reelection defeat. 

(p. 977)

House of Burgesses: Organ of government in colonial Virginia 

made up of an assembly of representatives elected by the 

colony’s inhabitants. (p. 52)

House Un-American Activities Committee (HUAC): Congressio-

nal committee especially prominent during the early years of the 

Cold War that investigated Americans who might be disloyal to 

the government or might have associated with communists or 

other radicals. (p. 821)

household mode of production: The system of exchanging goods 

and labor that helped eighteenth-century New England free-

holders survive on ever-shrinking farms as available land 

became more scarce. (p. 120)

Hull House: One of the first and most famous social settlements, 

founded in 1889 by Jane Addams and her companion Ellen 

Gates Starr in an impoverished, largely Italian immigrant neigh-

borhood on Chicago’s West Side. (p. 627)

Hundred Days: A legendary session during the first few months of 

Franklin Roosevelt’s administration in which Congress enacted 

fifteen major bills that focused primarily on four problems: 

banking failures, agricultural overproduction, the business 

slump, and soaring unemployment. (p. 740)

Immigration and Nationality Act: A 1965 law that eliminated the 

discriminatory 1924 nationality quotas, established a slightly 

higher total limit on immigration, included provisions to ease 

the entry of immigrants with skills in high demand, and allowed 

immediate family members of legal residents in the United 

States to be admitted outside of the total numerical limit. 

(p. 1013)

indentured servitude: Workers contracted for service for a speci-

fied period. In exchange for agreeing to work for four or five 

years (or more) without wages in the colonies, indentured work-

ers received passage across the Atlantic, room and board, and 

status as a free person at the end of the contract period. (p. 54)

Indian Removal Act of 1830: Act that directed the mandatory relo-

cation of eastern tribes to territory west of the Mississippi. Jack-

son insisted that his goal was to save the Indians and their 

culture. Indians resisted the controversial act, but in the end 

most were forced to comply. (p. 327)

Indian Reorganization Act: A 1934 law that reversed the Dawes 

Act of 1887. Through the law, Indians won a greater degree of 

religious freedom, and tribal governments regained their status 

as semisovereign dependent nations. (p. 756)

individualism: Word coined by Alexis de Tocqueville in 1835 to 

describe Americans as people no longer bound by social attach-

ments to classes, castes, associations, and families. (p. 346)

Industrial Revolution: A burst of major inventions and economic 

expansion based on water and steam power and the use of 

machine technology that transformed certain industries, such as 

cotton textiles and iron, between 1790 and 1860. (p. 286) 

Industrial Workers of the World: An umbrella union and radical 

political group founded in 1905, dedicated to organizing 

unskilled workers to oppose capitalism. Nicknamed the Wob-

blies, it advocated direct action by workers, including sabotage 

and general strikes. (p. 655)

inland system: The slave trade system in the interior of the country 

that fed slaves to the Cotton South. (p. 380)

Insular Cases: A set of Supreme Court rulings in 1901 that declared 

that the U.S. Constitution did not automatically extend citizen-

ship to people in acquired territories; only Congress could 

decide whether to grant citizenship. (p. 678)

internal improvements: Public works such as roads and canals. 

(p. 319)

International Monetary Fund (IMF): A fund established to stabi-

lize currencies and provide a predictable monetary environment 

for trade, with the U.S. dollar serving as the benchmark. (p. 840)
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Interstate Commerce Act: An 1887 act that created the Interstate 

Commerce Commission (ICC), a federal regulatory agency 

designed to oversee the railroad industry and prevent collusion 

and unfair rates. (p. 569)

Iran-Contra affair: Reagan administration scandal that involved 

the sale of arms to Iran in exchange for its efforts to secure the 

release of hostages held in Lebanon and the redirection — illegal 

because banned by American law — of the proceeds of those 

sales to the Nicaraguan Contras. (p. 993)

Islam: A religion that considers Muhammad to be God’s last 

prophet. Following the death of Muhammad in a.d. 632, the 

newly converted Arab peoples of North Africa used force and 

fervor to spread the Muslim faith into sub-Saharan Africa, India, 

Indonesia, Spain, and the Balkan regions of Europe. (p. 22)

Jacobins: A political faction in the French Revolution. Many Amer-

icans embraced the democratic ideology of the radical Jacobins 

and, like them, formed political clubs and began to address one 

another as “citizen.” (p. 219)

Jay’s Treaty: A 1795 treaty between the United States and Britain, 

negotiated by John Jay. The treaty accepted Britain’s right to stop 

neutral ships. In return, it allowed Americans to submit claims for 

illegal seizures and required the British to remove their troops 

and Indian agents from the Northwest Territory. (p. 222)

jazz: Unique American musical form, developed in New Orleans 

and other parts of the South before World War I. Jazz musicians 

developed an ensemble improvisational style. (p. 718)

Jim Crow: System of racial segregation in the South that lasted a 

century, from after the Civil War until the 1960s. (p. 870)

joint-stock corporation: A financial organization devised by 

English merchants around 1550 that facilitated the colonization 

of North America. In these companies, a number of investors 

pooled their capital and received shares of stock in the enter-

prise in proportion to their share of the total investment. (p. 62)

Judiciary Act of 1789: Act that established a federal district court 

in each state and three circuit courts to hear appeals from the 

districts, with the Supreme Court having the final say. (p. 216)

Kansas-Nebraska Act: A controversial 1854 law that divided Indian 

Territory into Kansas and Nebraska, repealed the Missouri 

Compromise, and left the new territories to decide the issue of 

slavery on the basis of popular sovereignty. (p. 432)

Kerner Commission: Informal name for the National Advisory 

Commission on Civil Disorders, formed by the president to 

investigate the causes of the 1967 urban riots. Its 1968 report 

warned that “our nation is moving toward two societies, one 

black, one white, separate and unequal.” (p. 863)

Keynesian economics: The theory, developed by British economist 

John Maynard Keynes in the 1930s, that purposeful government 

intervention in the economy (through lowering or raising taxes, 

interest rates, and government spending) can affect the level of 

overall economic activity and thereby prevent severe depres-

sions and runaway inflation. (p. 751)

King Cotton: The Confederate belief during the Civil War that their 

cotton was so important to the British and French economies 

that those governments would recognize the South as an inde-

pendent nation and supply it with loans and arms. (p. 456)

kitchen debate: A 1959 debate over the merits of their rival systems 

between U.S. vice president Richard Nixon and Soviet premier 

Nikita Khrushchev at the opening of an American exhibition in 

Moscow. (p. 838)

Knights of Labor: The first mass labor organization created among 

America’s working class. Founded in 1869 and peaking in 

strength in the mid-1880s, the Knights of Labor attempted to 

bridge boundaries of ethnicity, gender, ideology, race, and occu-

pation to build a “universal brotherhood” of all workers. (p. 567)

Ku Klux Klan: Secret society that first undertook violence against 

African Americans in the South after the Civil War but was 

reborn in 1915 to fight the perceived threats posed by African 

Americans, immigrants, radicals, feminists, Catholics, and Jews. 

(p. 499)

labor theory of value: The belief that human labor produces eco-

nomic value. Adherents argued that the price of a product 

should be determined not by the market (supply and demand) 

but by the amount of work required to make it, and that most of 

the price should be paid to the person who produced it. (p. 292)

laissez faire: French for “let do” or “leave alone.” A doctrine 

espoused by classical liberals that the less the government does, 

the better, particularly in reference to the economy. (p. 498)

land banks: An institution, established by a colonial legislature, 

that printed paper money and lent it to farmers, taking a lien on 

their land to ensure repayment. (p. 107)

land-grant colleges: Public universities founded to broaden educa-

tional opportunities and foster technical and scientific expertise. 

These universities were funded by the Morrill Act, which autho-

rized the sale of federal lands to raise money for higher educa-

tion. (p. 516)

Lawrence v. Texas: A 2003 landmark decision by the Supreme 

Court that limited the power of states to prohibit private homo-

sexual activity between consenting adults. (p. 1020)

League of Nations: The international organization bringing 

together world governments to prevent future hostilities, pro-

posed by President Woodrow Wilson in the aftermath of World 

War I. Although the League of Nations did form, the United 

States never became a member state. (p. 697)

Lend-Lease Act: Legislation in 1941 that enabled Britain to obtain 

arms from the United States without cash but with the promise 

to reimburse the United States when the war ended. The act 

reflected Roosevelt’s desire to assist the British in any way pos-

sible, short of war. (p. 771)

liberal arts: A form of education pioneered by President Charles W. 

Eliot at Harvard University, whereby students chose from a 

range of electives, shaping their own curricula as they developed 

skills in research, critical thinking, and leadership. (p. 587)

Liberty League: A group of Republican business leaders and con-

servative Democrats who banded together to fight what they 

called the “reckless spending” and “socialist” reforms of the New 

Deal. (p. 746)
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Lochner v. New York: A 1905 Supreme Court ruling that New York 

State could not limit bakers’ workday to ten hours because that 

violated bakers’ rights to make contracts. (p. 649)

Lodge Bill: Also known as the Federal Elections Bill of 1890, a bill 

proposing that whenever 100 citizens in any district appealed 

for intervention, a bipartisan federal board could investigate and 

seat the rightful winner. The defeat of the bill was a blow to those 

seeking to defend African American voting rights and to ensure 

full participation in politics. (p. 642)

Lone Wolf v. Hitchcock: A 1903 Supreme Court ruling that Con-

gress could make whatever Indian policies it chose, ignoring all 

existing treaties. (p. 532)

Long Drive: Facilitated by the completion of the Missouri Pacific 

Railroad in 1865, a system by which cowboys herded cattle hun-

dreds of miles north from Texas to Dodge City and the other 

cow towns of Kansas. (p. 519)

Lost Generation: The phrase coined by writer Gertrude Stein to 

refer to young artists and writers who had suffered through 

World War I and felt alienated from America’s mass-culture 

society in the 1920s. (p. 720)

Louisiana Purchase: The 1803 purchase of French territory west of 

the Mississippi River that stretched from the Gulf of Mexico to 

Canada. The Louisiana Purchase nearly doubled the size of the 

United States and opened the way for future American expan-

sion west. The purchase required President Thomas Jefferson to 

exercise powers not explicitly granted to him by the Constitu-

tion. (p. 233)

Loyalty-Security Program: A program created in 1947 by Presi-

dent Truman that permitted officials to investigate any employee 

of the federal government for “subversive” activities. (p. 821)

machine tools: Cutting, boring, and drilling machines used to pro-

duce standardized metal parts, which were then assembled into 

products such as textile looms and sewing machines. The rapid 

development of machine tools by American inventors in the 

early nineteenth century was a factor in the rapid spread of 

industrialization. (p. 290)

management revolution: An internal management structure 

adopted by many large, complex corporations that distinguished 

top executives from those responsible for day-to-day operations 

and departmentalized operations by function. (p. 546)

