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There’s something happening here 
 What it is ain’t exactly clear 

 There’s a man with a gun over there 
 Telling me I got to beware 

 I think it’s time we stop, children, what’s that sound 
 Everybody look what’s going down 

 
– Stephen Stills

If you look back, many things that we thought were accidents turned out were not accidents. The
entire LSD movement itself was sponsored originally by the CIA, to whom I give great credit. I would
not be here today if it had not been for the foresight and prestige of the CIA psychologists, so give the
CIA credit for being truly an intelligence agency.

– Timothy Leary 
 High Times, February 1978

Sidney Cohen: Would you mind not calling it a cell? Let’s call it a cluster!
 Timothy Leary: All right. [Room laughs] Our undercover agents in Los Angeles were very cool

about, uh, and yet they did more in a very laid-back way, uh, and it’s every bit as public as some of
the other, you know, the buses running around the country

– https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_qaumQvMWBA

The basic thing nobody asks is why do people take drugs of any sort? Why do we have these
accessories to normal living to live? I mean, is there something wrong with society that’s making us
so pressurized, that we cannot live without guarding ourselves against it?

– John Lennon

If you think dope is for kicks and for thrills, you’re out of your mind. There are more kicks to be had
in a good case of paralytic polio or by living in an iron lung. If you think you need stuff to play music
or sing, you’re crazy. It can fix you so you can’t play nothing or sing nothing.

– Billie Holiday

Junk is the ideal product... the ultimate merchandise. No sales talk necessary. The client will crawl
through a sewer and beg to buy.

– William S. Burroughs

Words are the most powerful drugs used by mankind.

– Rudyard Kipling



 
Jerry held his guitar and picked some random licks. I spoke from an LSD haze. “LSD changes
perception. Music transcends the musician. You are the vehicle for communication.”

 Garcia stopped and stared at me.
 “I practice,” Garcia declared. “Anyone can do that.”

 That shut me up and he returned to the guitar.

– Rhoney Gissen Stanley, 
 Owsley and Me: My LSD Family

 



I

Preface

came to write about this subject from personal experience. I’ve been
working as a counselor for twenty-five years, largely in the field of

addictions. I studied psychology as an undergraduate. Some may think I
came into my views with an anti-drug agenda from early on, but it was
much the opposite. I abused drugs in high school and my first year of
college before weaning off them, but I still positively coupled them with
leftist activism.

I grew up in Baltimore with an immediate family that always had leftist
sympathies. My father organized doctors against the Vietnam War. My
mother was a public defender with a leftist perspective (leftist meaning, for
example, anti-war, anti-pollution, anti-poverty and pro-civil rights). Her
father was a successful activist lawyer whose work led to the FBI starting a
file on him. He did decades of free work for the NAACP, and he
successfully represented several Black Panthers in New York.

During my freshman year of college, I started getting more interested in
leftist activism. Then I took LSD about a half-dozen times. I never had the
proverbial “bad trip,” but I did see my grades drop drastically afterwards. A
classmate I befriended later in college took about the same amount of acid
in his sophomore year and had the same experience. That classmate and I
discussed our prior ability to write at least a full page of an essay in our
heads word for word before committing it to paper. We both lost that ability
after our LSD experiences. While our grades came back up after about a
year or more following our last hits of acid, we both still couldn’t remember
more than one sentence at a time for our class papers. This caused me to
drop the activism for a few years, until I felt that I had regained my normal
mental capacity.

LSD also negatively affected my confidence and emotional control for
many months, if not years, after the acid trips. I wrestled in college, and I
saw another upper-classman wrestler try to come back to the team after a
hiatus from school during which he ate dozens of hits of acid. He ended up
so anxious before each match that he had to vomit. This weakened him, and
he couldn’t perform half as well as he did in practice, leading him
eventually to quit. Both personally and professionally throughout the



following decades, I would see this weakening in emotional control
amongst many former acid users.

In college, after leaving drug abuse behind, I started reading some of the
activist books from my grandfather’s library. Initially, I had a hard time not
coupling the use of LSD and other drugs positively with the leftist activism
of the Sixties. Thus, I repressed my negative experience with acid, writing a
senior paper in college that partly glorified the drug. It took a while to fully
come to terms with LSD’s negative effects. Similarly, I have met a number
of people who were politically active in the Sixties and appear to repress
acid’s negative effects on them. On the other hand, one or two activists have
introspectively and openly discussed their negative LSD experiences with
me.

My earliest years of work started making me aware of the power
structure around alcohol and other drugs, even before doing addictions
work. I tended bar at a restaurant owned by powerful people. The owners
worked in the state government and were also connected to the Mafia. I
then worked as a probation officer and saw high-level drug traffickers let
off of major charges, while low level dealers and users received jail time.
Coworkers told me about the vast amount of money laundering going on
through the local restaurants. In 1989 I started working as an addictions
counselor—work that I continued in Baltimore, Washington D.C. and New
York City. In New York I completed a Masters in Social Work and started
counseling on a broader range of mental health issues.

I began conducting the research for this book in 1990. I came across
many “alternative” media articles that glorified LSD and other drugs. I read
various books that discounted the negative effects of acid, despite the
authors’ quoting interviewees who said they thought their mental abilities
were hurt by it. While in graduate school at Columbia University in the
mid-1990s, I poured over articles in the medical school library. I uncovered
a number of articles that discuss how LSD can cause mild-to-severe
cumulative damage to our minds.

My profession and my outside research enlightened me on the obvious
damage that abuse and/or addiction to THC, heroin, cocaine, ecstasy and
amphetamines can cause people. I have learned from personal and
professional experience how regular marijuana use can cause pronounced
apathy and have other negative consequences, particularly in teenagers. I’ve
also seen how “spice” (synthetic marijuana) is making people delusional.



I’ve seen how heroin and cocaine addiction can ruin lives, while ecstasy use
can cause memory problems and lead to depression.

I believe in legalizing the hemp plant, of which marijuana is a variety, as
well as in legitimatizing the use of medical marijuana, but I also see how
the over-prescribing of medical marijuana is rampant. Such “weed” use
tends to keep people distracted and diverted. This might be fine in a better
world, one where an oligarchy didn’t consistently erode our rights, take
more of our money and time, and constantly take and destroy innocent
lives.

Through my work and my writing I have heard familiar repetitive stories
regarding drug dangers. Addicts have to steal, deal drugs or prostitute to
support their habits. I’ve seen long-term acidheads whose anxiety had
gotten so bad that they woke up most mornings nauseated and vomiting
from it. Heroin, cocaine and methamphetamine users share needles and
contract HIV and hepatitis.

Involved with both creative writing and social activism outside of work,
I was exposed to some of the content of this book before it entered more
mainstream awareness, allowing me a personal perspective. For example,
while sitting in a Washington D.C. street in protest of the first Gulf War of
1991, I was told by a member of the Christic Institute about the Senate’s
1989 Kerry Report revealing CIA drug trafficking. These details became
more widely known through the investigative reporting of the late Gary
Webb.

Reading poetry locally and at larger forums such as the Lollapalooza
Music Festival, I befriended musicians who told me about the rampant
heroin use amongst “alternative” band members. Drug dealers that I met in
various venues, both as a counselor and socially, described how the drug
traffickers above them appeared to have government connections. Traveling
musicians conveyed stories coming out of Seattle about Kurt Cobain’s
possible murder. Women in New York told me about “rolling” (getting
high) on ecstasy with top male rap groups.

Throughout much of this book I repeat the idea that drug trafficking
oligarchs promote drugs to us by associating them with top musicians and
leftist activist leaders. It’s similar to the obvious sales technique of having a
beautiful, scantily clad woman on a new car. It can be hard not to get
similarly excited by a musician’s passionate drug references. It took me a
long time to realize what a visceral titillation it can be. However, while the



music may hold strong in songs glorifying heroin or acid, the lyrics start to
leave a sour taste for me personally, knowing how transiently exciting
escapes through drugs can bring on so many major problems.

Besides studying counseling in graduate school, I also took classes in
community organizing and social movements, working briefly through a
grant I applied for to complete a project in East New York. This experience
along with my trying to fit social activism in among my full-time
counseling work drove home two main points. First, I saw the importance
of having a clear mind for devising tactics and strategies in working against
powerful groups. Secondly, I saw how little time is available for balancing
activism, full-time work, and other aspects of life. Drug use takes up too
much time for activism, while also fogging the ability to best accomplish
activist goals.

Work in the counseling field led to discussion with coworkers who had
lived through the various events detailed in this book. Black residents of
Harlem, Washington and Baltimore all described the seemingly sudden
deluge of heroin that flooded their neighborhoods in the late 1960s, during
the Vietnam War. The immediate and huge increase in crime then kept
people off their porches and behind locked doors. In the 1980s, the wave of
crack cocaine resulting from U.S. meddling in Central America had an even
worse effect on their neighborhoods.

Some older whites described their anti-Vietnam War activism changing
into an immersion in what some called the “hippie movement,” with
everyone tripping from the late 1960s onwards. Even some black activists
described being scared off by political arrests during their “Friends of the
Panthers” work, only to join the more hedonistic hippie movement. LSD
use, synonymous with this movement, led to former activists and many
more experiencing subtle to severe problematic effects, lasting from weeks
to years.

I don’t use these stories as evidence for the theses herein. But I did use
them as leads to see if such evidence existed. This led to two decades of
research, culminating in this book. I have exhaustively documented it with
over 1400 notes, which I encourage you to explore.

In 1994 I came upon evidence of FBI Counterintelligence Program
(Cointelpro) targeting of the rap icon Tupac Shakur. This information
compelled me to take a turn in my research and writing, resulting in my
previously published book, The FBI War on Tupac Shakur and Black



Leaders. Working on the Tupac book opened many doors to a wealth of
information on underground activism and institutionalized political
targeting involving Cointelpro, the Black Panthers and other activist groups
of various ethnicities working with the Panthers. This invaluably enhanced
my commitment and the wealth of information brought to writing Drugs as
Weapons Against Us.

I want to again thank Tupac’s lawyers, manager, associates and Black
Panther extended family for so graciously sharing much private information
with me about his activist life, and death at the age of 25. Also thank you to
all of those working, professionally or otherwise, in the media, and in
activist groups, for helping to get word out on that book. The premature
deaths of Tupac and a number of other stars covered herein are tragic. Also
tragic are the early deaths of too many of their associates. That so many of
Tupac’s associates died under mysterious circumstances suggests a
continued U.S. intelligence cover-up of Tupac’s murder, which could
provide material for another whole book. Space precludes it all being
mentioned here.

Many readers may have their own preconceptions of what happened in
these various historical contexts, and, because the events involved beloved
musicians, people may get very passionate about their opinions. If this
applies to you, I hope you can carry your passion into the notes and see the
sources of the material. While I don’t claim to hold the ultimate truth on
any one matter, I urge you to keep an open mind. Some of my sources are
the CIA’s own Operation MK-Ultra documents. CIA Director Richard
Helms had ordered these shredded in the early 1970s, but 30,000 pages
remained untouched in the CIA’s finance department records. I’m hoping
my sources create a healthier debate over these issues.

In this book, I do not discuss the abuse or overuse of prescription
medications. I have little to say about the time-honored abuses of alcohol.
I’ve had a hard enough time creating a book of readable length in just
covering “illicit” drugs. Tomes can be written on all of these other
substances along the same veins traced here. Other researchers are urged to
do so, as much of this book’s content may be just the tip of the iceberg.

My next book is a novel.

John L. Potash
Baltimore, Maryland
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Chapter One

Opium Traders Achieve Global Predominance

s early as 3400 b.c., the Sumerians used the opium poppy, which
they called the “joy plant,” for its euphoric effects. In The Politics of

Heroin: CIA Complicity in the Global Drug Trade, University of Wisconsin
Professor Alfred McCoy explains that most opium, and its derivative
heroin, still comes from poppies grown in the northern section of former
Sumerian lands and adjoining territories. Today, this includes a narrow
4,500-mile stretch of mountains extending along the southern tier of Asia,
from Turkey through Iran, Afghanistan and Pakistan to India, an area
known as the “Golden Crescent.” That same stretch of mountains then
extends to the world’s second largest area of poppy cultivation in the
“Golden Triangle,” where Myanmar (formerly Burma), Thailand and Laos
come together adjacent to Vietnam.1

From as early as 1500 a.d., opium and other drugs played a crucial role
in the rise of industrialized powers. Professor Carl Trocki, of Queensland
University, Australia, provided this summary of the opium trade:

Accumulations of wealth created by a succession of historic drug trades have been among the
primary foundations of global capitalism and the modern nation-state itself. Indeed, it may be
argued that the entire rise of the west, from 1500 to 1900, depended on a series of drug trades.2

Professor Peter Dale Scott of the University of California at Berkeley
concurred:

All empires since the Renaissance have been driven by the search for foreign resources, and
nearly all, including the British, the French, and the Dutch, used drugs as a cheap way to pay
for overseas expansion.3

Access to an abundance of opium poppies by Western industrialized
countries brought centuries of problems to the East, particularly in China.
There, in the early 1500s, the Chinese had only used opium medicinally and
in oral form. During this time the Portuguese fleet initiated the smoking of
opium in China, discovering that the effects of smoking opium were
instantaneous. The Chinese, however, considered the practice barbaric and
subversive.4



In the early 1700s, the Dutch took over trade with China and the islands
of Southeast Asia, while popularizing the use of a tobacco pipe for opium
smoking. In 1729, the Emperor Yung Cheng issued an edict prohibiting the
smoking of opium and its domestic sale, except under license for use as a
medicine.5

By 1750, the British East India Company had taken control of several
opium-growing regions of India, and by the 1790s had developed a
monopoly on the opium trade. China’s new emperor, Kia King, then banned
opium completely. This failed to stop the British East India Company from
increasing their smuggling and sale of opium in China, which grew from 15
tons a year in the earlier 1700s to 3,200 tons a year by 1850.6

American University Professor Clarence Lusane argued that once Britain
had developed its empire, it used opium as an important new political tool
for conquest. The British, he wrote, used opium to help addict and control
the Chinese people en masse, increasing British profits in China and
allowing them easier access to China’s resources.7

Statements of high-level Chinese officials support this argument. In
1836, mandarin Hsu Nai-tsi, vice president of the Sacrificial Court,
informed the emperor that opium, originally ranked among the medicines,
was now being inhaled. Hsu called the practice “destructive … injurious,”
and despite its ban in 1799, the foreign “barbarian merchants” helped it
“spread throughout the entire empire.” Mandarin Chun Tsu, a member of
the Board of Rites, found that within the Chinese army, “a great number of
the soldiers were [opium] smokers; so that, although their numerical force
was large there was hardly any force found among them.” Chu proclaimed
the Chinese needed to oppose the “covetous and ambitious schemes” of the
British with their opium sales.8

By 1839, the British East India Company’s shipments of opium to China
reached 1,400 tons per year. The Chinese premier tried to outlaw foreign
ships from bringing opium into Chinese ports for sale. Chinese officials
confiscated 15,000 chests containing 95 tons of opium from foreign
merchants, including 10 tons from the American firm Russell & Co. They
dissolved the opium in a trench of water with salt and lime.9



Unwilling to lose the political power opium had given it, Britain attacked
China in the first Opium War, which lasted three years until 1842. China
then signed a peace treaty giving Hong Kong to Britain. China kept opium
illegal, but stopped confiscations. However, when Chinese officials tried to
enforce the prohibition of British opium sales, tensions led to the second
Opium War (1856-1858). Once more China lost and had to comply with
British demands to legalize the opium trade.10

In 1865, Scotsman Thomas Sutherland started the Hongkong Shanghai
Banking Company (later HSBC). A senior Chinese government official had
issued a warrant for future HSBC board member Thomas Dent in 1839, to
close his opium warehouses. This helped spark the first Opium War.
France’s Le Monde Diplomatique said that “HSBC’s first wealth came from
opium from India, and later Yunan in China.” Yunan is in the Golden
Triangle area. The first Opium War forced China to cede Shanghai to
Western powers, transforming it from a fishing village to China’s largest,
most modern city with a network of opium smoking dens. Prof. Alfred
McCoy would eventually call Hong Kong “Asia’s heroin laboratory,” and
HSBC would become the world’s second largest bank.

By 1900 China had an estimated thirteen million opium addicts. Six
years later, 27% of all adult males in China smoked opium. This astounding



rate of addiction has never since been equaled. Other Asian countries
developed similar public addiction issues when forced to participate in the
drug trade by European powers. Corrupt, foreign-supported leaders in these
countries may have also been motivated to make money on the side through
taxing opium sales.11

However, the opium-trafficking families of the U.S. and Europe made
the most money, as they bought most of the 35,000 metric tons of raw
opium being produced in 1906 and sold it at a premium once it was
processed. This was 85% of the world opium production that year and more
than four times as much from any other single source in history. Most of
this opium production took place in southern China, adjoining the area
considered the Golden Triangle of opium production in Laos, Thailand,
Burma (now Myanmar) and Vietnam.12

British rulers appeared to also use opium against British citizens who
struggled to better their living conditions. Famous British resident Karl
Marx coined the term “opiate of the masses” about opium abuse and
addiction keeping people politically asleep. The timing of the ill effects of
the industrial revolution—worker displacement, starvation and rioting in the
early 1800s—suggests that British rulers promoted opiates to help quell the
masses of poor and struggling workers, many of whom joined protests.13

After a particularly turbulent eight years of rioting and protest, in 1819
British Parliament passed the Six Acts, turning Britain into a police state.
These acts prevented public meetings, restricted newspapers, sped up the
judicial process and restricted access to firearms. Within ten years, street
patrols of police were introduced. In 1827, the first commercial batches of
the opium derivative morphine were produced.14

Opium distribution for medicinal and recreational use in industrialized
European countries led to problems among their own poor and working
classes. Professor Lusane cited Karl Marx in Capital, which stated that in
1861, 26 percent of deaths among English children resulted from their
working-class parents treating the children’s ailments with opiate
medicines. As Prof. Al McCoy also reported, mass addiction to opium
became a significant feature of the late 1800s in England.15

U.S., British Traffic Opium As Workers Organize



S tarting in the 1700s, the British East India Company acquired a
number of partners among American families from New England. The

opium merchants’ power and loyalty extended to their American partners,
and the American anglophiles showed their continued commitment to
Britain by becoming part of the reported 15% of Americans who fought for
the British as Loyalists during the American Revolutionary War.16

In his book, Pipe Dream Blues: Racism and the War on Drugs, Professor
Clarence Lusane argues that British aristocracy and many of America’s
wealthiest families used alcohol and drugs as weapons, not only in the East,
but also in Africa and in the Americas, with New England families
dominating the rum trade. Lusane notes that prior to European influence,
Africans traditionally drank only palm wine. Other intoxicants were used
medicinally and in moderation. European traders introduced rum, tobacco
and opium to Africa for economic gain, swindling African traders when
gathering captured slaves, and also introduced rum in the Americas to lead
a large percentage of Native Americans into dysfunction.17

The American families smuggling opium into China alongside the
British included the prominent Russell family of Connecticut. The Russells
intermarried with other rich families, including the Pierponts, the family
that later spawned tycoon Julius Pierpont “J.P.” Morgan. Over a half-dozen
of the richest families, including the Cabots, Cushings, Astors, and
Perkinses, gained huge wealth in the opium trade and went on to attain
positions of power in the U.S. In just one single year (1840) these New
Englanders brought 24,000 pounds of opium into the U.S.18

The Russell family helped found Yale University, and in 1833, one of the
Russells founded Yale’s elite secret society, Skull and Bones. A member of
the Cabot opium-trafficking family founded Harvard’s Porcellian Club,
called the Porc or Pig Club by critics. The Russell Company unabashedly
used the skull-and-bones pirate symbol in its international opium shipping.
In 1856, a Skull and Bonesman, Daniel Coit Gilman, co-incorporated the
Russell Trust Association, the opium-trafficking Russell family’s fund,
which then started bestowing money to Skull and Bones members. The
Russell Trust reportedly granted each Skull and Bonesman $15,000, the
equivalent of $255,000 in 2010 dollars, upon their graduation. In time,
many of these Bonesmen rose to the ranks of the most powerful people in
the world.19



In 1874, a British chemist turned the opium derivative, morphine, into
heroin. By 1898, the Bayer Company of Germany introduced heroin as a
commercial product. Bayer introduced its milder pain reliever, aspirin, one
year later. Both drugs were mass-marketed on a similar scale, with heroin
being touted as a “non-addictive” cure for adult ailments and infant
respiratory diseases. Other companies followed suit and mass marketed
heroin throughout Europe and America, with the American Medical
Association’s approval of heroin as a non-addictive morphine substitute.20

The next thirty years were a time of great political upheaval in the
United States. Socialist and anarchist newspapers thrived both in the cities,
particularly among recent immigrants, and in the rural areas where
homegrown leftist activists gained a readership. This widespread radical
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leftist political activism came on the heels of the American Industrial
Revolution, which followed a few decades after Europe’s Industrial
Revolution.

In the European countries, the newly rich industrialists stood in
opposition to the old money of the royal families. Columbia University
sociologists Richard Cloward and Frances Fox Piven described how these
European industrialists and royal families competed for the workers’
allegiance. This gave the workers more leverage to gain concessions, such
as better workplace conditions and national health care.

Piven and Cloward noted the marked difference between European and
American labor history. When the industrialists rose up in the U.S. after the
1860s Civil War, there was no aristocracy standing in opposition to them.
As workers in the factories tried to organize for better wages and
conditions, the industrialists initially used violence against them, but soon
employed more sophisticated strategies.21

The opium-trafficking families ramped up their importation of drugs by
the end of the 1800s. Companies marketed much of the imported opium and
its first derivative, morphine, in medicines. But at least a quarter of
imported opium was intended for smoking. By 1900 over 1% of the U.S.
population was addicted to opium. Addiction to opium, particularly heroin,
rose “at alarming rates” in 1903, in parallel with a rise of worker activism.22

During this time period, women organized for the right to vote. In the
1870s, police arrested Susan B. Anthony and Sojourner Truth for their
efforts in this cause. In 1890, the National American Woman Suffrage
Association was created to promote women’s voting rights. Many of these
activist women also fought for anti-lynching laws and formed groups
fighting for better working conditions.23 By the 1890s and early 1900s
women made up two-thirds to three-quarters of opium addicts.24

Opium Profiteers Buy Media, Push War

ale University Professor David Musto wrote that opiate addiction
reached its peak in the early 1900s, rising to a level never since

equaled in this country. The opiate-addict population nearly doubled the
rate of addiction today. It is unknown how many only “abused” opiates



without developing a full-fledged addiction. Abuse alone could generally be
enough to fill up users’ free time and disincline their political and social
activism.25

At the turn of the century, cocaine addiction became almost as
widespread as opiate addiction. This appeared to have its genesis in 1886
when, during the early stages of the Progressive Movement, the Georgia
counties of Atlanta and Fulton passed alcohol prohibition legislation. In
response, a Georgia pharmacist, John Pemberton, developed Coca-Cola, a
non-alcoholic version of French Wine Coca. He developed the original
formula for Coca-Cola, containing 2.5 mg of cocaine per 3.3 ounces of
fluid. The syrup had 5 ounces of coca leaf per gallon of syrup, an addictive
amount for those with the susceptibility. This formula was sold as a
headache cure and stimulant.26

A wealthy Atlanta pharmacist, Asa Candler, bought exclusive rights to
the Coca-Cola formula and incorporated Coca-Cola in 1892. Manufacturers
sold cocaine in a wide range of patent medicines, tonics, elixirs and fluid
extracts at that time. Asa Candler and his wealthy investors put massive
amounts of money into advertising his new drink for sale in popular drug-
store fountains all over the U.S. and Canada. It soon became America’s
most popular drink.

By 1902, cocaine-related products provided many ways to access the
drug on a daily basis. This led to an estimated 200,000 cocaine addicts in
the United States. Between 1900 and 1907, U.S. coca leaf imports tripled.
Hundreds of early Hollywood silent films depicted scenes of drug use and
trafficking.27

Meanwhile, leftist workers organizing for better work conditions gained
help from investigative magazines that exposed corrupt companies.
Together, these organizers and writers helped bring the reform-minded
president Theodore Roosevelt into office in 1901. Roosevelt, who also
founded the Progressive Party in 1912, helped gain the passage of anti-trust
laws to break up the robber barons’ monopolies over certain industries.
When these tycoons bought out all their competition in an industry, they
could raise prices as high as they liked. During the Roosevelt
administration, many laws and regulations were instituted to give the
average American a “Square Deal,” or a chance to make a fair living
without getting robbed by the rich.28
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Professor Musto detailed how the Progressive Movement of the late
1800s and early 1900s brought about “federal laws … improving the
nation’s morals and resisting the selfish actions of the rich and powerful.”
Most pertinently, it led to the prohibition of opium for non-medicinal
purposes by 1914, and the more problematic prohibition of alcohol a few
years later.29

In seeming reaction to these progressive political developments, the
Rockefeller and J.P. Morgan families bought out all the top investigative
magazines that contributed to American political reform.30 By 1915, J.P.
Morgan also bought out the major newspapers. The Congressional Record
revealed that in 1915, J.P. Morgan’s “‘steel, shipbuilding and powder
interests’ had purchased control of twenty-five great newspapers … to
control generally the policy of the daily press of the United States.”31

Control of the media aided the Rockefellers, the J.P. Morgan family, and
their fellow intermarried, wealthy families. In 1917, they swayed public
opinion and influenced the United States to aid England in World War I.
While tens of thousands of Americans died after the U.S. entered the war,
these wealthy families made huge profits from moneylending, steel
manufacturing for armaments, and oil sales for trucks, tanks, railroads and
airplanes.32

Media Promotes “Red Scare”

ontrol of the media aided the creation of the first “Red Scare.”
Researchers say the Russian Revolution of 1917 scared the wealthiest

in all the capitalist countries. The Russian Revolution took land from the
wealthy and redistributed it to the poor. It took ownership of the factories
and gave it to councils of workers. In response, to make sure nothing
fomented in the U.S, the corporate owners, including the Rockefellers,
Russells, Morgans, Vanderbilts, Carnegies, Harrimans and Bushes, helped
propagate a Red Scare through the media. Their tactics led to the Sedition
Act of 1918, which criminalized many behaviors formerly seen as merely
unpatriotic. Legislators also passed laws directed at immigrants, leading to
imprisonment and deportation of people for radical or anarchist political
beliefs.33 Evidence supports the case that U.S. intelligence framed Italian



anarchist organizers Nicola Sacco and Bartolomeo Vanzetti before their trial
and execution.34

In 1919 and 1920, U.S. Attorney General, A. Mitchell Palmer, and his
young functionary J. Edgar Hoover, started a mass arrest of immigrant
workers nationwide. These were known as the “Palmer Raids.” Hoover led
the “Alien Radical” division of the vastly expanded Bureau of Investigation
(soon the Federal Bureau of Investigation, or FBI). Estimates of the
numbers of Italian, Russian and other immigrants arrested for “radical
subversion” in one massive dragnet ranged from 3,000 to 19,000 persons.35

Some of the still-independent press complained, as did some members of
Congress. The Immigration Act of 1920 initially sought to help victims of
the Palmer Raids. It ended up making possession of radical literature, and
even sympathy for activist causes, punishable offenses for immigrants,
referred to as “aliens.” Criminal syndicalism charges started in most states,
and were used to repress socialist and anarchist political organizing. In 1903
the State Militias had been organized by Congress into what would become
the National Guard, for additional peacetime repression.36

Yet again, toward the end of the 1940s, U.S. intelligence, politicians and
journalists created a second Red Scare. The U.S. House of Representatives
Un-American Activities Committee (HUAC), along with a similar Senate
committee led by Senator Joe McCarthy, held hearings to root out
Communists, suspected Communists, and “fellow travelers.” Many were
jailed, thousands more were blacklisted, even for leftist leanings, making it
impossible for them to find jobs in their fields, most notably in the film
industry and the arts. The FBI visited employers and warned them not to
hire such people.37 They also interrogated friends and relatives of suspected
“pinko” targets. The CIA appeared to attack such targets out of concern for
anyone infringing on their own attempt to mold people’s hearts and
minds.38

A government memorandum showed CIA plans to set a particular
example of two Communist activists. Julius and Ethel Rosenberg were
convicted of treason for giving atomic secrets to the Soviet Union. They
became the only people executed for treason during peacetime. Later,
published evidence supported the possibility of their innocence.39 These
events demonized Italian and Jewish leftist communities and left them
fearful of participating in activism.40
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Politicians further directed legislation at workers’ organizations, such as
the Industrial Workers of the World, nicknamed the Wobblies. The
Wobblies used sitdown strikes to gain many workers’ rights. Starting in
1917, the U.S. Justice Department and War Department, with many high
posts held by the Rockefellers, Harrimans and Bush tycoons, ordered troops
to invade Wobbly headquarters, broke up Wobbly meetings, and took
Wobblies hostage without charges. The Postmaster suspended scores of
second-class mailing permits for progressive newspapers and magazines,
based on minor infractions, while the Justice Department closed down
socialist newspapers and deported the Italian immigrant publisher of the top
anarchist paper.41

Opium’s Role in Genocidal Eugenics, Nazi Atrocities

n 1902, Daniel Coit Gilman, the man who incorporated the Russell
Trust Association for America’s top opium-trading family, moved on

from his assistance to opium traffickers and accepted the first presidency of
the newly founded Carnegie Institution of Washington. One of Gilman and
the Carnegies’ first projects was the genocidal “eugenics” agenda. Award-
winning syndicated columnist Edwin Black wrote about the Eugenics
Movement exhaustively in his book, War Against the Weak. Black had his
manuscript for the book peer-reviewed and corrected before publication. He
noted that the word “eugenics” derived from the Greek for “well born.”42

Black described how the Rockefellers, Harrimans, Carnegies, and the
J.P. Morgan family used their money and influence to pass laws in a
majority of American states that led to the sterilization of poor people and
immigrants. The wealthiest enlisted military researchers to invent biased IQ
tests, called Alpha and Beta tests. These tests used wealthy white cultural
examples from the early 1900s, such as asking what was missing from a
tennis court or bowling alley. The tests purported to prove that “47% of
whites generally, 70% of Jews and 89% of Negroes were deserving of
elimination.” Asian and Latino immigrants were also targeted as inferior.43

Officials further used sly and unsavory means to kill poor Americans.
Incoming patients at certain hospitals were fed milk from tubercular cows,
resulting in a thirty- to forty-percent annual death rate. Such hospitals and



institutions were often the only ones in poor areas, like the Illinois
Institution for the Feebleminded in the Chicago area in Lincoln, Illinois.44

Ivy League universities, as well as Stanford, Johns Hopkins and others,
received funding from eugenicists to lend legitimacy to the fraudulent
pseudoscience. The Journal of the American Medical Association supported
eugenics in many of its articles, aiding the passage of sterilization
legislation in 27 states. These states also passed legislation against mixed-
race marriages.45 The Eugenics Movement had its founding national office
at Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory in Long Island, New York.46

Black’s extensive research exposed that during the 1920s, the rising
fascist revolutionary, Adolph Hitler, regularly communicated with
American eugenicists. The Carnegies and Rockefellers helped fund
eugenics institutions in Europe, particularly in Germany, to spread
genocidal racist ideology.

In 1928, the Ford Company and the Rockefellers interlocked their
companies with the giant German chemical company I.G. Farben (which
included heroin-introducer Bayer). All three companies played major roles
in Nazi Germany. I.G. Farben gave massive funds for Hitler’s election,
helped him initiate and wage his wars, and ended up running the largest
concentration camp—Auschwitz. Also, the U.S. Justice Department
eventually cited Rockefeller’s Standard Oil for exclusively providing their
sought-after synthetic rubber process to Nazi Germany’s navy. Black
further documented that the Ford Company used slave labor from the
Buchenwald concentration camp.47

London’s Guardian reviewed U.S. documents and found the Harriman
and Bush families joined these other groups in helping fund the rise of the
Nazis. George H.W. Bush’s father, Prescott Bush, managed the elite British-
American banking venture, Brown Brothers Harriman. BBH worked behind
the back of the British government on behalf of the government’s
opponents, the British royalty. Former Brown Brothers partner Montagu
Norman, a Bank of England Governor, was reportedly a Hitler supporter.
The bank also worked behind the back of President Franklin Roosevelt’s
administration. BBH and Bush-Harriman steel and shipping companies kept
up joint ventures with German steel mogul, Fritz Thyssen. In his
autobiography, I Paid Hitler, Thyssen boasted of helping finance Hitler’s
rise to power.48 Brown Brothers Harriman’s Silesian Steel owned German



steel and coalmines, and their Hamburg-Amerika shipping line spread pro-
Nazi propaganda in the U.S. and Germany.49

IBM also offered huge support to the Nazis. Edwin Black’s bestseller,
IBM and the Holocaust, detailed how IBM first used its Hollarinth punch
cards to systematize the extermination of Europe’s Jews, gypsies,
Communists, socialists, anarchists and homosexuals. IBM employees
conducted door-to-door censuses, and processed all of the information onto
punch cards. These cards acted as the key codes to the earliest versions of
computers, and kept the data necessary for identifying and speeding up the
execution of so many people. Six million Jews and five million people from
these other groups were killed on the spot or sent to one of at least 300
concentration camps. There, Nazis etched tattoos on prisoners’ arms with
numbers corresponding to their punch card numbers.50

Other U.S. major banks and corporations also aided Nazi Germany.
Chase Bank helped the Nazis exchange the money stolen from Jewish bank
accounts. General Motors supplied Hitler with tens of thousands of
inexpensive military Blitz trucks and worked with Rockefeller’s Standard
Oil and I.G. Farben to build advanced ethyl plants for the Nazis.51

Throughout WWI and WWII, the Russell Opium Trust-funded Skull and
Bones folks were omnipresent in power positions. They included Skull and
Bonesman Henry Stimson, who served as President W.H. Taft’s Secretary
of War, President Hoover’s Secretary of State, and President Franklin
Roosevelt’s Secretary of War. Roosevelt selected the aging Stimson to
appease the Republicans by making his cabinet more bipartisan after
entering WWII.52

Henry Stimson took direct control of the atomic bomb development,
overseeing the Manhattan Project.53 He pushed President Harry Truman to
drop the atomic bomb on the Japanese twice in several days, against the
wishes of most military commanders who said it was by no means
necessary.54 Such actions appeared indicative of the continued Eugenics
extermination philosophy.55

Oligarchs Foster the CIA



W
ithin the WWII intelligence group, the Office of Strategic Services (OSS),

were members of America’s wealthiest families, including J.P.
Morgan’s sons, the Mellons, Vanderbilts and Duponts.56 Later,
other key Skull and Bones members gained important positions in

U.S. intelligence including Prescott Bush, father of President George H.W.
Bush. These families played the major role in helping pass the legislation
titled the National Security Act of 1947. This act founded the Central
Intelligence Agency and gave the CIA preeminence among the other
fourteen-plus intelligence agencies developed thereafter.57

The highest-ranking CIA whistleblower, former Assistant Deputy
Director Victor Marchetti, was a 14-year CIA veteran. Marchetti joined
British magazine editor Frances Saunders in finding that virtually the entire
CIA leadership and middle ranks were filled with members of the white,
Protestant, wealthiest families, with the most connections coming from the
Rockefeller family and Foundation. It remained that way into the 1970s
with few exceptions. Brothers Allen and John Foster Dulles were close
friends with the Rockefellers. John headed the Rockefeller Foundation
before becoming President Dwight Eisenhower’s Secretary of State (1953-
61). Allen would become the longest serving CIA Director (1953-61).58

Nearly one quarter of a million federal documents released in the post-
WWII time period exposed the facts that the CIA, along with MI6, its
British equivalent, hired Nazi war spies and other war criminals following
the war. These included five key associates of infamous Nazi leader,
Adolph Eichmann, and top Nazi spy, Renald Gehlen. The CIA helped
Gehlen and his advisors retain their leadership in West Germany’s
intelligence network. A New York Times article revealed that the CIA gave
at least two of these Nazis citizenship. Many Nazi war criminals were
charged with mass murders. Yet MI6 also hired many Nazi agents,
including one responsible for killing close to 100 British agents.59

Researchers in the 1980s revealed other extensive aspects of CIA/Nazi
work. Award-winning investigative reporter Christopher Simpson’s 1988
book, Blowback: America’s Recruitment of Nazis, listed hundreds of
government archival files and thousands of documents, among its copious
citations, describing a half-dozen U.S. intelligence operations protecting
and employing Nazis. One, code-named “Sunrise,” was comprised of
former Nazi spies. Another, of Nazi scientists, was code-named
“Paperclip.” Simpson named Robert Lovett, Allen Dulles and OSS agent
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Frank Wisner as U.S. intelligence leaders who pushed the hiring of Nazis to
do CIA work in the U.S., Europe, Latin America and the Middle East.
Simpson summarized, “hundreds, and perhaps thousands, of such recruits
were SS [Nazi elite guard] veterans.”60

A whistleblowing former chief prosecutor of the Justice Department’s
Nazi War Crimes Unit, John Loftus, reported that under Operation Sunrise,
CIA director Allen Dulles helped smuggle some 5,000 Nazi Gestapo and
SS agents to South America for U.S. intelligence work.61 As detailed later,
these Nazis would help the CIA create vast drug trafficking networks in
Central and South America.

