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US HISTORY DBQ: Cuban Missile Crisis 

The Cuban Missile Crisis was a 13-day (October 16–28, 1962) confrontation between the United States and the 

Soviet Union concerning American ballistic missile deployment in Italy and Turkey with consequent Soviet 

ballistic missile deployment in Cuba. The confrontation is often considered the closest the Cold War came to 

escalating into a full-scale nuclear war. 

Prompt: What were the 2 most significant factors influencing JFKs decision during the Cuban Missile Crisis?  

Document A: Surveillance photos of Cuba 

 

1. What does the photo above depict? 

 

2. How was the photo taken and by whom? 
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Document B: Blast radius projections 

 

1. What does the image depict? 

 

2. What is the significance of the image? 
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Document C: Executive Committee (ExComm) Deliberations Report 

 

1. What members of ExComm were mentioned in the document? 

2. What options are discussed? Categorize each into soft or hard power. 

3. What kind of political action is discussed that should precede military action 

4. What course of action does Rusk advocate? And Bohlen? 

5. What is a potential concern that ExComm asks the Pentagon to address regarding the sending of a 

letter to Khrushchev? 



4 
 

US HISTORY DBQ: Cuban Missile Crisis 

Prompt: What were the 2 most significant factors influencing JFKs decision during the Cuban Missile Crisis?  

You will write a 3 paragraph essay answering the question above. You should use the documents contained 

herein, your graphic organizer, and your notes to guide you. You will write the essay in class. 

Use the following format when writing your essay. 

Introduction Paragraph 

 Background: Begin with setting up the historical background of your argument, introducing the time 

and setting, along with the 3 major players of the crisis, and the history of their relationships with one 

another. 

 Thesis: Answer the prompt. This is the main point you trying to make in your essay. Your thesis should 

clearly state what the 2 most significant factors influencing JFKs decision during the Cuban Missile 

Crisis were.  

Body Paragraph #1 

 Write one paragraph addressing one of the two significant factors you site in your thesis; 

 Include how this factor was affected by the political and security concerns of the other 2 major players 

of the conflict; 

 Explain how JFK’s approach to addressing this significant factor was reflected in his foreign policy 

doctrine. 

Body Paragraph #2 

 Repeat the above explained in Body Paragraph #1 for the second significant factor you cited in your 

thesis 

 

In the construction of your argument, cite at least one of the primary source documents in your packet. 

When citing a primary source document, refer to it by its description. For example, “According to blast 

radius projections shown on Document B…” 

 

Reminder: Avoid first person narratives. Keep your tone formal and use academic language. 
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US HISTORY DBQ RUBRIC: Cuban Missile Crisis 

TOTAL POINT VALUE: 100 points (40 points scaled) 

Prompt: What were the 2 most significant factors influencing JFKs decision during the Cuban Missile Crisis?  

Introduction Paragraph (30 POINTS) 

 5 POINTS: Time and political climate 

 5 POINTS: 3 Major players of the crisis 

 10 POINTS: History of their relationships with one another 

 10 POINTS: Clearly state what the 2 most significant factors influencing JFKs decision during the Cuban 

Missile Crisis were 

Body Paragraph #1 (30 POINTS) 

 10 POINTS: Clearly state what the 1st significant factor influencing JFKs decision during the Cuban 

Missile Crisis 

 10 POINTS: Explain how this factor was affected by the political and security concerns of Cuba and the 

USSR 

 10 POINTS: Explain how JFK’s approach to addressing this significant factor was an example of flexible 

response 

Body Paragraph #2 (30 POINTS) 

 10 POINTS: Clearly state what the 2nd significant factor influencing JFKs decision during the Cuban 

Missile Crisis 

 10 POINTS: Explain how this factor was affected by the political and security concerns of Cuba and the 

USSR 

 10 POINTS: Explain how JFK’s approach to addressing this significant factor was an example of flexible 

response 

Citing documentary sources (10 POINTS) 

 10 POINTS: Cite at least one of the primary source documents correctly. For example, “According to 

blast radius projections shown on Document B…” 

 

Reminder: Avoid first person narratives. Keep your tone formal and use academic language. 

 

 

 