Manhattan Project: Top-secret project authorized by Franklin 

Roosevelt in 1942 to develop an atomic bomb ahead of the Ger-

mans. The Americans who worked on the project at Los Alamos, 

New Mexico (among other highly secretive sites around the 

country), succeeded in producing a successful atomic bomb by 

July 1945. (p. 793)

Manifest Destiny: A term coined by John L. O’Sullivan in 1845 to 

express the idea that Euro-Americans were fated by God to 

settle the North American continent from the Atlantic to the 

Pacific Ocean. (p. 412)

manumission: The legal act of relinquishing property rights in 

slaves. Worried that a large free black population would threaten 

the institution of slavery, the Virginia assembly repealed Vir-

ginia’s 1782 manumission law in 1792. (p. 265)

Marbury v. Madison (1803): A Supreme Court case that estab-

lished the principle of judicial review in finding that parts of the 

Judiciary Act of 1789 were in conflict with the Constitution. For 

the first time, the Supreme Court assumed legal authority to 

overrule acts of other branches of the government. (p. 231)

March on Washington: Officially named the March on Washington 

for Jobs and Freedom, on August 28, 1963, a quarter of a million 

people marched to the Lincoln Memorial to demand that Con-

gress end Jim Crow racial discrimination and launch a major 

jobs program to bring needed employment to black communi-

ties. (p. 886)

March to the Sea: Military campaign from September through 

December 1864 in which Union forces under General Sherman 

marched from Atlanta, Georgia, to the coast at Savannah. Carv-

ing a path of destruction as it progressed, Sherman’s army 

aimed at destroying white southerners’ will to continue the war. 

(p. 470)

Market Revolution: The dramatic increase between 1820 and 1850 

in the exchange of goods and services in market transactions. 

The Market Revolution reflected the increased output of farms 

and factories, the entrepreneurial activities of traders and mer-

chants, and the creation of a transportation network of roads, 

canals, and railroads. (p. 293)

married women’s property laws: Laws enacted between 1839 and 

1860 in New York and other states that permitted married 

women to own, inherit, and bequeath property. (p. 371)

Marshall Plan: Aid program begun in 1948 to help European econ-

omies recover from World War II. (p. 809)

mass production: A phrase coined by Henry Ford, who helped to 

invent a system of mass production of goods based on assembly 

of standardized parts. This system accompanied the continued 

deskilling of industrial labor. (p. 551)

maternalism: The belief that women should contribute to civic and 

political life through their special talents as mothers, Christians, 

and moral guides. Maternalists put this ideology into action by 

creating dozens of social reform organizations. (p. 589)

matriarchy: A gendered power structure in which social identity 

and property descend through the female line. (p. 15)

McCulloch v. Maryland (1819): A Supreme Court case that asserted 

the dominance of national over state statutes. (p. 241)

mechanics: A term used in the nineteenth century to refer to skilled 

craftsmen and inventors who built and improved machinery 

and machine tools for industry. (p. 287)

Medicaid: A health plan for the poor passed in 1965 and paid for by 

general tax revenues and administered by the states. (p. 906)

Medicare: A health plan for the elderly passed in 1965 and funded 

by a surcharge on Social Security payroll taxes. (p. 906)

mercantilism: A system of political economy based on government 

regulation. Beginning in 1650, Britain enacted Navigation Acts 

that controlled colonial commerce and manufacturing for the 

enrichment of Britain. (p. 45)

middle class: An economic group of prosperous farmers, artisans, 

and traders that emerged in the early nineteenth century. Its rise 

reflected a dramatic increase in prosperity. This surge in income, 
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along with an abundance of inexpensive mass-produced goods, 

fostered a distinct middle-class urban culture. (p. 302)

Middle Passage: The brutal sea voyage from Africa to the Americas 

that took the lives of nearly two million enslaved Africans. (p. 94)

military-industrial complex: A term President Eisenhower used to 

refer to the military establishment and defense contractors who, 

he warned, exercised undue influence over the national govern-

ment. (p. 841)

mineral-based economy: An economy based on coal and metal 

that began to emerge in the 1830s, as manufacturers increasingly 

ran machinery fashioned from metal with coal-burning station-

ary steam engines rather than with water power. (p. 287)

Minor v. Happersett: A Supreme Court decision in 1875 that ruled 

that suffrage rights were not inherent in citizenship and had not 

been granted by the Fourteenth Amendment, as some women’s 

rights advocates argued. Women were citizens, the Court ruled, 

but state legislatures could deny women the vote if they wished. 

(p. 486)

minstrelsy: Popular theatrical entertainment begun around 1830, 

in which white actors in blackface presented comic routines that 

combined racist caricature and social criticism. (p. 356)

Minutemen: Colonial militiamen who stood ready to mobilize on 

short notice during the imperial crisis of the 1770s. These volun-

teers formed the core of the citizens’ army that met British 

troops at Lexington and Concord in April 1775. (p. 175)

Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party: Party founded in Missis-

sippi during the Freedom Summer of 1964. Its members 

attempted to attend the 1964 Democratic National Convention 

in Atlantic City, New Jersey, as the legitimate representatives of 

their state, but Democratic leaders refused to recognize the 

party. (p. 890)

Missouri Compromise: A series of political agreements devised by 

Speaker of the House Henry Clay. Maine entered the Union as a 

free state in 1820 and Missouri followed as a slave state in 1821, 

preserving a balance in the Senate between North and South and 

setting a precedent for future admissions to the Union. Most 

importantly, this bargain set the northern boundary of slavery in 

the lands of the Louisiana Purchase at the southern boundary of 

Missouri, with the exception of that state. (p. 269)

mixed government: John Adams’s theory from Thoughts on Gov-

ernment (1776), which called for three branches of government, 

each representing one function: executive, legislative, and judi-

cial. This system of dispersed authority was devised to maintain 

a balance of power and ensure the legitimacy of governmental 

procedures. (p. 198)

modernism: A movement that questioned the ideals of progress 

and order, rejected realism, and emphasized new cultural forms. 

Modernism became the first great literary and artistic movement 

of the twentieth century and remains influential today. (p. 595)

Monroe Doctrine: The 1823 declaration by President James 

Monroe that the Western Hemisphere was closed to any further 

colonization or interference by European powers. In exchange, 

Monroe pledged that the United States would not become 

involved in European struggles. (p. 244)

Montgomery Bus Boycott: Yearlong boycott of Montgomery’s seg-

regated bus system in 1955–1956 by the city’s African American 

population. The boycott brought Martin Luther King Jr. to 

national prominence and ended in victory when the Supreme 

Court declared segregated seating on public transportation 

unconstitutional. (p. 881)

moral free agency: The doctrine of free will that was the central 

message of Presbyterian minister Charles Grandison Finney. It 

was particularly attractive to members of the new middle class, 

who had accepted personal responsibility for their lives, improved 

their material condition, and welcomed Finney’s assurance that 

heaven was also within their grasp. (p. 306)

Moral Majority: A political organization established by evangelist 

Jerry Falwell in 1979 to mobilize conservative Christian voters 

on behalf of Ronald Reagan’s campaign for president. (p. 981)

Mormonism: The religion of members of the Church of Jesus 

Christ of Latter-day Saints, founded by Joseph Smith in 1830. 

After Smith’s death at the hands of an angry mob, Brigham 

Young led many followers of Mormonism to lands in present-

day Utah in 1846. (p. 352)

Morrill Act: An 1862 act that set aside 140 million federal acres that 

states could sell to raise money for public universities. (p. 516)

muckrakers: A critical term, first applied by Theodore Roosevelt, 

for investigative journalists who published exposés of political 

scandals and industrial abuses. (p. 619)

Mugwumps: A late-nineteenth-century branch of reform-minded 

Republicans who left their party in 1884 to support Democratic 

presidential candidate Grover Cleveland. Many Mugwumps were 

classical liberals who denounced corruption and advocated a 

reduction in government powers and civil service reform. (p. 639)

Muller v. Oregon: A 1908 Supreme Court case that upheld an Ore-

gon law limiting women’s workday to ten hours, based on the 

need to protect women’s health for motherhood. Muller compli-

cated the earlier decision in Lochner v. New York, laying out 

grounds on which states could intervene to protect workers. It 

divided women’s rights activists, however, because some saw its 

provisions as discriminatory. (p. 652)

multiculturalism: The promotion of diversity in gender, race, eth-

nicity, religion, and sexual preference. This political and social 

policy became increasingly popular in the United States during 

the 1980s post–civil rights era. (p. 1015)

multinational corporations: Corporations with offices and facto-

ries in multiple countries, which expanded to find new markets 

and cheaper sources of labor. Globalization was made possible 

by the proliferation of these multinational corporations. (p. 1010)

Munich Conference: A conference in Munich held in September 

1938 during which Britain and France agreed to allow Germany 

to annex the Sudetenland — a German-speaking border area of 

Czechoslovakia — in return for Hitler’s pledge to seek no more 

territory. (p. 770)

Munn v. Illinois: An 1877 Supreme Court case that affirmed that 

states could regulate key businesses, such as railroads and grain 

elevators, if those businesses were “clothed in the public inter-

est.” (p. 514)
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mutual aid society: An urban aid society that served members of 

an ethnic immigrant group, usually those from a particular 

province or town. The societies functioned as fraternal clubs 

that collected dues from members in order to pay support in 

case of death or disability. (p. 612)

My Lai: The 1968 execution by U.S. Army troops of nearly five hun-

dred people in the South Vietnamese village of My Lai, includ-

ing a large number of women and children. (p. 928)

Nation of Islam: A religion founded in the United States that 

became a leading source of black nationalist thought in the 

1960s. Black Muslims preached an apocalyptic brand of Islam, 

anticipating the day when Allah would banish the white “devils” 

and give the black nation justice. (p. 892)

National American Woman Suffrage Association: Women’s suf-

frage organization created in 1890 by the union of the National 

Woman Suffrage Association and the American Woman Suf-

frage Association. Up to national ratification of suffrage in 1920, 

the NAWSA played a central role in campaigning for women’s 

right to vote. (p. 592)

National Association for the Advancement of Colored People 

(NAACP): An organization founded in 1910 by leading African 

American reformers and white allies as a vehicle for advocat-

ing equal rights for African Americans, especially through the 

courts. (p. 655)

National Association of Colored Women: An organization cre-

ated in 1896 by African American women to provide commu-

nity support. Through its local clubs, the NACW arranged 

for the care of orphans, founded homes for the elderly, advo-

cated temperance, and undertook public health campaigns. 