Super-Rich Control Media at Home & Abroad

.S. intelligence abided by the famous dictum of Nazi propagandist
Joseph Goebbels, who said the aim was not about controlling people

physically but controlling their hearts and minds. British magazine editor
Frances Saunders reviewed troves of buried archival U.S. intelligence
documents that explained their goals. In a 1950 “NSC Directive,” the U.S.
intelligence umbrella group, the National Security Council, described it as

psychological warfare … [through] propaganda … to influence [people’s] thoughts and actions
… [so that] the subject moves in the direction [controllers] desire for reasons which he believes
to be his own.62

U.S. intelligence leaders developed such extensive control over
American media that they boasted about it. In the late 1940s, the CIA’s
Frank Wisner, at the Office of Policy Coordination, oversaw 302 people on
their payroll. The Office conducted psychological warfare operations
through its “Propaganda Assets Inventory.” Wisner boasted he could, “play
the media like a mighty Wurlitzer [music organ].” Wisner supervised an
increasing staff that rose to 2,812 locally in 1952, along with 3,142 overseas
contract personnel. The budget also rose in that period from $4.7 million to
$82 million.63

While it is unknown exactly what Frank Wisner’s employees were
doing, various investigators shed some light on their work. Watergate
muckraking reporter Carl Bernstein wrote a seminal 1977 exposé on the



media. Despite his earlier ’70s Watergate fame, only Rolling Stone
magazine published this revealing article. Bernstein wrote that a Senate
Intelligence Committee forced CIA Director George H.W. Bush, to admit,
“more than 400 journalists had lived double lives, maintaining covert
relationships with the CIA.” Others in the CIA told Bernstein the number
was far higher. Bernstein listed the Senate Committee findings that owners
of virtually all of the leading media companies worked with the CIA. They
also had top executives, editors and journalists on the CIA payroll willing to
reprint CIA-written articles verbatim under their names.64



The CIA’s control of the media appeared to increase each year. Before
his retirement, veteran CIA agent Ralph McGehee obtained a CIA memo in
1991 claiming the Agency had representatives in every media outlet in the
country that helped to spin and censor the news.65

The Rockefeller and J.P. Morgan interests had already bought control of
the most influential newspapers and investigative magazines. Ben
Bagdikian, Dean of the University of California/Berkeley Journalism
School, set forth the ways in which multinational corporate owners



continued to gain even tighter controls over public information in his book
The Media Monopoly, describing how the ever-consolidating world of
media ownership approached near-monopolization by a few companies.66

He explained that most major media outlets have directors on their
company boards who also sit on the boards of major multinational
corporations. For example, the Board of Directors of Time magazine and the
industry standard-bearer New York Times also sit on corporate boards
involved in defense contracting, oil, and pharmaceuticals, as well as banks,
finance and insurance companies. Under law, “The director of a company is
obliged to act in the interests of his or her own company.”67 Thus, the
directors of media further the interests of the interlocked multinational
companies.

In the 1970s and 1980s, to further tighten the elite’s control of public
information, U.S. intelligence gained direct ownership over the vast
majority of magazine and journal information sources. One of their own
publications, Armed Forces Journal International, revealed that the
Pentagon (military intelligence) published 371 magazines in 1971, making
it sixteen times larger than the nation’s next biggest publisher. This number
increased to 1,203 different periodicals by 1982.68 These 1200 magazine
and journal titles straddled many areas of life, controlling information that
could make it to the pages of news, fashion and sports magazines crowding
book chain outlets.

In 1975, a Senate intelligence committee issued a report revealing the
taxpayer-funded CIA owned outright “more than 200 wire services,
newspapers, magazines, and book publishing complexes,” according to
Professor Michael Parenti in his book, Inventing Reality, and Washington
Post reporter Morton Mintz in his book, Power, Inc. Mintz quoted a Senate
Select Committee on Intelligence Activities 1976 report that showed how
the CIA promoted its own propaganda. It said a book written “by one CIA
operative was reviewed favorably by another CIA agent in the New York
Times.”69

Dan Rather, one of the best-known media insiders, described the media’s
conservative censorship in stark terms. Rather’s career included reporting
for United Press International, working as the CBS Southern Bureau chief
and then a position as anchorman on the CBS Evening News in 1981. He
remained in that position until 2005. In 2002, the British Broadcasting
Corporation interviewed Rather about the media’s aid in the suppression of



dissent in the United States. Rather said, “What you have here is a
miniature version of what you have in totalitarian states.”70

As detailed later, this kind of control over people’s access to information
would allow American rulers to manipulatively promote certain dangerous
drugs. It would further hide the use of Nazis in various U.S. intelligence-
related operations. And, it would influence people to fight wars to control
other countries’ drug crops, while leading people to believe they were
fighting for freedom and democracy.

Notes

1 Alfred McCoy, The Politics of Heroin: CIA Complicity in the Global Drug Trade (New York:
Lawrence Hill Books, 1972/1991), pp. 3, 20. McCoy started his investigation in 1971. As a 25-year-
old Yale graduate student, McCoy traveled to the Vietnam area during the U.S. war there. On
Sumerians, see PBS, “The Opium Kings: Opium Throughout History,” Frontline,
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/heroin/etc/history.html.

2 Carl Trocki, Opium, Empire and the Global Political Economy: A Study of the Asian Opium Trade
1750-1950 (Asia’s Transformations) (London: Routledge, 1999).

3 Peter Dale Scott, Drugs, Oil and War: The United States in Afghanistan, Colombia and Indochina
(New York: Rowman and Littlefield, 2003), p. 27.

4 PBS, “The Opium Kings: Opium Throughout History,” Frontline,
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/heroin/etc/history.html.

5 PBS, “The Opium Kings: Opium Throughout History,” Frontline,
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/heroin/etc/history.html.

6 PBS, “The Opium Kings: Opium Throughout History,” Frontline,
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/heroin/etc/history.html.

7 Clarence Lusane, Pipe Dream Blues: Racism and the War on Drugs (Boston: South End Press,
1999), pp. 28, 30.

8 Joyce Kolko and Gabriel Kolko, The Limits of Power (New York: Harper & Row, 1972), p. 157,
cited in McCoy, The Politics of Heroin, pp. 85-86. For an early 20th century book that describes the
China problem in even starker terms, see Samuel Merwin, The Drugging of a Nation: The story of
China and the opium curse; a personal investigation, during an extended tour, of the present
conditions of the opium trade in China and its effects upon the nation (New York: F.H. Revell, 1908),
http://archive.org/details/druggingnationst00merwiala.

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/heroin/etc/history.html
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/heroin/etc/history.html
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/heroin/etc/history.html
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/heroin/etc/history.html
http://archive.org/details/druggingnationst00merwiala


9 Maurice Agulhon and Barat Fernand, C.R.S. Marseille (Paris: Armand Colin, 1971), pp. 145-46,
cited in McCoy, The Politics of Heroin, p. 86.

10 La Marseillaise (Marseille newspaper), November 13, 17, 21 and December 10, 1947; cited in
McCoy, The Politics of Heroin, p. 88.

11 Jean-Louis Conne, “Maritime Business and the Opium Trade; HSBC: Chinese for Making
Money,” Le Monde Diplomatique (English edition), February, 2010.
http://mondediplo.com/2010/02/04hsbc. McCoy, The Politics of Heroin, p. 263. HSBC second
largest, 2014. http://www.relbanks.com/worlds-top-banks/assets. Regarding 27% of all adult males in
China smoking opium: International Opium Commission, Report, vol. 2 pp. 44-66; U.S. Department
of Commerce, Statistical Abstract 1915, p. 713. In McCoy, p. 88 n38.

12 McCoy, The Politics of Heroin, p. 495, “World Non-Medicinal Opium Production 1906-1989,”
Figures were compiled from several sources. International Opium Commission, Report of the
International Opium Commission: Shanghai, China, February 1-26, 1909 (Shanghai: North China
Daily News, 1909), p. 356; “Statistics of Trade in Opium: A. Import,” League of Nations, Advisory
Committee on the Traffic in Opium and Other Dangerous Drugs, Annual Reports of Governments on
the Traffic in Opium and Other Dangerous Drugs for the year 1935, vol. 11 (Geneva: League of
Nations, 1937), pp. 46-47; Average of two U.S. government agency estimates, U.S. Congress,
Senate, Committee on Appropriations, Foreign Assistance and Related Programs Appropriations for
Fiscal Year 1972, 92nd Cong. 2nd sess. (Washington, DC: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1971),
pp. 578-84; U.S. Cabinet Committee on International Narcotics Control (CCINC), World Opium
Survey 1972 (Washington, DC: CCINC, 1972), pp. 11, 138-39; U.S. State Department, Bureau of
International Narcotics Matters, International Narcotics Control Strategy Report, March 1990
(Washington, DC: U.S. Government Printing Office, March, 1990), p. 19.

13 See history of Luddites and the workers’ protests:
http://www.victorianweb.org/history/riots/luddites.html.

14 Roberto Mangabeira Unger, Free Trade Reimagined: The World Division of Labor and the Method
of Economics (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2007). On Six Acts, police, and morphine,
Patricia Hollis, Class and conflict in nineteenth-century England, 1815-1850, Birth of modern Britain
series, International Library of Sociology and Social Reconstruction (London: Routledge, 1973).
Morphine was first extracted in 1805. It was first commercially produced by Merck Pharmaceutical
company in Germany in 1827. McCoy, The Politics of Heroin, pp. 5-6.

15 Lusane, Pipe Dream Blues, p. 31. McCoy, The Politics of Heroin, p. 5.

16 Ray Raphael, A People’s History of the American Revolution (New Press: 2012), p. 393. Paul H.
Smith, “The American Loyalists: Notes on Their Organization and Numerical Strength,” William and
Mary Quarterly, Vol. 25, No. 2 (1968), pp. 259-77.

17 Lusane, Pipe Dream Blues, p. 28.

18 The Russells were amongst the dozen people who founded Yale University in the early 1700s. On
intermarriage of Russells and Pierponts, see “Birth of Yale,” The Yale Standard, March 3, 2012,
http://www.yalestandard.com/histories/birth-of-yale/. Regarding the other families who smuggled
opium, see PBS, “The Opium Kings: Opium Throughout History.”

http://www.victorianweb.org/history/riots/luddites.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roberto_Mangabeira_Unger
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Patricia_Hollis,_Baroness_Hollis_of_Heigham
http://books.google.com/books?id=HEXNoC7ket4C&pg=PT393
http://www.yalestandard.com/histories/birth-of-yale/


19 For $15,000, see Alexandra Robbins, Secrets of the Tomb: Skull and Bones, the Ivy League, and
the Hidden Paths of Power (Boston: Little Brown, 2002). For inflation conversion, see the inflation
calculator at http://www.westegg.com/inflation/infl.cgi. On Gilman, see “Daniel Coit Gilman, A
Biography; Fabian Franklin Tells the Life Story of a Great Educational Organizer and
Administrator,” New York Times, May 21, 1910, http://query.nytimes.com/mem/archive-free/pdf?
res=9F0CEFDA1530E23325752C2A9639C946196D6CF. On Cabot, see Francis Cabot Lowell
(1775-1817) “Papers: Guide to the Collection,” Massachusetts Historical Society. Also see, Robert
Thomas Jr., “Thomas Cabot, 98, Capitalist and Philanthropist, is Dead,” New York Times, June 10,
1995, http://www.nytimes.com/1995/06/10/obituaries/thomas-cabot-98-capitalist-and-philanthropist-
is-dead.html?src=pm. Note that most Ivy League schools had similar clubs started by these wealthiest
opium-trafficking families. It’s unknown if they also set up beneficial trusts as the Russells did, but
their families gained similar vast power in governmental affairs.

20 See Encyclopedia Britannica online: http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/263607/heroin.

21 This author’s explanation of Piven and Cloward’s “Dissensus Politics” comes from having
Cloward as a professor for several classes as well as a one-on-one tutorial at Columbia University
(1995-1998), and conducting a long personal interview with Frances Fox Piven (Spring, 1998). In
2000, they won an American Sociological Career Award for the Practice of Sociology. Piven was
also President of the American Sociology Association, 2006-07.

22 On 1% statistic, see Harold Doweiko, Concepts of Chemical Dependency (New York: Brooks
Cole, 8th Ed., 2011), p. 159. On 1903, see Frontline: “The opium kings: Opium throughout history,”
URL at note 4.

23 “One Hundred Years of Suffrage: An Overview,” complied by E. Susan Barber, on National
American Woman Suffrage Association Collection Home Page,
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/naw/nawstime.html.

24 Harold Doweiko, Concepts of Chemical Dependency, p. 159

25 David F. Musto, American Disease: Origins of Narcotic Control (New Haven: Yale University
Press, 1973), p. 5; Estimates among experts appear to differ somewhat. David T. Courtwright, Dark
Paradise: Opiate Addiction in America before 1940 (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1982),
Chap. 1, “The Extent of Opiate Addiction,” pp. 9-34. On abuse and addiction, this writer has worked
in the field of addictions for over twenty years. The view is partly based on the psychiatric standard
in the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual-IV, http://www.sis.indiana.edu/DSM-IV-Criteria.aspx.

26 On Pemberton and cocaine in original Coca-Cola, see SAMSHSA TIP 33: cites Coca-Cola
Bottling of Shrevebport, Inc et al. vs. The Coca-Cola Company, a Delaware Corporation, 769 F.
Supp. 671, www.neurosoup.com/addctions/history_of_cocaine_use.html. On addictive amount see
www.aana.com/peerassist.aspx. On headache cure and stimulant, see
http://www.washingtontimes.com/world/20040419-093635-4754r.html. Also see Michael R.
Liebowitz, The Chemistry of Love (Boston: Little, Brown, & Co., 1983).

27 Jill Jonnes, Hep-Cats, Narcs, and Pipe Dreams: A History of America’s Romance with Illegal
Drugs (New York: Scribner, 1996),
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/drugs/buyers/socialhistory.html#ixzz1bY37bnwl.
Foul play surrounded many aspects of Candler’s dealings with Coca-Cola. Researchers suggested
that Candler’s problems with Charley Pemberton resulted in Pemberton’s early death not long after
the sale.

http://www.westegg.com/inflation/infl.cgi
http://query.nytimes.com/mem/archive-free/pdf?res=9F0CEFDA1530E233A25752C2A9639C946196D6CF
http://www.masshist.org/findingaids/doc.cfm?fa=fa0251
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Massachusetts_Historical_Society
http://www.nytimes.com/1995/06/10/obituaries/thomas-cabot-98-capitalist-and-philanthropist-is-dead.html?src=pm
http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/263607/heroin
http://www.sis.indiana.edu/DSM-IV-Criteria.aspx
http://www.neurosoup.com/addctions/history_of_cocaine_use.html
http://www.aana.com/peerassist.aspx
http://www.washingtontimes.com/world/20040419-093635-4754r.html
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/drugs/buyers/socialhistory.html#ixzz1bY37bnwl


28 Ben Bagdikian, The Media Monopoly (Boston: Beacon Press, 5th ed., 1997), p. 211.

29 David Musto, “The History of Legislative Control over Opium, Cocaine, and Their Derivatives,”
http://www.druglibrary.org/schaffer/history/ophs.htm. Goode, 2005, p. 97 from
www.umsl.edu/~keelr/180/drughistory.html. On Harrison Act corrupted, doctors arrested, see
Stephen Kandall, “Women and Addiction in the United States, 1850-1920,”
http://www.nida.nih.gov/PDF/DARHW/033-052_Kandall.pdf. Edward M. Brecher and the Editors of
Consumer Reports Magazine, eds., The Consumers Union Report on Licit and Illicit Drugs (New
York: Little Brown and Co.), 1973.

30 Bagdikian, The Media Monopoly, p. 211.

31 New York Times, February 14, 1917; Congressional Record of February 9, 1917, page 2947, as
entered by Representative Oscar Callaway of Texas, http://query.nytimes.com/mem/archive-free/pdf?
res=9504E7DA1538EE32A25757C1A9649C946696D6CF.

32 Martin Horn, “A Private Bank At War: J. P. Morgan & Co. and France, 1914-1918,” Business
History Review Vol. 74, No. 1 (2000), pp. 85-112. Roberta Allbert Dayer, “Strange Bedfellows: J. P.
Morgan & Co., Whitehall and the Wilson Administration During World War I,” Business History
Vol.18, No. 2 (1976), pp. 127-51.

33 David D. Cole, “Enemy Aliens,” Stanford Law Review Vol. 54, No. 5 (2003), pp. 953-1004;
doi:10.2307/1229690.

34 Robert D’Attilio, “Sacco-Vanzetti Case,” Encyclopedia of the American Left, ed. Mari Jo Buhle,
Paul Buhle and Dan Georgakas (Chicago: University of Illinois Press, 1992), pp. 667-70.

35 Encyclopedia of the American Left, p. 647. Ward Churchill and Jim Vander Wall, Agents of
Repression: The FBI’s Secret Wars Against the Black Panther Party and the American Indian
Movement (Boston: South End, 1988), pp. 21-23.

36 Encyclopedia of the American Left, p. 648.

37 Richard M. Fried, Nightmare in Red: The McCarthy Era in Perspective (Oxford University Press,
1990).

38 See, for example, Victor Navasky, Naming Names (New York: River Run Press, 1991). On
blacklisted musicians such as Pete Seeger, see www.writing.upenn.edu/~alfilreis/50s/seeger-bio-
2.html.

39 Frances Stonor Saunders, The Cultural Cold War: The CIA and the World of Arts and Letters (New
York: New Press, 2000), pp. 180-83, 291. The Rosenberg children’s adopted father, Abel Meeropol, a
folk musician, had written Billie Holiday’s classic song “Strange Fruit,” about rampant lynchings
from trees in the South; http://www.law.umkc.edu/faulty/projects/ftrials/rosenb/ROS_BMER.HTM.
Saunders’s citations on Rosenbergs include Douglas Dillon to State Department, 5/15/53,
(CJD/DDE). Charles Taquey to C.E. Johnson, Psychological Strategy Board, 3/29/53 (CJD/DDE),
and C.D. Jackson to Herbert Brownell, 2/23/53 (CJD/DDE). On blacks and the arts, see C.D. Jackson
to Nelson Rockefeller, 4/14/55 (CDJ/DDE). For evidence of taped sessions stating that U.S.
intelligence fraudulently manufactured its key evidence against the Rosenbergs: Walter and Miriam
Schneir, Invitation to an Inquest (New York: Doubleday, 1965),

http://www.druglibrary.org/schaffer/history/ophs.htm
http://www.umsl.edu/~keelr/180/drughistory.html
http://www.nida.nih.gov/PDF/DARHW/033-052_Kandall.pdf
http://query.nytimes.com/mem/archive-free/pdf?res=9504E7DA1538EE32A25757C1A9649C946696D6CF
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/David_D._Cole
http://www.webcitation.org/5yPoygMSY
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Digital_object_identifier
http://dx.doi.org/10.2307%2F1229690
http://www.writing.upenn.edu/~alfilreis/50s/seeger-bio-2.html
http://www.law.umkc.edu/faulty/projects/ftrials/rosenb/ROS_BMER.HTM


http://www.nbooks.com/articles/archives/1966/feb/03/the-strange-trial-of-the-rosenbergs/?
pagination=false.

40 D’Attilio, “Sacco-Vanzetti Case,” Encyclopedia of the American Left , pp. 667-70.

41 Paul Buhle, “The Red Scare,” and Joyce R. Kornbluh, “Industrial Workers of the World,”
Encyclopedia of the American Left, pp. 357, 646-48. On Post Office Department denying second-
class mailing to IWW, see “International News,” The Maoriland Worker, Wednesday September 28,
1921, p. 4, http://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/cgi-bin/paperspast?a=d&d=MW19210928.2.19.2.

42 Black’s editors had nominated him for the Pulitzer Prize ten times. Edwin Black’s parents escaped
Nazis as teens and were “Partisans” fighting from the forests, along with many others. Edwin Black,
“Introduction to the 1984 Edition,” The Transfer Agreement: The Dramatic Story of the Pact Between
the Third Reich and Jewish Palestine (Washington, DC: Dialog Press, 2009), p. xxii.

43 Edwin Black, War Against the Weak: Eugenics and America’s Campaign to Create a Master Race
(New York: Four Walls Eight Windows, 2003), pp. 75, 81-84, 103-04.

44 Edwin Black, Nazi Nexus: America’s Corporate Connections to Hitler’s Holocaust (Washington,
DC: Dialog Press, 2009). Black, War Against the Weak, pp. 254-55. Black’s sources include: Neal
Black, Animal Health: A Century of Progress, Ch. 4; BBC, “Cattle TB Threatens Farmers,” June 27,
2002; State of Illinois Board of Administration, Volume II: Biennial Reports of the State Charitable
Institutions: October 1, 1914 to September 30, 1916 (State of Illinois, 1917), p. 695; “Superintendent
Leonard’s Report to Board of Administration,” Institutional Quarterly Vol. 7 (1916), pp.117-18. The
director of this institution and others like it proudly referred to them as “slaughterhouses”: Martin A.
Elks, “The ‘Lethal Chamber’: Further Evidence for the Euthenasia Option,” Mental Retardation Vol.
31, No. 4 (August 1993), p. 201.

45 “The New Format,” Eugenical News Vol. XVII (1932), p. 16. Referenced in Black, War Against
the Weak, p. 300 n81.

46 Black, War Against the Weak, p. 47. James Watson, known as co-discoverer of the DNA double
helix, worked at Cold Spring Harbor from the mid-1900s to the new millennium. Reporters quoted
him as making the erroneous, racist statement, “Blacks are genetically less intelligent.” Black, War
Against the Weak, p. 426; CNN, “Nobel Prize-Winning Biologist apologizes for remarks about
blacks,” October 19, 2007, http://www.cnn.com/2007/WORLD/europe/10/18/nobel.apology/.

47 That company’s interlocking board of directors included: Edsel Ford of the U.S. and Carl Bosch of
Ford Germany, along with Walter Teagle of Rockefeller’s Standard Oil. Other directors included
Jewish banker Paul Warburg of the Federal Reserve; Moody’s Manual of Investments (1930),
Anthony Sutton, Wall Street Rise of Hitler (GSG & Associates, 1976), Ch. 2; Edwin Black, IBM and
the Holocaust (New York: Three Rivers Press, 2001), pp. 337, 420-21. On Ford, see Edwin Black,
“GM and the Nazis: Part 4,” http://www.whale.to/b/black_gm.html. Originally in Edwin Black,
Internal Combustion: How Corporations and Governments Addicted the World to Oil and Derailed

the Alternatives (New York: St. Martin’s Press, 2006). On Black’s meticulous peer review process,
see http://h-net.msu.edu/cgi-bin/logbrowse.pl?trx=vx&list=h-
holocaust&month=0202&week=b&msg=CLsUq0I7pif6wz7tL9MPRg&user=&pw=.

48 Ben Ari and Duncan Campbell, the Guardian (London), 9/25/04. Document citations found in
Webster Tarpley and Anton Chaitkin, George Bush: The Unauthorized Biography (San Diego, CA:
Progressive Press, 2004), pp. 2, 6-44, include “Office of Alien Property Custodian, Vesting Order

http://www.nybooks.com/articles/archives/1966/feb/03/the-strange-trial-of-the-rosenbergs/?pagination=false
http://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/cgi-bin/paperspast?a=d&d=MW19210928.2.19.2
http://www.cnn.com/2007/WORLD/europe/10/18/nobel.apology/
http://www.whale.to/b/black_gm.html
http://h-net.msu.edu/cgi-bin/logbrowse.pl?trx=vx&list=h-holocaust&month=0202&week=b&msg=CLsUq0I7pif6wz7tL9MPRg&user=&pw


No. 248.” The order was signed by Leo T. Crowley, Alien Propert Custodian, executed 10/10/42;
F.R. Doc. 42-11568; Filed 11/6/42; 7 Fed. Reg. 9097 (11/7/42). Fritz Thyssen, I Paid Hitler, 1941,
reprinted (Port Washington, NY: Kennikat Press, 1972), p. 133. Thyssen said that his contributions
began with 100,000 marks given in October 1923 for Hitler’s attempted “putsch” against the
constitutional government. On Brown Brothers Harriman and Montagu Norman, see Andrew Boyle,
Montagu Norman (London: Cassell, 1967); Sir Henry Clay, Lord Norman (London: McMillan & Co.,
1957), pp. 18, 57, 70-71; John A. Kouwenhouven, Partners in Banking …Brown Brothers Harriman
(Garden City, NY: Doubleday & Co., 1969).

49 Most of this material is in both Ari and Campbell, the Guardian (London), 9/25/04 and Tarpley
and Chaitkin, George Bush, pp. 26-44. On Morgan Chase Bank aid of Nazis, see Tim Reid, “Files
Show CIA Gave Jobs to Nazi Criminals,” Times (London), 5/14/04, reprinted at
http://blog.zmag.org/rocinante/archives/000392.html. Note on Henry Ford from James Pool and
Suzanne Pool, Who Financed Hitler? (New York: Dial Press, 1978), Ch. 3, as cited in Jonathan
Vankin, Conspiracies, Cover-ups and Crimes (New York: Dell, 1992), p. 292. Tarpley and Chaitkin
include a picture of the Library of Congress/Law Department’s copy of the U.S. government WWII
“vesting order” #248, seizing the Union Banking Corporation as a front for Fritz Thyssen and his
Nazi Steel Trust, see pictures between pp. 114-15.

50 Edwin Black, IBM and the Holocaust (New York: Three Rivers Press, 2001). On 300
concentration camps, see Memories of the Camps, aired originally on Frontline, PBS, 1985.
Originally edited partly by Alfred Hitchcock, after footage taken in 1945 by filmmakers who
accompanied the troops when they liberated the concentration camps.

51 A U.S. Senate investigating committee found that the Nazis admitted that they couldn’t have taken
over other countries without this performance-boosting gasoline additive. Edwin Black, Internal
Combustion: How Corporations and Governments Addicted the World to Oil and Derailed the
Alternatives (New York: St. Martin’s Press, 2006). General Motors “humanitarian” efforts continued
long after the war. GM led a criminal conspiracy to monopolize and undermine mass transit in
dozens of American cities; sixteen months after the end of World War II, FBI Director J. Edgar
Hoover got a memo outlining GM’s work to develop shadow company National City Lines in 1937.

As suggested by a theme in the 1980s movie Who Framed Roger Rabbit, General Motors helped
create the front company National City Lines, with five uneducated bus drivers, the Fitzgerald
brothers, owning it. General Motors led Mack Truck, Phillips Petroleum, Standard Oil of California
and Firestone Tires in operating behind the scenes as major preferred stockholders of National City
Lines. The company bought trolley car systems in more than sixteen states and pulled the tracks from
the streets. They then trashed or burned the cars and replaced them with more expensive and
environmentally-hazardous motor buses.

52 Susan Dunn, “When Partisans Became Partners,” New York Times, 12/1/12;
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/12/02/opinion/sunday/can-bipartisanship-work-it-did-in-1940.html.

53 Sean L. Malloy, Atomic Tragedy: Henry L. Stimson and the Decision to Use the Bomb Against
Japan (Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 2010).

54 Alexandra Robbins, Secrets of the Tomb: Skull and Bones, the Ivy League, and the Hidden Paths of
Power (Boston: Little, Brown, 2002). John Bonnett, “Jekyll and Hyde: Henry L. Stimson, Mentalite,
and the Decision to Use the Atomic Bomb on Japan,” War in History Vol. 4, No. 2 (1997), pp. 174-
212. Washington Blog, “The Real Reason America Used Nuclear Weapons Against Japan (It Was Not
to End the War or Save Lives),” October 14, 2012. This article gives quotes and sources of most of

http://blog.zmag.org/rocinante/archives/000392.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/12/02/opinion/sunday/can-bipartisanship-work-it-did-in-1940.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robbins,_Alexandra
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Little,_Brown


the top military leaders from that time period: http://www.washingtonsblog.com/2012/10/the-real-
reason-america-used-nuclear-weapons-against-japan-to-contain-russian-ambitions.html.

55 ABC News.com, “State Secret: Thousands Secretly Sterilized: N.C. Woman Among 65,000
Sterilized by Gov’t, Often Without Their Knowledge, in 20th Century,” 5/15/05. ABC News’ Keith
Garvin originally reported this story for World News Tonight on 4/23/05:
http://abcnews.go.com/WNT/.

56 Saunders, The Cultural Cold War, pp. 34-35.

57 Tarpley and Chaitkin, Bush, pp. 15, 31, 66-7. The authors cite the following references in the
endnotes for those pages: On Lovett and BBH, see Kouwenhouven, Partners in Banking. On Prescott
Bush’s father Sam on War Industries Board helping Rockefellers, see Gen. Hugh S. Johnson to Major
J.H.K. Davis, 6/6/18, file no. 334.8/168 or 338.451 in U.S. National Archives, Suitland, MD. On
Prescott and U.S. intelligence, in 1962 he founded a National Strategy Information Center with future
CIA Director William Casey, “that got into trouble for financing publications issued by a CIA front
company engaged in disinformation campaigns”; reference Bob Callahan, “Agents for Bush,” Covert
Action Information Bulletin, #33, in Jon Vankin, Conspiracies, Cover-ups and Crimes (New York:
Dell, 1992), pp. 232, 348.

58 Victor Marchetti and John D. Marks, The CIA and the Cult of Intelligence, pp. 44-46, 266-69, 315.
British magazine editor Frances Stoner Saunders, also backs this claim: Saunders, The Cultural Cold
War, pp. 41, 142-45.

59 Book review of U.S. Intelligence and the Nazis: Thom J. Rose, “Files Show Nazi Criminals’ U.S.
Intel Role,” United Press International, 5/13/04. Tim Reid, “Files Show CIA Gave Jobs to Nazi
Criminals,” Times (London), 5/14/04, Overseas News, p. 20. Elizabeth Olson, “Documents Show
U.S. Relationship with Nazis During Cold War,” New York Times, 5/13/04, p. 5. Sarah Helm, “MI6
Protected Nazi Who Killed 100 British Agents,” Times (London), 5/14/05, www.timesonline.co.uk.

60 Christopher Simpson, Blowback: The First Full Account of America’s Recruitment of Nazis, and
Its Disastrous Effect on Our Domestic and Foreign Policy (New York: Weidenfeld and Nicolson,
1988). Simpson was also a visiting scholar at the Institute for Policy Studies and research director for
famed French film director Marcel Ophuls’s film on Nazi Klaus Barbie. On Paperclip and similar
coded operations, see pp. 35-36, 38-39, 73. On recruits as ex-SS, p. xv. On Lovett and Dulles, pp. 4,
8, 92-93, 100, 104. On U.S., Europe, Latin American and Middle East, see, for example, Italy pp. 88-
94; Egypt/Middle East, pp. 244, 248, 260; Latin America, pp. 179-80, 186, 189, 194.

61 Note that one of Loftus’s books making some of these claims was nominated for a Pulitzer Prize:
John Loftus, The Belarus Secret (New York: Knopf, 1982). Loftus later published a fuller,
uncensored version of this book, when his security obligation of non-disclosure had expired, as
America’s Nazi Secret (Walterville, OR: TrineDay, 2010). Also, Publishers Weekly noted that Loftus
and co-author Mark Aarons interviewed some 500 former intelligence officers of various
nationalities for The Secret War Against the Jews: How Western Espionage Betrayed the Jewish
People (New York: St. Martin’s Griffin, 1997). The authors included 115 pages of references.

