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Dating Historical Events: BC, AD, BCE, and CE 

In one respect, there really is no difference between an AD/BC and BCE/CE system when it comes to historical 

dates. The year 23 AD is exactly the same as the year 23 CE, and 4004 BC is also 4004 BCE. References to 

historical dates under either classification shouldn't create confusion in a researcher's mind. Major historical 

dates such as 1492 AD, 1776 AD or 1941 AD would still be rendered as 1492 CE, 1776 CE and 1941 CE. 

The AD/BC method of identifying historical dates can be traced back to Catholic historians working in the early 

Middle Ages. Identifying historical dates until that point was often a complicated proposition, since different 

historians worked under different calendars. A Roman historian would have used the Roman AUD notation, in 

which Year Zero was the largely symbolic founding of Rome. Converting historical dates to the standard 

Gregorian calendar would not have been easy. Using the birth of Jesus Christ as a central point made more 

sense to the religious historians. 

The term BC is short for "Before Christ." Historical dates before the birth of Christ become smaller as they 

approach the theoretical but non-existent Year Zero. Historical dates after the birth of Christ are classified as 

AD, short for the Latin phrase Anno Domini, or "in the year of our Lord." Contrary to popular belief, AD does 

not stand for "After Death." The BC/AD system for identifying historical dates has been in continuous use ever 

since the earliest part of the Middle Ages, at least. 

Several centuries after the AD/BC identification of historical dates became popular, a new movement 

developed among scientists, historians and some religious leaders. The time following the birth of Christ was 

now referred to as the "Vulgar Era" in some circles. The meaning of the word vulgar actually meant 'common' 

at that time, not distasteful or obscene. Eventually many areas of the Western world adopted the less Christ-

centered term "Common Era." Historical dates occurring before the year 1 CE would be considered BCE, short 

for "Before Common Era." 

The relatively new BCE/CE reference for historical dates has had its share of supporters and critics. Critics view 

the new system as an attempt to remove the religious significance inherent in the BC/AD system. The BCE/CE 

method of assigning historical dates also fails to fix the BC/AD system's lack of a practical Year Zero. Modern 

scholars believe the actual birth of Christ would fall around 7 to 4 BC, which renders the actual year of 1 AD 

relatively meaningless historically. 

Supporters of the BCE/CE method of identifying historical dates say the removal of Christian references works 

as a bridge between different religions and cultures. The BC/AD system appears to endorse Jesus Christ as the 

superior world religious figure, which could be viewed as disrespectful of other religions and belief structures. 

Although the birth of Christ is still used as a reference in the BCE/CE system, the Christian influence is not as 

apparent. 
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Political Geography 

 

                

        Western Hemisphere             Eastern Hemisphere 

 

 

Western and Eastern Worlds 
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The Great Game: The Heartland and Rimland Theories 
 
The Great Game is a term used by historians to describe a political, military, and diplomatic confrontation that 
existed for most of the nineteenth century between Britain and Russia over Central Asia, often called the 
Heartland, which continues between the Western and Eastern Worlds to this day. 

 
The Heartland Theory 
 

Sir Halford Mackinder (1861-1947), an English geographer, is the founder of the fields of both geopolitics (the 
study of the relationship between geography and political power) and geostrategy (the study of the relationship 
between geography and military strategy). Today he is best remembered for his Heartland Theory, which he 
first set forth in a 1904 paper entitled “The Geographical Pivot of History.” It has influences political leaders of 
the major countries of the world, and continues to be a useful method for understanding the political and 
geographic realities of the world today, and most importantly, why nations go to war. 

 
In brief, the Heartland Theory divides the world’s land into three zones: 
 

The World-Island, consisting of Europe, Asia, and Africa. Together these three interlinked continents are the 
largest, most populous, and most resource-rich region on earth. 

The offshore islands, such as the British Isles and the Japanese islands. 

The outlying islands, by which Mackinder actually means the continents of North America, South America, and 
Australia. 

