
 

Fondly Fahrenheit Questions 

 

Choose 1 of the following and answer on a separate sheet of paper. 

 

1. What causes the violent crimes of Vandaleur’s Multiple-Aptitude android? (The graduate students 

Wanda and Jed are the first to see the correlation, the mathematician Blenheim is the first to explain it, 

and the psychometrician Nan Webb later adds details.) By the final paragraphs, readers have been given 

enough information to understand the reason for the ominous twitching, writhing, and violence of 

Vandaleur’s cheap new android—even though they are now on a planet where the original triggering 

event can never recur. Piecing the evidence together, how do you explain the crimes of the second 

android? How do you interpret Bester’s conclusion? 
 

2. Jean-Jacques Rousseau muses in The Social Contract (1764) that “a man thinks he is the master of 

others, whereas he is actually more of a slave than they”; in a letter written around the same time, he 

argues that “he who is a master cannot be free.” How do Rousseau’s ironic insights apply to the 

dilemma of Vandaleur in Bester’s story? Why would the M.A. android declare that “Sometimes it 

is a good thing to be property”? 

 

3. According to the opinion expressed in the short essay “On Projection”, reality is subjectively 

constructed from within the human mind. This stands in contrast to the idea that reality exists outside of 

the human mind, and that reality can be objectively perceived through the five senses. Is reality 

objective or subjective? Explain your answer using examples from the story. 
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