During his investigations of the post WWII Justice Department, John Loftus also found that a circle
of elite families, mostly in the U.S. but also in England, actually had bankrolled the Nazis from their
inception. In The Secret War Against the Jews, Loftus noted that these elite families included the
Rockefellers, Harrimans, and Bushes, and they worked with the German industrialist Fritz Thyssen,
whose memoir was I Paid Hitler(reprint Port Washington, NY: Kennikat Press, 1972). Loftus said the

http://www.washingtonsblog.com/2012/10/the-real-reason-america-used-nuclear-weapons-against-japan-to-contain-russian-ambitions.html
http://abcnews.go.com/WNT/
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/


financiers took advantage of the fact that WWI impoverished Germany, which allowed them to pay
for vast propaganda and a mercenary army of Brownshirts for Hitler. See John Loftus and Mark
Aarons, The Secret War Against the Jews (New York: St. Martin’s Press, 1994) and Thyssen, I Paid
Hitler, p. 133.

62 National Security Council Directive, 10 July 1950, quoted in Final Report of the Select Committee
to Study Governmental Operations with Respect to Intelligence Activities (Washington: United States
Government Printing Office, 1976). Cited in Saunders, The Cultural Cold War, p. 4, nn. 5, 6.

63 Saunders, The Cultural Cold War, p. 41. Also see Lisa Pease, “The Media and the Assassination,”
in eds. James Di Eugenio and Lisa Pease, The Assassinations: Probe Magazine on JFK, MLK, RFK,
and Malcolm X (Los Angeles: Feral House, 2003), p. 300. On Wisner’s “Wurlitzer,” Joseph
Crewden, “Worldwide Propaganda Network Built by the CIA,” New York Times, 12/26/77, p. 1.

64 Carl Bernstein, “The CIA & the Media,” Rolling Stone, October 20, 1977. On more than 400, see
p. 55. On virtually all leading media companies, p. 56. On Senate Intelligence Committee forcing the
disclosure, p. 65. On “far” more than 400, see CIA “officials most knowledgeable about the subject
say that figure of 400 American journalists in on the low side,” p. 66. On “living double lives,” see
one-time CIA Deputy Director William Bader and others saying “reporters had been involved in
almost every conceivable operation,” p. 66. On reprinting CIA-written story under another name, see
example of Cy Sulzberger, p. 59. On some first worked for media, some CIA, p. 63. On work as
“covert operations” vs. “foreign intelligence,” p. 66. On CIA spy work on Americans locally, see
Seymour Hersh, “Huge C.I.A. Operation Reported in U.S. Against Antiwar Forces, Other Dissidents
in Nixon Years,” New York Times, 12/22/74, p. A1. On blacks, Seymour Hersh, “CIA Reportedly
Recruited Blacks for Surveillance of Panther Party,” New York Times, March 17, 1978, p. A1, A16,
quoted in Huey P. Newton, War Against the Panthers (New York: Harlem River Press/Writers and
Readers Publishing, 1996), p. 90.

65 On McGehee, a former 25-year CIA operative, he obtained documents from 1991 through the
Freedom Of Information Act (FOIA) in which the CIA’s Public Affairs Office (PAO) said, “PAO
now has relationships with reporters from every major wire service, newspaper, news weekly, and
television network in the nation. This has helped turn some ‘intelligence failure’ stories into
‘intelligence success’ stories … In many instances, we have persuaded reporters to postpone, change,
hold, or even scrap stories,” from Lisa Pease, “The Media and the Assassination,” in The
Assassinations, p. 311.

66 Bagdikian, The Media Monopoly, pp. 210-11. This was also noted in the film America: Freedom to
Fascism (2006) by the director of the hit comedy Trading Places (1983), Aaron Russo. Russo was
diagnosed with cancer and died young, after refusing one of the Rockefeller’s attempts to “coopt”
him by asking him to join the Council on Foreign Relations.

67 Bagdikian, The Media Monopoly, pp. ix, 24-25. Other researchers have elaborated on how the top
corporations control the general political state of the nation, partly through their dominance in the
National Association of Manufacturers. For example, see an essay by Alex Carey, “Managing Public
Opinion: The Corporate Offensive” (University of New South Wales, 1986, mimeographed), pp. 1-2.
This essay had also been referenced in Noam Chomsky and Edward Herman, Manufacturing
Consent: The Political Economy of the Mass Media (New York: Pantheon Books, 1988), p. 342n.
Bagdikian cited a 1979 study by Peter Dreier and Steven Weinberg that listed the New York Times
interlocked Board of Directors as including Merck, Morgan Guaranty Trust, Bristol Meyers, Charter
Oil, Johns Manville, American Express, Bethlehem Steel, IBM, Scott Paper, Sun Oil, and First
Boston Corporation. Time, Inc. (before becoming Time Warner ) “had so many interlocks it almost



represented a Plenary Board of directors of American business and finance, including Mobil Oil,
AT&T, American Express, Firestone Tire and Rubber Company, Mellon National Corporation,
Atlantic Richfield, Xerox, General Dynamics, and most of the major international banks. It’s
interesting to note that Bagdikian did not set out to find this information. During a sabbatical to study
the media industry, Bagdikian set out to research another topic before he found out about the ever-
consolidating media ownership.

68 “DOD Kills 205 Periodicals; Still Publishes 1,203 Others,” Armed Forces Journal International,
August 1982, p. 16, in Chomsky and Herman, Manufacturing Consent, p. 20.

69 On first Senate intelligence report quote, Michael Parenti, Inventing Reality: The Politics of the
Mass Media, (New York: St. Martins Press, 1986), p. 233. This information is also referenced in
Morton Mintz and Jerry Cohen, Power Inc. (New York: Bantam Books, 1976), p. 364. On the Times
exposé, Joseph Crewden, “Worldwide Propaganda Network Built by the CIA,” New York Times,
December 25, 26, 27, 1977. On CIA agents in New York Times reviewing CIA books, see Senate
Select Committee on Intelligence Activities, Final Report, April 1976, cited in Mintz and Cohen,
Power, Inc., p. 364. Also see Columbia Journalism Review, July/August 1976, pp. 36-37 and David
Wise and Thomas Ross, The Invisible Government (New York: Bantam, 1965), pp. 134-35, 267; both
cited in Parenti, Inventing Reality, p. 233, n. 28.

70 A clip of Dan Rather saying this was included in Why We Fight (Sony, 2005), director Eugene
Jarecki. This film won the Grand Jury Prize for documentary at the Sundance Film Festival. Rather’s
quote was reprinted at www.mediaresearch.org/cyberalerts/2002/cyb20020517_extra.asp.

http://www.mediaresearch.org/cyberalerts/2002/cyb20020517_extra.asp




P

Chapter Two

How the CIA Used LSD as a Weapon

Seventy-six LSD subjects (24% of 320) reported one or more long-term adverse reactions to LSD
exposure (Table 6) (US Army 1980). All complaints from subjects were reported as “adverse effects”
even though these events had occurred on average 19 years earlier.

– US Army Medical Department, US Army Health Services Command, Project Director LTC
David A. McFarling, MC. “LSD Follow-up Study Report, October 1980.”1

roject MK-Ultra was the CIA’s umbrella name for at least several
projects that used psychedelic drugs against the enemies of the

American ruling oligarchy. This was revealed by Martin Lee and Bruce
Shlain, who interviewed hundreds of people and read thousands of
declassified government documents, books and articles for their book Acid
Dreams, The Complete Social History of LSD: The CIA, the Sixties and
Beyond. Although CIA Director Richard Helms destroyed all of the CIA’s
MK-Ultra files in 1973, he missed the financial department’s files. It is
those files and other source material that provided Lee, Shlain and other
researchers with information on the project.2

One such researcher, Professor Alfred McCoy, the author of The Politics
of Heroin, later wrote about the CIA projects that led up to MK-Ultra. In his
book, A Question of Torture, McCoy wrote that Dr. Kurt Plotner and other
Nazi scientists tested mescaline on concentration camp prisoners during
World War II. The New York Times wrote that the U.S. Justice Department
printed a 600-page secret report in 2006 about the U.S. government’s
operations saving Plotner and thousands of other Nazis.

Writers such as retired Air Force colonel Walter Boyne, a former director
of Washington’s Air and Space Museum, wrote an Air Force Magazine
article about “Project Paperclip” (better known as Operation Paperclip) that
saved at least 700 Nazi scientists. The Joint Chiefs of Staff started these
operations in 1945, and the CIA continued them, saving what was originally
estimated as “10,000 Nazis” from various professions, though the Justice
Department report found a somewhat lower number of Nazis saved. The
operations gave these Nazis employment with the U.S. government,
ostensibly to fight Communism during the Cold War.3



Hank Albarelli Jr., a veteran journalist who also had served in President
Jimmy Carter’s administration, wrote several articles as well as a book
about Operation Paperclip and MK-Ultra, exposing the fact that the
Operation transferred over 1,600 Nazi scientists to the U.S. to work in the
former eugenics office, known as Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory, as well
as in the Brookhaven nuclear laboratory and on Plum Island, the site of
biological weapons experiments. Nazi scientists brought with them their
research on psychedelics into offices shared with CIA scientists. They also
regularly met with Swiss Sandoz scientist Albert Hoffman.4

The many inhumane exploits of these Nazi scientists who later worked
in MK-Ultra programs are well known. CIA-employed Nazi scientist
Herbert Gerstner had programmatically killed German children.5 America’s
“father of space medicine,” Hubertus Strughold, tested psychedelics on
concentration camp victims at Dachau, and he conducted experiments that
involved shooting victims, injecting them with gasoline, crushing them to
death, and freezing them to death in ice water.6

In 1938, Albert Hoffman created Lysergic acid diethylamide (LSD)
while working for a Swiss company, Sandoz, a subsidiary of the Nazi I.G.
Farben cartel. The Swiss pharmaceutical industry had previously handled
much of the European opium traffic. Sandoz then supplied LSD to Nazi
doctor Joseph Mengele who first experimented with it on concentration
camp victims.7

In 1943, Albert Hoffman tried his first experiment with LSD on
unwitting patients at a Swiss hospital; he then experimented on university
students and laboratory workers. At least one of them committed suicide by
jumping from a high window. A later Independent Commission of Experts
in Switzerland found that Sandoz, as well as the Swiss pharmaceutical
company Ciba, acted in collaboration with I.G. Farben in Nazi atrocities.
During WWII, Farben fired all the Jews employed in its companies and
replaced them with Nazi supporters. They also collaborated on the
manufacturing of Zyklon B and other lethal gasses used in concentration
camps.8

Gordon Wasson, who had been working as a vice-president of J.P.
Morgan and Company, reported that he and several scientists began
working for the CIA several years after it had formed.9 Wasson traveled the
world with CIA scientists in search of poisonous and psychedelic
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mushrooms that they gathered and sent to Albert Hoffman at Sandoz.10 In
the late 1950s, Wasson published an article in Life magazine promoting
psychedelic mushrooms.11

CIA-employed American and former Nazi scientists started Operation
Bluebird, which used drugs, electroshock, hypnosis and psychosurgery to
control people during interrogation. Dr. Charles Savage headed this
program at the Naval Medical Research Institute in Bethesda, Md.

The U.S. Army made former Nazi Friedrich Hoffman (no relation to
Albert) the “Chief of Agents” (drugs) at Maryland’s Edgewood Chemical
Arsenal, where seven other former Nazi scientists also worked. Hoffman,
Dr. Savage and fellow scientists gave LSD to unknowing soldiers at
Edgewood in the 1950s. They then coupled the LSD with other techniques
in a project called Artichoke. Their experiments included keeping prisoners,
who were drug-treatment patients in Lexington, Kentucky, tripping for 77
days straight.12

The U.S. Army also worked with the CIA in running similar experiments
in their Chemical Warfare Laboratories, sharing their research with British
and Canadian scientists. The CIA claimed they researched LSD because of
an unverified report that the Soviet Union had bought up the world
supply.13 However, only three months before, CIA Director Helms had said
the Soviets were five years behind the U.S. in LSD research.14

Similarly, a group of conservative politicians formed the Committee on
the Present Danger and propagandized the myth of Soviet technical
superiority in nuclear weapons. They warned of imminent danger from a
Soviet Union nuclear attack. In reality, the Soviet Union developed nuclear
arms years after the U.S. The Soviet arsenal never came close in size to
America’s. The CIA also falsely claimed the Russians might put LSD in the
U.S. water supply. In fact, it was the CIA that researched and successfully
found a way to make LSD work in a water supply.15

MK-Ultra Widens Use of LSD & Other Drug Weapons

ithin several years, the CIA combined many of its mind-altering
drug programs under the title MK-Ultra. At the time, future CIA

Director Richard Helms was an assistant deputy, in charge of covert



operations, and supervised Dr. Sidney Gottlieb, who ran the program.
Gottlieb had worked on other projects that obtained substances from the
U.S. Army Special Operations, and he continued to direct the testing of
LSD and other substances as potential incapacitants, and for the purpose of
assassination. Two other areas of MK-Ultra focus included cancer-causing
compounds and radiation warfare, the latter of which was almost
completely blacked out of CIA documents.16

The CIA put LSD in the drinks of thousands of unsuspecting people
from the 1950s onwards. Jonathan Marks, Director of the Bureau of
Intelligence and Research at the U.S. State Department, described how the
CIA started dosing individuals in 1952.17 The CIA leaders came from some
of the wealthiest families, and they considered leftists their political
opponents. The CIA eventually would develop a hit list of leftist leaders to
dose, damage and discredit (presumably with an extremely large amount of
LSD at one time). Marks stated that the involuntary dosing with LSD
caused one Argentine leftist professor, an early victim, to act in highly
irrational ways that discredited him for several years.18 As will be discussed
in more detail, one of the largest populations of saved Nazis was in
Argentina.

Syracuse University math professor William A. Pierce was targeted by
the CIA’s MK-Ultra for speaking out against the McCarthy era purging of
leftist academics. Pierce’s Math Department chair fired two members of his
department for alleged activities in “controversial” political groups. Pierce
said he was considered a “left-winger,” due “partly to my membership in
peace groups and opposition to the Cold War, but it was primarily my
criticism of FBI investigations.” The House Un-American Activities
Committee investigated Professor Pierce. Pierce moved to Oklahoma State
University, where he published a letter criticizing unreasonable psychiatric
hospitalizations. A few days later, a police officer and sheriff’s deputy
arrested Pierce for false reasons, involuntarily committed Pierce, and placed
him under the care of influential MK-Ultra doctor Louis Joylin West. Pierce
would never teach again.19



By 1953 the CIA had ordered 10 kilos of LSD from Sandoz for
$240,000. Having already tested LSD many times since 1949, the CIA
knew this supply offered one hundred million doses. The CIA asked the Eli
Lilly pharmaceutical company to try to synthesize LSD. By mid-1954, Eli
Lilly broke Sandoz’s formula and assured the CIA that in a matter of
months LSD would be available in tonnage quantities.20

U.S. intelligence superspy Captain Alfred Hubbard served with the CIA-
forerunner Office of Strategic Services (OSS). Hubbard worked with British
psychiatrist Humphrey Osmond in experiments with LSD and mescaline on
patients in Canada, even though Hubbard had no medical or scientific
credentials.21 By 1953, psychiatrists had begun using LSD across North
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America, utilizing low doses on patients in special mental health treatment
centers. Soon, similar LSD centers sprung up in Germany, Holland, France,
Italy, Czechoslovakia and some Scandinavian countries.22

Dr. Osmond used large doses of LSD on patients at Weyburn Hospital in
Canada, reportedly to cure their alcoholism. Hubbard opened three
treatment centers in Canada for the same purpose. The centers claimed a
50% success rate and began using “high dose” treatment with LSD in the
U.S. Whether their 50% success rate was true or not (later medical reviews
said it wasn’t), Hubbard and Osmond had other plans with LSD, or “acid.”
They said they wanted to transform the belief systems of world leaders to
“further the cause of world peace.” Their actual goal appeared the same as
their U.S. intelligence employer’s—to damage leftist leaders’ minds and
increase American rulers’ global dominance.23

Dr. Humphrey Osmond coined the term “psychedelic,” meaning “mind-
manifesting.” Osmond’s work to popularize acid led him to enlist Brave
New World author Aldous Huxley as a proponent of psychedelics. Brave
New World, published in 1932, was listed by many literary organizations as
one of the most important novels of the century. Osmond first gave
mescaline to Huxley in May of 1953. Huxley wrote about the experience in
The Doors of Perception. Osmond continued his LSD experiments at
Princeton University.24

While Huxley worked on another book, Hubbard supplied him with his
second mescaline trip, before introducing LSD later in the year. Captain
Hubbard impressed Huxley with his connections to the top echelons of
American business and government, which Huxley believed was due partly
to Hubbard’s fortune made as a uranium entrepreneur.25 Huxley promoted
psychedelics in his last books, despite the themes of Brave New World,
which warned of rulers keeping people content with their lot through the
use of escapist drugs.

LSD, MDA & Murders of Whistleblower, Tennis Star

n the early 1950s, a push began for mental hygiene departments that
were closely intertwined with eugenics. William Welch, a founding

leader of the Committee of Mental Hygiene, was also chairman of the



Eugenics Record Office board of scientific directors, and scientific director
for top eugenics funder John D. Rockefeller.26 This movement enabled Dr.
Sidney Gottlieb to run MK-Ultra psychedelics experiments through
contracts with many institutions. It began with jails, but soon included drug
treatment agencies and mental institutions. The directors of the National
Institute of Mental Health and the National Institutes of Health used their
agencies to help channel funds to these institutions for the known purpose
of testing drugs on subjects.

By 1953, in what appeared to be purposeful targeting, MK-Ultra doctors
started damaging more prominent people with their MK-Ultra drugs. After
a divorce in that year, Harold Blauer, a once-highly-seeded, 42 year-old,
Jewish professional tennis player, went inpatient for depression. Despite
progress he made in talk therapy, doctors at the Rockefeller-funded New
York State Psychiatric Institute ordered MDA for him as part of a military
experiment on him without his knowledge. MDA (code name EA 1298) is
an ecstasy pre-curser drug, and the Army Chemical Corps, stationed at
Maryland’s Edgewood Arsenal, supplied it. Dr. Paul Hoch, a member of the
still-extant Eugenics Society, and Blauer’s hospital physician, ordered the
drug, well aware it would damage Blauer, as Hoch had previously published
a paper on that very subject. When Blauer had a bad reaction and attempted
to refuse a fourth injection of the drugs, Dr. Hoch ignored him. A fifth
injection of the drugs killed Blauer.27 It should be remembered that
eugenics deemed 70% of Jews deserving death.28

Dr. Hoch worked for the Army and as a CIA consultant. He gave LSD to
psychiatric patients and then lobotomized them to compare the effects of
acid before and after the surgery. In one experiment a patient was given a
local anesthetic and told to describe what he saw as the doctor removed
chunks of his cerebral cortex. Hoch is quoted as saying, “It is possible that a
certain amount of brain damage is of therapeutic value.” In 1955 Hoch
became New York State Commissioner of Mental Hygiene.29

Two years earlier, in 1953, Dr. Sidney Gottlieb used LSD as a weapon on
an important CIA scientist named Frank Olson. Olson headed key
biological warfare experiments at Camp Detrick (now Fort Detrick) in
Maryland. U.S. intelligence considered Olson a serious security risk after he
began telling people close to him that he wanted to leave the CIA. Olson
had helped guide Air Force testing of anthrax-like spores on people in
Antigua and Alaska. Less dangerous spores were tested in San Francisco



and many other cities. The family of one man claimed these spores caused
their father’s death in a case that was taken to the Supreme Court.30

U.S. intelligence first interrogated Olson in 1949, but had darker plans
for him by 1953. Those closest to Olson reported he became very disturbed
about the Air Force’s use of biological weapons he had worked upon in the
Korean War from 1950-53.31 Olson also voiced strong misgivings about
taking part in some of the early MK-Ultra experiments in Germany where
he had joined other CIA and Nazi scientists, including concentration camp
experimenters, in interrogating agents from the Soviet Union and East
Germany. These interrogations involved the use of LSD and other drugs.
They also involved fatal torture. Olson’s close friend and former military
scientist colleague, Norman Courneyer, said Olson returned from that trip to
Germany very distraught. In a documentary film, Code Name Artichoke,
Courneyer relates that, in 1953, Olson told him that witnessing people
tortured to death led him to prepare to resign from his CIA post.32

Hank Albarelli wrote an 800-page book on Frank Olson’s murder at the
hands of the CIA. Alabarelli conducted hundreds of personal interviews and
sifted through decades of government documents. Albarelli’s book, A
Terrible Mistake, presented overwhelming evidence that the highest levels
of the CIA wanted to silence Olson. They not only wanted to stop him from
speaking out on the operations cited above but also, and more particularly,
for his exposing of Project SPAN, an operation involved in the 1951 aerosol
spraying of LSD on the town of Pont-St. Esprit, France, which resulted in
several deaths and many injuries.33

Two CIA sources, among others, confirmed to Albarelli that MK-Ultra
Director Sidney Gottlieb targeted Frank Olson with LSD and another
interrogation drug at a retreat near Camp Detrick on November 19, 1953.
After the interrogation, Olson remained highly confused and disturbed.34

The CIA then sent Olson to New York to see a Columbia University
professor, Harold Abramson, MD. Abramson was also a major in the Army,
working as a part-time consultant for the Army Chemical Corps as part of
Operation Artichoke, which officially became part of MK-Ultra in April of
1953.35

On November 28, nine days after his interrogation, Frank Olson fell
from a 10th floor room of the Statler Hotel in New York. A CIA agent was
found in his room moments later. Albarelli’s book and the film Code Name
Artichoke present overwhelming evidence that CIA agents threw Olson out
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of that window. According to notable forensic doctors, Olson suffered blunt
trauma to the head that killed him before he was thrown from the window.

Also of interest, Francois Spirito and longtime CIA spy Pierre Lafitte
were the last people with Olson just before his death. MK-Ultra Deputy
Director Robert Lashbrook left Olson with Spirito and Lafitte at the end of
the night. They escorted Olson up to his room, shortly before Olson came
falling out the tenth floor window. Award-winning journalist Sally Denton
and former National Security Council staff member Roger Morris found
that Pierre Lafitte also played a major role in the opium-trafficking network
that included Meyer Lansky and in which the CIA “ultimately colluded.”36

During his time off from Columbia University, Dr. Abramson ran MK-
Ultra experiments at Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory on Long Island in New
York.37 Did research at this location, formerly the official eugenics
headquarters, continue where it had left off, using more sophisticated tactics
in the targeting of groups the oligarchs and CIA considered undesirable?
According to Hank Albarelli: “Abramson, throughout the 1950s, was well
known in select circles for staging almost weekly LSD sorties at his Long
Island estate. The gatherings were said to be so popular that guests had to
be turned away.”38 MK-Ultra agents appeared to duplicate Abramson’s
model in the 1960s.

Canadian Doctor Uses LSD for Torture

r. Ewen Cameron, an important Canadian academic working with
LSD, had headed the Canadian, American, and the World Psychiatric

Associations before his death. While working at McGill University,
Cameron administered LSD in frequent doses and delivered massive
electroshock treatment in conjunction with repeatedly playing tape-recorded
messages to “depattern” and then recondition people he diagnosed with
schizophrenia. Cameron also injected LSD into patients with depression
and put them through electroshock treatment, many times at far higher
doses than was standard.39

Dr. Cameron’s methods were later discredited, and nine of his subjects
sued the American government for a million dollars each when it was
learned that Cameron had been working with the CIA’s MK-Ultra program.



Plaintiffs said they never agreed to participate in Cameron’s scientific
experiments and still suffered from the trauma up into the 1990s.40 The CIA
settled out of court for substantial amounts of money.

One of Cameron’s victims was the wife of a prominent Jewish leftist
politician, David Orlikow. After Orlikow’s wife, Val, gave birth to their
daughter, she suffered from postpartum depression. The Winnipeg Free
Press described what happened next. “She was sent to Montreal for several
treatment stints, totaling three years, under the care of psychiatrist Ewen
Cameron. She was made an unwitting guinea pig in secret brainwashing
experiments financed by the CIA that used frequent shock treatments at far
stronger than standard levels. She was the subject of 14 experiments with
LSD … the damage to her mind was permanent.”41

Dr. Cameron had also been a member of the Nuremberg Tribunal (1945-
1948) that passed judgment on Nazi war criminals. To many, the
Nuremberg “trials” appeared a sham, at least in part. For example, Mary M.
Kaufman prosecuted the case against I.G. Farben, which ran murderous
experiments on prisoners at the Auschwitz concentration camp. Kaufman
said, “We were hampered by the [U.S.] State Department throughout.” She
also said she was shocked to find one I.G. Farben defendant out of jail. The
defendant told her: “The judge let me out so I could go over some
evidence.” She said, “What he had done, in fact, was to go with an assistant
to the place where the I.G. Farben files were kept and indicate which files
should be destroyed. Which was promptly done! The judges … were
motivated by a tremendous anti-Semitism … [and] getting their hands on
German real estate.”42

The Nuremberg Tribunal heard the cases against Nazi war criminals and
set the International Code of Ethics, including an international ban on
torture. Yet, the U.S. subsequently allowed the CIA and other intelligence
agencies to act outside of the Code. Many Nuremberg defendants got off
easy or completely, despite what Kaufman described as a mass of evidence
against them. I.G. Farben’s Director, Otto Ambrose, received an eight-year
sentence. U.S. intelligence, under Operation Paperclip, commuted it to
three. Upon release, Ambrose was hired by major American chemical
company W.R. Grace.43

At locations such as Edgewood Arsenal and U.S. Air Force bases,
American and ex-Nazi MK-Ultra scientists gave LSD to more than one
thousand soldiers. At Edgewood, records of these soldiers were tracked



from 1955-75. Early on, the records made it clear to MK-Ultra officials that
LSD caused lasting damage in their research subjects.44 An officer reported
volunteering for an experiment with a substance he was told was akin to
alcohol. After receiving two LSD doses, he ended up feeling permanently
damaged. Over the next eleven years he suffered extreme anxiety,
depression and violent behavior. He retired early from the Air Force in
1968.45
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Another soldier, a U.S. Army sergeant, “suffered hallucinations, memory
loss, incoherence, and severe personality changes as well as uncontrollable
violence. These effects destroyed his family and impeded his working
ability. He never knew why until the Army asked him to participate in a
follow-up study.” After suing for compensation, he lost a Supreme Court
decision. But in 1991, his Congressman sponsored a bill that helped him
receive $400,000 compensation from the government for the damage LSD
had done to him.46

LSD Studies Reveal Mild Cerebral Damage, Psychosis

hile the Army eventually released a report on the Edgewood
experiments, the CIA never released the conclusions of any other

studies conducted throughout the 1950s and 1960s. However, individual
reports and over a dozen research studies have revealed problems
associated with therapeutic and recreational LSD use, including mild
cerebral damage.

Research by two physicians in 1970 determined LSD use didn’t
necessarily cause “an acute psychotic reaction” in people without “marked
schizoid or sociopathic traits.” However, it “fostered a gradual retreat from
reality and affective pain, leading to a chronic, egosyntonic psychotic
syndrome which was relatively resistant to inpatient treatment.”47

Another study noted mental health problems in a majority of subjects
studied when LSD was legal to use in therapy. The study’s authors found
that LSD led to prolonged psychoses in a quarter of their subjects; in
another quarter, it caused a decrease in the ability to cope with anxiety, even
weeks after use. The authors concluded that, “this was most notable in
periods of stress, when it was necessary to mobilize resources to counter
anxiety. Instead of functioning effectively, they experienced
depersonalization and a return to visual hallucinations, and were much more
incapacitated than they had been before the LSD experience.”48

One man whose LSD use initiated long-term psychosis was Mark
Vonnegut, the son of best-selling novelist Kurt Vonnegut (Slaughterhouse
Five). Mark Vonnegut reported previously “tripping” on LSD four times
without any problems, but the fifth time led to immediate and lasting



psychosis. Vonnegut ended up in a mental institution for a year. He wrote
about this harrowing time of his life in a memoir, Eden Express.49

An overview of 46 existing studies, published in 1968, reported many
harmful reactions lasting beyond the intoxication stage of acid. These
included “paranoia … megalomaniacal delusions … prolonged or
intermittent LSD-like psychosis.” LSD use also resulted in “psychotic
depressions usually associated with agitation and anxiety.” The studies
further found that longer-term LSD use often led to “chronic anxiety
reactions associated with depression, somatic symptoms, difficulty in
functioning and a recurrence of LSD-like symptoms,” along with “acute
panic states.”50

A 1966 study by Max Rinkel stated, “Dangers are many times multiplied
by their illegitimate use. People who have taken LSD obtained on the black
market can become psychotic often weeks or months after the ingestion of
LSD. They are being admitted to the hospital in ever-increasing numbers.”
While this quote may be an overstatement of the problem, Rinkel died of a
heart attack shortly after publication of this study, and Sandoz laboratory
discontinued their provision of LSD to researchers.51

The American Psychiatric Association produced a position statement on
LSD at a meeting in June of 1966. After ten years of use in their therapy
sessions with patients, they cautiously admitted the dangers of LSD use,
stating, “The indiscriminate consumption of this hazardous drug can and
not infrequently does lead to destructive physiological and personality
changes.” Cornell University Professor Donald Louria stated that LSD
“must be listed as one of the most dangerous drugs in the pharmacopeia of
man … well-adjusted persons can be thrown into acute psychosis requiring
days or weeks of hospitalization. This is true even in the hands of an
experienced physician who carefully selects his patients.”52

Researcher Conrad Schwarz reviewed 46 studies of LSD in a
presentation to the North Pacific Society of Psychiatry. One of the five
discussion points of this meta-study remains key. The author commented on
the findings of LSD users’ “personality deterioration toward a nonactivist
role in society.” Conservative think-tank leaders later commented on their
success at spreading the use of LSD to cultivate a “dropped out” society of
young Americans.53

Schwarz’s meta-study further brought up the danger of contaminants and
impurities in LSD. One common additive to LSD is strychnine, an animal



poison that can cause some mild brain damage. While some say this is an
urban myth, respected researchers Lee and Shlain report strychnine as a
common additive in the 1960s, and forensic textbooks report it remains an
LSD contaminant today.54

At least four studies, conducted between 1966 and 1976, support
evidence of LSD, street-bought or not, causing possible brain damage. A
1969 study by William McGlothlin et al. found “evidence of moderate
impairment of abstract abilities … suggestive of minimal brain damage,”
though the experimental design could not determine whether it was
definitively causal. A 1972 study by I.D. Accord noted that the subjects
who had previously taken LSD showed “some mild, but measurable
cerebral dysfunction regarding abstract abilities.” A 1973 study by Accord
and Barker began “to indicate that there may be a causal relationship
between the use of hallucinogens and brain damage.” And a study that
Margarete DiBenedetto conducted in 1976 on the brains of subjects who
had discontinued LSD use three to twelve months prior to testing also
suggested some possible cerebral damage.55
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Chapter Three

CIA Drug War on Asian 
 & African Leaders

fter World War II, a civil war broke out in China, and in 1949 the
Chinese People’s Liberation Army, led by Communist Mao Zedong

(also written Mao Tse-tung), overthrew the old, U.S.-backed colonialist
government. Mao introduced food crops to replace the poppy fields and led
a massive detoxification campaign that eliminated demand in the world’s
largest addict population. Those who refused to give up their addiction were
sent to labor camps.1

The Kuomintang (Nationalist) leader at the time of Mao’s revolution,
Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek, retreated to the island of Taiwan while
Nationalist Chinese generals and many thousands of troops also retreated to
Burma, adjoining China’s southern border. In the following years, the
Burmese Army drove some of these troops into Laos. In both Burma and
Laos, these generals cultivated vast new poppy fields similar to the ones
they had presided over in China. From 1950 onwards, the U.S. military and
intelligence also aided Chiang and his generals’ attempts to regain control
of China.2

By 1950, weapons manufacturing companies in the U.S. gathered
politicians to form the Committee on the Present Danger. Under the
leadership of Paul Nitze and Dean Acheson, they influenced President
Truman to pass National Security Council Directive 68 that called for
military containment of the Soviet Union. The National Broadcasting
Corporation aired a weekly television program to promote it. This initiated
the anti-Communist Red Scare, or Cold War, that lasted for over three
decades.3

The fight against the “Red Menace” was first played out in Korea, a
country bordering Communist China’s northeast. By the end of World War
II, the Japanese had controlled Korea for over fifty years. After WWII,
Korea was divided in half, with the Soviet Union occupying North Korea
and the U.S. occupying South Korea. Around 1950, border skirmishes
between the two territories ended up with American soldiers fighting for
South Korea and Red Chinese soldiers sent in to defend North Korea. Red



Scare propaganda helped President Truman recruit many more American
soldiers to fight the North Korean Communists in the Korean War.

By mid-1950, the U.S. Air Force was dropping 800 tons of napalm per
day on North Korea.4 An American insider and Asian investigators said the
U.S. also dropped biological weapons on Korea.5 One source estimated that
8-9 million Koreans died in the war, about 20% of their population.6

That war appeared to be more than just a fight over political ideologies.
Journalist Larry Collins wrote in the New York Times:

The CIA ties to international drug trafficking date to the Korean War. In 1949, two of Chiang
Kai-shek’s defeated generals, Li Wen Huan and Tuan Shi Wen, marched their Third and Fifth
Route armies and families and livestock, across the mountains to northern Burma. Once
installed, the peasant soldiers began cultivating the crop they new best, the opium poppy.