 
The Heartland, or the Pivot Area, is the area of Central Eurasia – roughly analogous to the Russian Empire and 
Soviet Union – except for its far eastern section. Mackinder referred to the rest of the World-Island and the 
offshore islands as the Inner Crescent (see map), and all remaining land in the world as the Outer Crescent (see 
map). 

 
According to Mackinder, control of the superior resources of the Heartland could enable a state to conquer the 
rest of the World-Island (i.e., the Inner Crescent). Control of the World-Island would mean control of more than 
50% of the world’s resources, making possible the conquest of the world’s remaining land (i.e., the Outer 
Crescent). As Mackinder later put it, 
 

"Who rules East Europe commands the Heartland; who rules the 
Heartland commands the World-Island; who rules the World-Island 
controls the world." 

 

According to Mackinder, this scenario did not become possible until around the early twentieth century. Until 
then, sea power retained a major edge on mobility, giving maritime empires much greater relative power than 
continental states. At the same time, the Heartland was impervious to external conquest because of its isolation, 
with ice to the north, deserts and mountains to the south, and poor transportation to and from the littoral 
(coastal region/shores) of Western Europe. But by the early twentieth century, the railroad promised to make the 
Heartland accessible from Western Europe, thus opening it to successful invasion as well as giving its resources 
(and armies) access to the west. 
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The Rimland Theory 
 

In 1942, geostrategist Nicholas J. Spykman (1893-1943) published America's Strategy in World Politics, in which 
he set forth a theory that combined those of Mackinder and leading naval theorist Alfred Thayer Mahan. This 
theory, called the Rimland Theory, argued that Mackinder’s Inner Crescent (which Spykman renamed the 
Rimland), was actually the pivotal area, having more resources than the Heartland and being, in Mahan’s words, a 
“debatable zone” subject to control by both the Heartland and by the maritime powers. This theory gives sea 
power greater weight than Mackinder does even in light of railroad development. According to Spykman’s 
formula, 
 

“Who controls the Rimland rules Eurasia; 
Who rules Eurasia controls the destinies of the world.” 
 

 
 

THE GREAT GAME: HEARTLAND VS. RIMLAND THEORIES 

Heartland Theory Rimland Theory 

Mackinder believed that a land-based power, not a 
sea-based power, would ultimately rule the world. 
He believed that Eurasia was the most important 
area in the world containing a “pivot area” extending 
from Eastern Europe to eastern Siberia. The “pivot 
area” became known as the Heartland. 

Spykman thought that sea-based power was also 
important to global control. He believed the Eurasian 
rim, not its heart, held the key to global power. He 
saw a divided Rimland as the key to the world’s 
balance of power. Today, the Rimland includes 
Western Europe and China. 

Principle Principle 

 "Who rules East Europe commands the 
Heartland; who rules the Heartland 
commands the World-Island; who rules the 
World-Island controls the world." 

 “Who controls the Rimland rules Eurasia; 
who rules Eurasia controls the destinies of 
the world.” 
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Symbols of Logic & Language 

Definition    Symbol  Definition    Symbol 

Infinity       ∞    Not, Negation        ~ 

Section       §    Alternate negation sign       ¬ 

Negation of equality        And (Ampersand)        & 

Therefore          More than         > 

One-to-one correspondence        Less than         < 

Delta/Change           If and only if/iff        ≡ 

Null/Empty set       Ø    If, then        → 

Paragraph (Pilcrow)      ¶    Equivalence       ↔ 
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Evolution of Political Parties in the United States 

 

 

AMERICAN REVOLUTION (ca. 1765 – 1783) 

ANTI-FEDERALISTS/ 
DEMOCRATIC-REPUBLICAN PARTY  

(ca. 1791-1828) 
(LEFT WING – Jefferson) 

FEDERALISTS/ 
FEDERALIST PARTY  

(ca. 1789-1824) 
(RIGHT WING – Hamilton) 

 Liberalism (aka Classical liberalism) 