(p. 591)

National Association of Manufacturers: An association of indus-

trialists and business leaders opposed to government regulation. 

In the era of the New Deal, the group promoted free enterprise 

and capitalism through a publicity campaign of radio programs, 

motion pictures, billboards, and direct mail. (p. 746)

National Audubon Society: Named in honor of antebellum natu-

ralist John James Audubon, a national organization formed in 

1901 that advocated for broader government protections for 

wildlife. (p. 583)

National Child Labor Committee: A reform organization that 

worked (unsuccessfully) to win a federal law banning child 

labor. The NCLC hired photographer Lewis Hine to record bru-

tal conditions in mines and mills where thousands of children 

worked. (p. 652)

National Consumers’ League: Begun in New York, a national pro-

gressive organization that encouraged women, through their 

shopping decisions, to support fair wages and working condi-

tions for industrial laborers. (p. 629)

national debt: The cumulative total of all budget deficits. (p. 983)

National Defense Education Act: A 1958 act, passed in response 

to the Soviet launching of the Sputnik satellite, that funneled 

millions of dollars into American universities, helping institu-

tions such as the University of California at Berkeley and the 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology, among others, become 

the leading research centers in the world. (p. 842)

National Interstate and Defense Highways Act: A 1956 law 

authorizing the construction of a national highway system. 

(p. 857)

National Municipal League: A political reform organization that 

advised cities to elect small councils and hire professional city 

managers who would direct operations like a corporate execu-

tive. (p. 624)

National Organization for Women (NOW): Women’s civil rights 

organization formed in 1966. Initially, NOW focused on elimi-

nating gender discrimination in public institutions and the 

workplace, but by the 1970s it also embraced many of the issues 

raised by more radical feminists. (p. 909)

National Origins Act: A 1924 law limiting annual immigration 

from each country to no more than 2 percent of that nationali-

ty’s percentage of the U.S. population as it had stood in 1890. 

The law severely limited immigration, especially from Southern 

and Eastern Europe. (p. 713)

National Park Service: A federal agency founded in 1916 that pro-

vided comprehensive oversight of the growing system of national 

parks. (p. 583)

National Recovery Administration: Federal agency established in 

June 1933 to promote industrial recovery during the Great 

Depression. It encouraged industrialists to voluntarily adopt 

codes that defined fair working conditions, set prices, and mini-

mized competition. (p. 741)

National Review: A conservative magazine founded by editor William 

F. Buckley in 1955, who used it to criticize liberal policy. (p. 976)

National Socialist (Nazi) Party: German political party led by 

Adolf Hitler, who became chancellor of Germany in 1933. The 

party’s ascent was fueled by huge World War I reparation pay-

ments, economic depression, fear of communism, labor unrest, 

and rising unemployment. (p. 768)

National War Labor Board: A federal agency founded in 1918 that 

established an eight-hour day for war workers (with time-and-a-

half pay for overtime), endorsed equal pay for women, and sup-

ported workers’ right to organize. (p. 689)

National Woman Suffrage Association: A suffrage group headed 

by Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony that stressed 

the need for women to lead organizations on their own behalf. 

The NWSA focused exclusively on women’s rights — sometimes 

denigrating men of color, in the process — and took up the battle 

for a federal women’s suffrage amendment. (p. 486)

National Woman’s Party: A political party founded in 1916 that 

fought for an Equal Rights Amendment to the U.S. Constitution 

in the early twentieth century. (p. 695)

nativist movements: Antiforeign sentiment in the United States 

that fueled anti-immigrant and immigration-restriction policies 

against the Irish and Germans in the 1840s and the 1850s and 

against other ethnic immigrants in subsequent decades. (p. 310)

natural rights: The rights to life, liberty, and property. According 

to the English philosopher John Locke in Two Treatises of 
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Government (1690), political authority was not given by God to 

monarchs. Instead, it derived from social compacts that people 

made to preserve their natural rights. (p. 127)

natural selection: Charles Darwin’s theory that when individual 

members of a species are born with random genetic mutations 

that better suit them for their environment — for example, cam-

ouflage coloring for a moth — these characteristics, since they 

are genetically transmissible, become dominant in future gen-

erations. (p. 594)

naturalism: A literary movement that suggested that human beings 

were not so much rational agents and shapers of their own des-

tinies as blind victims of forces beyond their control. (p. 594)

Naturalization, Alien, and Sedition Acts: Three laws passed in 

1798 that limited individual rights and threatened the fledgling 

party system. The Naturalization Act lengthened the residency 

requirement for citizenship, the Alien Act authorized the depor-

tation of foreigners, and the Sedition Act prohibited the publica-

tion of insults or malicious attacks on the president or members 

of Congress. (p. 224)

Navigation Acts: English laws passed, beginning in the 1650s and 

1660s, requiring that certain English colonial goods be shipped 

through English ports on English ships manned primarily by 

English sailors in order to benefit English merchants, shippers, 

and seamen. (p. 83)

Negro Leagues: All–African American professional baseball teams 

where black men could showcase athletic ability and race pride. 

The leagues thrived until the desegregation of baseball after 

World War II. (p. 581)

neo-Europes: Term for colonies in which colonists sought to repli-

cate, or at least approximate, economies and social structures 

they knew at home. (p. 40)

“neomercantilist”: A system of government-assisted economic 

development embraced by republican state legislatures through-

out the nation, especially in the Northeast. This system of activ-

ist government encouraged private entrepreneurs to seek 

individual opportunity and the public welfare through market 

exchange. (p. 250)

Neutrality Act of 1935: Legislation that sought to avoid entangle-

ment in foreign wars while protecting trade. It imposed an 

embargo on selling arms to warring countries and declared that 

Americans traveling on the ships of belligerent nations did so at 

their own risk. (p. 769)

New Jersey Plan: Alternative to the Virginia Plan drafted by delegates 

from small states, retaining the confederation’s single-house con-

gress with one vote per state. It shared with the Virginia Plan 

enhanced congressional powers to raise revenue, control com-

merce, and make binding requisitions on the states. (p. 206)

New Left: A term applied to radical students of the 1960s and 1970s, 

distinguishing their activism from the Old Left — the commu-

nists and socialists of the 1930s and 1940s who tended to focus on 

economic and labor questions rather than cultural issues. (p. 914)

New Lights: Evangelical preachers, many of them influenced by 

John Wesley, the founder of English Methodism, and George 

Whitefield, the charismatic itinerant preacher who brought his 

message to Britain’s American colonies. They decried a Chris-

tian faith that was merely intellectual and emphasized the 

importance of a spiritual rebirth. (p. 132)

“New Look”: The defense policy of the Eisenhower administration 

that stepped up production of the hydrogen bomb and devel-

oped long-range bombing capabilities. (p. 826)

New Nationalism: In a 1910 speech, Theodore Roosevelt called for 

a “New Nationalism” that promoted government intervention to 

enhance public welfare, including a federal child labor law, more 

recognition of labor rights, a national minimum wage for women, 

women’s suffrage, and curbs on the power of federal courts to 

stop reform. (p. 656)

Newlands Reclamation Act: A 1902 law, supported by President 

Theodore Roosevelt, that allowed the federal government to sell 

public lands to raise money for irrigation projects that expanded 

agriculture on arid lands. (p. 651)

1968 Democratic National Convention: A 1968 convention held 

in Chicago during which numerous antiwar demonstrators out-

side the convention hall were tear-gassed and clubbed by police. 

Inside the convention hall, the delegates were bitterly divided 

over Vietnam. (p. 921)

nonimportation movement: Colonists attempted nonimportation 

agreements three times: in 1766, in response to the Stamp Act; 

in 1768, in response to the Townshend duties; and in 1774, in 

response to the Coercive Acts. In each case, colonial radicals 

pressured merchants to stop importing British goods. In 1774 

nonimportation was adopted by the First Continental Congress 

and enforced by the Continental Association. American women 

became crucial to the movement by reducing their households’ 

consumption of imported goods and producing large quantities 

of homespun cloth. (p. 161)

North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA): A 1993 treaty 

that eliminated all tariffs and trade barriers among the United 

States, Canada, and Mexico. (p. 1010)

North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO): Military alliance 

formed in 1949 among the United States, Canada, and West-

ern European nations to counter any possible Soviet threat. 

(p. 812)

Northwest Ordinance of 1787: A land act that provided for orderly 

settlement and established a process by which settled territories 

would become the states of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, 

and Wisconsin. It also banned slavery in the Northwest Terri-

tory. (p. 201)

notables: Northern landlords, slave-owning planters, and seaport 

merchants who dominated the political system of the early nine-

teenth century. (p. 316)

NSC-68: Top-secret government report of April 1950 warning that 

national survival in the face of Soviet communism required a 

massive military buildup. (p. 813)

nullification: The constitutional argument advanced by John C. 

Calhoun that a state legislature or convention could void a law 

passed by Congress. (p. 324)
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Old Lights: Conservative ministers opposed to the passion dis-

played by evangelical preachers; they preferred to emphasize the 

importance of cultivating a virtuous Christian life. (p. 132)

Omaha Platform: An 1892 statement by the Populists calling for 

stronger government to protect ordinary Americans. (p. 643)

open door policy: A claim put forth by U.S. Secretary of State John 

Hay that all nations seeking to do business in China should have 

equal trade access. (p. 679)

Operation Rescue: A movement founded by religious activist 

Randall Terry in 1987 that mounted protests outside abortion 

clinics and harassed their staffs and clients. (p. 1019)

Operation Rolling Thunder: Massive bombing campaign against 

North Vietnam authorized by President Johnson in 1965; against 

expectations, it ended up hardening the will of the North Viet-

namese to continue fighting. (p. 911)

Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC): A car-

tel formed in 1960 by the Persian Gulf states and other oil-rich 

developing countries that allowed its members to exert greater 

control over the price of oil. (p. 938)

Ostend Manifesto: An 1854 manifesto that urged President 

Franklin Pierce to seize the slave-owning province of Cuba from 

Spain. Northern Democrats denounced this aggressive initia-

tive, and the plan was scuttled. (p. 431)

The Other America: A 1962 book by left-wing social critic Michael 

Harrington, chronicling “the economic underworld of Ameri-

can life.” His study made it clear that in economic terms the bot-

tom class remained far behind. (p. 843)

outwork: A system of manufacturing, also known as putting out, 

used extensively in the English woolen industry in the sixteenth 

and seventeenth centuries. Merchants bought wool and then 

hired landless peasants who lived in small cottages to spin and 

weave it into cloth, which the merchants would sell in English 

and foreign markets. (p. 45)

Palmer raids: A series of raids led by Attorney General A. Mitchell 

Palmer on radical organizations that peaked in January 1920, 

when federal agents arrested six thousand citizens and aliens 

and denied them access to legal counsel. (p. 709)

pan-Africanism: The idea that people of African descent, in all 

parts of the world, have a common heritage and destiny and 

should cooperate in political action. (p. 720)

Panama Canal: A canal across the Isthmus of Panama connecting 

trade between the Atlantic and Pacific oceans. Built by the U.S. 