When China entered the Korean War, the CIA had a desperate need for intelligence on that
nation. The agency turned to the warlord generals, who agreed to slip some soldiers back into
China. In return, the agency offered arms. Officially, the arms were intended to equip the
warlords for a return to China. In fact, the Chinese wanted them to repel any attack by the
Burmese.7

In brief, the U.S. followed a CIA directive to arm these longtime opium-
trafficking generals partly for a counter-revolution in China. Professor
Alfred McCoy backed Collins’s assertion that the CIA also helped arm the
Chinese Nationalist generals in Burma to protect their opium crops from
attacks by the Burmese Army. The CIA supported the Nationalist Chinese
while they became the opium barons of the Golden Triangle area of Burma,
Thailand and Laos. According to McCoy: “CIA activities in Burma helped
transform [its] Shan states … into the largest opium growing region in the
world.”8

In late 1952, towards the end of the Korean War, the Nationalist Chinese
generals once loyal to Chiang Kai-shek and the U.S. led thousands of
Nationalist Chinese mercenaries to help them expand their territory in
Burma. The Burmese Army pushed back and found American consultants’
dead bodies on the battlefield. In March of 1953, four months before the
end of the Korean War, Burma took its case of Nationalist Chinese and
American aggression before the U.N. Burma won a resolution for the
Nationalist Chinese generals and soldiers to be deported to Taiwan.
Professor McCoy detailed how the U.S. Ambassador to Thailand, a senior
advisor to the CIA, helped orchestrate a fake exodus of Nationalist generals
and soldiers (impersonated by tribal boys) that actually left all the generals
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and most of the mercenary Nationalist Chinese soldiers where they were: in
Burma, protecting their opium fields.9

France, U.S. Fight for Vietnam-Area Opium

any of the wealthiest American families already had a hand in the
opium trade. Now family members and employees in leadership

positions at the CIA helped them increase this role. They did so in
conjunction with their opposition to Communist influence in countries
worldwide. Professor McCoy, in The Politics of Heroin, points out how,
when France was still digging itself out from war in 1947, various factors,
including the CIA covertly intervening, helped topple the Communist party
from power and brought about a permanent realignment of politicians in
Marseille, France.10

Just after World War II, the newly created CIA provided arms, money
and other support to help the Corsican Mafia take control of Marseille ports
from the labor unions and Communist Party. The CIA aided the Mafia in
drug trafficking too, and soon Marseille was the opium-trafficking capital
of the industrialized world. This was spotlighted in a Hollywood movie,
The French Connection. Heroin laboratories opened in Marseille in 1951,
only months after the Corsicans gained control over the waterfront.11

The French had fights over opium trafficking both locally and abroad.
The future North Vietnamese leader, Ho Chi Minh, was educated in France,
before helping found the French Communist Party. In Marseilles, dock
workers fought for higher pay and better working conditions, striking in
1947 and 1950. A CIA agent was quoted as saying he supplied a leader of
the American Federation of Labor with up to $2 million to pay off
Corsicans to break strikes and bring in replacement workers from Italy.
Corsican gangsters threw any Communist leaders who opposed them into
the harbor.12

In South Vietnam, the French and U.S. gave money and arms to local
leaders in a war with each other for control of the country. French
intelligence, the Deuxieme Bureau, spent a great deal of money
strengthening their already existing groups, such as the Binh Xuyen. The



CIA gave millions of dollars to Prime Minister Ngo Dinh Diem and his
Vietnamese army.13

UC-Berkeley Professor Peter Dale Scott documented the importance of
drugs in America’s Vietnam War. In Drugs, Oil and War he wrote, “In 1959
… the local drug trade was threatened by political developments,” which
pulled the U.S. into its first U.S. Marine presence in Vietnam within a year.
Scott’s research also found the CIA supporting the Kuomentang Nationalist
Chinese Party in their goal of reconquering China, and in their drug trade
with corrupt officials in Thailand and Hong Kong.14

Professor McCoy detailed how in 1959, “Field Marshal Sarit [Thanarat
of Thailand] unleashed a full military assault on the opium trade.” Troops
“swept the country, raiding the opium dens, seizing their stocks, and
confiscating opium pipes.” Sarit then made a declaration of drug eradication
to the Thai people.15

Two weeks later, seemingly on behalf of the American oligarchy’s drug
traffickers, the CIA raised this as a crisis in neighboring Laos, saying it
required increasing American military intervention over the next decade
(and triggering the war in neighboring Vietnam). Agent John Stockwell,
like other whistleblowers, took part in the drug trafficking for his employer
throughout that area and Indochina before he quit the CIA.16

Asian Opium Used to Repress Asian Opposition Movements

The opium traffickers who comprised part of America’s wealthiest ruling
oligarchy had good reason to covet the poppy fields of the region around
Vietnam. Along with its potential for cash, they wanted the opium to help
suppress leftist liberation movements at home and abroad. So, in tandem
with using the money garnered from opium sales to buy support against the
Communist North Vietnamese, they flooded American inner cities with
heroin. They appeared to do this to repress antiwar activists and people of
color struggling for equal rights.

In his landmark book The Politics of Heroin, Professor Alfred McCoy
detailed the manner in which American-supported South Vietnamese
leaders were able to traffic heroin with U.S. intelligence aid. McCoy also



chronicled later how South Vietnamese heroin was directly imported into
New York and other cities.

Around the time Ho Chi Minh and the Communist Viet Minh were about
to win an overwhelming victory in the 1954 Vietnamese elections, the
American oligarchs and their political allies countered by supporting a
political split in that country. The Communists posed the threat of ridding
the country of opium dealings, as Mao Zedong had done after the
Communist revolution in China.17 McCoy quoted the infamous “Pentagon
Papers” leaked by government official Daniel Ellsburg to the press. The
conclusion: South Vietnam “was essentially a creation of the United
States,” and, “Without U.S. aid in the following years … South Vietnam …
could not have survived.”18

McCoy cited military reports on the development of major heroin
trafficking from this U.S. intelligence-created South Vietnamese
government. One report from a U.S. Army provost marshal stated that high-
ranking members of the South Vietnamese government were “the top ‘zone’
in a four-tiered heroin pushing pyramid.”19 The CIA aided the South
Vietnamese government and the neighboring Laotian government in
fighting the growing movement of people in both countries struggling for a
more egalitarian communist society. The Academy Award-winning
documentary Hearts and Minds presented South Vietnamese leaders saying
the CIA forced their government to do CIA bidding, such as arranging
deliveries from other opium-producing countries like Burma to areas where
Laotian and Vietnamese people sided with the Communists against U.S.
goals.20

The CIA also trained the Hmong people. From “1960-1974, the CIA
maintained a secret mercenary army of 30,000 Hmong tribesmen in the
mountains of northern Laos, participants in a covert operation that remains
the largest single operation in the agency’s forty-year history,” to fight
Communist insurgents throughout Laos.21 The Hmong cultivated opium-
producing poppy fields, the opium was processed into heroin, and the CIA
had its charter airline, Air America, transport the heroin.22

Many historical records, such as a diverse array of South Vietnamese
interviewed in Hearts and Minds and McCoy’s hundreds of interviews in
Vietnam, present the huge South Vietnamese resistance to America’s
division and control of Vietnam. In further response, U.S. intelligence
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repressed the Vietnamese militarily through Operation Phoenix, which
assassinated Communist South Vietnamese by the tens of thousands.

The CIA expanded its use of heroin to repress activists and potential
activists in China and other Asian countries. McCoy wrote, “Still enjoying
tacit CIA support for their counterinsurgency work [against the government
of Communist China], [ousted] Nationalist Chinese military caravans [in
Burma] continued to move almost all of Burma’s opium exports into
northern Thailand, where they were purchased by a Chinese [organized
crime] syndicate for domestic distribution [inside China] and export to
Hong Kong and Malaysia.” These Chinese Nationalist CIA assets were
used as part of what news organizations labeled the 1967 Opium War
against Communists in Burma, partly to gain further control of their poppy
fields.23

During U.S. military missions in Indochina, the CIA set up a vast opium-
trafficking system through Laos.24 Within a dozen years, the country would
have one of busiest airports in the world despite having a population under
three million and its third-world status. With the other two countries around
Vietnam, Burma and Thailand, Southeast Asia became the source of about
70% of the of the world’s opium for heroin production by 1970.25

U.S. Use of Guns & Drugs on African Leftists, Lumumba

uropean countries conquered the African continent in the late 1800s
through military innovations developed during their industrial

revolution, dividing Africa into various territories at the Berlin Conference
of 1884-85. By 1905, Europeans controlled virtually all of Africa, except
Ethiopia and Liberia, the country founded by freed American slaves. While
Britain and France controlled the most African nations, Germany, Spain,
Italy, Belgium and Portugal also controlled African territories.

These European countries exported much of Africa’s natural resources of
gold, rubber, sugar, diamonds and oil while exploiting African labor.
Researcher Thomas Peckenham, in The Scramble for Africa, quoted many
verified accounts of European brutality against the Africans. Peckenham
said, and other researchers agreed, that blacks in Africa were slaves in



every way except by name. European colonizers used decades of starvation,
mutilation and mass murder to ensure servitude.26

World War II left European armies depleted, allowing local leaders in
Africa to organize independence movements. Libya, under joint control of
Italy, Britain and France, gained independence in 1951. Egypt ultimately
freed itself from Britain in 1953. Sudan fought off British control in 1956,
and Tunisia gained freedom from French rule in that same year. Morocco
gained independence from France and Spain in 1956 as well. The socialists
and nationalist groups leading the movements were tired of being exploited
by industrialized countries.

U.S. intelligence worked in collaboration with British and other
European intelligence agencies to stop African independence. These
independence movements cost the wealthy corporate owners in their
countries hundreds of millions of dollars (billions in present values).
Intelligence agencies used guns and drugs against the African independence
movements, in both open and surreptitious actions.27

The CIA’s use of drugs for this purpose remains a part of their covert
operations, with few details revealed. CIA documents state how the agency
used LSD to aid interrogation on an operational basis from the mid-1950s
through the early 1960s. As previously mentioned, the CIA also used LSD
against foreign leftist leaders. A CIA document noted that the CIA’s
administration of LSD “to high officials would be a relatively simple matter
and could have significant effect at key meetings, speeches, etc.”28 The
agency planned to slip odorless, tasteless LSD, “to socialist or left-leaning
politicians in foreign countries so that they would babble incoherently and
discredit themselves in public.”29

The CIA certainly wasn’t looking to cause mind expansion. Their own
documents said the acid could “produce serious insanity for 8-18 hours and
possibly longer.” ABC News showed CIA documents citing how CIA MK-
Ultra’s Dr. Sidney Gottlieb carried LSD overseas to dose leftist foreign
diplomats and statesmen. Egyptian President Gamal Abdal Nasser, one of
Africa’s most outspoken leaders, was on the hit list.30 The CIA concealed
exactly how and if the leaders on that hit list were dosed, but did they give
these leaders massive LSD doses in an attempt to also cause subtle brain
damage?

The assassination of the Congo independence leader Patrice Lumumba
represents a well-documented example of U.S. and European attacks on



African independence leaders with MK-Ultra scientists’ aid. The U.S.
became the first country to recognize the claims of Belgium’s King Leopold
II to the territories of the Congo Basin. Brutal economic exploitation under
Leopold II resulted in millions of Congolese deaths. The U.S. acquired a
stake in the Congo’s minerals. The U.S. military used uranium from
Congolese mines for manufacturing atomic weapons.31

As various African countries began to gain their independence, the
Belgian Congo’s Patrice Lumumba organized the Mouvement National
Congolais in 1958. The Congolese people elected the 34-year-old to be their
Prime Minister in 1960. In his acceptance speech, Lumumba said the
Congo’s independence ‘‘put an end to the humiliating slavery which was
imposed on us by force.”32

About ten weeks after Prime Minister Lumumba took office, Colonel
Joseph Mobutu led a coup d’etat, backed by Belgian officers still in the
Congolese army.33 Many reports implicate the CIA in helping orchestrate
this coup. The Congressional Church Committee found that CIA director
Allen Dulles ordered Lumumba’s assassination.34 The CIA’s MK-Ultra
director Sidney Gottlieb aided this assassination, devising a poison
resembling toothpaste, and he flew to the Congo with it. Lumumba was
assassinated in January of 1961.35 Details on the role of the poison in the
assassination remain unknown.
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Chapter Four

CIA Drug Targets: 
 Paul Robeson, Writers, Elvis

enry Luce, the founder of Time and former Life magazines, was a
close friend of CIA Director Allen Dulles, who held that position

from 1953-61. So it is not surprising that when Luce needed to fill the
position of vice-president for Time Inc., the largest media company in the
U.S., he chose Dulles’s CIA associate, Charles Douglas (C.D.) Jackson.

C.D. Jackson was the co-author of a CIA-sponsored study
recommending the reorganization of the American intelligence services.1
Research confirms he had a huge historical role in shaping U.S.
intelligence, particularly regarding culture manipulation. During Jackson’s
decades-long career at Time Inc., he took several breaks for U.S.
intelligence leadership work. He was deputy chief of the Psychological
Warfare Division, and functioned as outside director of CIA covert
operations. He later worked as Special Adviser to President Eisenhower for
Psychological Warfare, and more closely enmeshed the media propaganda
unit with the covert operations unit of the CIA. Jackson used Time Inc.’s
publications for psychological manipulation of society at home and abroad.2

Jackson embodied the violently anti-Semitic, racist, anti-leftist belief
system typical of the wealthiest oligarchical families with whom he helped
start the CIA. The rabid anti-Communist agenda they carried out, which
barred thousands of people from work, exemplified Jackson and his
Psychological Warfare Division’s opinion and influence.3 Jackson’s
psychological warfare operations also targeted black cultural leaders. One
of his propaganda projects financed black musicians, writers and actors who
didn’t comment on U.S. racism, eroding the livelihood of activist black
writers and performing artists.4

One of C.D. Jackson’s activist targets was the African-American singer
Paul Robeson, who overcame institutionalized racism while becoming the
most accomplished black entertainer of the first half of the 20th century. An
extensive report from military intelligence to FBI Director Hoover detailed
the close intelligence surveillance of Robeson and his wife as early as 1951,
according to an FBI memo discussing his friend Richard Wright.5 Paul



Robeson held concerts for the Freedom Riders of northern whites and
blacks who came down to help Martin Luther King and the Student
Nonviolent Coordinating Committee’s Civil Rights work in 1960.

Robeson had achieved much in a wide variety of endeavors by the
1930s. After becoming an All-American football player at Rutgers
University, he went on to graduate from Columbia Law School. He starred
in plays and then movies, while also receiving honors as a world-renowned
singer. Robeson’s activism included raising money against Spain’s fascist
Generalissimo Francisco Franco during the Spanish Civil War in the mid-
1930s. Robeson told President Truman that if he refused to sponsor anti-
lynching legislation to stop the ongoing murders of southern blacks, they
would arm themselves for self-defense.6



British intelligence had been looking at Robeson’s activities as early as
1935. In 1943, the CIA’s predecessor, the Office of Strategic Services,
opened a file on him. In 1947, Robeson was nearly killed in a car crash after
someone tampered with his car’s left wheel. Senator Joseph McCarthy’s
anti-Communist hearings sabotaged his acting and singing career in the
U.S. in the 1950s.7 After Robeson refused to cooperate with the
HUAC/McCarthy hearings, the government blacklisted him.8

Robeson spoke more than twenty languages, including Russian, Chinese,
and several African languages. When the government returned Robeson’s



passport in 1958, he decided to live in the Soviet Union, where he said he
experienced less racism. Robeson was on close terms with Jawaharlal
Nehru, Jomo Kenyatta, and other Third World leaders. He always planned
to return to the U.S. to help lead the emerging civil rights movement.9

While Robeson was in the Soviet Union, he arranged a trip to Cuba for a
meeting with President Fidel Castro and revolutionary leader Ernesto “Che”
Guevara, scheduled for two years after Castro’s revolution and two weeks
before the failed U.S. “Bay of Pigs” invasion of Cuba. In lectures,
interviews, and articles, Robeson’s son, Paul Robeson Jr., detailed how U.S.
and British intelligence orchestrated a chemical attack on his father, partly
to stop him from jeopardizing the U.S. invasion of Cuba. As British
intelligence-linked psychiatrists worked closely with the CIA on MK-Ultra,
the CIA targeted Robeson with LSD.10

At the time, Paul Robeson was staying at a hotel in Russia. A large
group of anti-Soviet Americans connected to the U.S. government had a
large party in the rooms next door to Robeson’s. Some of the Americans
talked Robeson into joining the party where they gave him a drink that
caused him to experience the symptoms of an LSD trip (note, Robeson said
it was either a large dose of LSD or the more potent BZ, in different
speeches). When Robeson’s son went to check on his father the next day,
someone also dosed his drink with a hallucinogenic. Robeson Jr. said that
when he came down from his trip he was able to function again and help his
father when he came out of the hallucinogenic trip.11

Several days later, Paul Robeson re-experienced the hallucinogenic trip
and depressive symptoms. Doctors and associates talked his wife into
having him go into a psychiatric hospital near London, where they kept him
for two years and gave him fifty-four electric convulsive treatments at
levels much higher than those used today. His son found that this, along
with drug therapy used at the British hospital, matched the CIA’s Project
MK-Ultra “mind depatterning” technique.12 Within months of Robeson’s
treatments, another leftist artist, writer Ernest Hemingway, also experienced
the same damaging treatments while U.S. intelligence closely spied on
him.13

When Paul Robeson Sr. came back to the United States, someone dosed
his drink yet again. Robeson felt he couldn’t fully recover from the more
recent incident. He kept himself out of the public eye until his death fifteen



years later, to avoid tarnishing his legacy. The CIA had effectively
neutralized him.14

Robeson’s son subsequently lectured about his father’s targeting. He also
told Julia Wright he believed that her father, the renowned African-
American novelist Richard Wright, a close friend and political ally of Paul
Robeson, was similarly targeted with LSD. With the 1940 publication of
Native Son, Wright had become the first best-selling African-American
novelist. While a mass of evidence supports the contention that U.S.
intelligence targeted Wright due to his leftist political activism, adequate
evidence for the use of psychedelics in that targeting has yet to appear,
though it seems clear that intelligence-manipulated media played a role in
an organized attempt to discredit him.

Richard Wright continued his literary success with the bestseller Black
Boy: A Record of Childhood and Youth, published in 1944. In 1945, an
article about Wright in Time-owned Life magazine showed a picture of
unidentified adults putting a glass (of something) to a young boy’s lips, with
an outrageous caption: “At the age of 6, Richard Wright became a
drunkard.” Wright’s FBI files contained a 1951 military intelligence
memorandum to FBI Director Hoover discussing surveillance of Wright’s
meetings with Paul Robeson.

In 1960, Richard Wright spent many hours discussing strategy with
Martin Luther King. In November of 1960, Wright also made a long speech
discussing tactics U.S. intelligence was using in America, in Paris where he
resided, and against his friend Patrice Lumumba in the Congo. It was
filmed and first broadcast on November 28 on Radio Television Francaise
as the first of four installments.

On the same day as the November broadcast, Richard Wright
mysteriously died in a French hospital after being admitted for an ongoing
mild stomach ailment. Doctors had just given Wright an otherwise clean bill
of health during that hospital admission. Ollie Harrington said Wright had
forewarned him of French and U.S. intelligence carrying out his murder
during such a hospital stay and had developed procedures to protect
himself. Harrington said this was the first time Wright strayed from those
procedures. Authorities said Wright died of a heart attack and, despite
family suspicions of murder, no autopsy was done.15
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Beats & LSD: Ginsberg and Burroughs

.S. intelligence’s goal of controlling people’s hearts and minds also
played out with white artists who influenced the white majority. U.S.

intelligence sought to manipulate, control, damage or silence such figures
when they opposed the wealthy oligarchy’s bigoted, hypercapitalist agenda.

The Beatniks, or Beats, wrote popular poems and books with radical
political content that countered racism, anti-Communism, and the war
industry. Although Senator Joseph McCarthy had been discredited in 1956,
people still feared the anti-Communist witchhunts. Just after McCarthy’s
discrediting that year, Beat poet Allen Ginsberg published two famous
poems with radical leftist sentiments.

In his poem “Howl,” Ginsberg described many of “the best minds of my
generation … protesting the narcotic tobacco haze of Capitalism, who
distributed Supercommunist pamphlets in Union Square.” In “America,”
Ginsberg glorified top leftist historical groups, figures and causes, asking
when the U.S. …

will be worthy of your million Trotskyites? … I feel sentiments about the Wobblies … You
should have seen me reading Marx … save the Spanish loyalists … Sacco and Vanzetti must
not die … I am the Scottsboro boys.

Psychiatrists who had worked for the U.S. Navy and U.S. intelligence
gave Allen Ginsberg his first LSD dose in 1959, as part of the CIA MK-
Ultra experiments.16 Acid, the popular term for LSD, diverted Ginsberg and
some other Beats. Ginsberg’s friend Jack Kerouac wrote the highly
acclaimed classic On the Road in the early 1950s, and later The Dharma
Bums. In the latter book, Kerouac created a lead character who took
psychedelic drugs.17

Within a few years, Allen Ginsberg partly weaned himself away from
psychedelics. Ginsberg started feeling depressed about his drug “trips.” In
1961 he visited eminent Jewish philosopher Martin Buber in Israel, and an
Indian swami who influenced him away from acid. While in Japan in mid-
1963 he wrote a poem titled “The Change” about leaving psychedelics
behind.18

Another Beat writer, William S. Burroughs, took an immediate dislike
for psychedelics. Burroughs was no prude about drugs, and had written
several books related to his heroin addiction. He was hooked on heroin and
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wrote about it while living in Tangiers, producing Naked Lunch, a literary
blockbuster. The U.S. tried to ban Naked Lunch, but many called it a work
of allegorical genius. Naked Lunch beat the ban, selling well.19

Burroughs’s fame grew as large as his Beat generation friend Jack
Kerouac’s. In their book Acid Dreams, Lee and Shlain noted Burroughs’s
comments on psychedelics. Looking back on the era, Burroughs eventually
said, “LSD makes people less competent.” About the forces behind LSD, he
added, “You can see their motivation for turning people on [to acid]. Very
often it’s not necessary to give it more than just a little push. Make it
available and the news media takes it up, and there it is. They don’t have to
stick their necks out very much.”20

In 1964, Burroughs sent a warning to readers with the opening passages
of his book Nova Express. By that time the CIA-manipulated press and
operations had made LSD a popular “underground” phenomenon in the
U.S. Burroughs didn’t buy it, saying:

At the immediate risk of finding myself the most unpopular character of all fiction – and
history is fiction – I must say this: Bring together stay of news – Inquire onward from state to
doer – Who monopolized Immortality? Who monopolized Cosmic Consciousness? Who
monopolized Love Sex and Dream? Who monopolized Time Life and Fortune?

So Burroughs invoked LSD, an acronym for Love, Sex and Dream,
while also alluding to the three top magazines of the day in the next
sentence. Burroughs understood these magazines also served as message
machines for the CIA.

Burroughs continued:

Listen: Their Garden of Delights is a terminal sewer … Their Immortality Cosmic
Consciousness and Love is second-run grade-B shit … Stay out of the Garden of Delights …
Throw back their ersatz Immortality … Flush their drug kicks down the drain – They are
poisoning and monopolizing the hallucinogenic drugs – learn to make it without any chemical
corn.21

CIA and Oligarchy Move to Control Rock & Roll

he wealthiest oligarchy and their U.S. intelligence apparatus faced a
number of threats to their influence over people’s hearts and minds.

The most serious emerged in the 1950s in the form of movies and music,



particularly popular youth music. The FBI eventually admitted having
started files on musicians such as Elvis Presley in the mid-’50s and other
musicians thereafter, but never fully disclosed the reasons.22

In the early ’50s, Allan Freed, a half-Latino Jewish disc jockey in
Cleveland was credited with introducing rock music to large white
audiences. White crooners such as Perry Como dominated pop radio at the
start of that decade. Freed was the first large-city deejay to introduce
danceable black rhythm and blues musicians to white audiences at a time
when most stations only allowed white musicians’ songs. Freed was
credited with coining the term “rock and roll,” which he borrowed from a
black slang term for sex. Freed, under the moniker Moondog, drummed
pencils and howled to songs. He inspired other small stations nationwide to
develop his R&B format, soon forcing large stations to follow suit.23

By 1952 Freed’s soaring influence could not be denied. That year,
25,000 people, two-thirds of them white, came to a 10,000-seat arena for
Freed’s first concert.24 A few years later, Jewish mobster Morris Levy
signed a deal with Allan Freed and influenced him to accept a huge salary
as a deejay at WINS, one of New York City’s top music stations. Freed’s
program became #1 within months.25

Levy and former OSS agent John McCaw appeared to use Allan Freed
for more nefarious reasons. McCaw attended meetings of the U.S.
intelligence umbrella group, the National Security Council, as he served on
their Advisory Council.26 After Freed helped make WINS the country’s
most popular music station, McCaw implemented changes at the station in
1957 that shaped the rock music world. WINS led the nationwide
promotion of the Top 40 music format. This format helped large money
interests gain the most dominant influence and control over top music sales
through promotion money and radio play menus.27 It would further aid
censorship of political songs by barring them from radio play.

Levy, an associate of the Genovese Mafia family, owned top New York
jazz clubs and song publishing rights. The Genovese family, started by Vito
Genovese and U.S. intelligence collaborator Charles “Lucky” Luciano,
were the first of the five Mafia families to break the code of not dealing
drugs and were the first family to work with U.S. intelligence. The Italian
Mafia took over from the Jewish mobsters who had dominated the drug
trade in the 1920s.28 With the help of Freed’s popularity, Levy started the
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jazz and rock record label, Roulette Records, in 1956. An Assistant U.S.
Attorney claimed that Roulette Records was also a way station for heroin
trafficking around that time.29

Powerful forces started a continuous assault on Freed the following year.
In 1958, when violence occurred outside a Boston arena at a Freed show,
authorities indicted Freed for inciting a riot. This became a common
accusation against leftist musicians and activists.30 Although charges were
dropped against Freed, McCaw fired him in 1958. On the day Freed was
fired, a gunman looked for him in the WINS studio before Freed escaped. It
was alleged that the gunman was an upset concert promoter.31

Allan Freed went to work for WABC, but researchers believe Freed was
set up there and scapegoated when Orrin Hatch’s congressional committee
focused exclusively on him in the “payola” scandals in 1959. The term
implied a “pay to play” bribe for certain songs. Morris Levy, the source of
much of the payola money to play his records, was never called to testify.
Fredric Dannen, author of the bestselling book, Hit Men, said these deals
weren’t illegal then, and were only considered misdemeanors thereafter.
Nonetheless, the scandal effectively ended Freed’s career around 1960. He
died of alcoholism five years later.32

Elvis Enlisted and Drugged

lvis Presley was apolitical, but socially radical for his time, defying
racism and segregation. Elvis embraced African-American music and

popularized rhythm and blues before virtually any other white music star of
his era. He countered segregationist attitudes by expressing great
admiration for black musicians and broke segregation rules in regularly
attending black-only shows and events both before and after he was
famous. At least a dozen black celebrities, from Muhammad Ali to Fats
Domino, whom Elvis called the real “King of Rock and Roll,” defended
their friend Elvis against accusations of racism, as did investigating black
magazines.33

Reports of Elvis’s racism stemmed from Sepia magazine reprinting a
rumor in 1957. A writer from another magazine, Jet, investigated the rumor
that year and stated that it was unfounded. Furthermore, while Elvis



profited off a racist music marketplace that segregated black music, he
credited black musicians with creating rock.34

Some also considered Elvis’s emotional communication revolutionary
when radio first played him. One-time American Indian Movement leader
John Trudell experienced murderous U.S. intelligence attacks that killed his
whole family. In the 1980s Trudell turned to music. On his Jackson
Browne-produced debut CD, AKA Grafitti Man, Trudell included a song
about Elvis titled “Baby Boom Che.” Trudell said that in this song he felt
Elvis was revolutionary in terms of freeing men to express their emotions
openly.35

Television shows censored Elvis’s wildly erotic, hip-shaking dancing.
Many of Elvis’s concerts were banned and radio station owners forced
deejays to ban his music. Fans responded by, for example, throwing a brick
through a station window with a note on it saying, “We’ll tear up this town”
if the deejays don’t play his music.36

As noted, the FBI admitted starting a file on Elvis Presley by the mid-
1950s. Colonel Tom Parker talked Elvis into a management deal in 1955
when Elvis was twenty years old and already a star. In 1948, Tom Parker
had received the rank of Colonel in the Louisiana State Militia, which was
involved in major U.S. intelligence covert operations.37 Elvis’s former
manager, Memphis radio deejay Bob Neal, reportedly couldn’t
accommodate Elvis’s success and let Parker take over some duties.



Parker took complete control over Elvis Presley’s management and his
life. Did Parker do this on behalf of U.S. intelligence? In the late 1950s the
Army drafted Elvis and mainly stationed him in Germany from 1958-60.38

As previously noted, MK-Ultra was conducting operations with former
Nazi intelligence at their military bases in Germany. A close associate of
Elvis said Parker introduced Elvis to amphetamines early on, and Elvis
started using them heavily while in the Army.39 Researchers claimed that
“the Elvis Presley who emerged from the army in 1960 would bear little
resemblance to the Elvis who entered the service in 1958.”40

John Lennon, who was watching Elvis’s career closely, would later state
on BBC Radio One: “When Elvis died, people were harassing me for a
comment. I’ll give it to you now. Elvis died when he went into the army.
That’s when they killed him, that’s when they castrated him. The rest of it
was just a living death.”41

Writers described the vast control Colonel Parker took over Elvis Presley
for the rest of the entertainer’s strange life.42 Parker wouldn’t let Elvis
perform a live concert until 1967, a hiatus of almost a decade.43 Parker also
only permitted the star to perform in films that were all of a similar
superficial type, forcing Elvis to turn down many film offers, including



West Side Story, A Star is Born, and Midnight Cowboy.44 Some said Parker
gained assistance in controlling Elvis from Joe Esposito, Elvis’s tour
manager, whom he met during his tour of duty in West Germany in 1958.45

Many say that Parker and Esposito, along with several other of the
“Memphis Mafia” who worked with Elvis, at least allowed, if not
encouraged, his increasingly dangerous drug problem. In the 1960s and
1970s, Elvis’s addiction led to multiple near-death overdoses and concerts
where reports stated he could barely function.46 If Colonel Parker and his
associates worked for U.S. intelligence, as their control of Elvis suggests,
the wealthiest had power over a music star with influence over millions of
fans.

Bloated, overweight, 42-year-old Elvis Presley was found dead on the
floor of his bathroom in 1977. Before the autopsy was complete and
toxicology was known, medical examiner Jerry Francisco declared cardiac
arrhythmia as the cause of death. Within months, two lab reports said that
“polypharmacy” was heavily implicated.47 Elvis’s doctor George
Nichopoulos had written prescriptions for 10,000 doses of amphetamines,
sedatives and narcotics in Elvis’s name for the eight months before the
singer’s death. Dr. Nichopoulos’s license was suspended for three months.
In the 1990s the state medical board revoked the doctor’s license for
overprescribing.48 Was Nichopoulos working for U.S. intelligence before
losing his immunity in the 1990s?
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Chapter Five

MK-Ultra East? 
 Civil Rights,LSD and Leary

n 1957 and 1958, American college students organized to protest in
ways never seen before concerning issues of racial equality and free

speech, and against the often mandatory participation in the Reserve Officer
Training Corps (ROTC).1 Students organized large demonstrations
involving thousands of people and, in 1959, started the pacifist Student
Peace Union, a nationwide group on dozens of campuses.2

In 1960, the Students for a Democratic Society (SDS) first convened in
Michigan, demonstrating for labor and civil rights issues. In the 1960s, SDS
members became Freedom Riders to combat racial inequality in the South,
joining forces with the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee
(SNCC) to desegregate buses, register southern blacks to vote, and for other
civil rights. Mostly-white SDS increased in numbers nationwide.3

In the early 1960s, civil rights demonstrations and marches began
exploding onto newspaper front pages in the U.S. and abroad. On the 1st of
October of 1962, in Oxford, Mississippi, mobs killed two residents and a
French journalist, while injuring 375, in an unsuccessful attempt at stopping
the integration of the University of Mississippi. In Birmingham, Alabama,
fire marshals used firehoses on civil rights demonstrators. The high-
pressure water hoses caused broken legs and caved in rib cages. Arrests
were made by the hundreds.4

Top Spies Promote, Distribute Acid

esides dosing leftist leaders, when the civil rights movement and
student activism began gaining ground, the CIA’s MK-Ultra used its

media assets and agents to promote LSD to the masses. After writing the
definitive book on the politics of heroin, Professor Alfred McCoy studied
CIA interrogation. He found that from 1953 to 1963, the CIA received



funding of $25 million for mind-control research, with MK-Ultra
supervising 149 projects and 33 subprojects.5 With researchers finding that
LSD led many to “personality deterioration toward a nonactivist role in
society,” conservative Hudson Institute think-tank consultants would later
reveal their purpose of having “social control” over many young people and
creating a “dropped out” society.6

The previously mentioned superspy and uranium entrepreneur, Captain
Al Hubbard, worked for the Treasury Department, the Federal Narcotics
Bureau and the Food and Drug Administration at the same time the latter
two organizations assisted the CIA’s drug-testing programs.7 During the
1960s Hubbard worked for the major defense-contracting company
Teledyne.8 Top CIA personnel involved in MK-Ultra knew Hubbard well.9
By the late 1960s, Hubbard worked for the Stanford Research Institute. It
received funding from Britain’s version of MK-Ultra, the Tavistock
Institute, as well as the U.S. Army, to work on “chemical incapacitants.”
The Stanford Research Institute’s director admitted he was at war with
leftist protesters.10



From an early period of MK-Ultra, Hubbard carried out tasks similar to
those carried out by MK-Ultra Director Sidney Gottlieb. Author Hank
Albarelli reported: “Throughout the 1950s, Hubbard received large
shipments of LSD directly from Sandoz in Switzerland, with Agency [CIA]
approval.”11 With unlimited access, Hubbard flew around North America
and Europe supplying distributors with vast amounts of LSD.12

British psychiatrist Humphrey Osmond had joined forces with Hubbard
in the early 1950s, shortly after Hubbard tried his first hit of LSD. Osmond
received CIA funds for his work in Canada with LSD.13 An associate of
Hubbard’s said that with Osmond’s help, Hubbard had influenced, “a prime
minister, assistants to heads of state, UN representatives and members of
the British parliament,” to participate in LSD sessions. Hubbard said, “My



job was to sit on the couch next to the psychiatrist and put the people
through it, which I did.”14 These targets were likely an expansion of the
number of leftists on the CIA’s original acid hit list for possible mental
damage.

Researcher Martin Lee said Hubbard gave LSD to thousands of people
from all walks of life—policemen, statesmen, captains of industry, church
figures and scientists. Hubbard had such vast influence he even obtained
papers from the Vatican granting him permission to use LSD within the
context of the Catholic Church, using it on certain priests. (Were these
“liberation” theologists or similarly activist leftists?)15 Hubbard brought
large stashes of acid to a Los Angeles psychiatrist who introduced it to
philosopher Alan Watts, researchers Sidney Cohen, Keith Ditman and
Arthur Chandler.

A Hubbard-supplied psychiatrist also gave LSD to influential writers
like Anais Nin and entertainers Jack Nicholson, James Coburn, Lord
Buckley and Cary Grant.16 Time Inc., with its strong U.S. intelligence
connections, promoted positive quotes by these public figures, and
published generally positive articles with quotes from “expert” psychiatrists
about LSD.