 Weak central government 

 Individualism 

 Anti-authoritarian 

 Decentralization of power 

 Declaration of Independence 

 The Bill of Rights  

 Sound money (Constitutional money) 

 Equality before the law & free markets 

 Opposed to imperial expansionism (Jefferson 
himself abandoned this principle at times, e.g. 
the Louisiana Purchase) 

 Supported French Revolution and opposed 
political & economic partnership with England 

 Conservatism 

 Strong central government 

 Collectivism 

 Authoritarian 

 Centralization of power 

 The Constitution of the US 

 Central banking/National bank 

 State support of business 

 Support imperial expansion/internationalism 

 Opposed French Revolution and supported 
political & economic  partnership with England 

FRENCH REVOLUTION (ca. 1789 – 1799) 

JACOBINS/MONTAGNARDS 
(LEFT WING – Robespierre) 

MONARCHY/ANCIEN RÉGIME 
(RIGHT WING – King Louis XIV) 

 Liberalism  

 Radicalism 

 Rationalism 

 Liberté, Égalité, Fraternité (liberty, equality, 
fraternity) 

 Natural Law – The Enlightenment 

 Separation of church and state 

 Abolish Monarchy and weaken Church 
(Throne and Altar) 

 Equality of persons and property (which 
inevitably led to totalitarianism, e.g. Reign of 
Terror) 

 Conservatism 

 Mercantilism (state capitalism) 

 Empire 

 Theocracy 

 Statist 

 Hierarchy 

 Serfdom  

 Respect for Throne and Altar (Church and 
Monarchy) 
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“However [political parties] may now and then answer popular ends, they are likely in the course of time 

and things, to become potent engines, by which cunning, ambitious, and unprincipled men will be enabled 

to subvert the power of the people and to usurp for themselves the reins of government, destroying 

afterwards the very engines which have lifted them to unjust dominion.” 

~George Washington 

CIVIL WAR (ca. 1861 – 1865) 

DEMOCRATIC PARTY 
(ca. 1828 – Present)  

*REPUBLICAN PARTY  
(ca. 1854 – Present) 

 Liberalism 

 Free market principles 

 Decentralization of power 

 Anti-authoritarian 

 Constitutionalist (wanted right to secede from 
the North/self-determination as stipulated in 
the US Constitution)    

 Popular in the South 

 Pro slavery 

 Republican Party aka Grand Old Party (GOP) 

 Conservatism 

 Anti-revolutionary 

 Centralization of power 

 Authoritarian 

 Used unconstitutional means to create 
constitutional ends (abolition of slavery) 

 Popular in the North 

 Conditionally anti-slavery (Lincoln was not 
anti-slavery) 
 

*The Republican Party was founded in part by Whigs 
(ca. 1840 – 1856), and Free Soilers (ca. 1848-1854), 
the latter of which was staunchly anti-slavery) 

WORLD WAR I (ca. 1914 – 1918) 

DEMOCRATIC PARTY REPUBLICAN PARTY 

 Just prior to WWI, both Democrats and Republicans were isolationist on foreign policy issues (they 
were anti-interventionist/anti-war) 

 After the sinking of the Lusitania by Germany, there was broad agreement on foreign policy, with both 
sides supporting entering WWI 

 Hamiltonian conservatism 

 Democratic Party under Wilson saw a 
complete shift to internationalism, 
expansionism, and Right-wing Socialism 
(liberal ends by conservative means, i.e., 
central planning) 

 Hamiltonian conservatism 

 The Jeffersonian liberals (classical liberals) 
were now associated with the Republican 
Party  
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“In the United States, the majority undertakes to supply a multitude of ready-made opinions for the use of 

individuals, who are thus relieved from the necessity of forming opinions of their own. 