Army Corps of Engineers and opened in 1914, the canal gave 

U.S. naval vessels quick access to the Pacific and provided the 

United States with a commanding position in the Western 

Hemisphere. (p. 682)

Panic of 1819: First major economic crisis of the United States. 

Farmers and planters faced an abrupt 30 percent drop in world 

agricultural prices, and as farmers’ income declined, they could 

not pay debts owed to stores and banks, many of which went 

bankrupt. (p. 251)

Panic of 1837: Second major economic crisis of the United States, 

which led to hard times from 1837 to 1843. (p. 334)

Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act: Sweeping 2010 

health-care reform bill championed by President Obama that 

established nearly universal health insurance by providing sub-

sidies and compelling larger businesses to offer coverage to 

employees. (p. 1031)

patriarchy: A gendered power structure in which social identity 

and property descend through the male line and male heads of 

family rule over women and children. (p. 18)

patronage: The power of elected officials to grant government jobs 

and favors to their supporters; also the jobs and favors them-

selves. (p. 106)

Peace Corps: Program launched by President Kennedy in 1961 

through which young American volunteers helped with educa-

tion, health, and other projects in developing countries around 

the world. (p. 832)

Pearl Harbor: A naval base in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, that was 

attacked by Japanese bombers on December 7, 1941; more than 

2,400 Americans were killed. The following day, President 

Roosevelt asked Congress for a declaration of war against Japan. 

(p. 773)

peasants: The traditional term for farmworkers in Europe. Some 

peasants owned land, while others leased or rented small plots 

from landlords. (p. 18) 

Pendleton Act: An 1883 law establishing a nonpartisan Civil Ser-

vice Commission to fill federal jobs by examination. The Pen-

dleton Act dealt a major blow to the “spoils system” and sought 

to ensure that government positions were filled by trained, pro-

fessional employees. (p. 638)

Pennsylvania constitution of 1776: A constitution that granted all 

taxpaying men the right to vote and hold office and created a 

unicameral (one-house) legislature with complete power; there 

was no governor to exercise a veto. Other provisions mandated 

a system of elementary education and protected citizens from 

imprisonment for debt. (p. 198)

perestroika: The economic restructuring policy introduced by 

Soviet president Mikhail Gorbachev during the 1980s that con-

tributed, unintentionally, to the 1991 breakup of the Soviet 

Union. (p. 993)

perfectionism: Christian movement of the 1830s that believed 

people could achieve moral perfection in their earthly lives 

because the Second Coming of Christ had already occurred. 

(p. 352)

Persian Gulf War: The 1991 war between Iraq and a U.S.-led inter-

national coalition that was sparked by the 1990 Iraqi invasion of 

Kuwait. A forty-day bombing campaign against Iraq followed by 

coalition troops storming into Kuwait brought a quick coalition 

victory. (p. 998)

Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation 

Act: Legislation signed by President Clinton in 1996 that 

replaced Aid to Families with Dependent Children, the major 

welfare program dating to the New Deal era, with Temporary 

Assistance for Needy Families, which provided grants to the 

states to assist the poor and which limited welfare payments to 

two years, with a lifetime maximum of five years. (p. 1022)



 Glossary G-17

personal-liberty laws: Laws enacted in many northern states that 

guaranteed to all residents, including alleged fugitives, the right 

to a jury trial. (p. 431)

Philipsburg Proclamation: A 1779 proclamation that declared that 

any slave who deserted a rebel master would receive protection, 

freedom, and land from Great Britain. (p. 190)

Pietism: A Christian revival moment characterized by Bible study, 

the conversion experience, and the individual’s personal rela-

tionship with God. It began as an effort to reform the German 

Lutheran Church in the mid-seventeenth century and became 

widely influential in Britain and its colonies in the eighteenth 

century. (p. 126)

Pilgrims: One of the first Protestant groups to come to America, 

seeking a separation from the Church of England. They founded 

Plymouth, the first permanent community in New England, in 

1620. (p. 60)

Planned Parenthood of Southeastern Pennsylvania v. Casey: A 

1992 Supreme Court case that upheld a law requiring a twenty-

four-hour waiting period prior to an abortion. Although the 

decision upheld certain restrictions on abortions, it affirmed the 

“essential holding” in Roe v. Wade (1973) that women had a con-

stitutional right to control their reproduction. (p. 1020)

Platt Amendment: A 1902 amendment to the Cuban constitution 

that blocked Cuba from making a treaty with any country except 

the United States and gave the United States the right to inter-

vene in Cuban affairs. The amendment was a condition for U.S. 

withdrawal from the newly independent island. (p. 678)

Plessy v. Ferguson: An 1896 Supreme Court case that ruled that 

racially segregated railroad cars and other public facilities, if 

they claimed to be “separate but equal,” were permissible accord-

ing to the Fourteenth Amendment. (p. 577)

political machine: A complex, hierarchical party organization such 

as New York’s Tammany Hall, whose candidates remained in 

office on the strength of their political organization and their 

personal relationship with voters, especially working-class immi-

grants who had little alternative access to political power. (p. 619)

political machine: A highly organized group of insiders that directs 

a political party. As the power of notables waned in the 1820s, 

disciplined political parties usually run by professional politi-

cians appeared in a number of states. (p. 317)

Popular Front: A small but vocal group of Americans who pushed 

for greater U.S. involvement in Europe. American Communist 

Party members, African American civil rights activists, and 

trade unionists, among other members of the Popular Front 

coalition, encouraged Roosevelt to take a stronger stand against 

European fascism. (p. 770)

popular sovereignty: The principle that ultimate power lies in the 

hands of the electorate. (p. 179)

Port Huron Statement: A 1962 manifesto by Students for a Demo-

cratic Society from its first national convention in Port Huron, 

Michigan, expressing students’ disillusionment with the nation’s 

consumer culture and the gulf between rich and poor, as well as 

a rejection of Cold War foreign policy, including the war in Viet-

nam. (p. 914)

“positive good” argument: An argument in the 1830s that the 

institution of slavery was a “positive good” because it subsidized 

an elegant lifestyle for the white elite and provided tutelage for 

genetically inferior Africans. (p. 386)

Potsdam Conference: The July 1945 conference in which Ameri-

can officials convinced the Soviet Union leader Joseph Stalin to 

accept German reparations only from the Soviet zone, or far 

eastern part of Germany. The agreement paved the way for the 

division of Germany into East and West. (p. 807)

predestination: The Protestant Christian belief that God chooses 

certain people for salvation before they are born. Sixteenth-

century theologian John Calvin was the main proponent of this 

doctrine, which became a fundamental tenet of Puritan theol-

ogy. (p. 22)

Presidential Commission on the Status of Women: Commission 

appointed by President Kennedy in 1961, which issued a 1963 

report documenting job and educational discrimination. (p. 909)

primogeniture: The practice of passing family land, by will or by 

custom, to the eldest son. (p. 18) 

Proclamation of Neutrality: A proclamation issued by President 

George Washington in 1793, allowing U.S. citizens to trade with 

all belligerents in the war between France and Great Britain. 

(p. 219)

producerism: The argument that real economic wealth is created by 

workers who make their living by physical labor, such as farmers 

and craftsmen, and that merchants, lawyers, bankers, and other 

middlemen unfairly gain their wealth from such “producers.” 

(p. 566)

progressivism: A loose term for political reformers — especially 

those from the elite and middle classes — who worked to 

improve the political system, fight poverty, conserve environ-

mental resources, and increase government involvement in the 

economy. Giving their name to the “Progressive Era,” such 

reformers were often prompted to act by fear that mass, radical 

protests by workers and farmers would spread, as well as by their 

desire to enhance social welfare and social justice. (p. 624)

prohibition: The ban on the manufacture and sale of alcohol that 

went into effect in January 1920 with the Eighteenth Amend-

ment. Prohibition was repealed in 1933. (p. 712)

Proposition 13: A measure passed overwhelmingly by Californians 

to roll back property taxes, cap future increases for present own-

ers, and require that all tax measures have a two-thirds majority 

in the legislature. Proposition 13 inspired “tax revolts” across the 

country and helped conservatives define an enduring issue: low 

taxes. (p. 947)

Proposition 209: A proposition approved by California voters in 

1996 that outlawed affirmative action in state employment and 

public education. (p. 1015)

proprietorship: A colony created through a grant of land from the 

English monarch to an individual or group, who then set up a 

form of government largely independent from royal control. 

(p. 82)

protective tariff: A tax or duty on foreign producers of goods com-

ing into or imported into the United States; tariffs gave U.S. 



G-18 Glossary

manufacturers a competitive advantage in America’s gigantic 

domestic market. (p. 510)

Protestant Reformation: The reform movement that began in 1517 

with Martin Luther’s critiques of the Roman Catholic Church 

and that precipitated an enduring schism that divided Protes-

tants from Catholics. (p. 22)

Public Works Administration: A New Deal construction program 

established by Congress in 1933. Designed to put people back to 

work, the PWA built the Boulder Dam (renamed Hoover Dam) 

and Grand Coulee Dam, among other large public works proj-

ects. (p. 741)

Pure Food and Drug Act: A 1906 law regulating the conditions in 

the food and drug industries to ensure a safe supply of food and 

medicine. (p. 629)

Puritans: Dissenters from the Church of England who wanted a 

genuine Reformation rather than the partial Reformation sought 

by Henry VIII. The Puritans’ religious principles emphasized 

the importance of an individual’s relationship with God devel-

oped through Bible study, prayer, and introspection. (p. 61)

Quakers: Epithet for members of the Society of Friends. Their belief 

that God spoke directly to each individual through an “inner 

light” and that neither ministers nor the Bible was essential to 

discovering God’s Word put them in conflict with both the 

Church of England and orthodox Puritans. (p. 82)

Quartering Act of 1765: A British law passed by Parliament at the 

request of General Thomas Gage, the British military com-

mander in America, that required colonial governments to pro-

vide barracks and food for British troops. (p. 157)

race riot: A term for an attack on African Americans by white 

mobs, triggered by political conflicts, street altercations, or 

rumors of crime. In some cases, such “riots” were not spontane-

ous but planned in advance by a group of leaders seeking to 

enforce white supremacy. (p. 614)

Radical Republicans: The members of the Republican Party who 

were bitterly opposed to slavery and to southern slave owners since 

the mid-1850s. With the Confiscation Act in 1861, Radical Repub-

licans began to use wartime legislation to destroy slavery. (p. 463)

ragtime: A form of music, apparently named for its “ragged 

rhythm,” that became wildly popular in the early twentieth cen-

tury among audiences of all classes and races and that ushered in 

an urban dance craze. Ragtime was an important form of “cross-

over” music, borrowed from working-class African Americans 

by enthusiasts who were white and middle class. (p. 617)

“rain follows the plow”: An unfounded theory that settlement of 

the Great Plains caused an increase in rainfall. (p. 519)

Reagan coalition: A coalition supporting Ronald Reagan that 

included the traditional core of Republican Party voters, middle- 

class suburbanites and migrants to the Sunbelt states, blue-collar 

Catholics, and a large contingent of southern whites, an elector-

ally key group of former Democrats that had been gradually 

moving toward the Republican Party since 1964. (p. 981)

Reagan Democrats: Blue-collar Catholics from industrialized mid-

western states such as Michigan, Ohio, and Illinois who were 

dissatisfied with the direction of liberalism in the 1970s and left 

the Democratic Party for the Republicans. (p. 982)

realism: A movement that called for writers and artists to picture 

daily life as precisely and truly as possible. (p. 594)

recall: A pioneering progressive idea, enacted in Wisconsin, Ore-

gon, California, and other states, that gave citizens the right 

to remove unpopular politicians from office through a vote. 