While Time/Life’s owner, Henry Luce, was a close friend of CIA
Director Allen Dulles,17 Time’s Vice President C.D. Jackson continued to
work for U.S. intelligence, particularly regarding culture manipulation in
the Psychological Warfare Division. Jackson also headed various CIA front
groups, like the Congress of Cultural Freedom, which obtained
approximately $200,000 for administrative costs in 1951 (equivalent to $1.7
million in 2011) and tens of millions of dollars from the CIA over the next
seventeen years to influence all facets of the arts.18

Through his acid promotion activities, Al Hubbard gained the title of the
“Johnny Appleseed” of LSD. This title was common in mainstream media,
the nickname suggesting that undercover agents such as Hubbard were well
meaning. In the same period, high-level CIA whistleblowers countered any
good intentions of the agents involved in CIA tasks, reporting that the CIA
carried out genocidal operations globally.19

From approximately 1955 until 1966, undercover MK-Ultra agents
employed prostitutes to dose people. CIA agent George Hunter White and
others paid drug-addicted prostitutes in both New York and San Francisco
to pose as non-professionals. They would pick up men and bring them back
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to safe houses where the men would be unknowingly dosed with LSD. It
remains uncertain if these were actual targets or test subjects, but the fact
that these operations were run in areas of leftist activism suggests the
former.20

Civil Rights: Freedom Riders & SDS

n conjunction with increasing white student activism, civil rights
demonstrations gained more national support. The leftist national

organization, Students for a Democratic Society (SDS), grew dramatically
each year. Starting with 250 members, by 1964 membership grew to 2,500.

As early as 1962, professors at Brandeis University (near Boston),
organized for university reform that could help spread leftist ideas and
leftist activism. Top leftist sociologist, Herbert Marcuse, taught there and
helped bring together a conference with other leftist professors including
Paul Goodman, and SDS leaders such as Tom Hayden. SDS members wrote
about it in their school newspapers.21

A PBS special noted President John Kennedy’s moves towards
integration: “In 1962 President Kennedy sent hundreds of U.S. marshals to
enforce a court order to admit African American James Meredith to the
University of Mississippi. The marshals encountered fierce resistance from
violent segregationists. In a melee, two people were killed and dozens
injured.”

White activists came from the North to aid SNCC and Martin Luther
King Jr.’s organization in the South. Southern racists continued their
reaction to these inroads with ever-increasing violence towards civil rights
organizers, soon bombing organizers’ homes and offices. Blacks rioted in
response.22 Between June and October of 1964, twenty-four Black churches
were bombed in Mississippi alone.23 Segregationists set off so many bombs
in Birmingham, Alabama, it became known as “Bombingham.”

It remains uncertain what role U.S. intelligence played in these racist
attacks. A professor’s book, The Informant, detailed the work of undercover
FBI agent, Gary Rowe, who was “in the vicinity of just about every
conflagration of racial violence in the virulently segregated Alabama of the
early 1960s. He was around for beatings, bombings, ultimately even
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murder.” The book said he almost never arrested anyone and kept several
top Klansmen from getting arrested after their brutal crimes. With the CIA
leadership’s vehemently racist history regarding the eugenics movement,
did undercover agents take an active role in fomenting these racist attacks?
=24

In 1963, King led a civil rights march to Washington D.C. where he
delivered his famous “I Have a Dream” speech. Folk singer Bob Dylan
played at that event and influenced young whites to get involved in civil
rights activism. Within a few years, Dylan sidelined himself from activism
after using psychedelics and taking on the motto “Better Living through
Chemistry.” The temporary but increasing blurriness of this once brilliant
mind can be heard in interviews from late 1965 to 1968. (Note that Dylan
also had a serious motorcycle accident in July of 1966. Proof of U.S.
intelligence directly targeting Dylan is lacking.)25

One of the largest civil rights groups was the Congress of Racial
Equality (CORE). While activists founded CORE in Chicago, the New
York chapter was considered indistinguishable from the Chicago national
office, due to so many CORE leaders living in New York. A large wave of
white leftist students joined in 1961. They became Freedom Riders that
summer and the following few summers.26

The civil rights movement and white student support brought major
changes for the cause. In 1963 alone, Americans held 1,412 demonstrations.
More and more white Northern students traveled down South for the
Freedom Rides to register black voters. The white segregationist backlash
culminated in the 1964 murders of three SNCC members—two Jewish
activists from New York, Michael Schwerner and Andrew Goodman, along
with a black activist from Mississippi, James Chaney. Evidence suggests
that police aided the Ku Klux Klan in killing them.27

Brit Doses U.N. Members, Controls Timothy Leary

he increase of activism coincided with an increase of U.S.
intelligence’s spread of LSD. Along with American agents who

worked on spreading LSD, help came from MI6, the British version of the
CIA. While a former MI6 agent claimed MI6 supervised the CIA’s work



promulgating LSD and other drug use, the truth of this can’t be
ascertained.28 As previously noted, Britain’s Tavistock Institute ran a
congruent operation with the CIA’s MK-Ultra regarding the use of acid as a
spy weapon.29

Britain’s Michael Hollingshead dosed many unsuspecting foreign leaders
through his job at the United Nations. Hollingshead threw parties at his
Fifth Avenue apartment where he invited people from the U.N, reportedly
covering his entire apartment with LSD so anyone who touched anything
got a dose of acid involuntarily.30 In a memoir, Hollingshead said he was on
a “crusade to launch LSD on the world!” as if for the love of humanity.31

Hollingshead’s links to the CIA and British intelligence suggest the more
insidious shared motives of the CIA’s Dr. Sidney Gottlieb and Richard
Helms. Hollingshead said that in 1961 he worked as executive secretary of
the Institute for British American Cultural Exchange, “a semi-official
British propaganda agency in the field of international cultural relations
where creating propaganda was a primary task.” British police detective
Dick Lee called Hollingshead’s organization the “British Council,” which
was heavily funded by King George VI in 1940, while also working partly
for the British government in “cultural propaganda,” much like the CIA.32

Hollingshead admitted he got funding for his group from the Rockefeller
Institute. This Institute channeled CIA funds for MK-Ultra projects at
universities. Nelson Rockefeller sat on the National Security Council in the
early 1950s, which decided to okay CIA funding for these MK-Ultra
projects.33

Michael Hollingshead further revealed that CIA asset Lionel Trilling
served on his Institute for British American Cultural Exchange’s board of
directors. For her book, The Cultural Cold War, Frances Stonor Saunders
interviewed key people who verified that Trilling knowingly accepted CIA
aid for his work over many years and was highly involved in CIA work.
Trilling recommended the director for a CIA front group, the Fairfield
Foundation, and he worked on acquiring funds for the American Committee
for Cultural Freedom. Saunders found that the CIA’s Psychological Strategy
Board supervised the American Committee for Cultural Freedom. She also
found the Fairfield Foundation was meant to be a cover for CIA funding of
artists and writers, paying for Trilling’s trips to Poland, Rome, Athens and
Berlin.34



In 1961, Michael Hollingshead, with CIA approval, bought a gram of
LSD. This amount allowed him to make 10,000 hits of the drug, which he
did with the help of a physician associate in New York. Hollingshead went
to Harvard University with a mayonnaise jar full of these doses, which he
distributed liberally.35

In 1964, when William S. Burroughs printed his warnings about LSD,
the CIA’s MK-Ultra projects already had vast covert programs to promote
its use on both American coasts. On the East Coast at Boston’s Harvard
University, Psychology Professor Timothy Leary ran experiments (also
conducted at other schools nationwide) where professors received grants to
pay students to take psychedelic drugs. A group called the Human Ecology
Fund gave Leary and other professors the money for this work.36

MK-Ultra scientists gave depositions about the start of the Human
Ecology Fund. The CIA started it in 1959 at Cornell University Medical
School in New York City as a covert funding source for various MK-Ultra
projects. Besides Cornell and Harvard, it involved other prestigious
universities near hotbeds of student activism, such as Stanford University
near Berkeley, California, and Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore,
Maryland, where student-led civil rights activism had made considerable
headway.

Harvard, Stanford, Hopkins and Yale had all been hotbeds for eugenics,
suggesting why they spearheaded these experiments. Harvard, Stanford and
Cornell Medical Schools became epicenters for MK-Ultra activities, paying
student volunteers to take part in experiments with psychedelics, from
mushrooms to LSD. Many of the volunteer students had poor, ethnic
immigrant backgrounds and were in need of the money to help pay their
way in school.37 In total, the CIA allocated $7-13 million for 44 colleges
and universities to conduct this research (twelve hospitals and 24 other
institutions received MK-Ultra funds and conducted similar experiments).38

Up to this time, Prof. Leary had done tests only with psilocybin
(mushrooms). Leary hadn’t tried LSD and said he wasn’t eager to begin, as
he believed one psychedelic was like all others. Researcher Martin Lee
detailed how in 1961, Hollingshead first convinced Leary to try acid with
him, after Leary’s initial refusal.

Lee noted that Hollingshead gave Leary about six times the normal dose
of acid, which had Leary “tripping” for three days. The experience led
Leary to consider Hollingshead his guru. Leary’s closest Harvard
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Psilocybin Project associates, Richard Alpert and Ralph Metzner, were
upset to see Leary in a helpless state and blamed Hollingshead for having
“blown [Leary’s] mind” in the destructive sense. Lee described
Hollingshead as very witty, and the potbellied Brit eventually convinced
doubters Alpert and Metzner, along with other Harvard associates, to
sample the acid from his mayonnaise jar. Soon after they started using LSD
as part of their research.39

This fell in line with CIA MK-Ultra goals regarding LSD. The United
States Senate’s Church Committee would eventually investigate and publish
a little-known report detailing MK-Ultra. It stated that one goal of MK-
Ultra was to manipulate foreign leaders after dosing them with LSD. The
Senate Select Committee’s report cited a memorandum from the Director of
Security to [MK-Ultra subproject] Artichoke, Subject: “ARTICHOKE
Restatement of Program.” It stated that the CIA was using LSD “in order to
develop means for the control of the activities and mental capacities of
individuals whether willing or not.”40 This source also cited the use of LSD
on unwitting Americans. This and other evidence indicates MK-Ultra
similarly worked against American cultural and political leaders at home.

Through Timothy Leary, Hollingshead met top jazz artists such as white
trumpet player Maynard Ferguson. Hollingshead smoked a joint with
Ferguson and his wife, and told them about acid. By the end of the night
Hollingshead had the Fergusons sampling his mayonnaise jar supply.41

In an interview later in life, Leary admitted that within a year of his first
acid trip, “I was working as an intelligence agent since 1962. I was a
witting agent of the CIA.”42

Leary & MK-Ultra Push Acid on East Coast Icons

arvard University expelled Leary and Alpert in 1963 for taking too
much LSD with the subjects of their experimentation. The two

professors immediately started a grassroots nonprofit group called the
International Federation of Internal Freedom (IFIF) and Leary’s “guru”
Hollingshead joined them in this venture. They opened offices in Boston,
New York, Los Angeles and headquarters in Mexico near Acapulco.



Mexico expelled them after six weeks, but not before the group acquired
3,000 dues-paying members.43

IFIF quickly found new benefactors and participants. Peggy Mellon
Hitchcock opened IFIF’s New York office, and her brother, William Mellon
Hitchcock, rented IFIF his 4,000-acre estate in Duchess County, N.Y. for
only $500 a month. At the center of the estate was Millbrook, a sixty-four-
room mansion, where Leary lived and set up shop. They started a major
expansion of the weekly LSD parties that MK-Ultra scientist Harold
Abramson had thrown at his Long Island home.

Much evidence supports the notion that the CIA’s MK-Ultra guided IFIF.
William Hitchcock’s uncle, Andrew Mellon, was a wealthy Pittsburgh
financier (Mellon Bank), and Hitchcock’s grandfather, William Larimer
Mellon founded Gulf Oil (later Chevron), one of the largest oil companies
in the world.44 During the 1940s, the Mellon family held U.S. intelligence
posts in Madrid, London, Geneva and Paris.45 Paul Mellon worked for the
Special Operations Executive in London while his sister, Alisa (once known
as the world’s richest woman), was married to his OSS London chief.46

Europe OSS operations chief Allen Dulles supervised them at that time.
Later Dulles supervised all of U.S. intelligence as CIA Director, overseeing
eight-plus years of MK-Ultra, until President John F. Kennedy replaced him
in 1961.47

Martin Lee noted how “certain influential members of the Mellon family
maintained close ties with the CIA. Mellon family foundations have been
used repeatedly as conduits for Agency funds. Notably, Richard Helms was
a frequent guest of the Mellon patriarchs in Pittsburgh during his tenure as
CIA director (1966-1973).”48

Lee referred to William Mellon Hitchcock as the black sheep of the
family, but William’s actions stayed in line with those of his sister Peggy.
While Timothy Leary, Hollingshead and Alpert lived in Bill Hitchcock’s
mansion, Hitchcock stayed a half-mile away in a private four-bedroom
house. As a millionaire and member of one of the country’s wealthiest
families, he threw many parties for his elite social circles. Despite a
$65,000/month allowance from his trust fund, Bill Hitchcock also still
worked each morning, talking with Swiss and Bahamian bankers. The CIA
used both for covert operations such as laundering cocaine money with the
Bank of Credit and Commerce International (BCCI). He kept in close
contact with New York brokers and investors, inviting them over to Leary’s



parties two hours north of New York City, where he helped initiate many,
most likely his enemies, to acid.49

At the Millbrook mansion, Hollingshead apparently had access to
various new CIA drugs and used Alpert as a guinea pig. When Alpert went
to sleep early one night with a cold, Hollingshead injected him with the
short-acting superpsychedelic DMT. After, while Alpert was still high on
the DMT, Hollingshead gave him 800 micrograms of LSD. Later, Alpert
believed he could fly and jumped out of a second-story window, ending up
with a broken leg.50

Several top government psychiatrists and physicians regularly passed
through or set up an office at Millbrook. Max “Feelgood” Jacobson worked
in the White House. At Millbrook, Jacobson injected people with
psychedelics.51 He would later give regular injections to members of artist
Andy Warhol’s “Factory” in New York City.

Other intelligence agents reported mentoring Leary at this time. Top spy
Alfred Hubbard frequently spoke to Leary and supplied drugs to him.52



MK-Ultra psychiatrist Humphrey Osmond was yet another MK-Ultra figure
who set up shop at Millbrook.

Martin Lee called Millbrook the “Psychedelic Central for the whole East
Coast.” It attracted jazz musicians including Steve Swallow and Charles
Lloyd. Philosopher R.D. Laing joined the party, as did cartoonist Saul
Steinberg and left-wing satirist Paul Krassner. Krassner said Hollingshead
guided his trip.53

Paul Krassner later gave acid to fellow secular Jewish comedians
Groucho Marx and Lenny Bruce.54 Bruce, an extremely popular young
comedian, had leftist political alliances, particularly about integration and
civil rights. Bruce developed a heroin habit and ended up dying of a heroin
overdose.

NASA scientist Steve Groff created a new military incapacitating agent:
JB-118; its action was similar to that of the Army’s BZ. Both were potent
superhallucinogenics that made users feel they were in free fall, and gave
them bizarre visions. Millbrook resident Ralph Metzner said Millbrook
attendees took these drugs. They proceeded to see things that were not
there, along with walking into furniture and doors.

Another Millbrook visitor named Arthur Kleps swore that Hollingshead
placed a few thousand micrograms of pure Sandoz acid in some brandy by
his bed. Kleps ended up founding the Neo-American Boohoo Church in
1966. He declared LSD a sacrament and sought protection under the law
similar to Native Americans’ sacrament of peyote. A judge ruled against the
Boohoos, saying that a group with “Row, Row, Row Your Boat” as its
theme couldn’t be taken seriously enough to qualify as a church.55

Researcher Lee reported that Leary, Hollingshead and their associates
tried to “program” people’s trips in “ways analogous to that of the CIA and
the military.” While Lee assumed Hollingshead’s associates and the CIA
had different goals, the work of Humphrey Osmond and Al Hubbard
indicates the opposite.56 These MK-Ultra figures, along with Hollingshead
and Bill Mellon Hitchcock, make it clear that U.S. and British intelligence
had their own covert psychedelic guinea pig farm at Millbrook. They
accomplished domestically the same task that MK-Ultra directors Gottlieb
and Hubbard had conducted abroad with their “psychedelic hit list.”

 



Timothy Leary and his CIA associates also ran an advertising campaign
for acid. Leary linked LSD to sex. He first called it a shortcut to mystical
enlightenment. Later he talked about it as a new form of radical politics, to
appeal to activists, calling it “erotic politics.” He also called it a “cure for
homosexuality” and said it led women to have several hundred orgasms
during an LSD session. TV film crews regularly appeared at Millbrook,
broadening Leary’s propaganda worldwide.57

Eventually, Duchess County parents got upset when their teens visited
Millbrook. They got local sheriff, and future Watergate conspirator, G.
Gordon Liddy to break down Millbrook’s door, arresting Leary amongst a
group watching a film of a waterfall. The Supreme Court overturned
Leary’s arrest, purportedly because he wasn’t read his rights. After the



arrest, Liddy set up a roadblock and submitted people to strip-searches,
ending the Millbrook scene in 1967.58 It’s uncertain how many activists and
potential activists tripped there before it closed.

Notes

1 Kenneth Cloke, A Brief History of Civil Liberties Protest Movements in Berkeley – From TASC to
SLATE to FSM (1957-1965) (Santa Monica, CA: CDR Press, 1994), pp. 20-27.

2 Kirkpatrick Sale, SDS: The rise and development of the Students for a Democratic Society …(New
York: Vintage, 1973), p. 16. For more on Student Peace Union, see Maurice Isserman, If I Had a
Hammer (New York, Basic Books, 1987), pp. 195, 198.

3 Sale, SDS, pp. 22-23, 28-36. Sale’s SDS is probably the most comprehensively researched account
of the Students for a Democratic Society.

4 Nick Bryant, “Black Man Who Was Crazy Enough to Apply to Ole Miss,” Journal of Blacks in
Higher Education 53 (Autumn 2006), pp. 60-71.

5 Alfred McCoy, A Question of Torture: CIA Interrogation, from the Cold War to the War on Terror
(New York: Metropolitan, 2006), pp. 28-31. Note that this $25 million would be $193 million in
2014 dollars. McCoy cites: Central Intelligence Agency. Memorandum for: The Record, Subject:
Discussion with … Chief … Division, and … Chief of … on Utilization of … Assets, August 9,
1960, [Sgd.] Sidney Gottlieb, Deputy Chief, TSD/Research Branch, File: Subproject 121 MKUltra,
Box 4, CIA Behavior Control Experiments Collection, National Security Archive, Washington.
McCoy also cited John Ranleigh, The Agency: The Rise and Decline of the CIA (New York: Simon
and Schuster, 1986), pp. 204-08, 575-76, 778; and Harvey Weinstein, Psychiatry and the CIA:
Victims of Mind Control (Washington, DC: American Psychiatric Press, 1990).

6 Conrad J. Schwarz, “The Complications of LSD: A Review of the Literature,” Journal of Nervous
and Mental Disease Vol. 146, No. 2 (1968), p. 184. See Hudson Institute consultant Herman Kahn;
Martin Lee and Bruce Shlain, Acid Dreams: The Complete Social History of LSD: The CIA, the
Sixties, and Beyond (New York: Grove Press, 1994), p. 197.

7 Martin Lee and Bruce Shlain, Acid Dreams: The Complete Social History of LSD: The CIA, the
Sixties, and Beyond (New York: Grove Press, 1994), pp. 44-45, 52-53.

8 Lee and Shlain, Acid Dreams, p. 53.

9 H.P. Albarelli, A Terrible Mistake: The Murder of Frank Olson and the CIA’s Cold War
Experiments (Waterville, OR: Trine Day, 2009), pp. 238-39, 292. See top CIA MK-Ultra
psychologist John Gittinger’s statement of knowing Hubbard on site. And see George White and
Sidney Gottlieb discussing him at length.

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=The_Journal_of_Blacks_in_Higher_Education&action=edit&redlink=1


10 Lee and Shlain, Acid Dreams, p. 198. Also Jim Keith, Mass Control: Engineering Human
Consciousness (Kempton, Illinois: Adventures Unlimited, 1999, 2003), p. 111.

11 Albarelli, A Terrible Mistake: The Murder of Frank Olson and the CIA’s Cold War Experiments.
Waterville, Or: Trine Day, 2009, pp.238-9, 292. See top CIA MK-Ultra psychologist John Gittinger’s
statement of knowing Hubbard on site. And see George White and Sidney Gottlieb discussing him at
length.

12 Lee and Shlain, Acid Dreams, pp. 49-50.

13 Jim Keith, Mass Control. Keith cites an interview of Dr. Colin Ross, 4/6/97 on CKLN-FM 88 in
Toronto, Canada, conducted by Wayne Morris. Note that Keith published a second version of his
book titled, Mass Control, World Control, which reportedly sold around 50,000 copies. He reportedly
died in uncertain circumstances related to breaking his knee by falling from a stage at the Burning
Man festival in 1999.

14 Lee and Shlain, Acid Dreams, p. 50.

15 Lee and Shlain, Acid Dreams, p. 51.

16 Lee and Shlain, Acid Dreams, pp. 57, 61-62.

17 Carl Bernstein, “The CIA and the Media,” Rolling Stone, 10/20/77, p. 63.

18 Frances Stonor Saunders, The Cultural Cold War: The CIA and the World of Arts and Letters (New
York: The New Press, 1999), pp. 106, 116-17, 129, 146-49, 152-53. See citations that include, C.D.
Jackson, ‘Notes of meeting,’ 3/28/52 (CDJ/DDE) and Dwight D. Eisenhower, quoted in Blanche
Wiesen Cook, The Declassified Eisenhower: A Divided Legacy of Peace and Political Warfare (New
York: Doubleday,1981). C.D. Jackson to Henry Luce, 3/28/58 (CDJ/DDE), C.D. Jackson to Abbott
Washburn, 2/2/53 (CDJ/DDE) and Lawrence de Neufville, telephone interview, Geneva, March
1997. Note that CDJ/DDE stands for C.D. Jackson Papers and Records, Dwight D. Eisenhower
Library, Abilene, Kansas.

19 See Victor Marchetti and John Marks, The CIA and the Cult of Intelligence (New York: Dell,
1974). Phil Agee, Inside the Company: CIA Diary (New York: Bantam, 1975). John Stockwell’s
speech with graphics on YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=KcsTdrOLQ_U&feature=mfu_in_order&list=UL.

20 Lee and Shlain, Acid Dreams, pp. 32-35. For copious information on George White, his associates
and safehouses, see Albarelli, A Terrible Mistake, pp. 574-79, 694-97, which gives street addresses
for the CIA safehouses. On areas of activism: in NYC they were located in Greenwich Village; in
San Francisco, around Telegraph Hill. See Prof. William Domhoff, “Why San Francisco Is (Or Used
to Be) Different: Progressive Neighborhoods Had a Big Impact,”
http://www2.ucsc.edu/whorulesamerica/local/san_francisco.html.

21 Kirkpatrick Sale, SDS, pp. 86, 663-64.

22 Frances Fox Piven and Richard A. Cloward, Poor People’s Movements: Why They Succeed and
How They Fail (New York: Vintage, 1978), pp. 238, 242. PBS, American Experience, “About the
Film: The Kennedys and Civil Rights,”
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/general-article/kennedys-and-civil-rights/.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KcsTdrOLQ_U&feature=mfu_in_order&list=UL
http://www2.ucsc.edu/whorulesamerica/local/san_francisco.html


23 Piven and Cloward, Poor People’s Movements, pp. 244-48.

24 Michael Ollove, “The FBI’s Mole in Klan was Horrifyingly Brutal as the Rest,” Baltimore Sun,
6/5/05.

25 While Dylan came back closer to his old lyric-writing form in his later years, the, at least
temporary, descent of his acid-addled brain can be seen starting in 1965 in interviews such as this
one: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DcPoZZVm3Dk.

26 http://corenyc.org/nycore.htm.

27 Piven and Cloward, Poor People’s Movements, pp. 244-48. For more on Chaney, Goodman and
Schwerner, see, Seth Cagin and Phillip Dray, We Are Not Afraid (New York: Bantam Books, 1989).

28 James Casbolt, “MI6 are Lords of the Global Drug Trade,”
http://www.politicsandcurrentaffairs.co.uk/world-events/44044-mi6-lords-global-drug.html.

29 Jim Keith, Mass Control. Note that the British founded Tavistock in 1921.

30 Lee and Shlain, Acid Dreams, p. 98

31 Michael Hollingshead, The Man Who Turned on the World (London: Abelard-Schuman, 1974).

32 Hollingshead, The Man Who Turned on the World. On Dick Lee’s statement, Dick Lee and Colin
Pratt, Operation Julie: How the Undercover Police Team Smashed the World’s Greatest Drugs Ring
(London: W.H. Allen, 1978), p. 68, http://www.britishcouncil.org/history-1940-royal-charter.htm.
The importance of King George VI’s funding comes from the royalty’s close connection with the
British East India Company Opium traffickers in Britain and the U.S. This collaboration included
work with Brown Brothers Harriman and funding the Nazi regime in Germany, behind the backs of
Britain’s Prime Minister Winston Churchill and President Franklin Roosevelt.

33 McCoy, A Question of Torture, p. 31. Saunders, The Cultural Cold War, pp. 135, 144.

34 On Trilling on Board of Directors of Hollingshead’s organization, the Institute for British
American Cultural Exchange, see Hollingshead, The Man Who Turned on the World. Saunders, The
Cultural Cold War, pp. 151, 241, 357-58, 395, 438. Saunders has excellent sources. For example, on
CIA’s Psychological Strategy Board supervising the American Committee on Cultural Freedom, see
National Security Council Directive, March 1950, quoted in Scott Lucas, “The Psychological
Strategy Board,” International History Review Vol. 18, No. 2 (May 1996). A British magazine’s
cultural critic, Saunders poured through loads of primary document sources to reveal many pages of
U.S. and British intelligence agency work in her book, The Cultural Cold War. She found decades of
CIA collaboration with Britain’s MI6 revealed in much of this work. Saunders, The Cultural Cold
War, pp. 167, 174.

35 Lee and Shlain, Acid Dreams, pp. 82-83.

36 On Leary, Lee and Shlain, Acid Dreams, pp. 73-76. On CIA & Human Ecology funding of schools
nationwide, Weinstein, Psychiatry and the CIA, pp. 130, 179-80; referenced in McCoy, A Question of
Torture, pp. 29-31. Also see Nicholas M. Horrock, “80 Institutions Used in C.I.A. Mind Studies:
Admiral Turner Tells Senators of Behavior Control Research Bars Drug Testing Now,” New York
Times, August 4, 1977.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DcPoZZVm3Dk
http://corenyc.org/nycore.htm
http://www.politicsandcurrentaffairs.co.uk/world-events/44044-mi6-lords-global-drug.html
http://www.britishcouncil.org/history-1940-royal-charter.htm


37 Albarelli, A Terrible Mistake, pp. 193, 234, 272, 288. Lee and Shlain, Acid Dreams, pp. 87, 197n.
Also see Dr. William Henry Wall Jr., From Healing to Hell (New South Books, 2011), and Price H.
David, “Buying a Piece of Anthropology Part 1: Human Ecology and Unwitting Anthropological
Research for the CIA,” Anthropology Today Vol. 23, No. 3, pp. 8-13. While it hasn’t been verified by
other sources, one activist said that Yale University ran special programs for gifted New Haven black
teenagers; that program included giving them LSD: personal interview with George Edwards, former
New Haven Black Panther, in 2001.

38 Weinstein, Psychiatry and the CIA, pp. 130, 179-80. Referenced in McCoy, A Question of Torture,
pp. 29-31. Also see, Nicholas M. Horrock, “80 Institutions Used in C.I.A. Mind Studies: Admiral
Turner Tells Senators of Behavior Control Research Bars Drug Testing Now,” New York Times,
August 4, 1977.

39 Lee and Shlain, Acid Dreams, pp. 82-84

40 Church Committee Report, p. 393,
http://www.aarclibrary.org/publib/contents/church/contents_church_reports_book1.htm.

41 Lee and Shlain, Acid Dreams, pp. 83-84.

42 Bowart’s interview of Leary is found reprinted in many places, such as in Bowart’s obituary
review of Leary: http://www.raven1.net/mcf/hambone/tlcia.html. It’s also found in fragments in
Keith, Mind Control, pp. 108-09.

43 Lee and Shlain, Acid Dreams, pp. 96-98. Also see Hollingshead, The Man Who Turned on the
World.

44 Lee and Shlain, Acid Dreams, p. 97. Dan Fitzpatrick, “Mellon Family’s Legacy Lives On,”
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, June 30, 2007.

45 Saunders, The Cultural Cold War, p. 34.

46 Lee and Shlain, Acid Dreams, p. 97.

47 Saunders, The Cultural Cold War, p. 35. Also on Dulles, see Marchetti and Marks, The CIA and
the Cult of Intelligence, p. 53.

48 Lee and Shlain, Acid Dreams, p. 246.

49 Lee and Shlain, Acid Dreams, pp. 99-100.

 

50 Lee and Shlain, Acid Dreams, pp. 101-02.

51 Lee and Shlain, Acid Dreams, p. 102.

52 Lee and Shlain, Acid Dreams, pp. 87-8, 102.

53 That included uncontrollable laughing for an hour that he couldn’t stop, even with thinking of
depressing subjects such as Vietnam. He laughed so hard he threw up: Lee and Shlain, Acid Dreams,
p. 103.

http://www.aarclibrary.org/publib/contents/church/contents_church_reports_book1.htm
http://www.raven1.net/mcf/hambone/tlcia.html


54 Lee and Shlain, Acid Dreams, p. 102.

55 Lee and Shlain, Acid Dreams, pp. 103-05.

56 Lee and Shlain, Acid Dreams, p. 109.

57 Lee and Shlain, Acid Dreams, pp. 113-14.

58 Liddy found people watching a film of a waterfall and arrested Leary, who was wearing only a
shirt, Lee and Shlain, Acid Dreams, pp. 117-18.



A

Chapter Six

MK-Ultra West? 
 Berkeley Protests, Kesey & Owsley

t the University of California-Berkeley in 1957, student activists
formed the campus political party SLATE, which promoted the right

of students to protest for racial equality, free speech, and voluntary, rather
than the then-mandatory, male participation in the Reserve Officer Training
Corps (ROTC).1 Besides civil rights, people were protesting Senator Joe
McCarthy’s Red Scare about Communism at that time.2

In 1959 the House Un-American Activities Committee conducted a
public interrogation of leftist activists in San Francisco. These diverse
activists included a Cal-Berkeley sophomore, a popular local antiwar radio
deejay, several members of the Longshoremen’s Union, and some members
of the Communist Party. Berkeley’s student newspaper, The Daily Cal,
printed a front-page article calling for students to protest the House Un-
American Activities Committee hearings, recommending that people use
the tactic of laughing loudly at HUAC’s ridiculous questions and
statements. The Longshoremen’s Union and others also came out to protest
and picket the events.3

Television journalists filmed the events at the City Hall for the evening
news. So many protesters turned up at one event that police trained fire
hoses on them, flooding the inside of the building. After a raucous three
days of hearings and protests, HUAC subpoenaed the film from the San
Francisco television stations covering the events. A HUAC researcher
edited the film with narration, adding some fictional elements and speeches
by members of HUAC, titling it Operation Abolition.4

According to articles about this movie, more than eight million people
viewed it nationwide. Some groups agreed with its intention of locking up
the Communists. Others used it to organize people against the HUAC trials.
In another movie, Berkeley in the Sixties, activists said that their colleges
showed Operation Abolition to students in an effort to warn them not to be
duped by Communists. It had the opposite effect, leading many leftist
students to transfer to Berkeley in order to “be where the action is.”5



In the early 1960s, Berkeley student activists became involved in civil
rights work. In what the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee
dubbed “Freedom Summer” in 1964, a number of Berkeley students went
on Freedom Rides to Mississippi. When they got back to Berkeley’s
campus that fall, they set up tables to raise money and educate students
about these civil rights groups.

Like many colleges, the University of California at Berkeley did not
allow fundraising for any political parties except the Democratic and
Republican school clubs. Students and faculty were also upset about loyalty
oaths (to the U.S. government) required of faculty. Faculty faced negative
academic pressure if they tried to discuss socialist or anarchist history and
ideas with students. For some, refusing to take the oath led to dismissal, and
to debates about academic freedom.

In mid-September of 1964, one of the deans announced a ban on
political tables that students often manned at the corner of Bancroft and
Telegraph Avenues. A protest ensued that erupted into 3,000 people sitting
around a police car to stop the arrest of activist Jack Weinberg, while also
using the car as a podium for speeches. That December, upset about the
administration singling out student leaders for punishment, several thousand
students took over Sproul Hall in a last-ditch tactic to reopen negotiations
with the Berkeley administration on political free speech and actions on
campus.6

Mario Savio, a Berkeley student who had joined the civil rights Freedom
Riders that summer, stood on the Sproul Hall steps and told a large rally
that the university was acting like a factory that considers its students
merely raw materials for processing into standardized personnel. Savio
recommended a radical solution:

There’s a time when the operation of the machine becomes so odious,
makes one so sick at heart, that you can’t take part, you can’t even tacitly
take part, and you have to put your body upon the gears and the wheels,
upon all the apparatus, and you’ve got to stop it. You’ve got to indicate to
the people who run it, the people who own it, that unless you’re free, the
machine will be prevented from working.7

On cue from there, the demonstrators marched into the administrative
offices of Sproul Hall and occupied its four floors. District attorney, and
Ronald Reagan’s future U.S. Attorney General, Edwin Meese III got
permission from Governor Edmund Brown Sr., and arrested some 800



O

students at 2 a.m., before releasing them several hours later. The University
of California brought charges against the organizers, so students held larger
protests that all but shut down the Berkeley campus.8

In January 1965, the administration of the new acting chancellor finally
backed down. The school established provisional rules for political activity
on the Berkeley campus, allowed open discussion for members of all
political groups at Sproul Hall during certain hours of the day, and
permitted tables for leafleting. That spring, the students and organizers
started the Vietnam Day Committee. This group helped spark the anti-
Vietnam War movement nationwide.9

Magic Bus Promotes LSD in Harlem, South

nce again, an increase of MK-Ultra operations coincided with this
same area of increased activism. In the late 1950s, aspiring writer

Ken Kesey attended Stanford University’s prestigious writing program.
Kesey had also been an alternate on the 1960 U.S. Olympic wrestling team
and had stated he had never even been drunk on beer, much less done any
drugs at that time.10 As an impoverished student while at Stanford, Kesey
participated in one of MK-Ultra’s Human Ecology Fund LSD experiment
programs at Menlo Park Hospital in 1960. Writer Robert Hunter, who later
gained fame as a lyricist for the Grateful Dead, also participated. Kesey and
Hunter each earned $20 ($150 in 2012 dollars) every time they took a dose
of LSD.