~Alexis de Tocqueville (Democracy in America, Volume II (1840) Book One, Chapter II) 

 

FDR’s NEW DEAL (ca. 1933 – 1938) 

DEMOCRATIC PARTY REPUBLICAN PARTY 

 Centralization of power & planning 

 Democratic Party fractured because of the 
New Deal, which pushed some Democrats into 
the Republican Party 

 Authoritarian  

 Smaller faction included Left wing 
Progressivism/Socialism (liberal ends by liberal 
means, i.e., free market principles) 

 Centralization of power & planning 

 Authoritarian  

 Right-wing Progressivism/Socialism (liberal 
ends by conservative means, i.e., central 
planning) 

 Democrats that did not support FDR’s New 
Deal because it required a large expansion of 
the government moved to the Republican 
Party (this faction is sometimes called the “Old 
Right”, but they were a smaller part of the 
Republican Party) 

 The “Old Right” were not right-wing, they 
were classical liberals (Jeffersonian liberals) 

WORLD WAR II (ca. 1939 – 1945) 

 Just prior to WWII, there was general agreement between Democrats and Republicans on foreign 
policy issues (they were anti-interventionist/anti-war). 

 After the attack on Pearl Harbor, both parties supported entering WWII. 

THE COLD WAR (ca. 1947 – 1991) 

 There was broad consensus among Democrats and Republicans about the importance of fighting the 
Soviet Union during the Cold War. 

GLOBAL WAR ON TERRORISM (ca. 2001 – Present) 

 After the attacks on September 11th, 2001, there has been broad consensus among Democrats and 
Republicans in fighting the War on Terrorism, and general consensus on the invasion of various Middle 
Eastern countries since 2001. 
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Modern Political Thought 

 

LEFT (political ideology) RIGHT (political ideology) 

 Support social equality 

 Oppose social hierarchy  

 Support equality of outcomes 

 Internationalist/expansionist 

 Social order & hierarchy are natural 

 Inequality of outcomes is the result of 
competition, which is positive 

 Support equality of opportunity 

 Internationalist/expansionist 

LIBERAL (political philosophy) CONSERVATIVE* (political philosophy) 

 Pro-Enlightenment revolutionary 

 Support values of French Revolution 

 Seek social justice 

 Internationalist/expansionist 

 Anti-Enlightenment Anti-revolutionary 

 Against values of French Revolution 

 Support preservation of tradition 

 Isolationist/non-interventionist 

DEMOCRAT (political party) REPUBLICAN (political party) 

 Government plays active role in 
support of equality and opportunity 

 Pro choice 

 Group rights  

 Internationalist/expansionist 

 Support limited government to foster 
freedom and liberty 

 Pro life  

 Individual rights 

 Internationalist/expansionist 

GLOBALISM/COSMOPOLITANISM** NATIONALISM/PATRIOTISM** 

 Citizen of the world 

 Support immigration 

 Interventionism 

 Technocracy/Scientific Management 

 Focus on Gesellschaft (society) 

 National identity 

 Support strong borders 

 Isolationism 

 Tribalism/Nativism 

 Focus on Gemeinschaft (community) 
   *Historically, conservativism is also known as classical liberalism. **See For Love of Country? by Martha Nussbaum 

“The argument that the two political parties should represent opposed ideals and policies, one, perhaps, of 

the Right and the other of the Left, is a foolish idea acceptable only to doctrinaire and academic thinkers. 

Instead, the two parties should be almost identical, so that the American people can ‘throw the rascals out’ 

at any election without leading to any profound or extensive shifts in policy. The policies that are vital and 

necessary for America are no longer subjects of significant disagreement, but are disputable only in details 

of procedure, priority, or method….” 

~Carroll Quigley (Tragedy and Hope: A History of the World in Our Time, pp 1247-8) 
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Political Organization 

 

CENTRALIZATION/COLLECTIVISM DECENTRALIZATION/INDIVIDUALISM 

 Power is centered among a few 

 Political, Economic, Social, Cultural life 
is planned and shaped by government  

 Power is diffused among many 

 Individual rights and their free 
expression are paramount 

EQUALITY FREEDOM/LIBERTY 

 Equality of outcomes 

 Need government to guarantee justice 
and the rule of law 

 Equality of opportunity 

 Less government = more freedom 

LABOUR/WORKERS CAPITAL/OWNERS 

 Focused on the rights of workers 

 Health care, retirement benefits, 
increased wages, paid maternity leave 

 Less taxes and regulations 

 Low labour costs  

 

“There is no proletarian, not even a Communist, movement that has not operated in the interest of money, 

in the directions indicated by money, and for the time permitted by money – and that without the idealist 

amongst its leaders having the slightest suspicion of the fact.” 