(p. 652)

reconquista: The campaign by Spanish Catholics to drive North 

African Moors (Muslim Arabs) from the European mainland. 

After a centuries-long effort to recover their lands, the Spaniards 

defeated the Moors at Granada in 1492 and secured control of 

all of Spain. (p. 31)

Reconstruction Act of 1867: An act that divided the conquered 

South into five military districts, each under the command of a 

U.S. general. To reenter the Union, former Confederate states 

had to grant the vote to freedmen and deny it to leading ex-

Confederates. (p. 482)

Red Scare: A term for anticommunist hysteria that swept the 

United States, first after World War I, and led to a series of gov-

ernment raids on alleged subversives and a suppression of civil 

liberties. (p. 708)

“Redemption”: A term used by southern Democrats for the over-

throw of elected governments that ended Reconstruction in 

many parts of the South. So-called Redeemers terrorized Repub-

licans, especially in districts with large proportions of black 

voters, and killed and intimidated their opponents to regain 

power. (p. 498)

redemptioner: A common type of indentured servant in the 

Middle colonies in the eighteenth century. Unlike other inden-

tured servants, redemptioners did not sign a contract before 

leaving Europe. Instead, they found employers after arriving in 

America. (p. 124)

referendum: The process of voting directly on a proposed policy 

measure rather than leaving it in the hands of elected legislators; 

a progressive reform. (p. 652)

Regulators: Landowning protestors who organized in North and 

South Carolina in the 1760s and 1770s to demand that the 

eastern-controlled government provide western districts with 

more courts, fairer taxation, and greater representation in the 

assembly. (p. 142)

Religious Right: Politically active religious conservatives, espe-

cially Catholics and evangelical Christians, who became partic-

ularly vocal in the 1980s against feminism, abortion, and 

homosexuality and who promoted “family values.” (p. 976)

“Remember the Maine”: After the U.S. battle cruiser Maine 

exploded in Havana harbor, the New York Journal rallied its 

readers to “Remember the Maine,” galvanizing popular support 

for the U.S. war against Spain. Evidence of Spanish complicity in 

the explosion was not found; the likely cause was later found to 

have been internal to the ship. (p. 675)

Renaissance: A cultural transformation in the arts and learning 

that began in Italy in the fourteenth century and spread through 
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much of Europe. Its ideals reshaped art and architecture and 

gave rise to civic humanism. (p. 20)

Report on Manufactures: A proposal by treasury secretary 

Alexander Hamilton in 1791 calling for the federal government 

to urge the expansion of American manufacturing while impos-

ing tariffs on foreign imports. (p. 218)

Report on the Public Credit: Alexander Hamilton’s 1790 report 

recommending that the federal government should assume 

all state debts and fund the national debt — that is, offer interest 

on it rather than repaying it — at full value. Hamilton’s goal was 

to make the new country creditworthy, not debt-free. (p. 216)

republic: A state without a monarch or prince that is governed by 

representatives of the people. (p. 19)

republican aristocracy: The Old South gentry that built impressive 

mansions, adopted the manners and values of the English landed 

gentry, and feared federal government interference with their 

slave property. (p. 386)

republican motherhood: The idea that the primary political role of 

American women was to instill a sense of patriotic duty and 

republican virtue in their children and mold them into exem-

plary republican citizens. (p. 259)

Revenue Act (1942): An act that expanded the number of people 

paying income taxes from 3.9 million to 42.6 million. These 

taxes on personal incomes and business profits paid half the cost 

of World War II. (p. 775)

revival: A renewal of religious enthusiasm in a Christian congrega-

tion. In the eighteenth century, revivals were often inspired by 

evangelical preachers who urged their listeners to experience a 

rebirth. (p. 129)

rights liberalism: The conviction that individuals require govern-

ment protection from discrimination. This version of liberalism 

was promoted by the civil rights and women’s movements and 

focused on identities — such as race or gender — rather than the 

general social welfare of New Deal liberalism. (p. 868)

Roe v. Wade: The 1973 Supreme Court ruling that the Constitution 

protects the right to abortion, which states cannot prohibit in 

the early stages of pregnancy. The decision galvanized social 

conservatives and made abortion a controversial policy issue for 

decades to come. (p. 956)

Rome-Berlin Axis: A political and military alliance formed in 1936 

between German dictator Adolf Hitler and the Italian dictator 

Benito Mussolini. (p. 769)

Roosevelt Corollary: The 1904 assertion by President Theodore 

Roosevelt that the United States would act as a “policeman” in 

the Caribbean region and intervene in the affairs of nations that 

were guilty of “wrongdoing or impotence” in order to protect 

U.S. interests in Latin America. (p. 683)

Roosevelt recession: A recession from 1937 to 1938 that occurred 

after President Roosevelt cut the federal budget. (p. 751)

Root-Takahira Agreement: A 1908 agreement between the United 

States and Japan confirming principles of free oceanic commerce 

and recognizing Japan’s authority over Manchuria. (p. 682)

royal colony: In the English system, a royal colony was chartered by 

the crown. The colony’s governor was appointed by the crown 

and served according to the instructions of the Board of Trade. 

(p. 52)

Rural Electrification Administration: An agency established in 

1935 to promote nonprofit farm cooperatives that offered loans 

to farmers to install power lines. (p. 760)

Rust Belt: The once heavily industrialized regions of the Northeast 

and Midwest that went into decline after deindustrialization. By 

the 1970s and 1980s, these regions were full of abandoned plants 

and distressed communities. (p. 944)

Sabbatarian movement: A movement to preserve the Sabbath as a 

holy day. These reformers believed that declining observance by 

Christians of the Sabbath (Sunday) was the greatest threat to 

religion in the United States. (p. 306)

salutary neglect: A term used to describe British colonial policy 

during the reigns of George I (r. 1714–1727) and George II 

(r. 1727–1760). By relaxing their supervision of internal colonial 

affairs, royal bureaucrats inadvertently assisted the rise of self-

government in North America. (p. 106)

Sand Creek massacre: The November 29, 1864, massacre of more 

than a hundred peaceful Cheyennes, largely women and chil-

dren, by John M. Chivington’s Colorado militia. (p. 527)

Sandinistas: The democratically elected group in Nicaragua that 

President Reagan accused of threatening U.S. business interests. 

Reagan attempted to overthrow them by ordering the CIA to 

assist an armed opposition group called the Contras. (p. 992)

scalawags: Southern whites who supported Republican Recon-

struction and were ridiculed by ex-Confederates as worthless 

traitors. (p. 493)

scientific management: A system of organizing work developed 

by Frederick W. Taylor in the late nineteenth century. It was 

designed to coax maximum output from the individual worker, 

increase efficiency, and reduce production costs. (p. 552)

Scopes trial: The 1925 trial of John Scopes, a biology teacher in 

Dayton, Tennessee, for violating his state’s ban on teaching 

evolution. The trial created a nationwide media frenzy and came 

to be seen as a showdown between urban and rural values. 

(p. 713)

scorched-earth campaign: A campaign in the Shenandoah Valley 

of Virginia by Union general Philip H. Sheridan’s troops. The 

troops destroyed grain, barns, and other useful resources to 

punish farmers who had aided Confederate raiders. (p. 468)

Second Bank of the United States: National bank with multiple 

branches chartered in 1816 for twenty years. Intended to help 

regulate the economy, the bank became a major issue in Andrew 

Jackson’s reelection campaign in 1832. (p. 325)

Second Continental Congress: Legislative body that governed the 

United States from May 1775 through the war’s duration. It 

established an army, created its own money, and declared inde-

pendence once all hope for a peaceful reconciliation with Britain 

was gone. (p. 176)
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Second Great Awakening: Unprecedented religious revival that 

swept the nation between 1790 and 1850; it also proved to be a 

major impetus for the reform movements of the era. (p. 271)

Second Hundred Years’ War: An era of warfare beginning with the 

War of the League of Augsburg in 1689 and lasting until the 

defeat of Napoleon at Waterloo in 1815. In that time, England 

fought in seven major wars; the longest era of peace lasted only 

twenty-six years. (p. 88)

secret ballot: Form of voting that allows the voter to enter a choice 

in privacy without having to submit a recognizable ballot or to 

voice the choice out loud to others. (p. 393)

Securities and Exchange Commission: A commission established 

by Congress in 1934 to regulate the stock market. The commis-

sion had broad powers to determine how stocks and bonds were 

sold to the public, to set rules for margin (credit) transactions, 

and to prevent stock sales by those with inside information 

about corporate plans. (p. 745)

Sedition Act of 1918: Wartime law that prohibited any words or 

behavior that might promote resistance to the United States or 

help in the cause of its enemies. (p. 691)

self-made man: A nineteenth-century ideal that celebrated men 

who rose to wealth or social prominence from humble origins 

through self-discipline, hard work, and temperate habits. (p. 304)