When the experiment was over, Menlo Park Hospital offered Kesey a job
in the psychiatric unit to work with the doctor who gave him the LSD. From
his experiences there, Kesey wrote his first published novel, 1962’s One
Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest. It was later made into a movie.11 With his
literary acclaim, Kesey’s open use of LSD put the drug in a positive light.
Kesey’s fame also soon attracted other writers to his home.



Starting in the early 1960s, Kesey began throwing parties regularly at his
home near Stanford. He was given the keys that opened the psychiatrist’s
office at Menlo Park, enabling him to “steal” (Kesey’s word) LSD for his
parties, where he served “electric chili” laced with LSD to his guests, many
of whom were artists and writers. Did the Stanford/Menlo Park CIA
program use Kesey in a special project, likely without his complete
knowledge, encouraging him to throw parties like those CIA scientist Dr.



Harold Abramson held weekly in his Long Island home, and which Leary
would start in 1963?12

These parties would expand into ever-larger gatherings that would be
dubbed “Acid Tests.” That at least three high level CIA MK-Ultra scientists
attended these parties (discussed below) suggests that they were a West
Coast version of Timothy Leary’s CIA-attended acid parties at William
Mellon Hitchcock’s Millbrook estate.

Kesey coined the term “Merry Pranksters” to describe the growing crew
of people hanging out at his place and made himself the leader of this
group.13

An uncertain number of key people appeared to push Kesey’s and the
Merry Pranksters’ LSD promotion. Augustus Owsley Stanley III (best
known as Owsley) came from a wealthy and powerful Kentucky “blue
blood” family. His father was a government attorney; his grandfather was a
governor and then a U.S. Senator from Kentucky. Owsley had dropped out
of the University of Virginia while studying engineering.14 In 1958, at the
age of 21, he enlisted in the Air Force and served for 18 months.15 His
behavior afterwards suggests he did continuing undercover work for Air
Force intelligence and MK-Ultra.



Owsley Stanley traveled west to attend school briefly at the University
of California-Berkeley where at least one writer said he first started a
methedrine (amphetamine or “speed”) laboratory. He began manufacturing
mass quantities of LSD in 1963. After he paired with Berkeley science
prodigy Tim Scully, Scully did the manufacturing.

After One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest was published, Kesey stopped
working at the hospital and started getting acid from Owsley and Scully.
They provided a bountiful supply of both LSD and amphetamines to Ken
Kesey and often attended his parties. After Kesey wrote his second novel,
he decided to do a promotional trip by traveling cross-country on a bus to
the World’s Fair being held in Queens, New York, in the summer of 1964.
The Pranksters decked out an old school bus with bunk beds and electronic
equipment, and painted it in swirling patterns with Day-Glo colors. Scully
reportedly set up the stereo and speakers on the bus.16 This might help
attract people in black neighborhoods they visited, particularly areas of civil
unrest in the South and Harlem just after the riots, to join their party on the
bus.

Someone convinced Neal Cassady to join the Pranksters. Cassady was
the inspiration for a freewheeling character in Jack Kerouac’s best-selling
novel On the Road. Cassady had just served two years at San Quentin
prison for possession of a single joint of marajuana.17 While ingesting large
amounts of amphetamines, Neal Cassady drove the bus, and many
journalists wrote about it. Kesey left his wife to watch their three children
in California while he enjoyed the bus trip that was later glorified in music
by The Who and the Beatles, with the songs, “Magic Bus” and “Magical
Mystery Tour,” respectively.

At the start of the trip Kesey stopped to pick up Ken Babbs at the El
Toro Marine base where Babbs was completing his term of service.18 A
decorated Marine helicopter pilot, one of the first in Vietnam, Babbs had
attended the Stanford Writing Program with Kesey in the late 1950s, and
they became friends. Along with the book On the Bus, a documentary film
about the journey, Magic Trip, reported much about this bus trip.19

Though the supposed purpose of the trip was to go to New York, the bus
took a long detour south. During the ever-increasing Freedom Summer civil
rights campaigns, the bus swung through a number of southern towns
bringing loads of acid.20 Evidence indicates they tried to get some of the
Freedom Rider activists “tripping.”



In his book On the Bus, Paul Perry described the former struggling New
York comedian Wavy Gravy, whom friends also knew as Hugh Romney.21

The book included a picture of Wavy Gravy’s business card that read “Goon
King Brothers Dimensional Kreemo, Rudy Kloptic” (another alias). Wavy
Gravy’s Goon King Bros. was a psychotropic-substance delivery service in
San Francisco that he started before meeting Kesey’s group. Was this U.S.
intelligence work that included Owsley Stanley and Tim Scully? Whether
Owsley and Scully knowingly worked for the CIA could never be
confirmed, but they would both soon work with the heavily CIA-linked
group, William Mellon Hitchcock’s Brotherhood of Eternal Love.22

The Pranksters’ circuitous route took them through Houston, New
Orleans, Mississippi, Alabama and Florida. They went to segregated
beaches and tried to go to black-only swimming areas, acting as if they
were well-meaning civil rights movement integrationists. They went to jazz
clubs and picked up a jazz artist whom they got to trip with them. Ken
Babbs appeared to be leading the troupe’s itinerary by the time they headed
for Pensacola, Florida, where Babbs’s Marine buddy had a place. That



friend still served, and was in uniform. Babbs apparently still had
connections to the military. Were these harmless connections to the military,
or might Babbs have been working as an undercover MK-Ultra agent?23

The bus picked up Babbs’s brother, John, who they said helped
orchestrate the trip. John “went missing” and then hitchhiked back to the
bus. This happened so many times that others nicknamed him “Sometimes
Missing.” With Ken Babbs later-seen propagation of the CIA’s MK-Ultra
goals, it’s a wonder if John Babbs was consulting with U.S. intelligence
handlers. Police stopped the bus at various times, but always let them go.
Ken Babbs would also later talk an inspecting FBI agent out of arresting
anyone in his drug-filled home.24

When the bus finally arrived in New York, its first stopping point was
not the World’s Fair, but Harlem.25 Residents of Harlem had recently rioted
over civil rights issues.26 Promoting acid to rebellious blacks seemed
important to the Pranksters, as they would later promote acid to blacks in
the Watts neighborhood of Los Angeles just after the riots there.

Eventually the Pranksters did visit the World’s Fair in Queens, New
York. There the Pranksters met with Beat writers Allen Ginsberg and Jack
Kerouac. The gathering, which was filmed, shows Ginsberg and Kerouac
happily greeting Cassady, but no one else. Ginsberg reportedly had been
having sex with bisexual Neal Cassady off and on for 21 years. Ginsberg,
Kerouac and Cassady kept to themselves, separate from the Pranksters.
Kerouac didn’t enjoy the group and got Cassady to leave the party early,
taking him back to Kerouac’s Massachusetts home.27

Next, the bus traveled up to former Harvard professor Timothy Leary’s
rented Millbrook, NY estate. Kesey saw this as a great opportunity for two
acid-taking leaders to meet. But acid failed to glue the two. Leary had
started a three-day acid trip in his home, and didn’t come out to meet
Kesey.28

Kesey, Ken Babbs, Wavy Gravy and the Merry Pranksters returned to the
San Francisco Bay area and continued to promote acid at Kesey’s ranch and
beyond. They drove their multi-colored, Day-Glo bus all around Northern
California promoting LSD. The timing, coinciding with Freedom Summer,
seems more than happenstance. At the nearby UC-Berkeley campus,
students were organizing and protesting as part of the Berkeley Free Speech
Movement.



Clearly, during two of the biggest leftist mobilizations of students, the
civil rights Freedom Summer and the Berkeley Free Speech Movement,
MK-Ultra-linked LSD promoters worked hard to spread the drug amongst
them. U.S. intelligence had already launched FBI Counterintelligence
Program (Cointelpro) tactics against Martin Luther King Jr. and the civil
rights movement in the South. The CIA’s Operation Chaos joined the FBI’s
Cointelpro targeting. Also, MK-Ultra was extremely active at Stanford
University, forty miles south of Berkeley.29

Student accounts of the Free Speech Movement at Cal-Berkeley suggest
that certain Pranksters targeted the radical leftists of Berkeley’s campus. For
example, Denise Kaufman described how she had just enrolled at Berkeley
when she “discovered LSD and the free-speech movement within a few
days of each other.”30 Kaufman also told of how one day she was standing
in front of Sproul Hall next to tables with information about the Communist
party and Socialists. She said she was arrested standing next to Berkeley
Free Speech Movement leader Mario Savio. She said that within days she
met Ken Kesey and the Pranksters when they had just returned from their
cross-country bus trip. Kaufman later became one of the Pranksters.31

Activists invited Kesey to address a large anti-War rally, but he appeared
to have been led to play the same role as Timothy Leary, who had a “tune
in, turn on and drop out” message. Kesey brought both Pranksters and pro-
War Hell’s Angels with him on the bus to that event. When it was Kesey’s
turn to speak, he played “Home on the Range” on a harmonica and then
asked the crowd: “Do you want to know how to stop the war? Just turn your
backs and say fuck it.” He then walked away.32 Kesey and the Pranksters
brought many student activists back to their La Honda home for acid
parties.33 In Acid Dreams, Lee and Shlain discuss this, stating: “Kesey’s
scene was all the rage in the Bay Area. Among others, it attracted people
who were involved with the Free Speech Movement that arose on the
Berkeley campus of the University of California in the fall of 1964.”34

Police didn’t arrest Kesey for years, either on his drug-raddled bus tour
or at his home parties, where distribution of illegal drugs was rampant, and
neighbors complained about the noise from Kesey’s loudspeakers blaring in
his back yard. In one instance, police cars arrived with red lights flashing
but never came in, while the party lasted two days.35 This suggests U.S.
intelligence asked the police to hold off. According to On the Bus: “Finally,
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in April 1965, Kesey and 14 Pranksters were arrested,” at Kesey’s home.
Most of the charges were for marijuana possession except for Kesey’s, who
was charged with “operating a premises where marijuana was furnished,
and with resisting arrest.” Kesey got out on bail and then had over a dozen
court appearances before he received a suspended sentence.

MK-Ultra Scientists Attend Acid Tests, Target Activists

fter leaving the Marines, Ken Babbs had a business card that read
“Ken Babbs, Intrepid Trips, Inc.” Other Pranksters, such as Lee

Quarnstrom and Ron Bevirt, had similar picture ID cards, stating
membership in Babbs’s Intrepid Trips, Inc. On the back of the cards was a
picture of Uncle Sam, as seen on WWII recruitment posters, with the
legend: “Can YOU Pass the Acid Test?” The Acid Tests were a series of
parties where Pranksters served Kool-Aid fruit punch spiked with LSD.
Acclaimed writer Tom Wolfe would later write a book about it: The Electric
Kool-Aid Acid Test.36

Kenn Babbs held his first “Acid Test” party in 1965 at a 400-acre farm
he owned in Santa Cruz.37 The Warlocks, Army veterans Jerry Garcia and
Bob Weir’s band, performed at the party. Before the end of that year, the
band changed its name to the Grateful Dead. A Prankster stated that no one
came to their first show but fellow Pranksters.38 This suggests that the
Warlocks/Grateful Dead first started playing only for these events. To help
make the Acid Tests more alluring, Owsley Stanley and Tim Scully
designed advanced sound equipment for the rock group. Rolling Stone
magazine said this advanced sound system was the likely reason the
Grateful Dead broke out of the San Francisco scene.39

The Warlocks first manager, Hank Harrison, said that an important
struggle arose early on regarding influence over the band. Harrison
described himself as a student of a leading leftist community organizer
named Saul Alinsky. He stood in opposition to the band’s top benefactor,
Augustus Owsley Stanley III, who Harrison said was very right-wing.
Harrison said that Owsley had teamed up with William Mellon Hitchcock
as early as 1964. Billy Hitchcock’s Mellon family, as described earlier, was
one of the country’s wealthiest families who held many U.S. intelligence



posts. Hitchcock provided unlimited financial and technological resources
to the band. In opposition to Owsley, Harrison preached moderation in all
drug use. Harrison’s managerial position was cut short in 1965, after six
months, and Owsley gained the upper hand in influencing the band.
Nonetheless, Harrison continued as a consultant and roommate of longtime
Grateful Dead bass player Phil Lesh until 1972.

Harrison also described the understated roles of two extremely wealthy
women. He said that Owsley’s girlfriend, Melissa Cargill, aided his work.
Her family’s Cargill Company had been listed as America’s largest family-
owned company. Harrison reported that Cargill was a chemist and that both
she and Owsley were taught and continually advised by Professor
Alexander “Sasha” Shulgin, who also worked for Dow Chemical Company.
Harrison said Shulgin’s “advising” often included hanging out with Owsley
on the side or back of the stage at Grateful Dead shows for years. Shulgin
synthesized and popularized MDMA (ecstasy), as well as the “super-
psychedelic” STP for Dow and the MK-Ultra-collaborating U.S. Army
Chemical Corps. Harrison added that William Mellon Hitchcock’s sister
Peggy helped fund their Brotherhood of Eternal Love acid manufacturing
and promotion group.

Pranksters held the second Acid Test on December 4, 1965, at a house
owned by a black man who lived near San Jose State University. The
Pranksters held it the same night as the Rolling Stones concert in San
Francisco. They passed out fliers at the Stones’ show asking “Can YOU
pass the Acid Test?” and got about 400 people to the party drinking their
acid-spiked punch. Once again, the Grateful Dead played all night there.
Police eventually stopped the music, but no one was arrested.40 The
Pranksters and Grateful Dead went on to serve huge bowls of Kool-Aid
spiked with LSD to increasingly large numbers of people all over California
(and the bowls eventually became trashcans full of “electric” Kool-Aid).
Anyone who attended the shows and got thirsty dancing to the band was
dosed without fully knowing they would be tripping. The Pranksters and
Grateful Dead appeared to target impressionable students and black
neighborhoods of unrest, including San Francisco State University and the
black Watts neighborhood of Los Angeles.

As previously mentioned, journalist Hank Albarelli wrote a lengthy book
on the history of MK-Ultra, A Terrible Mistake. Albarelli had worked in
President Carter’s White House and for the Department of the Treasury. He



quoted John Gittinger, a CIA Technical Services Staff scientist with a dozen
years at the Agency, who helped organize MK-Ultra’s Human Ecology
cover program in universities. Gittinger had even interviewed Dr. Sidney
Gotlieb, to screen him for the position of CIA MK-Ultra director.41

Under deposition in a lawsuit brought by victims of a Canadian MK-
Ultra doctor, Gittinger admitted that he and two of his fellow CIA Chemical
Division scientists traveled from the East Coast and attended a number of
Acid Test parties. Gittinger recalled how at one of these parties, U.S.
intelligence “superspy” Alfred “Hubbard and some doctor … two bald-
headed, portly guys in dark suits walking into the middle of all this madness
… people began melting away from them … At least when we went to
these things we made an effort to blend in with things.” The “effort to blend
in” suggests that Gittinger and his colleagues were spying on the events.
Did these high level CIA scientists spend this large amount of time
traveling to the West Coast because they helped orchestrate these Acid
Tests?42
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Meanwhile, anti-War activists increased their organizing on the West
Coast. On a weekend in mid-October of 1965, 14,000 protesters marched
on the Oakland Army induction center. Writers called it the first major San
Francisco Bay area anti-Vietnam War demonstration. The police turned
protesting marchers away the first day, and Hell’s Angels turned the
marchers away the second day. At the end of the second day of action at the
induction center, many protesters were lured to a Longshoreman’s Hall. The
Longshoremen are a particularly radical labor union. Overall, 400-1,200
people came to the Hall for “the birth of a scene,” with a group of rock
bands and psychedelic lights.43

Kesey Tries to Pull Plug on Acid Tests and Is Jailed

fter a third Acid Test with about 300 people on Muir Beach near San
Francisco, Ken Kesey stated that the Acid Tests were over, as he

wasn’t happy with them anymore. In short order, police arrested Kesey a
second time for possession of marijuana.44 Several nights after Kesey’s
arrest, Ken Babbs, Stewart Brand and others held an even bigger Acid Test.
Babbs and Brand had spent considerable time organizing a three-night event
they called the “Trips Festival,” which was a major step up from the former
Acid Tests. It was held at the Longshoremen’s Hall.45

Stewart Brand reported a particularly interesting military history. In one
interview, Brand said he, like Babbs, was in the military ROTC at Stanford
from 1960-62, and “taught Basic Training at Fort Dix, New Jersey. I did
serve half a year at the Pentagon as the Army’s senior photographer.” In
another interview, which is also on film, Brand added that at Fort Dix, “I
was running basic training as a Second Lieutenant there. And then my
weekends were in the Lower East Side in New York hanging out with artists
… messing with psychedelic drugs.” Brand further said that “with the
Merry Pranksters … there were a number of ex-military people …
[including Kesey’s] number two, Ken Babbs … that gave us a common
language and a set of understandings.”46

Journalist Hank Albarelli reprinted CIA MK-Ultra scientist John
Gittinger’s report that he and at least two of his colleagues attended the
Trips Festival. Researchers Lee and Shlain noted that the Trips Festival was



three days long and included advanced technology for its time, such as
closed circuit television cameras set up all over, so people could see
themselves dancing. Grateful Dead lead guitarist Jerry Garcia said there
were several thousand attendees each day. Music promoter Bill Graham
described acid everywhere. “They had ices spiked with acid, available to
all, children as well. There were big tubs on the balcony and downstairs.”47

Ken Kesey’s first marijuana arrest had resulted in probation with a three-
year jail sentence hanging over his head if arrested again.48 Friends bailed
Kesey out after his second marijuana arrest, and he fled the country for
Mexico. Sources stated: “with Kesey in Mexico, Babbs was the man in
charge. He took the bus to Los Angeles for a series of Acid Tests. With the
help of Wavy Gravy, the Pranksters put on four Acid Tests.”49 Besides
holding a test in a Unitarian Church, the Los Angeles Acid Tests notably
included one in a garage in the black Watts area, just after one of the largest
riots in American history.50 Was it more than coincidence that Ken Babbs
and his tripped-out, easily led Pranksters tried to push acid at the two
locations of the nation’s first two major black riots, Harlem on the bus trip,
and Watts?

With the Grateful Dead playing, the Watts Acid Test dosed many without
their knowledge. After people got heated up dancing, they drank from one
of the several 30-gallon drums of Kool-Aid fruit punch. People received
massive doses of acid in that punch. Someone purportedly miscalculated the
right amount of Kool-Aid for a normal trip and people who followed the
instructions got six hits of LSD per cup instead of one.51 Wavy Gravy
described the scene: “People would be dancing for about three hours to the
Grateful Dead, and then they’d be looking for something wet. Well, ‘wet’
was about 300 micrograms a swallow. That was pretty intense for some
people, but if they wanted to go outside, there was nowhere to go because
Watts was still smoldering from the riots.”52

Along with the CIA’s MK-Ultra scientists, local police and state
narcotics agents also attended the events that appeared to be larger human-
guinea-pig experiments. Witnesses said people harassed the police without
a response.53 During an Acid Test at a movie studio in Los Angeles, the
Pranksters added only dry ice to the Kool-Aid to make it bubble, but drug-
free. Life magazine photographed the Pranksters for its cover. As noted,
Time/Life’s owner and vice-president had an intertwined leadership with



the CIA, suggesting that Life purposely published a picture where no one
was tripping or crazy looking, as one of many articles trying to promote
LSD.54 Time magazine also highlighted the LSD phenomenon. Magazines
such as Look, The Reporter, Cosmopolitan, The Saturday Evening Post, and
The Ladies Home Journal followed suit.55

By the early fall of 1966, Ken Kesey, now a fugitive, planned an Acid
Test Graduation at another Trips Festival. He planned to pop up on stage
and tell people to go “beyond acid,” then climb through a ceiling escape
door and be whisked away by helicopter. However, police arrested Kesey
shortly before the event. Authorities apparently didn’t want a
counterculture, rebel role model changing his mind and preaching against
acid use.56 Kesey eventually made the Acid Test Graduation event happen
when he got out of jail, though pictures showed that between three to six
dozen people participated.57 Shortly after, a court sentenced Kesey to a
prison work farm, followed by a three-year house arrest at his brother’s
farm in Oregon that definitively ended his “acid graduation” message.58

Ken Kesey said that by 1969, sixty-one people lived with him in a barn
in Oregon. He said they all went to Woodstock without him that year when
he found a candle burnt down just before it could catch the surrounding hay
on fire. He kicked most of them out after that. Years later, Allen Ginsberg
got the CIA records stating that the CIA was paying for those acid
experiments to “try to make people insane—to weaken people and put them
under the control of interrogators.” Kesey said he thought the CIA didn’t
want to have people tripping again, as the CIA “didn’t like the look” in
LSD users’ eyes. Of course, a mass of evidence dispels this notion. Kesey
said he only did drugs on “religious occasions” in his later years.59
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Chapter Seven

Opium’s Golden Triangle & Vietnam War-Era
Assassinations

vidence supports the contention that the wealthiest oligarchs who
influenced U.S. intelligence had opponents assassinated when

necessary. In Vietnam, the American oligarchs saw a chance to gain more
control over the opium cash crops that their families had a history of
trafficking. Besides the obvious profit motive from opium trafficking, a
little-known vast profit incentive also came from laundering drug profits.
Also, with blacks increasingly rioting over civil rights in the 1960s, the
oligarchy would have had the added motive of sedating and dividing poor
black communities with heroin, the way their progenitors had conducted the
Opium Wars on China, as discussed earlier.

Over a five-year period in the 1960s, gunmen assassinated the four most
influential opponents of the Vietnam War: President John F. Kennedy,
Malcolm X, Martin Luther King Jr. and Senator Robert F. Kennedy. The
oligarchy had the top motive and means for these assassinations. Other
books have explored detailed evidence regarding U.S. intelligence’s
possible assassinations of JFK, Malcolm X, MLK and RFK on behalf of the
oligarchs.1 The oligarchy’s motive for assassinating the Kennedys deserves
a new look with respect to both the Vietnam War and MK-Ultra.



A
Opium for Oppression and Corporate Profits

ctivists fought tirelessly for African Americans’ civil rights, and
their small but increasing successes began occurring from the late

1950s to the late 1960s. In their award-winning book, Poor People’s
Movements, sociologists Frances Piven and Richard Cloward make a strong
case that riots and other forms of mass disruption had the biggest influence
on leading the ruling powers to pass civil rights legislation. While Malcolm
X (El-Hajj Malik El-Shabazz) and MLK didn’t start the riots, U. S.
intelligence’s research indicated that the rioters had the most respect for
these two leaders, who arguably raised their awareness of oppression as a
reason to riot.2

While the John F. Kennedy and Lyndon Johnson administrations enacted
civil rights legislation, U.S. intelligence appeared to increase the
distribution of heroin into black neighborhoods of American cities to help



stop the riots. The wave of heroin that flooded into pockets of unrest in the
1960s served as a tool of oppression against activists and the rioters. Not
only did it addict thousands and ruin their lives, it also sidetracked civil
rights activists who became wary of entering poor black communities due
to the vast increase in violence caused by the drug influx and fights over
drug turf. Lyndon Johnson’s Attorney General, Ramsey Clark, would later
say that he believed “the government uses drugs to sedate and divide the
masses.”3

A former U.S. Assistant Secretary of Housing and Wall Street insider,
Catherine Austin Fitts, explained a little-known aspect of illicit drugs’ huge
effect on the U.S. stock market. Fitts, who worked in the first President
Bush’s administration, had a high-level background on Wall Street. She was
managing director and a member of the board of directors of Dillon Read &
Co, considered one of the “Wall Street dynasties.” She was also former
president of The Hamilton Securities Group and later started The Solari
Group, Inc.4

Fitts revealed that the CIA and Department of Justice admitted to
creating “a memorandum of understanding that permitted the CIA to help
its allies and assets to traffic in drugs and not have to report it.” She stated
that the U.S. competed with other countries in how best to accumulate cash
immediately after World War II. Top researchers agree that the CIA used
military transport airline Air America, as well as other airlines, to help
traffic Golden Triangle opium worldwide over the following decades.5

Fitts referred to money made from illicit drug sales as “narco dollars.”
She said, “The power of narco dollars comes when you combine drug
trafficking with the stock market,” detailing how narco dollars
exponentially increase the value of a company’s stock. She continued, “The
‘POP’ is a word I learned on Wall Street to describe the multiple of income
at which a stock trades. If a stock like PepsiCo trades at 20 times its
income, that means for every $100,000 of income it makes, its stock [total
market capitalization] goes up $2 million. The people who own the
company and all sizes of investors make money from the stocks going up.”

Fitts added that banks also make huge money from cash influxes, in
lending it with compounded interest. For example, if someone gets a
$120,000 home mortgage loan at 4.5% interest over 30 years, they actually
end up paying the bank over $218,000 by the end of the loan term. Through
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these types of loans, as well as credit card loans, banks gain huge economic
power.6

According to Fitts, banks and many other companies “launder” money
from drug sales in their company’s income to increase their stock market
value. Laundering means taking the cash from drug dealers and listing it in
their income reports. She said that restaurants and other companies dealing
in cash also launder drug money. These restaurants and banks take money
from the drug dealers and get a percentage of it before giving it back to the
dealers as “clean” money. They easily hide these transactions in their
accounting books. With a plausible 20-times increase in the stock value of
the company that owns the restaurant, it’s easy to return the money to the
drug dealer in other ways that launders it of its source from the illegal drug
trade, and hides it from the Internal Revenue Service.7

Global sources have documented the ever-increasing amount of money
laundered over the last half century. These sources include Antonio Maria
Costas, the head of the United Nations Office of Drugs and Crime.8 The
Washington Post would later report an admission by the CIA’s own
Inspector General that the CIA has trafficked drugs, as will be discussed.9

CIA Targets President John F. Kennedy

ohn F. Kennedy started his presidency with a conservative pledge to
build more missiles in the wake of of his “missile gap” campaign. Later

in his term he promoted more liberal policies including his evolving
position on nuclear arms, in signing the first Limited Test Ban Treaty with
the Soviet Union’s Nikita Khrushchev.10 Of key importance, Kennedy also
called for a pullback of all troops from Vietnam.

Researchers have shown strong proof of JFK’s decision to pull out of
Vietnam. For example, researcher John Judge’s mother worked for the
government department that published the data on future troops assigned
for deployment in Vietnam for the following years. In 1963, her publication
reported zero troops for the coming year, as the pullout was supposed to be
final in 1964. Also, University of Texas Prof. James Galbraith, son of a
Kennedy advisor, stated on a British news show that the historical record
includes official position statements and tapes documenting that Kennedy



and his Secretary of Defense, Robert MacNamara, had made the formal
decision by October of 1963 to pull all troops out of Vietnam by the end of
1965.11

When President Kennedy took office, he fired CIA Director Allen Dulles
and appointed John McCone as CIA Director. Dulles, a former lawyer for
the Rockefellers, had championed the MK-Ultra program and McCone
ended the program. Richard Helms, the CIA’s Deputy Director for Covert
Operations, who was second in command under Dulles, took matters into
his own hands and ran MK-Ultra behind McCone’s and Kennedy’s backs.
But in 1963, CIA inspector general John Earman accidentally stumbled
upon the MK-Ultra project. McCone tried unsuccessfully to defund the
program, but Richard Helms continued it until at least 1973.12 With
Kennedy’s presidency cut short on November 22, 1963, he had little time to
stop the programs of Helms and others still loyal to Allen Dulles and the
Rockefeller-Harriman-Morgan oligarchy.

It seems Helms first tried to get to Kennedy with MK-Ultra doctors. Lee
and Shlain state that Max “Dr. Feelgood” Jacobson, MD, regularly visited
Timothy Leary’s headquarters on William Mellon Hitchcock’s Millbrook
estate, where he worked with known MK-Ultra operatives, such as
psychiatrist Humphrey Osmond. Dr. Jacobson also worked as JFK’s
personal physician. Dr. Jacobson administered “vitamin” injections that left
Kennedy “flushed and excited, leading some to speculate the shots included
methamphetamine and/or cocaine.” Other sources reported that these shots
did in fact include amphetamines. Regular amphetamine injections lead to
severe physiological withdrawal symptoms.13

Besides President Kennedy’s efforts to defund MK-Ultra, the ruling
oligarchy would have also wanted to eliminate him due to his work
targeting key drug-trafficking partners—at least four Mafia kingpins.
President Kennedy and his brother, Attorney General Robert F. Kennedy,
were developing legal cases against New Orleans Mafia boss, Carlos
Marcello, as well as Florida Mafia boss Santos Trafficante Jr., Chicago boss
Sam Giancana, and mobster Johnny Roselli. Professor Alfred McCoy
documented how Trafficante had taken over the work of top New York
mobsters, Meyer Lansky and Charles “Lucky” Luciano, who worked with
US intelligence in heroin trafficking. Professor Peter Dale Scott
documented Marcello’s narcotics smuggling from Latin American countries
with U.S. intelligence support.14



The Boston Globe presented an important 50-year restrospective of JFK
assassination research, stating that those four mobsters had at least been
working with the CIA to assassinate Castro, which Robert F. Kennedy tried
to stop: “recently released RFK files” showed that he “put a stop to what he
considered an insane initiative by the CIA to subcontract out the job to
American gangsters.” Yet “those efforts continued, but with different
mobsters, and out of view of the Attorney General. Other recently released



files also confirm that Marcello, Trafficante, Giancana, and Rosselli were
all involved, at varying levels, in the CIA-Mafia plots to get Castro.”15

New Orleans District Attorney Jim Garrison was made famous in Oliver
Stone’s movie JFK, based on Garrison’s book On the Trail of the Assassins.
In reviewing that book, the New York Times summarized Garrison’s
analysis: “the C.I.A., motivated by disgust with Kennedy’s withholding of
air cover during the Bay of Pigs invasion [of Cuba] and his reported
decision to withdraw troops from Vietnam, executed Kennedy in a coup
d’etat.” The aforementioned Boston Globe article also stated that one week
after JFK’s assassination, Robert Kennedy sent loyalist William Walton to
Moscow to tell Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev of his belief that “domestic
hard-liners, rather than foreign agents, were responsible.” Here RFK was
referring to right-wing oligarchs, the CIA and anti-Castro Mafia.
Government documents included Marcello’s eventual confession to his
involvement.

The Boston Globe said that a 1975 Senate “subcommittee was the first
offical body to openly question the lone-gunman narrative,” calling
Giancana and Rosselli to appear before it. Each was murdered before he
could give testimony. In addition, researchers Ed Haslam and Judith Vary
Baker presented ample evidence that she worked with accused JFK assassin
Lee Harvey Oswald and David Ferrie on a U.S. intelligence project while
Ferrie and Oswald were also working for Marcello’s crime ring.16

President Kennedy continued on his path against the desires of the
oligarchy and his generals’ advice, and many argue that his presidency was
cut short by that opposition. For example, James Douglas’s highly regarded
JFK and the Unspeakable highlights Kennedy’s decision to pull out of
Vietnam as a major reason for his assassination. UC-Berkeley Professor
Peter Dale Scott’s Deep Politics and the Death of JFK specifically posits
that Kennedy’s imminent withdrawal of the U.S. military from Vietnam was
a threat to American-coordinated international drug-trafficking forces, and
the primary reason for his assassination. In Deep Politics, Scott revealed
that organized crime aided the CIA and America’s notorious drug-
trafficking families, who were concerned about losing their huge profits, in
orchestrating Kennedy’s assassination in Dallas.17



M
Malcolm X & MLK Oppose Vietnam War: Assassinated

alcolm X and Martin Luther King Jr. were two of black America’s
most important leaders in the 1960s. Internationally, Malcolm X had

commented that African independence leaders had developed socialist
policies. These leaders formed a group they called the Organization of
African Unity. Malcolm X was the only American allowed in their
meetings.18

Malcolm X had split with the Nation of Islam (NOI) by 1964.19 Malcolm
formed the Organization of Afro-American Unity based in New York to
expand his work for civil rights and social justice to non-religious and non-
black activists who weren’t part of the NOI. Malcolm X maintained his
position of militant self-defense while he began directly collaborating with
Martin Luther King’s group and other civil rights movement leaders.20

Malcolm X had an impact on the American oligarchy and U.S.
intelligence’s use of drugs as political weapons in two ways. First, Malcolm
X helped develop a very effective addiction treatment and peer support
program in the Nation of Islam, which he described in The Autobiography
of Malcolm X.21 Malcolm X did not allow drug use among his group’s
members and he helped influence others against drug use. Secondly,
according to the late Columbia University professor Manning Marable,
Malcolm X was the first prominent African-American leader, and arguably
the first American leader, to oppose the Vietnam War.22 Gunmen
assassinated Malcolm X (then calling himself El-Hajj Malik El-Shabazz) on
February 21, 1965.