~Oswald Spengler (The Decline of the West, Volume II: Perspectives of World History, p 402) 
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Political Behavior* 

 

 LIBERALISM REALISM 

Unit of 
analysis 

 Classes, states and societies, and 
non-state actors operate as part of 
world capitalist system 

 State is the principle actor 

View of 
actors 

 International relations viewed from 
historical perspective, especially the 
continuous development of world 
capitalism 

 State is unitary actor 

Behavioral 
dynamic 

 Focus is on patterns of dominance 
within and among societies  

 State is rational actor seeking to 
maximize its own interest or national 
objectives in foreign policy 

Issues/focus  Economic factors are most important 
 National security issues are most 

important 

Political 
approach 

 Build economic and military 
partnerships and cooperation across 
the international system, with the 
ultimate goal of creating a global free 
market system based on Western 
models of democracy and trade 

 Democratic peace theory (aka 
Golden Arches Theory) – States that 
trade with each other tend not to 
fight each other; and democratic 
States tend not to fight each other 

 Practice Realpolitik (the ends justify the 
means) in order to reach political goals 

 Maintain the global balance of power (if 
you are not winning you are losing – 
zero-sum proposition) 

 Expand (whenever possible) spheres of 
influence through the use of hard, soft, 
and smart power 

Philosophical 
origins 

 Marx, Hobson, Lenin, Luxemburg, 
Gramsci 

 Thucydides, Machiavelli, Hobbes, 
Grotius, Clausewitz, Carr 

*Chart adapted from International Relations Theory: Realism, Pluralism, Globalism, and Beyond 3
rd

 Ed., by Paul R. Viotti and Mark V. Kauppi, (p 10) 

 

“Because Americans dislike realpolitik, public discourse about foreign policy in the United States is usually 

couched in the language of liberalism. Hence the pronouncements of the policy elites are heavily flavored 

with optimism and moralism. American academics are especially good at promoting liberal thinking in the 

marketplace of ideas. Behind closed doors, however, the elites who make national security policy speak 

mostly the language of power, not that of principle, and the United States acts in the international system 

according to the dictates of realist logic. In essence, a discernable gap separates public rhetoric from the 

actual conduct of American foreign policy.” 

~John J. Mearsheimer (The Tragedy of Great Power Politics, p 25) 
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Types of Political Power 

 

HARD POWER SOFT POWER 
SMART POWER/ 

THE THIRD OPTION* 

 Military option 

 Coercive or aggressive 
use of military and 
economic means to 
influence the behavior 
or interests of States 
(punish, aka Stick). 

 Diplomatic option 

 Shaping of preferences 
of States through 
attraction and co-opting 
by appealing to culture, 
political values, 
diplomacy and economic 
incentives to influence 
States (reward, aka 
Carrot). 

 Covert option 

 The use of Hard and Soft Power to 
realize political and economic goals, 
which are often engaged in by 
governments in secret, in order to 
allow “plausible deniability” 

 Techniques of Smart Power can 
include: propaganda, rigging 
elections, political assassinations, 
drug trafficking, human trafficking, 
surveillance, blackmail, extortion, 
and arms sales.  

*See The Third Option: An American View of Counterinsurgency Operations, by Theodore Shackley; and The Game of Nations: The Amorality of 

Power Politics, by Miles Copeland 

 “The illegal we do immediately; the unconstitutional takes a little longer." 