Seneca Falls Convention: The first women’s rights convention in 

the United States. Held in Seneca Falls, New York, in 1848, it 

resulted in a manifesto extending to women the egalitarian 

republican ideology of the Declaration of Independence. (p. 371)

sentimentalism: A way of experiencing the world that emphasized 

emotions and a sensuous appreciation of God, nature, and 

people. Part of the Romantic movement, it spread to the United 

States from Europe in the late eighteenth century. (p. 258)

separate sphere: A term used by historians to describe the 

nineteenth-century view that men and women have different 

gender-defined characteristics and, consequently, that men 

should dominate the public sphere of politics and economics, 

while women should manage the private sphere of home and 

family. (p. 367)

service industries: Term that includes food, beverage, and tourist 

industries, financial and medical service industries, and com-

puter technology industries, which were the leading sectors of 

U.S. growth in the second half of the 1980s. This pattern repre-

sented a shift from reliance on the heavy industries of steel, 

autos, and chemicals. (p. 987)

Servicemen’s Readjustment Act (1944): Popularly known as the 

GI Bill, legislation authorizing the government to provide World 

War II veterans with funds for education, housing, and health 

care, as well as loans to start businesses and buy homes. (p. 781)

sharecropping: The labor system by which landowners and impov-

erished southern farmworkers, particularly African Americans, 

divided the proceeds from crops harvested on the landowner’s 

property. With local merchants providing supplies — in exchange 

for a lien on the crop — sharecropping pushed farmers into 

cash-crop production and often trapped them in long-term 

debt. (p. 491)

Sharon Statement: Drafted by founding members of the Young 

Americans for Freedom (YAF), this manifesto outlined the group’s 

principles and inspired young conservatives who would play 

important roles in the Reagan administration in the 1980s. (p. 918)

Shays’s Rebellion: A 1786–1787 uprising led by dissident farmers 

in western Massachusetts, many of them Revolutionary War 

veterans, protesting the taxation policies of the eastern elites 

who controlled the state’s government. (p. 204)

Shelley v. Kraemer: A 1948 Supreme Court decision that outlawed 

restrictive covenants on the occupancy of housing develop-

ments by African Americans, Asian Americans, and other 

minorities. Because the Court decision did not actually prohibit 

racial discrimination in housing, unfair practices against minor-

ity groups continued until passage of the Fair Housing Act in 

1968. (p. 857)

Sheppard-Towner Federal Maternity and Infancy Act: The first 

federally funded health-care legislation that provided federal 

funds for medical clinics, prenatal education programs, and vis-

iting nurses. (p. 709)

Sherman Antitrust Act: Landmark 1890 act that forbade anticom-

petitive business activities, requiring the federal government to 

investigate trusts and any companies operating in violation of 

the act. (p. 642)

Sierra Club: An organization founded in 1892 that was dedicated 

to the enjoyment and preservation of America’s great mountains 

(including the Sierra Nevadas) and wilderness environments. 

Encouraged by such groups, national and state governments 

began to set aside more public lands for preservation and recre-

ation. (p. 583)

silent majority: Term derived from the title of a book by Ben J. 

Wattenberg and Richard Scammon (called The Real Majority) 

and used by Nixon in a 1969 speech to describe those who sup-

ported his positions but did not publicly assert their voices, 

in contrast to those involved in the antiwar, civil rights, and 

women’s movements. (p. 926)

Silent Spring: Book published in 1962 by biologist Rachel Carson. 

Its analysis of the pesticide DDT’s toxic impact on the human 

and natural food chains galvanized environmental activists. 

(p. 939)

Slaughter-House Cases: A group of decisions begun in 1873 in 

which the Court began to undercut the power of the Fourteenth 

Amendment to protect African American rights. (p. 500)

slave society: A society in which the institution of slavery affects all 

aspects of life. (p. 388)

“slavery follows the flag”: The assertion by John C. Calhoun that 

planters could by right take their slave property into newly 

opened territories. (p. 428)

Smoot-Hawley Tariff: A high tariff enacted in 1930 during the 

Great Depression. By taxing imported goods, Congress hoped to 

stimulate American manufacturing, but the tariff triggered 
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retaliatory tariffs in other countries, which further hindered 

global trade and led to greater economic contraction. (p. 736)

Social Darwinism: An idea, actually formulated not by Charles 

Darwin but by British philosopher and sociologist Herbert 

Spencer, that human society advanced through ruthless compe-

tition and the “survival of the fittest.” (p. 594)

Social Gospel: A movement to renew religious faith through dedi-

cation to public welfare and social justice, reforming both soci-

ety and the self through Christian service. (p. 600)

Social Security Act: A 1935 act with three main provisions: old-age 

pensions for workers; a joint federal-state system of compensa-

tion for unemployed workers; and a program of payments to 

widowed mothers and the blind, deaf, and disabled. (p. 747)

social settlement: A community welfare center that investigated 

the plight of the urban poor, raised funds to address urgent 

needs, and helped neighborhood residents advocate on their 

own behalf. Social settlements became a nationally recognized 

reform strategy during the Progressive Era. (p. 627)

socialism: A system of social and economic organization based on 

the common ownership of goods or state control of the econ-

omy. (p. 351)

soft power: The exercise of popular cultural influence abroad, as 

American radio and movies became popular around the world 

in the 1920s, transmitting American cultural ideals overseas. 

(p. 726)

“Solid South”: The post-Reconstruction goal — achieved by the 

early twentieth century — of almost complete electoral control 

of the South by the Democratic Party. (p. 646)

Sons of Liberty: Colonists — primarily middling merchants and 

artisans — who banded together to protest the Stamp Act and 

other imperial reforms of the 1760s. The group originated in 

Boston in 1765 but soon spread to all the colonies. (p. 158)

South Atlantic System: A new agricultural and commercial order 

that produced sugar, tobacco, rice, and other tropical and sub-

tropical products for an international market. Its plantation 

societies were ruled by European planter-merchants and worked 

by hundreds of thousands of enslaved Africans. (p. 90)

Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC): After the 

Montgomery Bus Boycott, Martin Luther King Jr. and other civil 

rights leaders formed the SCLC in 1957 to coordinate civil rights 

activity in the South. (p. 882)

Specie Circular: An executive order in 1836 that required the Trea-

sury Department to accept only gold and silver in payment for 

lands in the national domain. (p. 338)

spoils system: The widespread award of public jobs to political sup-

porters after an electoral victory. In 1829, Andrew Jackson insti-

tuted the system on the national level, arguing that the rotation 

of officeholders was preferable to a permanent group of bureau-

crats. (p. 318) 

Sputnik: The world’s first satellite, launched by the Soviet Union in 

1957. After its launch, the United States funded research and 

education to catch up in the Cold War space competition. (p. 842)

squatter: Someone who settles on land he or she does not own or 

rent. Many eighteenth-century settlers established themselves 

on land before it was surveyed and entered for sale, requesting 

the first right to purchase the land when sales began. (p. 121)

squatter sovereignty: A plan promoted by Democratic candidate 

Senator Lewis Cass under which Congress would allow settlers 

in each territory to determine its status as free or slave. (p. 424)

stagflation: An economic term coined in the 1970s to describe the 

condition in which inflation and unemployment rise at the same 

time. (p. 942)

Stamp Act Congress: A congress of delegates from nine assemblies 

that met in New York City in October 1765 to protest the loss of 

American “rights and liberties,” especially the right to trial by 

jury. The congress challenged the constitutionality of both the 

Stamp and Sugar Acts by declaring that only the colonists’ 

elected representatives could tax them. (p. 158)

Stamp Act of 1765: British law imposing a tax on all paper used in 

the colonies. Widespread resistance to the Stamp Act prevented 

it from taking effect and led to its repeal in 1766. (p. 157)

states’ rights: An interpretation of the Constitution that exalts the 

sovereignty of the states and circumscribes the authority of the 

national government. (p. 324)

States’ Rights Democratic Party (Dixiecrats): A breakaway party 

of white Democrats from the South, formed for the 1948 elec-

tion. Its formation shed light on an internal struggle between the 

civil rights aims of the party’s liberal wing and southern white 

Democrats. (p. 875)

Stonewall Inn: A two-day riot by Stonewall Inn patrons after the 

police raided the gay bar in New York’s Greenwich Village in 

1969; the event contributed to the rapid rise of a gay liberation 

movement. (p. 926)

Stono Rebellion: Slave uprising in 1739 along the Stono River in 

South Carolina in which a group of slaves armed themselves, 

plundered six plantations, and killed more than twenty colo-

nists. Colonists quickly suppressed the rebellion. (p. 101)

STOP ERA: An organization founded by Phyllis Schlafly in 1972 to 

fight the Equal Rights Amendment. (p. 953)

Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC): A student 

civil rights group founded in 1960 under the mentorship of 

activist Ella Baker. SNCC initially embraced an interracial and 

nonhierarchical structure that encouraged leadership at the 

grassroots level and practiced the civil disobedience principles 

of Martin Luther King Jr. As violence toward civil rights activists 

escalated nationwide in the 1960s, SNCC expelled nonblack 

members and promoted “black power” and the teachings of 

Malcolm X. (p. 882)

Students for a Democratic Society (SDS): An organization for 

social change founded by college students in 1960. (p. 914)

Sugar Act of 1764: British law that decreased the duty on French 

molasses, making it more attractive for shippers to obey the law, 

and at the same time raised penalties for smuggling. The act 

enraged New England merchants, who opposed both the tax 
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and the fact that prosecuted merchants would be tried by 

British-appointed judges in a vice-admiralty court. (p. 155)

Sunbelt: Name applied to the Southwest and South, which grew 

rapidly after World War II as a center of defense industries and 

nonunionized labor. (p. 862)

supply-side economics (Reaganomics): Economic theory that tax 

cuts for individuals and businesses encourage investment and 

production (supply) and stimulate consumption (demand) 

because individuals can keep more of their earnings. In reality, 

supply-side economics created a massive federal budget deficit. 

(p. 982)

Taft-Hartley Act: Law passed by the Republican-controlled Con-

gress in 1947 that overhauled the 1935 National Labor Relations 

Act, placing restrictions on organized labor that made it more 

difficult for unions to organize workers. (p. 819)

talented tenth: A term used by Harvard-educated sociologist 

W. E. B. Du Bois for the top 10 percent of educated African 

Americans, whom he called on to develop new strategies to 

advocate for civil rights. (p. 655)

Tariff of Abominations: A tariff enacted in 1828 that raised duties 

significantly on raw materials, textiles, and iron goods. New 

York senator Van Buren hoped to win the support of farmers in 

New York, Ohio, and Kentucky with the tariff, but it enraged the 

South, which had no industries that needed tariff protection and 

resented the higher cost of imported dutied goods. (p. 320)

task system: A system of labor common in the rice-growing regions 

of South Carolina in which a slave was assigned a daily task to 

complete and allowed to do as he wished upon its completion. 