An FBI memorandum of March 1968 discussed their long-range goals.
These included the goal to: “Prevent the rise of a ‘messiah’ who could
unify, and electrify, the militant black nationalist movement. Malcolm X
might have been such a messiah. He is the martyr of the movement today.
Martin Luther King, Stokely Carmichael and Elijah Muhammed all aspire
to this position. Elijah Muhammed is less of a threat because of his age.
King could be a very real contender for this position should he abandon his
supposed ‘obedience’ to ‘white liberal doctrines’ (nonviolence).”23 This
and other documents show how Malcolm X had clearly emerged as U.S.
intelligence’s top threat.24

Martin Luther King Jr. won a Nobel Peace Prize in 1964 after close to a
decade of non-violent civil rights organizing, during which he spearheaded



many marches and rallies to end segregation and gain voting rights denied
to many poor blacks in the American South.25 Later, according to CIA
documents and FBI agents, the government’s goal was to destroy the
increasingly radical King, who had grown more complacent about blacks’
riotous responses to injustice, saying, “A riot is the language of the
unheard.” The CIA made MLK their number-one black activist target.26

William Pepper worked as a journalist in Vietnam, an experience that led
to anti-War activism beside King, and the two once tried to start a new
political party together. Almost thirty years later, William Pepper published
a book, Orders to Kill (and later Act of State), about his investigation of
MLK’s assassination, detailing U.S. intelligence documents, government
whistleblowers, and other evidence supporting the suspicion that the
oligarchy had U.S. intelligence assassinate Martin Luther King. By that
time, King’s sons and daughters had grown up to become accomplished
leaders in their own right.27

In his introduction to Orders to Kill’s 1998 edition, MLK’s son, Dexter
Scott King, said U.S. intelligence orchestrated the assassination of his father
in 1968 for several reasons. Their primary motive was to stop MLK’s civil
rights work and anti-Vietnam war organizing. The exhaustive evidence
regarding this motive included the fact that U.S. intelligence orchestrated
MLK’s assassination on the exact one-year anniversary of his first official
speech against the Vietnam War at New York’s Riverside Church on April
4, 1967. They appeared to want to send a message against anti-War
organizing. This magnifies the importance of the war to control the Golden
Triangle opium-cultivating region.28

Pepper and others found government-documented evidence that a dozen
government intelligence agencies coordinated their plotting against King
before his death. Many witnesses and much evidence support how they
worked with police and contracted with the Mafia to aid the fatal shooting
of MLK in Memphis.29 MLK’s widow Coretta Scott King and their children
had William Pepper, who had become an attorney, represent them in a
lawsuit, partly to help publicize Pepper’s findings. The King family filed a
lawsuit against Lloyd Jowers and his government intelligence co-
conspirators in MLK’s assassination. Jowers owned the boarding house
from where the assassin’s shots reportedly came. The suit came to trial in
1999, and the King family won their case in court. The King family placed
the entire trial transcript on the King Center’s website.30
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The Mafia figures U.S. intelligence contracted to aid this assassination
were steeped in drug trafficking. Myron Billet told a U.S. House of
Representatives Subcommittee on Assassinations that in January of 1968 he
witnessed several CIA and FBI agents offer the heads of New York’s top
Mafia families $1 million to aid in the assassination of MLK. The New
York Mafia rejected the offer. Carlos Marcello’s New Orleans crime family
accepted it. Carlos Marcello trafficked vast amounts of morphine and
cocaine into the U.S. His Memphis crime associate Frank Liberto, who
aided more directly in the operation, was also reportedly involved in drug
trafficking.31

CIA Role in Robert F. Kennedy Assassination

oss MacLean, a Canadian psychiatrist who worked at Hollywood
Hospital in Vancouver, collaborated with federal agent and acid

distributor Captain Al Hubbard. Dr. MacLean treated Senator Robert F.
Kennedy’s wife Ethel with LSD-assisted therapy in 1965. Robert Kennedy
had moved to an increasingly leftist political agenda, particularly after his
brother’s assassination. The targeting of his wife for LSD therapy by the
Canadian MK-Ultra psychiatrist parallels the targeting of Jewish leftist
Canadian politician David Orlikov’s wife, Val, by MK-Ultra psychiatrist
Ewen Cameron. Unlike Ethel Kennedy, Val Orlikov’s situation received
long-term “treatment” that included high-dose shock treatment causing
severe long-term damage to her mind.32

Robert Kennedy apparently saw some good in his wife’s treatment.
Given subsequent evidence of how MK-Ultra likely helped orchestrate
RFK’s assassination, it is ironic that RFK first defended LSD. Kennedy
interrogated government psychiatrists and stated, “Perhaps we have lost
sight of the fact that [LSD] can be very, very helpful in our society if used
properly.”33 CIA representatives hid from Kennedy their research results on
thousands of soldiers at Edgewood Arsenal from 1955-1975, showing that
LSD had caused lasting damage in many of their research subjects.34

By 1968, U.S. intelligence considered Robert Kennedy a serious risk to
the interests of the ruling oligarchy who wanted to win the Vietnam War
and gain control over the opium-producing poppy fields. As early as



February of 1966, then-Senator Kennedy publicly broke with the
administration of President Lyndon Johnson in calling for settlement of the
Vietnam War. By 1968, especially after the Tet Offensive of the North
Vietnamese, many said that RFK stood fully against the Vietnam War.35

Martin Luther King family attorney William Pepper said Robert Kennedy
also made overtures to staunchly antiwar MLK to become his Vice-
Presidential candidate if RFK won in the primaries.36

Bullets took the life of Robert F. Kennedy on June 6, 1968. By the end of
March of that year, the sitting president, Democrat Lyndon Johnson, had
announced he would not run for re-election. On the night of June 6, RFK
had just won the California presidential primary, the country’s largest, and
most expected him to go on to win the presidency. After giving a victory
speech to a large crowd in a California hotel, RFK was led out through a
kitchen pantry, where he was assassinated. The Los Angeles Police
Department investigative report on the RFK assassination stated Sirhan
Sirhan, alone, fired eight shots in that pantry and killed the presidential
candidate, before being wrestled to the ground by Kennedy’s security.

A mass of evidence contradicts this. Los Angeles coroner Thomas
Noguchi administered the autopsy. Understanding the gravity of the case,
he invited national expert coroners to oversee his work. Noguchi declared
that all three of the bullets striking Kennedy entered from the rear, in a
flight path from down to up and right to left. Powder burns around the entry
wound indicated the fatal bullet was fired from less than one inch from the
head and no more than two to three inches behind the right ear. A
photograph showed Noguchi at a press conference shaping his hand into a
gun within an inch of his head to show from where the assassin must have
shot.37

Many witnessed RFK’s assassination. These witnesses claimed Sirhan
Sirhan, who was eventually convicted of the assassination, stood in front of
Kennedy firing his gun, but never got closer than two feet from RFK.38

Also, the Los Angeles Police Department’s Rampart Division had
multiple photographs of the shooting they hid from public view and
eventually “lost.”39 William Harper, a criminologist with 35 years of
experience that included U.S. intelligence work, was brought in to examine
the evidence by Sirhan’s defense attorneys. Harper testified in court and
wrote a long affidavit supporting the coroner Noguchi and other witnesses’
accounts that someone else fired a gun from behind RFK and within an inch



of him. Harper also found that the bullets fired did not match Sirhan’s gun
and, in fact, had come from two different guns.40 LAPD radio logs,
eyewitnesses and media groups reported sightings of fleeing suspects other
than Sirhan Sirhan, who was held at the scene.41

One pair of researchers who investigated RFK’s assassination, William
Turner and Jonn Christian, had strong journalistic credentials along with
military and intelligence experience. Turner worked for ten years as an FBI
agent before writing for high-circulation magazines. He also published two
books on the FBI. Christian had served as a Navy airman and then worked
as a broadcast newsman for ABC until 1966. Their book, The Assassination
of Robert F. Kennedy: The Conspiracy and Coverup, was the first to state
that the CIA assassinated RFK. Turner and Christian claimed U.S.
intelligence used hypnosis and drugs to produce the mental state that led
Sirhan Sirhan to fire a gun at Robert Kennedy.42

The CIA history of research that started as Operation Artichoke and
developed into Operation MK-Ultra found success with hypnosis and drugs
in the early 1950s. CIA documents dated 11/26/51 and 6/8/54 support this.
The documents noted that the CIA scientists used heavy “amounts of
scopolamine.” Former Carter White House staffer-turned-journalist, H.P.
Albarelli Jr., reported on two ultra-secret CIA behavior modification and
hypnosis programs initially called ZR/ALERT and ZR/AWAKE, “creating
hypnotically-controlled operatives to carry out Agency-directed tasks.”43

Two more researchers agreeing with Turner and Christian’s findings
included Probe magazine editors James DiEugenio and Lisa Pease, who
perused thousands of government documents from the RFK assassination
records released.44 These documents and interviews informed their
conclusion that Sirhan Sirhan was a hypnotized patsy. Official agencys have
ignored these findings.

DiEugenio and Pease also cited top eyewitness, CBS News employee
Donald Schulman, who told radio reporter Jeff Brant that after Sirhan
started firing, “a Caucasian gentleman stepped out and fired three times; the
security guard hit Kennedy all three times.” His and similar statements were
confirmed in a related 1975 court hearing. The guard standing in that
position just to the right and behind RFK was Thane Eugene Cesar. Cesar
admitted pulling a gun out. The LAPD never tested his gun to see if it was
fired. Cesar worked for Ace Guard Services. It’s telling that LAPD
criminalist DeWayne Wolfer, who may have helped cover up evidence



concerning RFK’s assassination, became president of Ace some years
later.45

Another researcher, Shane O’Sullivan, originally produced the 2007
documentary RFK MustDie: The Assassination of Bobby Kennedy for BBC
Newsnight. RFK Must Die presented evidence in agreement with the main
points of these other researchers. The O’Sullivan documentary showed an
interview with world-renowned hypnosis expert Dr. Herbert Speigel of
Columbia University Medical School. Dr. Spiegel testified in court that
Sirhan Sirhan was among the 5-10% of people found to be highly
hypnotizable.46

Martin Luther King family attorney William Pepper eventually took on
the Sirhan case and hired a Harvard Medical School psychiatrist, hypnosis
expert Daniel Brown, to spend sixty hours interviewing Sirhan. The
Associated Press said Professor Brown found Sirhan remembered being led
by an attractive woman in a polka dot dress who pinched him. Pepper’s
court filings state someone placed Sirhan under hypnosis with the aid of
drugs, so that the pinch caused him to realize he had a gun and to start firing
it, thinking he was at a shooting range. Only under hypnosis did Sirhan
remember seeing another gun fire shots and other details of what happened
at RFK’s assassination.47

Turner and Christian cited the FBI summary report that included
interviews of seven witnesses who claim seeing the woman in the polka dot
dress flee the scene, along with a man believed to be another
shooter.Eyewitnesses Sandy Serrano and a couple identified as “the
Bernsteins” gave interviews to police officer Sergeant Paul Sharaga stating
that the woman in the polka dot dress exclaimed, “We shot him—we shot
him!” Serrano asked, “Who did you shoot?” The woman replied, “Senator
Kennedy.” This bizarre pronouncement suggests that the fleeing woman
was also under hypnosis. Furthermore, the multiple shooters would explain
why six people were shot at the scene of Kennedy’s assassination.48

And finally, a British Broadcast Corporation televised news report linked
with Shane O’Sullivan’s work presented several former CIA associates
identifying three senior CIA agents at the Los Angeles hotel where RFK
was assassinated. The BBC said these operatives had no authority inside the
U.S.; they were supposed to be in Vietnam at the time. But one of these
CIA operatives, David Morales, admitted to friends: “I was in Dallas when



we got the son of a bitch, and I was in Los Angeles when we got the little
bastard.”49
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Chapter Eight

CIA Acid Fests Counter Protests

Reflecting upon the Sixties, a surprising number of counterculture veterans endorsed the notion that
the CIA disseminated street acid en masse so as to deflate the political potency of the youth rebellion.

– Martin Lee and Bruce Shlain, Acid Dreams: The Complete Social History of LSD: The CIA, the
Sixties, and Beyond. 1

top CIA-connected think tank, the Rand Corporation, headquartered
in Santa Monica, California, “played a crucial role in designing

strategies for counter-revolution and pacification” both in Vietnam and
against anti-War Americans. A 1962 Rand report revealed that LSD could
lead those in left-wing organizations to “resign or become inactive.”2

Evidence shows that the CIA’s MK-Ultra operations first dosed various
leaders in politics and the arts, then had their media assets spotlight these
leaders in a sophisticated way to make them well-known counterculture
figures. They often coupled them with undercover agents in propaganda
campaigns to promote LSD to leftists.

In February of 1965, President Lyndon Johnson initiated Operation
Flaming Dart, a major expansion of U.S. involvement in the Vietnam War.
It included the bombing of North Vietnam as well as the first use of U.S.
ground troops to fight the Viet Cong in South Vietnam.3 The Students for a
Democratic Society (SDS) at the University of Michigan held the first anti-
War teach-in, and other SDS chapters began to follow suit.

In October of 1965, UC-Berkeley students, led by Free Speech veteran
organizers including Jerry Rubin and Mike Rossman, held one of the
nation’s largest events—an all day teach-in to protest the Vietnam War.
Throughout the next fourteen months, Berkeley activists recruited more and
more anti-War protesters for rallies and campus strikes.4

Berkeley students inspired other student actions nationwide. Many
students joined SDS. By October of 1965, SDS had grown into a massive
organization of leftest students with 10,000 members and chapters in 89
schools. By the end of that school year it added 5,000 more members and
nearly doubled its chapters to 172 schools.5



O

The psychological handling of writer Ken Kesey to lead youth to acid
went astray when Kesey urged people to “graduate” from LSD. By the end
of 1966, Kesey, seen as the figurehead of the Acid Tests, moved from
California and the UC Berkeley area to Oregon. Ken Babbs and other
Pranksters moved with Kesey. They eventually changed Kesey’s mind
about stopping acid and urging others to stop using it. They also would
promote acid in their Day-Glo bus at events such as Woodstock.6

While some of the Pranksters moved with him, a few key people
involved in the Acid Tests stayed in the San Francisco Bay Area. These
included top LSD trafficker Owsley Stanley and chemist Tim Scully. Within
a year, these two and their cohorts had vastly expanded the size of the Acid
Tests. While Owsley had manufactured a lot of acid before the mid-1960s,
with Scully he set up a larger LSD laboratory in Richmond, California in
the spring of 1966. Top MK-Ultra scientists attended Owsley’s Acid Test
parties. Also, former Grateful Dead manager/advisor Hank Harrison said
Owsley and Scully worked with William Mellon Hitchcock by 1965. This
and other evidence suggests that Owsley was working undercover for the
CIA in helping set up the Acid Tests as LSD promotion events for MK-
Ultra in a way that would make LSD production appear as a “grassroots
phenomenon.”7

Media Aids Suspected Agents Organizing Acid Fests

wsley had a network of acid dealers who helped expand San
Francisco’s LSD scene. Allan Cohen dealt acid for Owsley, “turned

on” brothers Ron and Jay Thelin to acid, and then worked with them when
they started The Psychedelic Shop. Cohen also became an editor of the
Psychedelic Rangers newspaper, The Oracle.8

Similar to Owsley’s setting up Acid Tests with top CIA MK-Ultra
scientists in attendance, John Cooke, a man with multiple links to U.S.
intelligence, started the Psychedelic Rangers. Cooke had a close
relationship with his sister and brother-in-law, Alice and Roger Kent, the
latter a major figure in the California Democratic Party. Cooke also
regularly partied with Roger’s brother, Sherman Kent. Researchers Lee and
Shlain said Sherman Kent headed the “CIA’s National Board of Estimates
(a powerful position), and served as CIA director Allen Dulles’s right-hand



man during the Cold War.” Cooke also “made the acquaintance of a number
of CIA operatives while traveling in Europe.”9

Cooke’s governmental connections were legion. During the ’60s, Cooke
worked out of Mexico where he met with researcher Andrija Puharich, who
ran “parapsychology and drug experiments for the U.S. military in the late
1950s, and Seymoure Lazare, a wealthy business associate of William
Mellon Hitchcock.” Cooke’s funding sources were unknown, but they were
lavish, affording him the ability to send off six of his Psychedelic Rangers
to “various psychedelic hotspots in North America and Europe.”10

The Psychedelic Rangers carried out MK-Ultra-type operations,
following Cooke’s directions to damage leftists with LSD. Lee and Shlain
described how, “Following Cooke’s master plan, the Psychedelic Rangers
targeted selected individuals for high-dose LSD initiations.” One
Psychedelic Ranger, Michael Bowen, claimed “he furnished acid to a
number of well-known figures, including comedian Dick Gregory.”
Gregory was the nation’s most popular black comedian and an ardent civil
rights activist. Other intelligence agents convinced top jazz musician
Charles Mingus to try acid.11

In 1966, Cooke sent Michael Bowen to settle in Haight-Ashbury, and the
two maintained constant communication. Bowen helped start a psychedelic



newspaper, The Oracle, in San Francisco around the time of the Berkeley
activism. Bowen had Oracle organizers at his house where they set up Acid
Test type events—a Love Pageant Rally in 1966 and then, the first Human
Be-In. They dubbed it a “Pow Wow, Gathering of Tribes.” Michael Bowen
and The Oracle reportedly held the Human Be-In in January of 1967 in
order to “psychedelicize” the radical political left. If William S. Burroughs
and a number of research articles are correct, they sought to do the CIA’s
bidding in making the radical left less competent.12

With Kesey and his Pranksters gone, The Oracle staff members and
others, such as members of the Grateful Dead, took over the organizing of
these massively expanded Acid Tests. Timothy Leary preached his acid-
worshipping philosophy, while Michael Bowen and his Oracle organizers
invited key leftist leaders, including Berkeley Vietnam Day organizer Jerry
Rubin, comedian Dick Gregory, and socialist Beat poet Allen Ginsberg for
the Human Be-In.13

Cooke and Bowen followed the lead of Captain Al Hubbard and Michael
Hollingshead. They pretended to turn people on to acid to make the world
better. But details of their operations show they were most likely
undercover agents following the MK-Ultra game plan of damaging leftists’
minds.

As Lee and Shlain described, Michael Bowen and his organizers
followed “Cooke’s master plan.” The Psychedelic Rangers “gave people
2,000 to 3,000 micrograms (more than ten times the usual dose) during a
single session in an effort to bring about a rapid and permanent
transformation of psychological disposition.” In other words, they
overdosed them to damage them and make them easier to manipulate, as the
U.S. Congressional House Select Committee said was MK-Ultra’s goal with
foreign leaders.14

The Oracle LSD promoters quoted Timothy Leary. By the mid-1960s, as
student activism increased nationwide, Leary traveled the country urging
young folks to “turn on, tune in, and drop out.” Here Leary meant dropping
out of society, including dropping activism. Oracle editor Ron Thelin
repeated Leary in summarizing the paper’s editorial slant. He said it was “to
show that LSD provides a profound experience.… To get everyone to turn
on, tune in, and drop out.”15



With undercover agents throughout the San Francisco Bay area and other
cities, U.S. intelligence could heighten their LSD promotion propaganda
operations in another important way. Journalists John Stauber and Sheldon
Rampton wrote a book about the public relations industry that reported how
major public relations firms created “astroturf,” manufacturing fake
grassroots groups and propaganda to make their messages appear to come
from passionate individuals, rather than huge wealthy institutions. The
whole LSD and other drug movement, from Owsley and Bowen in San
Francisco, to suspected agents in the East Village neighborhood of New
York City, and even the Psychedelic Rangers’ European “psychedelic
hotspots,” appeared to be part of this astroturf network.16

The Human Be-In organizers continually tried to appear grassroots, even
using low-tech, homemade posters, while attaining mass media coverage.
But their true aim was to help drug people both nationwide and globally.17



The organizers had Hell’s Angels bikers working security at the Be-In—
the same Hell’s Angels who fought against activists marching in protest of
the Vietnam War. Biker gangs’ history shows a large percentage of
membership is ex-military. Hell’s Angels also did contract work for U.S.
intelligence.18

The Human Be-In was held on Polo Field at Golden Gate Park on
January 14, 1967. Timothy Leary sat on the stage, dressed from head to toe
in white, with his hands together as if in a prayer. His constant presence was
a reminder to eat acid as part of the spiritual communal ritual. The Grateful
Dead and other San Francisco rock bands played music at the Be-In and
increased the bandwagon effect to encourage “tripping.”19



B

Descriptions of the event reported that only Jerry Rubin and Allan
Ginsberg talked about protesting the Vietnam War, and they were largely
ignored. The Human Be-In created an overriding theme around the false
myth of “expanding consciousness.” Leary and others pushed the myth that
eating acid had this desirable effect. A high percentage of the crowd of over
25,000 men, women and children were initiated into taking LSD at that
event, including activists drawn in by anti-War speakers like Rubin.20

Timothy Leary continued his refrain after the event. In a press
conference with philosopher Allan Watts and writers Allan Ginsberg and
Gary Snyder, Leary presented himself as a perfect spokesman for those
trying to suppress anti-War activists. Leary said, “The choice is between
being rebellious and being religious. Don’t vote. Don’t politic. Don’t
petition. You can’t do anything about America politically.” He criticized
student activists as “young men with menopausal minds,” if they didn’t
focus primarily on “expanding their consciousness” with psychedelics.21

After this Be-In, organizers held similar events in Chicago, New York
and other locations. While actual numbers are hard to determine, attendees
remember a hundred Be-Ins held across the country. SDS had mobilized
student activists around the Berkeley-inspired anti-Vietnam War protests on
numerous college campuses. In seeming reaction, U.S. intelligence-linked
LSD promoters used vast resources to duplicate their acid promotion at Be-
Ins and other huge events nationwide.22

CIA Creates San Francisco Acid Wasteland

y 1966, the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC)
had cast out whites and took on the new name, Student National

Coordinating Committee. By October of 1966, Huey Newton and Bobby
Seale started the Black Panther Party for Self Defense in Oakland. In the
spring of 1967, Martin Luther King Jr. broke with other traditional black
leaders in announcing his opposition to the Vietnam War. At the same time,
young people began to move politically more to the radical left. In the black
community many were radicalized by Malcolm X’s death. 23

Race riots broke out nationwide, especially in the northern black
communities, as a response to the killings of civil rights leaders and



bombing of black churches in the South. As previously mentioned, King
refused to criticize these racial eruptions, saying, “Riots are the language of
the unheard.”24

White youths ejected from SNCC went elsewhere. New York University
sociologist Todd Gitlin, who had led the national SDS earlier, said some
activists turned to marijuana and then acid as it began to pervade the
southern communities in which they were organizing.25

During 1966 SDS grew exponentially, and by June of 1967 had an
estimated 30,000 members.26 An anti-War demonstration in Washington
DC that year attracted about 70,000 people, while student teach-ins and
anti-War protests erupted at schools from Berkeley to Harvard.

CIA think tanks, like the Rand Corporation in California and the Hudson
Institute in New York, developed a number of plans for popularizing their
chemical agent against the anti-War uprising. U.S. intelligence used its
expanding media assets to help draw many to the San Francisco Bay area.
FAIR cofounder Martin Lee said, “In 1967, when the grassroots acid scene
was floodlit by the mass media … young people started turning on in
greater numbers than ever before … the media catalyzed the widespread use
of LSD.”27 Undercover MK-Ultra agents merely awaited the arrival of their
test subjects.

Lee and Shlain interviewed a former CIA contract employee who said,
“(CIA) personnel helped underground chemists set up LSD laboratories in
the Bay Area during the Summer of Love to ‘monitor’ events in the acid
ghetto.” Writers asked why the CIA would do this. They wouldn’t be trying
to enforce the law, since police already had many undercover narcotics
agents in the Haight.28

Lee and Shlain responded, “A CIA agent who claims to have infiltrated
the covert LSD network provided a clue when he referred to Haight-
Ashbury as a ‘human guinea pig farm.’” Supporting this description, CIA
MK-Ultra scientist Dr. Louis Joylon West rented a place in the heart of
Haight-Ashbury for “monitoring” purposes.29

In a very long footnote, Lee and Shlain described other interesting
aspects of Dr. West. West had examined Jack Ruby, the murderer of
President Kennedy’s purported assassin, Lee Harvey Oswald. West
determined Ruby was “insane” because Ruby didn’t agree with West’s
quick diagnosis of insanity. Dr. West also started a center for violence
reduction. It made news when West proposed that very young black males



receive psychosurgery and chemical castration as “pre-delinquent” children.
West clearly had the same bigoted mentality as his superiors who started
genocidal eugenics in the same offices later occupied by MK-Ultra
scientists.30

Congregations of politically-left white activists organized with black,
Latino and other ethnic activists in urban areas nationwide. The multiracial
Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) had 53 chapters, mostly in large cities,
and then became part of the anti-War movement, especially after King made
his famous anti-War speech in April of 1967.31 The number of CIA
undercover agents and MK-Ultra scientists in San Francisco, a center for
activism, illustrates the way in which U.S. intelligence appeared to create
psychedelic wastelands of burnt minds among idealistic young adults.

During the summer of 1967, mainstream media provided a “Summer of
Love” blitz. Time magazine had a cover story on “The Hippies: Philosophy
of a Subculture.” It should be remembered that Time Inc.’s Vice-President,
C.D. Jackson, rotated in and out of his government position as head of
Psychological Warfare.32

The Summer of Love media blitz also included a very popular song,
“San Francisco (Be Sure to Wear Flowers in Your Hair)” by John Phillips of
The Mamas and The Papas. Scott McKenzie’s recording of the song entered
the Billboard magazine music charts in May and reached Number 4 on the
charts by the end of the summer.33 Phillips reportedly wrote the song to
help bring people to what had been called the first of many widely
promoted and heavily attended multiple-band rock music events: the
Monterey Pop Music Festival. Between 55 and 90 thousand people came to
listen and party at the three-day event.34

Along with the music fest, the constant national media coverage of the
Haight-Ashbury neighborhood led huge masses of people to visit that small
section of San Francisco in the summer of 1967.35 It’s unknown how many
who went there were initiated into LSD use.

Owsley Stanley became the largest acid dealer in the country by that
summer. Estimates of his acid sales started at about several hundred
thousand hits a year, and grew through the 1960s.36 Owsley reportedly
started the first amphetamine (speed) laboratory in the Bay area.37 Reports
also stated he had dealers distributing both drugs from Haight-Ashbury to
Berkeley.38



At that time, Owsley and U.S. intelligence were coming out with more
than just acid and speed. Dow Chemical made new drugs for the U.S. Army
Chemical Corps that worked hand-in-hand with CIA MK-Ultra scientists.
In 1964 Dow developed STP, a hallucinogenic, as a possible incapacitating
agent for use by the U.S. Army Chemical Corps. The CIA used it for
behavior modification experiments. STP, referred to as “Serenity,
Tranquility, Peace,” was quite the opposite. People described using STP as
akin to “being shot out of a gun” for an intense three-day “trip.” Owsley
started manufacturing STP, and “shortly thereafter the drug was in the
hippie districts of San Francisco and New York.”39

At the onset of the Summer of Love, someone organized a solstice
celebration. Five thousand tablets of STP were given out at that event.
Many tripped for three straight days from the superhallucinogen, and San
Francisco emergency units were filled with people afraid they would never
come down. Doctors thought their patients were suffering from extended
LSD trips and gave them Thorazine, but that drug potentiated the effects of
the STP.40

Another drug that dealers began to sell in San Francisco was PCP
(“Angel Dust”). MK-Ultra psychiatrists had been testing PCP on
psychiatric patients, and the CIA stockpiled it as a “nonlethal incapacitant.”
Some chemists also started adding speed and strychnine (a poison) to LSD
at this time.41

In “San Francisco,” Scott McKenzie had sung, “If you’re going to San
Francisco, you’re going to meet some gentle people there.”42 A quickly
reporting grassroots news group, the Communications Company, gave a
different account of what the drug ethos had led to:

Pretty little 16-year-old-middle-class chick comes to the Haight to see what it’s all about & gets
picked up by a 17 year-old street dealer who spends all day shooting her full of speed again and
again, then feeds her 3000 mikes [of LSD] & raffles off her temporarily unemployed body for
the biggest Haight Street gang bang since the night before last.43

Lee and Shlain described how a similar culture was cultivated in New
York City. A leading nuclear strategist, Herman Kahn, walked through Saint
Mark’s Place in the East Village neighborhood of New York. He worked for
the Hudson Institute that specialized in classified research on national
security issues and also did MK-Ultra work. He observed the dropped-out
flower children whose brains and bodies were damaged by the CIA-
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initiated psychedelics, stimulants and depressants. Kahn apparently
marveled over his aid in MK-Ultra’s success.

A fellow Hudson Institute consultant who once lectured on LSD
described Kahn’s motivations, saying, “He was primarily interested in
social control.” Kahn made a prediction about what his and the other CIA-
tied think tanks tried to engender. He wrote that by the year 2000, this acid
subculture would lead to an alternative “dropped-out” country within the
United States.44

At the end of 1967, some well-meaning federal agents not linked with
MK-Ultra arrested Owsley at his tabbing factory.45 Owsley had a large
stash of LSD and STP with a street market value of $10 million. Despite
this vast amount of drugs, reports note that Owsley was quickly released
from jail. Owsley continued his work as he fought his trafficking charge in
court. Owsley only ended up serving jail time when he was arrested again
in New Orleans after a concert as part of a nineteen-member crew working
with the Grateful Dead.46

Owsley eventually got a $3,000 fine and a three-year prison sentence.
This appeared to be part of a show to make him appear anti-establishment.
Owsley served only two years in a federal prison.47 By then, U.S.
intelligence already had a much larger LSD trafficker running operations
worldwide: Ronald Hadley Stark.48

MK-Ultra LA? Suspected Agent Rock Scene Births Hippies

apa John” Phillips comes into question regarding his song
beckoning youth to San Francisco for the first outdoor multi-band

rock concert, the Monterey Pop Music Festival. The Festival featured early,
pre-stardom performances by Jimi Hendrix, Janis Joplin, and The Who,
along with performances by the Byrds, the Grateful Dead, Otis Redding,
Frank Zappa and The Mamas and The Papas, which Phillips led. Phillips
cofounded the Monterey Pop Fest, which drew the largest crowds ever to
the spy- and drug-infested San Francisco area of Haight-Ashbury. As it
turned out, Phillips had a military intelligence background himself, and
hailed from a Los Angeles neighborhood that at least rivaled, if not



surpassed, the Haight-Ashbury scene regarding spies, drugs and suspicious
musicians.

In his book, Weird Scenes Inside the Canyon: Laurel Canyon, Covert
Ops & the Dark Heart of the Hippie Dream, David McGowan details a
fascinating account of how John Phillips appeared to work for U.S.
intelligence. McGowan compiled the histories of several dozen rock stars
who lived in the Laurel Canyon neighborhood of Los Angeles—an
astounding aspect of one neighborhood in and of itself. McGowan reported
that virtually all of these musicians and many of their partners or associates
hailed from military intelligence families. These military intelligence-linked
musicians and associates, many of whom also came from extreme wealth,
included: Phillips (Mamas and Papas), Frank Zappa, David Crosby (Byrds;
Crosby, Stills and Nash), Stephen Stills (Buffalo Springfield; Crosby, Stills
and Nash), Jim Morrison (Doors), Mike Nesmith (Monkees), Corey Wells
(Three Dog Night), Graham Parsons (Byrds, Flying Burrito Brothers) and
Dewey Bunnell (America).49

McGowan detailed how John Phillips could be considered one of several
leaders of the Laurel Canyon scene (with Frank Zappa and David Crosby).
John’s father, Claude Phillips, was a Marine Corps officer and engineer who
worked out of Quantico Marine Corps Base. Claude Phillips was also
commissioned to Haiti for years, and then Nicaragua, before returning to
Alexandria, Virginia, within an hour’s drive of Quantico. John Phillips
attended the Annapolis-based Naval Academy before, reportedly, dropping
out and then finding himself working with a retired Naval officer and four
retired Army generals on a charter boat.50

John Phillips also married Susan Adams, a descendant of President John
Adams, before John ended up in Havana, Cuba in 1958, at the time of
Castro’s revolution against the U.S-supported dictator, Fulgencio Batista.
Phillips said he appeared on a live Havana variety television show at the
time. Phillips dabbled in music while also spending two weeks in
Jacksonville, Florida, the location of the Naval Air Station and Naval
Station Mayport, at the coincidental time of the Cuban Missile Crisis.51

Two months after the Cuban Missile Crisis, Phillips left his wife, with
whom he had a 5-year-old child, to marry an 18-year-old Michelle Gilliam.
Gilliam’s stepmother and mentor, Tamar Hodel, had previously been made
pregnant by her father, Dr. George Hodel. The government had charged Dr.
Hodel with “offering his young daughter to influential friends at an orgy.”