~Henry Kissinger 
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The Purpose and Methods of War 

 

4Ds of WAR DESCRIPTION 

Death 

 An example of the use of Hard Power 

 Reduces population 

 Civilian casualties (*85-95% of total, “collateral damage,” aka 
children) 

 Soldier casualties (*5-15% of total, by enemy forces, and 
“friendly fire”) 

 New weapons testing 

Disease 

 An example of the use of Hard Power 

 Increases need for medical resources (vaccines, etc.) 

 Drug trafficking 

 Environmental destruction 

 Starvation, Cancer, PTSD 

Displacement/ Destabilization 

 An example of the use of Soft Power 

 Increases emigration to other regions (refugees) 

 Human trafficking/Slavery (women, children, etc.) 

 Organ Harvesting 

 Prostitution, Rape 

Debt 

 An example of the use of Soft Power 

 Increases control of means and modes of production and 
distribution 

 Rebuilding contracts given to private corporations 

 Currency devaluation/collapse 

 IMF/World Bank loans to “stabilize” economy 

4Cs of WAR DESCRIPTION 

Control  To exercise restraint or direction over; dominate; command 

Coercion 
 To force or the power to use force to obtain compliance, as by a 

government or police force 

Crisis 
 A condition of instability or danger, as in social, economic, 

political, or international affairs, leading to a decisive change 

Consolidation 
 To bring together separate parts into a single or unified whole; 

unite; combine 

*Source: http://scientistsascitizens.org/2014/05/15/academics-and-scientists-on-preventing-war/ 

“War is not an independent phenomenon, but the continuation of politics by different means.” 

~Carl von Clausewitz 
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Casus Belli: Understanding the Pretexts for War 

 

HYPOTHESIS DESCRIPTION 

Surprise Attack 

 Unprovoked attack  

 Retaliation for past actions (aka, Blowback – an unintended 
consequence of prior actions against another nation/group) 

 See “The Purpose and Methods of War” (p 7) 

LIHOP                                           
(Let It Happen On Purpose) 

 An attack discovered in advance that is allowed to occur 

 Provides a rationale to take action against another nation/group 

 See “The Purpose and Methods of War” (p 7) 

MIHOP                                           
(Make It Happen On Purpose) 

 Intentionally provoking a nation/group to attack 

 Provides a rationale to take action against another nation/group 

 See “The Purpose and Methods of War” (p 7) 

 See “False Flag” below 

False Flag 

 An attack that is created and executed by a nation/group and 
blamed on another nation/group 

 Covert operations that are designed to deceive in such a way 
that those activities appear as though they are being carried out 
by individual entities, groups, or nations other than those who 
actually planned and executed them. 

Fifth Column 
 All of the above can involve a Fifth Column 

 A covert military force that undermine a larger group from 
within through sabotage, disinformation, or espionage  

EXAMPLES of CASUS BELLI VIS-À-VIS THE UNITED STATES 

 1898 – Sinking of the USS Maine  Spanish-American War 

 1915 – Sinking of the RMS Lusitania  WWI 

 1941 – Attack on Pearl Harbor  WWII 

 1990 – Iraqi invasion and occupation of Kuwait  Gulf War 

 2001 – September 11, 2001: WTC, Pentagon, and Anthrax Attacks  Global War on Terror/GWOT 
(Afghanistan, Iraq, Yemen, Pakistan, Libya, Syria [North Korea, Africa, Iran, China?]) 

*Casus belli is a Latin expression meaning, “an act or event that provokes or is used to justify war” (literally, “a case for war”). 

 

“Today [unlike the past] it is infinitely easier to kill a million people, than to control a million a people.” 

~Zbigniew Brzezinski 
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Political Language: Propaganda 101 

“Propaganda is first and foremost concerned with influencing an individual psychologically by creating convictions and 
compliance through imperceptible techniques that are effective only by continuous repetition. Propaganda tries to 
surround man by all possible routes in the realm of feelings as well as ideas, by playing on his will or on his needs, 
through his conscious and his unconscious, assailing him in both his private and his public life. It furnishes him with a 
complete system for explaining the world, and provides immediate incentives to action. We are here in the presence of 
an organized myth that tries to take hold of the entire person. Through the myth it creates, propaganda imposes a 
complete range of intuitive knowledge, susceptible of only one interpretation, unique and one-sided, and precluding any 
divergence. This myth becomes so powerful that it invades every arena of consciousness, leaving no faculty or motivation 
intact. It stimulates in the individual a feeling of exclusiveness, and produces a biased attitude.” 
 