(p. 397)

tax revolt: A movement to lower or eliminate taxes. California’s 

Proposition 13, which rolled back property taxes, capped future 

increases for present owners, and required that all tax measures 

have a two-thirds majority in the legislature, was the result of 

one such revolt, inspiring similar movements across the country. 

(p. 946)

Tea Act of May 1773: British act that lowered the existing tax on tea 

and granted exemptions to the East India Company to make their 

tea cheaper in the colonies and entice boycotting Americans to 

buy it. Resistance to the Tea Act led to the passage of the Coercive 

Acts and imposition of military rule in Massachusetts. (p. 168)

Tea Party: A set of far-right opposition groups that emerged during 

President Obama’s first term and gave voice to the extreme indi-

vidualism and antigovernment sentiment traditionally associ-

ated with right-wing movements in the United States. (p. 1031)

Teapot Dome: Nickname for scandal in which Interior Secretary 

Albert Fall accepted $300,000 in bribes for leasing oil reserves 

on public land in Teapot Dome, Wyoming. It was part of a larger 

pattern of corruption that marred Warren G. Harding’s presi-

dency. (p. 710)

teenager: A term for a young adult. American youth culture, 

focused on the spending power of the “teenager,” emerged as a 

cultural phenomenon in the postwar decades. (p. 847)

Teller Amendment: An amendment to the 1898 U.S. declaration of 

war against Spain disclaiming any intention by the United States 

to occupy Cuba. The amendment assured the public that the 

United States would uphold democracy abroad as well as at 

home. (p. 675)

Ten Percent Plan: A plan proposed by President Abraham Lincoln 

during the Civil War, but never implemented, that would have 

granted amnesty to most ex-Confederates and allowed each 

rebellious state to return to the Union as soon as 10 percent of its 

voters had taken a loyalty oath and the state had approved the 

Thirteenth Amendment. (p. 480)

tenancy: The rental of property. To attract tenants in New York’s 

Hudson River Valley, Dutch and English manorial lords granted 

long tenancy leases, with the right to sell improvements — houses 

and barns, for example — to the next tenant. (p. 116)

tenement: A high-density, cheap, five- or six-story housing unit 

designed for working-class urban populations. In the late nine-

teenth and early twentieth centuries, tenements became a sym-

bol of urban immigrant poverty. (p. 614)

Tennessee Valley Authority: An agency funded by Congress in 

1933 that integrated flood control, reforestation, electricity gen-

eration, and agricultural and industrial development in the Ten-

nessee Valley area. (p. 760)

Tet offensive: Major campaign of attacks launched throughout 

South Vietnam in January 1968 by the North Vietnamese and 

Vietcong. A major turning point in the war, it exposed the 

credibility gap between official statements and the war’s real-

ity, and it shook Americans’ confidence in the government. 

(p. 919)

Three Mile Island: A nuclear plant near Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, 

where a reactor core came close to a meltdown in March 1979. 

After the incident at Three Mile Island, no new nuclear plants 

were authorized in the United States, though a handful with 

existing authorization were built in the 1980s. (p. 942)

Title IX: A law passed by Congress in 1972 that broadened the 1964 

Civil Rights Act to include educational institutions, prohibiting 

colleges and universities that received federal funds from dis-

criminating on the basis of sex. By requiring comparable fund-

ing for sports programs, Title IX made women’s athletics a real 

presence on college campuses. (p. 925)

“To Secure These Rights”: The 1947 report by the Presidential 

Committee on Civil Rights that called for robust federal action 

to ensure equality for African Americans. President Truman 

asked Congress to make all of the report’s recommendations —  

including the abolition of poll taxes and the restoration of the 

Fair Employment Practices Commission — into law, leading to 

discord in the Democratic Party. (p. 875)

toleration: The allowance of different religious practices. Lord Bal-

timore persuaded the Maryland assembly to enact the Tolera-

tion Act (1649), which granted all Christians the right to follow 

their beliefs and hold church services. The crown imposed tol-

eration on Massachusetts Bay in its new royal charter of 1691. 

(p. 62)
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total war: A form of warfare that mobilizes all of a society’s 

resources — economic, political, and cultural — in support of 

the military effort. (p. 452)

town meeting: A system of local government in New England in 

which all male heads of households met regularly to elect select-

men, levy local taxes, and regulate markets, roads, and schools. 

(p. 64)

Townsend Plan: A plan proposed by Francis Townsend in 1933 

that would give $200 a month (about $3,300 today) to citizens 

over the age of sixty. Townsend Clubs sprang up across the 

country in support of the plan, mobilizing mass support for old-

age pensions. (p. 747)

Townshend Act of 1767: British law that established new duties 

on tea, glass, lead, paper, and painters’ colors imported into the 

colonies. The Townshend duties led to boycotts and heightened 

tensions between Britain and the American colonies. (p. 161)

Trail of Tears: Forced westward journey of Cherokees from their 

lands in Georgia to present-day Oklahoma in 1838. Nearly a 

quarter of the Cherokees died en route. (p. 331)

transcendentalism: A nineteenth-century intellectual movement 

that posited the importance of an ideal world of mystical 

knowledge and harmony beyond the immediate grasp of the 

senses. Transcendentalists Ralph Waldo Emerson and Henry 

David Thoreau called for the critical examination of society 

and emphasized individuality, self-reliance, and nonconformity. 

(p. 346)

transcontinental railroad: The railway line completed on May 10, 

1869, that connected the Central Pacific and Union Pacific lines, 

enabling goods to move by railway from the eastern United 

States all the way to California. (p. 508)

trans-Saharan trade: The primary avenue of trade for West Afri-

cans before European traders connected them to the Atlantic 

World. Controlled in turn by the Ghana, Mali, and Songhai 

empires, it carried slaves and gold to North Africa in exchange 

for salt and other goods. (p. 23)

Treaty of Ghent: The treaty signed on Christmas Eve 1814 that 

ended the War of 1812. It retained the prewar borders of the 

United States. (p. 241)

Treaty of Greenville: A 1795 treaty between the United States and 

various Indian tribes in Ohio. American negotiators acknowl-

edged Indian ownership of the land, and, in return for various 

payments, the Western Confederacy ceded most of Ohio to the 

United States. (p. 226)

Treaty of Kanagawa: An 1854 treaty that, in the wake of a show of 

military force by U.S. Commodore Matthew Perry, allowed 

American ships to refuel at two ports in Japan. (p. 510)

Treaty of Paris of 1783: The treaty that ended the Revolutionary 

War. In the treaty, Great Britain formally recognized American 

independence and relinquished its claims to lands south of the 

Great Lakes and east of the Mississippi River. (p. 196)

Treaty of Versailles: The 1919 treaty that ended World War I. The 

agreement redrew the map of the world, assigned Germany 

sole responsibility for the war, and saddled it with a debt of 

$33 billion in war damages. Its long-term impact around the 

globe —  including the creation of British and French imperial 

“mandates” — was catastrophic. (p. 697)

Triangle Shirtwaist Fire: A devastating fire that quickly spread 

through the Triangle Shirtwaist Company in New York City on 

March 25, 1911, killing 146 people. In the wake of the tragedy, 

fifty-six state laws were passed dealing with such issues as fire 

hazards, unsafe machines, and wages and working hours for 

women and children. The fire also provided a national impetus 

for industrial reform. (p. 629)

tribalization: The adaptation of stateless peoples to the demands 

imposed on them by neighboring states. (p. 88)

tribute: The practice of collecting goods from conquered peoples. 

The Aztecs and Incas relied on systems of tribute before they 

were conquered by Spain; after the conquest, Spanish officials 

adapted indigenous tribute systems to their own needs by bind-

ing Indian labor to powerful men through the encomienda and 

mita systems. (p. 8)

Truman Doctrine: President Harry S. Truman’s commitment to 

“support free peoples who are resisting attempted subjugation 

by armed minorities or by outside pressures.” First applied 

to Greece and Turkey in 1947, it became the justification for 

U.S. intervention into several countries during the Cold War. 

(p. 809)

trust: A small group of associates that hold stock from a group of 

combined firms, managing them as a single entity. Trusts quickly 

evolved into other centralized business forms, but progressive 

critics continued to refer to giant firms like United States Steel 

and Standard Oil as “trusts.” (p. 548)

U.S. Fisheries Commission: A federal bureau established in 1871 

that made recommendations to stem the decline in wild fish. Its 

creation was an important step toward wildlife conservation and 

management. (p. 525)

U.S. v. Cruikshank: A decision in which the Supreme Court ruled 

that voting rights remained a state matter unless the state itself 

violated those rights. If former slaves’ rights were violated by 

individuals or private groups, that lay beyond federal jurisdic-

tion. Like the Slaughter-House Cases, the ruling undercut the 

power of the Fourteenth Amendment to protect African Ameri-

can rights. (p. 500)

“unchurched”: Irreligious Americans, who probably constituted a 

majority of the population in 1800. Evangelical Methodist and 

Baptist churches were by far the most successful institutions in 

attracting new members from the unchurched. (p. 270)

Underground Railroad: An informal network of whites and free 

blacks in the South that assisted fugitive slaves to reach freedom 

in the North. (p. 362)

Union League: A secret fraternal order in which black and white 

Republicans joined forces in the late 1860s. The League became 

a powerful political association that spread through the former 

Confederacy, pressuring Congress to uphold justice for freed-

men. (p. 493)
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unions: Organizations of workers that began during the Industrial 

Revolution to bargain with employers over wages, hours, bene-

fits, and control of the workplace. (p. 291)

United Farm Workers (UFW): A union of farmworkers founded in 

1962 by Cesar Chavez and Dolores Huerta that sought to 

empower the mostly Mexican American migrant farmworkers 

who faced discrimination and exploitative conditions, especially 

in the Southwest. (p. 897)

United Nations: An international body agreed upon at the Yalta 

Conference, and founded at a conference in San Francisco in 

1945, consisting of a General Assembly, in which all nations are 

represented, and a Security Council of the five major Allied 

powers — the United States, Britain, France, China, and the 

Soviet Union — and seven other nations elected on a rotating 

basis. (p. 807)

Universal Negro Improvement Association: A Harlem-based 

group, led by charismatic, Jamaican-born Marcus Garvey, that 

arose in the 1920s to mobilize African American workers and 

champion black separatism. (p. 719)

USA PATRIOT Act: A 2001 law that gave the government new 

powers to monitor suspected terrorists and their associates, 

including the ability to access personal information. (p. 1028)

utopias: Communities founded by reformers and transcendental-

ists to help realize their spiritual and moral potential and to 

escape from the competition of modern industrial society. 