~Jacques Ellul (Propaganda: The Formation of Men's Attitudes, p 11) 
  

Types & Methods of Propaganda (aka, Agitprop) 

The Overton Window is the range of ideas tolerated in public discourse. An idea's 

political viability depends mainly on whether it falls within the window, rather than 

on politicians' individual preferences. This window is expanded by the use of 

propaganda via news media, social networks, film, and entertainment. 

White propaganda generally comes from an openly identified source, and is 

characterized by gentler methods of persuasion, such as standard public relations 

techniques and one-sided presentation of an argument. 

Grey propaganda does not have an identifiable source or author. A major 

application of grey propaganda is making enemies believe falsehoods using 

strawman arguments: In phase one, to make someone believe "A", one releases grey 

propaganda "B", the opposite of "A". In phase two, "B" is discredited using some 

strawman. The enemy will then assume "A" to be true. 

Black propaganda is identified as being from one source, but is in fact from another 

source, in order to disguise the true origins of the propaganda, be it from an enemy 

country or from an organization with a negative public image. 

Gaslighting is a form of manipulation that seeks to sow seeds of 

doubt in an individual or group to make them question their own 

memory, perception, and sanity. Using persistent denial, 

misdirection, contradiction, and lying, it attempts to destabilize the 

target and delegitimize the target's belief. 

“The conscious and intelligent manipulation of the organized habits 
and opinions of the masses is an important element in democratic 
society. Those who manipulate this unseen mechanism of society 
constitute an invisible government which is the true ruling power of 
our country.” 
 

~Edward Bernays (Propaganda, p 9) 
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The Problem of Historical Analysis: The Iceberg Hypothesis 

 

Information Content and Access 

 Public Open Sources 

 Declassified 

 Unclassified 

 Confidential 

 Secret 

 Top Secret 

 TS-SCI: Top Secret – Sensitive Compartmentalized 

Information  

 SAP: Special Access Programs 

 USAP: Unacknowledged SAP 

 “Waived” USAP (no oversight) 

 ACCM: Alternative or Compensatory Control 

Measures 

 Private Contractors & Cliques 

 “Them” 

Source: Richard Dolan lecture, “Secret Space Program Conference” 

Amsterdam 2011 

 

The Iceberg Hypothesis 

The Iceberg Hypothesis asserts that legally attainable (public open sources, declassified, and unclassified 

content) information about an historical topic, event, or phenomenon that is prone toward secrecy by public 

or private institutions for various reasons including but not limited to political, economic, or military 

phenomenon, represents a small fraction of the information that exists on that topic; and that this publically 

attainable information is subject to varying degrees of manipulation and obfuscation through the use of 

propaganda and disinformation; and therefore research and analysis of historical topics, events, and 

phenomena which are prone to secrecy will likely suffer from, at best, a vague or partial picture of events 

leading to a misleading analysis, and at worst, an ambiguous or incorrect picture leading to a fundamentally 

flawed analysis. 

 

“We’ll know our disinformation program is complete when everything the American public believes is false.” 

~William Casey, CIA Director (From a staff meeting in 1981 as recalled by eyewitness Barbara Honegger) 

FOIA Accessible 

Inaccessible 

Unless Leaked 

Black     

Budgets 
Gaslighting 

Agitprop 

Psychological 

Warfare 

Propaganda 

Social 

Networking Entertainment 

Film News 

Media 

Covert 

Operations 

Disinformation 

Continuity of 

Government 

Deep State 
Espionage 

Stagecraft 

Weaponized 

Anthropology 
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Domestic Economic Conditions  

 

 

                                 
Source: http://www.shadowstats.com/alternate_data/unemployment-charts 

 

“Competition is a sin.” ~John D. Rockefeller 



20 | P a g e  
 

                                 
Source: http://www.shadowstats.com/alternate_data/inflation-charts 

 

                                 
Source: http://www.shadowstats.com/alternate_data/inflation-charts 

 
 
“The real truth of the matter is, and you and I know, that a financial element in the large centers has owned 
the government of the U.S. since the days of Andrew Jackson.”  
 