(p. 349)

Valley Forge: A military camp in which George Washington’s army 

of 12,000 soldiers and hundreds of camp followers suffered hor-

ribly in the winter of 1777–1778. (p. 189)

vaudeville: A professional stage show popular in the 1880s and 

1890s that included singing, dancing, and comedy routines; it 

created a form of family entertainment for the urban masses that 

deeply influenced later forms, such as radio shows and television 

sitcoms. (p. 615)

vertical integration: A business model in which a corporation con-

trolled all aspects of production from raw materials to packaged 

products. “Robber barons” or industrial innovators such as Gus-

tavus Swift and Andrew Carnegie pioneered this business form 

at the end of the Civil War. (p. 547)

Veterans Administration: A federal agency that assists former sol-

diers. Following World War II, the VA helped veterans purchase 

new homes with no down payment, sparking a building boom 

that created jobs in the construction industry and fueling con-

sumer spending in home appliances and automobiles. (p. 843)

vice-admiralty court: A maritime tribunal presided over by a roy-

ally appointed judge, with no jury. (p. 156)

Vietnamization: A new U.S. policy, devised under President Nixon 

in the early 1970s, of delegating the ground fighting to the South 

Vietnamese in the Vietnam War. American troop levels dropped 

and American casualties dropped correspondingly, but the kill-

ing in Vietnam continued. (p. 927)

Virginia and Kentucky Resolutions: Resolutions of 1798 con-

demning the Alien and Sedition Acts that were submitted to the 

federal government by the Virginia and Kentucky state legisla-

tures. The resolutions tested the idea that state legislatures could 

judge the constitutionality of federal laws and nullify them. 

(p. 225)

Virginia Plan: A plan drafted by James Madison that was presented 

at the Philadelphia Constitutional Convention. It designed a 

powerful three-branch government, with representation in both 

houses of the congress tied to population; this plan would have 

eclipsed the voice of small states in the national government. 

(p. 205)

virtual representation: The claim made by British politicians that 

the interests of the American colonists were adequately repre-

sented in Parliament by merchants who traded with the colonies 

and by absentee landlords (mostly sugar planters) who owned 

estates in the West Indies. (p. 157)

voluntarism: The funding of churches by their members. It allowed 

the laity to control the clergy, while also supporting the republi-

can principle of self-government. (p. 270)

Voting Rights Act of 1965: Law passed during Lyndon Johnson’s 

administration that empowered the federal government to 

intervene to ensure minorities’ access to the voting booth. 

(p. 891)

Wade-Davis Bill: A bill proposed by Congress in July 1864 that 

required an oath of allegiance by a majority of each state’s adult 

white men, new governments formed only by those who had 

never taken up arms against the Union, and permanent disen-

franchisement of Confederate leaders. The plan was passed but 

pocket vetoed by President Abraham Lincoln. (p. 480)

Wagner Act: A 1935 act that upheld the right of industrial workers 

to join unions and established the National Labor Relations 

Board (NLRB), a federal agency with the authority to protect 

workers from employer coercion and to guarantee collective 

bargaining. (p. 747)

Waltham-Lowell System: A system of labor using young women 

recruited from farm families to work in factories in Lowell, 

Chicopee, and other sites in Massachusetts and New Hamp-

shire. The women lived in company boardinghouses with strict 

rules and curfews and were often required to attend church. 

(p. 288)

War and Peace Democrats: Members of the Democratic Party that 

split into two camps over war policy during the Civil War. War 

Democrats vowed to continue fighting until the rebellion ended, 

while Peace Democrats called for a constitutional convention to 

negotiate a peace settlement. (p. 469)

War Industries Board: A federal board established in July 1917 to 

direct military production, including allocation of resources, 

conversion of factories to war production, and setting of prices. 

(p. 688)

War Powers Act (1941): The law that gave President Roosevelt 

unprecedented control over all aspects of the war effort during 

World War II. (p. 773)

War Powers Act (1973): A law that limited the president’s ability to 

deploy U.S. forces without congressional approval. Congress 
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passed the War Powers Act in 1973 as a series of laws to fight the 

abuses of the Nixon administration. (p. 948)

Warren Court: The Supreme Court under Chief Justice Earl Warren 

(1953–1969), which expanded the Constitution’s promise of 

equality and civil rights. It issued landmark decisions in the 

areas of civil rights, criminal rights, reproductive freedom, and 

separation of church and state. (p. 930)

Warsaw Pact: A military alliance established in Eastern Europe in 

1955 to counter the NATO alliance; it included Albania, Bul-

garia, Czechoslovakia, East Germany, Hungary, Poland, Roma-

nia, and the Soviet Union. (p. 812)

Watergate: Term referring to the 1972 break-in at Democratic 

Party headquarters in the Watergate complex in Washington, 

D.C., by men working for President Nixon’s reelection cam-

paign, along with Nixon’s efforts to cover it up. The Watergate 

scandal led to President Nixon’s resignation. (p. 947)

“waving the bloody shirt”: A term of ridicule used in the 1880s and 

1890s to refer to politicians — especially Republicans — who, 

according to critics, whipped up old animosities from the Civil 

War era that ought to be set aside. (p. 638)

Webster v. Reproductive Health Services: 1989 Supreme Court rul-

ing that upheld the authority of state governments to limit the 

use of public funds and facilities for abortions. (p. 1020)

welfare capitalism: A system of labor relations that stressed man-

agement’s responsibility for employees’ well-being. (p. 708)

welfare state: A term applied to industrial democracies that adopt 

various government-guaranteed social-welfare programs. The 

creation of Social Security and other measures of the Second 

New Deal fundamentally changed American society and estab-

lished a national welfare state for the first time. (p. 747)

Whigs: The second national party, the Whig Party arose in 1834 

when a group of congressmen contested Andrew Jackson’s 

policies and conduct. The party identified itself with the pre-

Revolutionary American and British parties — also called 

Whigs —  that had opposed the arbitrary actions of British mon-

archs. (p. 332)

Whiskey Rebellion: A 1794 uprising by farmers in western Penn-

sylvania in response to enforcement of an unpopular excise tax 

on whiskey. (p. 219)

Williams v. Mississippi: An 1898 Supreme Court ruling that 

allowed states to impose poll taxes and literacy tests. By 1908, 

every southern state had adopted such measures. (p. 645)

Wilmot Proviso: The 1846 proposal by Representative David 

Wilmot of Pennsylvania to ban slavery in territory acquired 

from the Mexican War. (p. 421)

Wisconsin Idea: A policy promoted by Republican governor 

Robert La Follette of Wisconsin for greater government inter-

vention in the economy, with reliance on experts, particularly 

progressive economists, for policy recommendations. (p. 652)

Woman’s Christian Temperance Union: An organization advocat-

ing the prohibition of liquor that spread rapidly after 1879, when 

charismatic Frances Willard became its leader. Advocating 

suffrage and a host of reform activities, it launched tens of 

thousands of women into public life and was the first nationwide 

organization to identify and condemn domestic violence. 

(p. 589)

Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom: An orga-

nization founded by women activists in 1919; its members 

denounced imperialism, stressed the human suffering caused by 

militarism, and proposed social justice measures. (p. 710)

women’s liberation: A new brand of feminism in the 1960s that 

attracted primarily younger, college-educated women fresh 

from the New Left, antiwar, and civil rights movements who 

sought to end to the denigration and exploitation of women. 

(p. 924)

Women’s Trade Union League: A labor organization for women 

founded in New York in 1903 that brought elite, middle-class, 

and working-class women together as allies. The WTUL sup-

ported union organizing efforts among garment workers. 

(p. 629)

Works Progress Administration: Federal New Deal program 

established in 1935 that provided government-funded public 

works jobs to millions of unemployed Americans during the 

Great Depression in areas ranging from construction to the arts. 

(p. 749)

World Bank: An international bank created to provide loans for the 

reconstruction of war-torn Europe as well as for the develop-

ment of former colonized nations in the developing world. 

(p. 840)

World Trade Organization (WTO): International economic body 

established in 1995 through the General Agreement on Tariffs 

and Trade to enforce substantial tariff and import quota reduc-

tions. (p. 1004)

World Wide Web: A collection of interlinked computer servers that 

debuted in 1991, allowing access by millions to documents, pic-

tures, and other materials. (p. 1012)

Wounded Knee: The 1890 massacre of Sioux Indians by American 

cavalry at Wounded Knee Creek, South Dakota. Sent to suppress 

the Ghost Dance, soldiers caught up with fleeing Lakotas and 

killed as many as 300. (p. 534)

XYZ Affair: A 1797 incident in which American negotiators in 

France were rebuffed for refusing to pay a substantial bribe. The 

incident led the United States into an undeclared war that cur-

tailed American trade with the French West Indies. (p. 223)

Yalta Conference: A meeting in Yalta of President Roosevelt, Prime 

Minister Churchill, and Joseph Stalin in February 1945, in 

which the leaders discussed the treatment of Germany, the sta-

tus of Poland, the creation of the United Nations, and Russian 

entry into the war against Japan. (p. 806)

yellow journalism: A derogatory term for newspapers that special-

ize in sensationalistic reporting. Yellow journalism is associated 

with the inflammatory reporting by the Hearst and Pulitzer 

newspapers leading up to the Spanish-American War in 1898. 

(p. 619)

Yellowstone National Park: Established in 1872 by Congress, Yel-

lowstone was the United States’s first national park. (p. 525)
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Young Americans for Freedom (YAF): The largest student politi-

cal organization in the country, whose conservative members 

defended free enterprise and supported the war in Vietnam. 

(p. 915)

Young Lords Organization: An organization that sought self-

determination for Puerto Ricans in the United States and in the 

Caribbean. Though immediate victories for the YLO were few, 

their dedicated community organizing produced a generation of 

leaders and awakened community consciousness. (p. 894)

Young Men’s Christian Association: Introduced in Boston in 1851, 

the YMCA promoted muscular Christianity, combining evange-

lism with athletic facilities where men could make themselves 

“clean and strong.” (p. 580)

Zimmerman telegram: A 1917 intercepted dispatch in which Ger-

man foreign secretary Arthur Zimmerman urged Mexico to join 

the Central Powers and promised that if the United States 

entered the war, Germany would help Mexico recover Texas, 

New Mexico, and Arizona. Published by American newspapers, 

the telegram outraged the American public and help precipitate 

the move toward U.S. entry in the war on the Allied side. (p. 686)

zoot suits: Oversized suits of clothing in fashion in the 1940s, par-

ticularly among young male African Americans and Mexican 

Americans. In June 1943, a group of white sailors and soldiers in 

Los Angeles, seeking revenge for an earlier skirmish with Mexi-

can American youths, attacked anyone they found wearing a 

zoot suit in what became known as the zoot suit riots. (p. 783)