~Franklin D. Roosevelt in a letter to Edward M. House (President Wilson’s closest aide), 23 November 1933 
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Source: http://www.shadowstats.com/alternate_data/gross-domestic-product-charts 

 

                                               
Source: https://blogs.wsj.com/economics/2015/05/08/congratulations-class-of-2015-youre-the-most-indebted-ever-for-now/ 

 

“The perennial conviction that those who work hard and play by the rules will be rewarded with a more 

comfortable present and a stronger future for their children faces assault from just about every direction. 

That great enemy of democratic capitalism, economic inequality, is real and growing.” ~Jon Meacham 
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International Perceptions of the United States 
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Political Ideology and Organization Chart 

 

 

“We’re an empire now, and when we act, we create our own reality. And while you’re studying that reality 

— judiciously, as you will — we’ll act again, creating other new realities, which you can study too, and that’s 

how things will sort out. We’re history’s actors . . . and you, all of you, will be left to just study what we do.”  

~Karl Rove  
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Aphorisms 

 Follow the money. 

 Ask yourself, “Who benefits?” (Cui bono?).  

 Actions speak louder than words. 

 Politics is an amoral activity – it is purely transactional (Quid pro quo). 

 There are no permanent allies, only permanent interests (and those can sometimes change as well). 

 Wars are planned far in advance of their beginnings; intent precedes justification. 

 Revolutions are not an organic phenomenon. 

 All governments function as bureaucratic systems to varying degrees, which means conflict and power 

factions often develop within governments, which creates the possibility of the right hand not knowing 

what the left hand is doing. Bureaucracies are compartmentalized which makes it easier to hide 

information from other parts of the bureaucracy, and the public. 

 Governments are always attempting to expand some combination of the following: power, influence, 

territory, resources. 

 Wars are not fought for humanitarian reasons (aka humanitarian intervention, military humanism, etc.). 

In the political sphere, humanitarian concerns are at best peripheral concerns. 

 The success or failure of popular uprisings (revolutions) depends on money and covert intervention. 

 Do not believe government propaganda from any source until it is officially denied. 

 The core concern of governments is self-preservation, i.e., security. They will seek security internally and 

externally no matter who the perceived enemy. 

 Never underestimate the potential ignorance of someone in a position of authority; and do not believe 

anything someone says just because they are in a position of ostensible authority.  

 Public figures with impeccable reputations are often the most corrupt. 

 Beware of the “overwhelming consensus of opinion.” 

 Beware of the “soft bigotry of diminished expectation.” 

 There is no relationship between domestic policy and foreign policy; governments can pursue drastically 

different policies in different political arenas. 

 Economic power is the ability to create scarcity; political power is the ability to control scarcity. The 

former works in the service of the latter. The threat of force/violence supports all forms of power. 

 All fiat currencies are backed by the use of force, not trust. 

 The world would cease to function as you understand it without the presence of debt and enemies. 

 “Power tends to corrupt and absolute power corrupts absolutely.” ~Lord Acton 

 “Personal violence is for the amateur in dominance, structural violence is the tool of the professional. 

The amateur who wants to dominate uses guns; the professional uses social structure.” ~Johan Galtung 

“Power concedes nothing without a demand. It never did and it never will. Find out just what any people 

will quietly submit to and you have found out the exact measure of injustice and wrong which will be 

imposed upon them, and these will continue till they are resisted with either words or blows, or both. The 

limits of tyrants are prescribed by the endurance of those whom they oppress.” ~Frederick Douglass  