By all accounts, Michelle Gilliam Phillips appeared to be groomed for a
bizarre, hypersexual lifestyle with her new 27-year-old husband, who
started courting her when she was 16. Over the next few years, Michelle
Phillips reportedly had sex with many in the Laurel Canyon scene during
their marriage. John’s eldest daughter, actress McKenzie Phillips (One Day
at a Time), accused her father of raping her on her wedding night, the outset
of a ten-year sexual “relationship” with her father.52

John and Michelle Phillips joined with “Mama Cass” Elliot and Denny
Doherty to form The Mamas and The Papas. John Phillips claimed that they
spent their first formative weeks as a band on a drug-fueled Caribbean
adventure in St. Johns, where they “snorkeled on acid” for several weeks in
early 1963. They then went to St. Thomas and sang for “drunken Marines
and sailors on their way home from Vietnam.” They came back to settle in
the Laurel Canyon area of Los Angeles, where John and Michelle were
soon able to afford to buy a mansion. The Mamas and The Papas first
album came out in late 1965 and rose to the top of the music sales charts
fast. The group would end up selling nearly 100 million albums.53

Starting in the mid-1960s, John and Michelle Phillips, Cass Elliot, Frank
Zappa and David Crosby were some of the musicians who held huge drug
and sex-filled parties in their Laurel Canyon mansions. These parties drew
music stars such as the Beach Boys and other Laurel Canyon bands
mentioned above, along with many bands outside Laurel Canyon. It further
attracted many Hollywood celebrities that also drew visitors, such as
Warren Beatty, Peter and Jane Fonda, Jack Nicholson, Candice Bergen,
Marlon Brando, Roman Polanski, Sharon Tate, Abigail Folger, Dennis
Hopper, Larry Hagman and, oddly enough, the murderous cult leader
Charles Manson. These parties introduced many to LSD, cocaine, heroin
and other drugs.54

McGowan detailed how an older artist, Vito Paulekas, worked with the
musician leaders in appearing to birth the style and culture that evolved into
the “hippie scene.” Paulekas, born in 1913, presented himself as a
“beatnick” clay sculptor and dancer. He had attempted armed robbery in his
younger years, receiving a 25-year prison sentence before being released to
serve in a branch of the U.S. Navy during World War II. Paulekas was also
a first cousin of Winthrop Rockefeller’s wife, Bobo. Winthrop’s father, John
Rockefeller, had funded eugenics and MK-Ultra projects. Arkansas elected
Winthrop as their first Republican Governor since post-Civil War



Reconstruction. Paulekas married and fathered two kids in the 1950s,
before divorcing and, at the age of 48 in 1961, marrying an 18-year-old girl
named Susan Shaffer.55

Susan changed her name to Szou and opened a clothing boutique on the
ground floor of a three level building at the mouth of Laurel Canyon “which
has been credited by some scenesters with being the very first to introduce
hippie fashions.” Upstairs, Vito Paulekas raised their first of several
children. On the bottom floor, Vito gave clay-modeling lessons, which
included nude models, to Beverly Hills patrons and Hollywood actors. Vito
also held dance classes there.56

In 1963, Vito Paulekas took on a 29-year-old sidekick named Carl
Franzoni who, as the nephew of an important Italian Cardinal, came from
one of the wealthy elite families of Italy that would support fascist leader
Benito Mussolini for two decades. Paulekas and Franzoni gathered a group
of 35 young dancers, some men but mostly women, who were called
“Vito’s Freaks.” The identities of most of these young dancers remain
elusive, but Pamela Des Barres wrote an infamous memoir, I’m With the
Band, reporting how as a teenager she and other Vito dancers showed up at
many of these Laurel Canyon bands’ shows. Writer Dave McGowan noted
that a young Chicago vice cop named Elmer Valentine opened the first
Sunset Strip Whiskey-a-Go-Go nightclub in 1964, and then several others
on the Sunset Strip soon after. Des Barres said these clubs always let their
dance troupe in for free. They gave the bands an instant crowd and
popularity, as people came to see the beautiful young people dancing in the
audience.57

Vito Paulekas and Carl Franzoni reportedly collected some of their
dancers in their communal home by what author Barry Miles described as
operating, “the first crash pad in LA, an open house to countless runaways
where everyone was welcome for a night, particularly young women.” By
the mid-1960s, Vito, his wife Szou, and Carl moved their communal home
to a vast mansion and estate called The Log Cabin. They shared the rent in
that location with the staff of the previously mentioned psychedelic
newspaper The Oracle, started by the U.S. intelligence-linked “Psychedelic
Rangers.” A one-hit wonder band, the Fraternity of Man, also lived there,
while regular visitors included Timothy Leary and musician Ravi Shankar.
Frank Zappa moved into the mansion in 1968.58



More insidiously, these dancers, many still in their teens like Pamela Des
Barres, participated in the drug-filled sex parties at the musicians’ Laurel
Canyon mansions. They helped introduce countless celebrities and
musicians to acid. Des Barres observed that Vito Paulekas and Frank Zappa
“never got high. They were both ringmasters who always wanted to be in
control.”59 Record producer Kim Fowley and others described the beauty of
Vito’s dancers: “Vito was in his fifties, but he had four-way sex with
goddesses.” Besides Des Barres, McGowan described dancer Rory Flynn as
“Canyonite Errol Flynn’s statuesque daughter.”60

Errol Flynn was likely lured to the area to live closer to work. But Los
Angeles’s Laurel Canyon neighborhood housed a large number of people
working for U.S. intelligence, since the U.S. Air Force had run its Lookout
Mountain Laboratory film studio there since 1947. Flynn and other film
luminaries, such as John Ford, Jimmy Stewart, Howard Hawks, Ronald
Reagan, Bing Crosby, Walt Disney, Hedda Hopper and Marilyn Monroe,
signed secrecy agreements while working at that studio. Lookout Mountain
“produced some 19,000 classified” movies at its Laurel Canyon location
until at least 1969.61

McGowan noted that Frank Zappa’s father, Francisco, started his work
as a chemist assigned to MK-Ultra facility Edgewood Arsenal. The elder
Zappa spent the rest of his life employed by the U.S. military intelligence
establishment. Younger Frank went to the Arsenal Complex’s Edgewood
School, and his family’s elite connections included his mother having
famed composer Edgard Varese call him for his 15th birthday. McGowan
reported that Frank Zappa was only twenty-two years old when he
partnered with a Marine electronics expert making guided missiles to open
a first-class recording studio. It had a custom-built five-track tape recorder
when most independent recording studios featured just mono or, at best,
two-track recording. By 1963, Zappa played a bicycle as a musical
instrument on the nationally televised Steve Allen Show. An international
arms dealer named Herb Cohen, who had been in the Congo at the time of
the CIA-orchestrated coup against Patrice Lumumba, then became Zappa’s
manager. Cohen later managed Linda Ronstadt, the band Alice Cooper and
Tim Buckley.62

Regarding Vito Paulekas, writer Carl Gottlieb described how, “Vito and
his Freakers were an acid-drenched extended family of brain-damaged
cohabitants.” In his book Hippie, Barry Miles wrote, “Vito, his wife Szou,



Captain Fuck [Carl Franzoni] and their group of about thirty-five dancers
… [called] themselves Freaks, they lived a semi-communal life and
engaged in sex orgies and free-form dancing whenever they could … Vito
and his Freakers were the first hippies in Hollywood … perhaps the first
hippies anywhere.” Nationally released films and other media popularized
Vito, Carl and the Freakers, including Mondo Bizarro (1966), Something’s
Happening (aka The Hippie Revolt) released in 1967, and You Are What You
Eat, featuring David Crosby, Frank Zappa and Tiny Tim (1968). Carl
Franzoni later turned up working on The Gong Show, produced by Chuck
Barris, who wrote a memoir purporting to have worked as a CIA assassin
while chaperoning couples who won trips on another of his shows, The
Dating Game.63

Others also appeared to step in the position of spreading the “hippie”
culture nationwide. For example, Stephen Gaskin taught at San Francisco
State University, giving courses on subjects such as “witchcraft,” until his
job ended in 1967. Gaskin then began lecturing on his own, with as many as
1,500 “pure hippies” reportedly showing up for his weekly talks from 1967
to late 1970 or early 1971 (sources differ).

In February 1971, Gaskin traveled with several hundred people in 25
“colorfully painted buses,” along with 35-50 vans and campers, to churches
in 42 states for four months. But as with Vito Paulekas’s 35-member dance
troupe, who were able to afford years of communal work with no
discernable jobs, how did 300 acid-taking people support themselves
traveling nationwide for four straight months? Who could afford twenty-
five buses to paint?

Several factors suggest that the prime suspect with the deepest pockets,
U.S. intelligence, helped orchestrate this “acid-taking hippie culture”
promotional tour. Similar to the Laurel Canyon musicians, Stephen Gaskin
had volunteered for the Korean War and spent three years in the U.S.
Marine Corps fighting in Korea. From 1967 to the start of 1971, the four
most important years of the anti-War protests, Gaskin was known as an
“acid guru,” regularly lecturing at the “Family Dog rock hall, regularly
drawing thousands.” After spending money supporting four months of
nationwide travel, the group bought a farm of over 1,000 acres at $70/acre
($411/acre in 2014 dollars).

Granted, the commune, called The Farm, reportedly did charitable work
helping various disaster-stricken Central American countries and U.S.



cities. Furthermore, after its vast promotional psychedelic bus tour, it also
reportedly banned synthetic psychotropic drug use by its commune
residents. Still, in the 1980s, The Farm contracted with President Ronald
Reagan’s Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) on radiation
detectors, and then reportedly did much lucrative work with Homeland
Security under George W. Bush in 2004.64
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Chapter Nine

Dentist Doses Beatles; 
 Rolling Stones Framed

n Great Britain, British MI6 and the Tavistock Institute worked with
psychiatrists in a program similar to MK-Ultra. It allowed psychiatrists

in England to experiment freely with acid during the 1950s and 1960s,
dosing up to 1,500 patients. Their findings were that acid tended to induce
schizophrenia only in those predisposed to it. More than fifty of these
induced schizophrenic patients disagreed and sued them. While the result of
that case is unknown, the U.S. government paid $750,000 to each of nine
patients to settle a similar case, and the Canadian government has also paid
dozens of compensation claims.1

By the mid-1960s, the CIA sent its MK-Ultra Deputy Director, Robert
Lashbrook, to its London station. Lashbrook had at least two key
assignments. One was disbursing Human Ecology Fund grants in England
to promote LSD there. Researchers like famed writer A.E. Hotchner, a
longtime editor of Ernest Hemingway’s books, said Lashbrook’s other
assignment was to have undercover agents give LSD to British musicians,
with and without their knowledge.2

Hotchner interviewed MK-Ultra agent Steve Abrahms, whom Lashbrook
recruited when Abrahms attended Oxford University in the early 1960s.
Abrahms said Human Ecology Fund agents “released acid to rock groups.”
Abrahms further said, “CIA agents were distributing acid all over the
place.”3

British propaganda agent Michael Hollingshead, a top man in the British
American Cultural Exchange, had given Timothy Leary his first acid hits.
Hollingshead traveled back and forth from New York to London before his
major move back to London in the fall of 1965.4 Upon his permanent move
back, Hollingshead brought 5,000 hits of LSD with him. Hollingshead said
he wanted to start “a drug-based religion for influential British cultural
figures.”5 Similar to top MK-Ultra LSD distributors, Hollingshead
purported benevolent motives for distributing acid, but his dosing of U.N.
officials without their knowledge was in line with MK-Ultra’s leftist hit list.



Before the end of 1965, Hollingshead started the World Psychedelic
Center in the fashionable Kings Road district of London, where “LSD-
dipped fingers of bread were handed out gratis, much as today’s
supermarkets offer free samples of cookies or salad dressing.”6 Throughout
the 1960s, Hollingshead brought well-known psychiatrists to his Center,
along with famous artists and musicians, including Ian Sommerville and
filmmaker Roman Polanski, along with musicians Donovan, Eric Clapton,
Paul McCartney, and the Rolling Stones. Hollingshead used pirate radio
from ships off the coast, the only music radio station to play rock, to further
promote acid.7 A few years later, Michael Hollingshead also held parties
where anyone thinking they were drinking straight punch was dosed.8

With this in mind, Michael Hollingshead’s travels back and forth across
the Atlantic Ocean in 1965 deserve more scrutiny.9 His goal, to get
influential British cultural figures tripping, would surely include the Beatles
lead singer/songwriter John Lennon. But, similar to most of Hollingshead’s
actions that decade, it fell perfectly in line with the plans of known CIA
MK-Ultra agents working in London.10

John Lennon founded the band that evolved into the Beatles in
Liverpool, England during the late 1950s. Lennon took them to Hamburg,
Germany in 1960, where they gained more popularity. Germans flocked to
their shows despite young Lennon deriding older crowd members, asking,
“What did you do during the war? Bloody Krauts!”11

Lennon brought the Beatles back to Liverpool, where the band morphed
and then solidified into the famous four of Lennon, McCartney, Harrison
and Starr, drawing a nationwide following. By 1963, British television
featured them opening for other top-billed bands playing the Prince of
Wales theater. Before the last song, Lennon derisively addressed upper-class
members of the audience, including the Queen and other royals: “For this
number, we’d like to ask your help. Will the people in the cheaper seats clap
your hands? And the rest of you, just rattle your jewelry.” In response to
Lennon’s class-conscious rebelliousness, the Daily Telegraph compared the
Beatles to Adolph Hitler, and their concerts to Nuremberg rallies.12

In 1964, John Lennon continued his antics when first touring America. A
reporter asked, “Would you sing something now?” and Lennon responded,
“We need cash first.” The reporter continued, “How do you account for
your success?” Lennon quipped, “A good press agent.” A second reporter



asked, “When do you rehearse?” Lennon replied, “We don’t.” Paul
McCartney chimed in, “Yeah, of course we do.” Lennon injected, “Paul
does, we don’t.” On that tour, Lennon also made a political statement by
publicly refusing to play segregated southern concerts. Despite skipping
these shows, the Beatles accounted for 85% of all American singles record
sales that year.13

With Lennon’s actions and superstardom, U.S. and British intelligence
surely hid early documents in their closely kept file on Lennon when they
later revealed only a few hundred pages. Psychiatrists had already
prescribed Lennon amphetamines and barbiturates. Lennon said he had
been, “on one drug or another since Hamburg [and] had rarely faced the
world straight.” It is likely British intelligence knew this, perhaps even been
involved in it the way it was suspected regarding Elvis, leading them to
think Lennon might accept LSD.14

In early 1965, Lennon’s Beatles bandmate, guitarist George Harrison,
was a patient of a young dentist named John Riley. On a February night in
1965, Dr. Riley had his patient Harrison and John Lennon over for dinner.
The two Beatles came with their partners to Riley’s house in Hyde Park
Square, London. George’s girlfriend, model Pattie Boyd, described the
situation, saying they knew Riley “quite well and had been to a few clubs
with him in the past.” The 24-year-old Lennon came with his 25-year-old
wife, Cynthia.15



John Riley’s 21-year-old Playboy Club employee girlfriend escorted the
Beatles pair and their partners into Riley’s candle-lit dining room. Once
seated, Cynthia Lennon, who also described the incident, noticed four cubes
of sugar arranged along the mantelpiece.16

After finishing their meals, Pattie Boyd said that “we had a lovely meal,”
but needed to leave to catch a friend’s band. “As we prepared to leave,
Riley’s girlfriend jumped to her feet and said, ‘You haven’t had any coffee
yet. It’s ready, I’ve made it and it’s delicious.’”

The four stayed and drank the coffee, and then Lennon said, “We must
go now. Our friends are going to be on soon, it’s their first night.”

“You can’t leave,” said Riley.
“What are you talking about?” asked Lennon.
“You’ve just had LSD. It was in the coffee.”
Lennon erupted, “How dare you fucking do this to us!”
“Do what?” asked Harrison and Boyd, not knowing what LSD was.



“It’s a drug!” said Lennon with his hand on his head, very distraught, as
he nor any of the Beatles band members had ever tried the drug before.

As the drug began taking effect they all felt strongly they had to get out
of there. John Riley said they couldn’t leave. Riley then insisted on driving.
The four ignored Riley and got into their car, “which looked like it was
shrinking. All the way to the club the car felt smaller and smaller, and by
the time we arrived we were completely out of it,” said Pattie Boyd.

“The club was on an upper floor,” Boyd continued, “and we thought the
lift was on fire because there was a little red light inside. As the doors
opened, we crawled out and bumped into Mick Jagger, Marianne Faithfull
and Ringo [Starr, the Beatles’ drummer]. John told them we had been
spiked.” Boyd said that hours later they decided to go home. “This time
George drove at no more than 10mph but if felt like 1,000mph … It was
very frightening and we never spoke to the dentist again.” 17

Cynthia Lennon said that when they got back home, “John was crying
and banging his head against the wall. I tried to make myself sick, and
couldn’t. I tried to go to sleep and couldn’t. It was like a nightmare that
wouldn’t stop, whatever you did. None of us got over it for about three
days.”18

Several people published accounts of this event, but Pattie Boyd’s and
Cynthia Lennon’s firsthand takes seem the most accurate. No one appeared
to know the motives for John Riley’s bizarre action or why he would risk
drugging his celebrity friend and patient, George Harrison, especially since
Harrison had never even heard of the drug yet. But surely there is a reason
why he would risk his reputation, his professional career and possibly a
criminal charge or lawsuit in drugging these famous musicians, who were
already wealthy enough to possibly sue him.

John Riley, a dentist for the stars, had a meteoric rise despite mediocre
means. Riley’s father worked as a British constable, a beat cop, in the
1950s. This constable sent his son to the very expensive Northwestern
University Dental School in Chicago, Illinois, where Riley studied cosmetic
dentistry. The Rileys bypassed extremely inexpensive dental schools in
England. Staunchly conservative Northwestern also housed the Naval
Reserve Officer Training Corps.19 Riley “returned to London as one of
Britain’s most accomplished cosmetic dentists and quickly became first
choice for actors, models, and singers” such as George Harrison.20
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Did British intelligence talk to one of their front-line cops, Riley, about
his son getting a special intelligence assignment, as happened in the father-
son police targeting of other political musicians?21 Riley’s lining up of the
sugar cubes showed his intention to dose only the Beatles and their partners.
Why else would the sugar be so conspicuously arranged except to make
sure they were the ones spiked with acid to go into the four’s coffee.
Accounts also have Riley offering to drive them all, since they were
tripping, further suggesting he hadn’t taken the acid. 22

It would seem only someone working for British intelligence would take
such actions against alleged friends, knowing he was immune to
repercussions from these wealthy, influential musicians. Many reports link
John Riley’s LSD to Michael Hollingshead, who carried out MK-Ultra-type
actions for British intelligence before LSD was more popularized.23

British intelligence, in collaboration with the CIA’s MK-Ultra, appeared
to have two goals in targeting John Lennon. First, this would dampen the
cognitive abilities of the most intellectual Beatle, who could counter the
British elite’s conservative agenda. Secondly, Lennon was a clear leader of
the Beatles. The LSD use would make it easier for them to manipulate
Lennon, and they would also have a more easily manipulated band to help
them popularize LSD. This would help them divert more young idealistic
civil rights and antiwar activists to drugs.

Beatles Promote Acid Before Stopping Use

fter John Lennon and George Harrison had a bad experience with
their first trip, people around them apparently tried to sway them

back to LSD and think of it in a more positive light. Harrison eventually
said he thought Paul McCartney and Ringo Starr should also trip. Ringo
first tried LSD at a party held by Byrds band members David Crosby and
Roger McGuin.24 The Beatles and London Daily Mirror journalist Don
Short had rented a mansion in Benedict Canyon in California on their 1965
American tour. Paul wouldn’t trip, but Ringo did. Benedict Canyon lied
seven miles from Laurel Canyon, where researcher Dave McGowan said
Byrds bandmembers Crosby and McGuin lived near the Lookout Mountain
Air Force film studio as suspected U.S. intelligence assets.25



Beatles biographer Steve Turner said, “Paul didn’t take LSD until late
1966, after the release of their album Revolver. He took it at the Eaton Row,
London, home of Tara Browne, the socialite and heir to Guinness money,
who was soon to die and be immortalized in the Beatles’ song, “A Day in
the Life.” Browne was the man who “blew his mind out in a car.”26

In 1966, John Lennon made more rebellious public comments without
much discretion, such as: “Christianity will go, it will vanish and shrink …
We are more popular than Jesus now. Jesus was all right, but his disciples
were thick and ordinary.” In response, American southern radio and TV
stations organized “Beatle-burning” rallies, and 35 radio stations banned
Beatles songs. Lennon tried to apologize, explaining that he thought God
was in all of us, but his songs were permanently banned in apartheid South
Africa. Death threats began to arrive, and the KKK started holding protest
rallies at Beatles shows.27

John Lennon had begun getting more overtly political by at least 1966.
Lennon said he and his bandmembers were against the U.S. involvement in
the Vietnam War. Lennon would repeat these opinions for international
reporters. When reporters in Japan asked what he was looking for next, he
answered, “Peace.” Questioned about Vietnam, he said that the Beatles
thought about the war every day, and “we don’t agree with it. We think it’s
wrong … That’s all we can do about it—say we don’t like it.”28

American musicians and others tried to influence the Beatles to use more
LSD. British propaganda agent Micheal Hollingshead had brought to
England “three hundred copies of The Psychedelic Experience: A Manual
Based on the Tibetan Book of the Dead, by Timothy Leary, Richard Alpert
and Ralph Metzner; two hundred issues of the Psychedelic Review; and two
hundred copies of The Psychedelic Reader, edited by Gunther Weil. Copies
of these books were placed in the hands of the Beatles by Peter Asher’s
friend Barry Miles, who was now managing the Indica Bookshop in
Southhampton Row.”29 Peter was the brother of Paul McCartney’s
girlfriend, actress Jane Asher.

U.S. and British intelligence appeared to gain unwitting help in
popularizing LSD from the Beatles and other top British musicians.
Hollingshead’s World Psychedelic Center in London introduced LSD to top
musicians Donovan Leitch, Rolling Stones guitarist Keith Richards, and the
Yardbirds.30 By fall of 1967, the Beatles ended up stopping their promotion
of their latest album, Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band, earlier than



planned in favor of a new project. It’s not certain who or what influenced
them, but they began recording a new album and making a film based on it:
Magical Mystery Tour.

This album and film provides an example of how the world’s most
popular band, like other bands, promoted LSD, and how intelligence-
enmeshed mainstream media amplified such promotion. The Beatles based
the project on Ken Kesey and the Merry Pranksters’ psychedelic bus trip.31

A report from Owsley’s final home before he died said that Owsley Stanley
supplied the Beatles with acid during their shooting of Magical Mystery
Tour.32 Paul McCartney later said, “Those were psychedelic times …
Magical Mystery Tour was the equivalent of a drug trip, and we made the
film based on that.”33 The Magical Mystery Tour soundtrack stayed #1 on
the sales charts for eight weeks.

When Beatles members and others got tired of acid, the media appeared
to give that little attention. George Harrison reportedly “stopped taking
LSD after his first visit to San Francisco in August 1967. While he was
there he visited Haight-Ashbury [where] … Head shops openly sold drug
paraphernalia. Grateful Dead and Jefferson Airplane lived in old Victorian
houses on neighboring streets.” Harrison walked down Haight Street and
was flocked by brain-damaged hippies who behaved as if he was a prophet
sent from heaven. Harrison said it disgusted him and changed his mind
about LSD, deciding to stay away from it.34

In a December 1970 interview with Rolling Stone magazine publisher
Jann Wenner, Lennon described some of his history with LSD. He
described himself as becoming “cracked” on it and “unstable.” He said this
was especially true in comparison to Paul McCartney, who he said “is a bit
more stable than George and I … I think LSD profoundly shocked him, and
Ringo. I think maybe they regret it.” Lennon also said he started having
“many [bad trips]. Jesus Christ. I stopped taking it because of that. I just
couldn’t stand it.” Later, a friend and publicist, Derek Taylor, along with
Lennon’s second wife, Yoko Ono, convinced him acid was okay to use
again.35

John Lennon’s LSD use caused him many problems. He had become
irrational enough to consider trepanning, drilling a hole in his head to
expand his consciousness.36 Lennon also said he thought he was losing his
mind. Lennon would later make negative comments about the LSD culture.
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He talked about The Tibetan Book of the Dead, an LSD tripping guide by
Timothy Leary, as “that dumb Leary book.”37

FBI Asset Gives Jagger First LSD Hit, Frames Stones

obel Prize winning novelist Earnest Hemingway’s editor, A.E.
Hotchner, later developed into a renowned historian, and wrote an

important account of the second best-selling band of the 1960s, the Rolling
Stones. Hotchner’s book, Blown Away: A No-Holds-Barred Portrait of the
Rolling Stones and the Sixties Told by the Voices of the Generation,
provides plenty of evidence detailing how the CIA, and its British
counterpart MI6, used drugs and murders to target the Rolling Stones.

After working in small London clubs, the Rolling Stones blues covers
became chart-topping hits in Britain in 1964.38 By 1965, lead singer Mick
Jagger and guitarist Keith Richards wrote their own chart-toppers, and had
appeared on The Ed Sullivan Show and the Dean Martin television show in
America. Their first international #1 song, “(I Can’t Get No) Satisfaction”
was followed by #1 hit “Get Off of My Cloud,” and a string of others in the
following years.39

U.S. and British intelligence used many tactics to manipulate and control
the music world in order to influence the mass of youth rebelling against the
Vietnam War. They appeared to influence top rock bands to inadvertently
become role models to promote acid and heroin, among other drugs. The
Rolling Stones lyricists Jagger and Richards had written nine chart-topping
singles, and all fifteen of their singles released from 1964 on were in the top
ten on the music charts.40

By 1967 in London where the Rolling Stones were based, activists
debated LSD’s role in radical leftist action. Some activists had argued for a
“politics of ecstasy,” saying acid would radicalize youth. Others opposed
that view. Some said, “Don’t give LSD to [Cuban revolutionary leader] Che
Guevara, he might stop fighting.” British psychiatrist David Cooper feared
drugs might undermine political commitment. The right-wing Rand
Corporation think tank put forth the same thesis, that drugs would
undermine people’s commitment to radical politics, and they committed a
large amount of money to making that happen.41



Rolling Stones lead singer Mick Jagger had a relationship with singer
Marianne Faithfull at this time. Faithfull said that before February of 1967,
Jagger had resisted taking LSD. She said Jagger was suing a London
newspaper, The News of the World, for libel for saying Jagger was
participating in LSD orgies. Jagger, one of the most popular musicians in
the world and one with a rebellious reputation, was telling millions he never
used LSD, making a dent in MK-Ultra’s goal of creating a bandwagon
effect to get people tripping.42

On February 11, 1967, Keith Richards held a party at his Redlands estate
in England. David Schneidermann, an admitted LSD dealer, was already
working for British intelligence and the FBI when he came to this Rolling
Stones party. He helped get Mick Jagger to take his first dose of LSD at that
event.43

Schneidermann came to the party with a briefcase full of drugs. The next
morning he urged those who stayed overnight, including George Harrison
and his wife, to have some of his tea, which contained a hallucinogenic he
called “white lightning.” By all reports this was actually his brand of LSD,
called “Sunshine.” Mick Jagger drank the tea and had his first trip. They
were all tripping for at least eight hours. By that evening, someone else
joined the weekend festivities and pulled out a large bag of hashish and
passed it around.44

Police raided the home that night. Schneidermann told police he couldn’t
open his briefcase, which was full of drugs, as it had undeveloped film in it.
They allegedly took him at his word and let him and his drug supply go.
They arrested Keith Richards for allowing cannabis to be smoked in his
home and Mick Jagger for possession of prescription “pep” pills (a common
type of amphetamine).45



By this time, both U.S. and British intelligence were spreading LSD
throughout England with the help of Michael Hollingshead. As also
mentioned, CIA MK-Ultra Deputy Director Robert Lashbrook had many
agents in London trying to get pop musicians on LSD. David
Schneidermann (sometimes spelled Sniderman or Schneiderman) told his
wife he was working for British agents who were also working with the
FBI’s Counterintelligence Program (Cointelpro). This admission made clear
that Cointelpro and MI6 were working in close collaboration with the CIA’s
MK-Ultra program. Schneidermann made acid and sold it in England.46

Schneidermann’s former girlfriend detailed his role as one of
Lashbrook’s MK-Ultra agents. She said, “They’d come up with some new
kind of way to make acid,” and Schneidermann would travel from
California to England “to sell it.” She added that Schneidermann “was a
heavy drug user, but he had a quick wit. He was the perfect choice to
infiltrate the Stones.”47

Mainstream London newspaper, The Daily Mail, confirmed that FBI
undercover asset Schneidermann, often called the Acid King, set up the
Rolling Stones’ Mick Jagger and Keith Richards for a high-profile drug



bust.48 The drug bust would spread the word that the two used drugs, and
would subconsciously encourage others to emulate their idols and do the
same. The bust could have also been for gaining a reverse psychology effect
through the ever-increasing anti-establishment youth mantra: “If the
government doesn’t want you to do it, it must be good.”49

A final, most prominent motive for the arrest was to impose legal
restraints on the Rolling Stones. The Stones were second only to the Beatles
among top-selling bands. Some of the Stones top-selling hits were already
subversively questioning marketing techniques, such as the 1965 hit, “(I
Can’t Get No) Satisfaction,” describing watching the TV “and that man
comes on to tell me how white my shirts can be, but he can’t be a man
’cause he doesn’t smoke the same cigarettes as me.”

When the legal cases of Mick Jagger and Keith Richards came to court,
the judge showed his extreme bias by saying to the jury, “There is no
defense to this charge.” The jury found Jagger guilty in five minutes, and
the judge remanded him to prison for three months. A jury also found
Richards guilty, and he was sentenced to a year in prison. The London
Times editor-in-chief said that this sentence for Jagger was “particularly
surprising,” as the Rolling Stone singer was a “first time offender,” and
“Jagger’s is about as mild a drug case as can ever have been brought before
the Courts.”50

Jagger and Richards eventually appealed their sentencing and won their
way out of prison, but remained on probation, which kept legal pressure on
them.51 Dave Schneidermann ended up in Hollywood, where he changed
his last name to Jove and produced a television show.52 The following years
would find the Rolling Stones inadvertently promoting acid and other
drugs, while also coming under attack after writing antiwar songs, as will
be discussed.
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Chapter Ten

Acid Damages Anti-War Left: 
 SDS & Yippies

The widespread use of LSD, or similar drugs waiting in the psychedelic wings, could lead to a whole
generation of psychedelic dropouts, incapable or uninterested in addressing themselves to the
important sociologic problems that challenge our times. If this happened, the very structure of this
democratic society would be threatened.

– Donald Louria, MD, Cornell University Medical School Professor, in his column for The New
England Journal of Medicine, February 1968.1

y 1968, the U.S. military ramped up its war effort, drafting young
Americans to war. Meanwhile, membership in Students for a

Democratic Society (SDS) was enjoying a strong growth spurt, thanks in
large part to the actions of the Columbia University chapter regarding the
military draft. Columbia SDS first gained success on campus by educating
and mobilizing a majority of students to successfully oppose the class
ranking of students based on their academic standing. In the fall semester of
1967, the group also had gained support for their anti-Vietnam War effort
by showing the campus proof of Columbia’s involvement with both the
Institute for Defense Analysis and the CIA.

Leading SDS historian Kirkpatrick Sale wrote in his definitive history,
SDS, that despite this revelation, Columbia was going through the
“doldrums that practically every chapter encountered at one time or another.
Several of the former chapter leaders had graduated or dropped out. Drugs
proved a more satisfying answer than politics for many, and certainly less
frustrating. Not only did drug use lead many away from SDS, police also
arrested SDSers for weed possession, which lessened their likelihood to
continue their political work in having to worry about their legal
problems.”2

Columbia SDS leadership broke into two groups regarding the way it
approached activism. One side was referred to as the “Praxis Axis,” as it
revolved around the Praxis theoretical paper insert as part of the national
SDS newspaper, New Left Notes. Ted Kaptchuk, Ted Gold and Dave Gilbert
led this more theoretically-oriented “Praxis Axis,” which emphasized



writing and debating leftist political theory to educate others. Mark Rudd
and John Jacobs led the other group, labeled the “Action Faction,” that
sought more often to put theory into action. Kirkpatrick Sale said this kind
of split happened in SDS chapters nationwide.3

The Action Faction picketed and then held a sit-in to protest Dow
Chemical Company recruiters. Dow manufactured incendiary jellied
gasoline—Napalm—dropped on vast swaths of Vietnam (and Dow made
STP).4 The Faction also threw a meringue pie in the face of a recruiting
officer who came to promote the military to students.5 SDS voted Mark
Rudd chapter president.6

By late March of 1968, Rudd led a hundred people through the Roman
pillars of the university’s Low Library administration building. They
delivered a petition against the school’s involvement with the Institute for
Defense Analysis. Columbia placed Rudd, Jacobs, Gold, and three other
SDS leaders on probation for that action.7

When gunshots killed Martin Luther King Jr. in April 1968, there were
black riots in cities nationwide. The BBC said rioters sent at least 100
American cities up in flames.8 Back in New York, Columbia held a
memorial for King. Mark Rudd interrupted the memorial, making a speech
about how the school’s Institute for Defense Analysis program researched
riot control and that the school punished students for nonviolent
demonstrations, King’s trademark action. He also said Columbia opposed
unionization of its largely black workforce and acquired Harlem land for a
new gym.9



The Action Faction of SDS then outvoted the Praxis Axis for a rally and
march to the president’s office opposing the probation of the six SDS
leaders, with a contingency plan that few took seriously—to occupy and
blockade the office. This SDS action on April 23rd sparked an
unprecedented anti-War uprising. A percentage of SDS members occupied
Low Library, and many more students poured in to join them. Eventually,
students and New York street radicals took over five university buildings.
The Praxis Axis faction of SDS ultimately followed the emotionally
radicalized students.10

Columbia building occupiers included the only eight black Columbia
undergraduates, radical blacks from outside the university, Latino activists,
and some radical Columbia professors. Other radicals, including former
SDS leader Tom Hayden, also joined the strikers occupying the buildings.
Members of a radical New York City group, Up Against the Wall
Motherfuckers (named for what police said to them at times), joined in
occupying the buildings.11 With access to university files, students were
successful in finding more on Columbia’s and other universities’
collaboration with military actions in Vietnam.12

This uprising gained particular significance because New York was the
media capital of the world. Reporters and photographers sent images of the
strike around the country and the world that effectively inspired other
student protests. On the eighth day of the strike, university officials called
in a massive police raid to take the building occupiers out in the middle of
the night. Media news footage showed police clubbing strikers whether they
physically opposed the police or not. Police dragged students down marble
steps. Some students staggered out of Low Library bloody from head to toe.
Police injured two hundred students and arrested more than seven hundred.
The school reopened on May 6, and police continued to arrest more than
250 students for protesting.13

Columbia in 1968 surpassed Berkeley in 1964 as the most significant
student rebellion in U.S. history. Campuses everywhere were
demonstrating, and SDS reportedly played some role in virtually every
outbreak.14 Newspapers, magazines, and television programs around the
country discussed Columbia. Fortune magazine derisively called SDS the
“Che Guevaras of our society … [acting to] overthrow ‘bourgeois’
America.”15 The New York Times, which had a board member who was also



F

a Columbia trustee, a common situation, derided the student protest as a
“temper tantrum,” without exposing any negative finding on Columbia
support for the Vietnam War.16

After this, Congress passed bills to withdraw financial aid to students
who “disrupt” universities. It also denied funds to 22 schools that banned
military recruiters. The U.S. president could send federal troops into any
situation without sanction. And activists who crossed state lines to
participate “in a riot or committing any act of violence in furtherance of a
riot” could get up to five years in prison and a $10,000 fine.17

Nonetheless, student takeovers of buildings broke out nationwide. Most
were non-violent. Cuban revolutionary Che Guevara had said: one, two,
many Vietnams. The SDS national office was saying: one, two, many
Columbias.18

After Columbia SDS stopped construction of a gym on Harlem land,
Columbia University withdrew from the Institute for Defense Analysis, its
administration humiliated. This gained the SDS’s Action Faction many new
recruits. Four weeks after the first building takeover, they retook the same
buildings to protest disciplinary action against four SDS leaders. Columbia
threatened to suspend any student arrested, forcing students to decide
between continuing their studies or starting full-time radical activism.
Police arrested 160 people at the end of the second student takeover of the
same buildings.19

In June of 1968, Robert F. Kennedy was assassinated. While SDS’s
national leadership didn’t make any endorsement of Kennedy, “there were
reports of SDSers willing to defect from radicalism if he became the
Democratic presidential candidate.” SDS cofounder Tom Hayden reportedly
cried at RFK’s casket.20

SDS Leaders Battle Infiltrators Amid Increasing Psychedelics

uture SDS leader Bernardine Dohrn joined the Columbia takeover
while working as an activist lawyer in New York.21 Dohrn began her

activist leadership in Chicago. She had attended the University of Chicago
Law School and got her law degree at a time when the average law class



included fewer than 10% women.22 While in college, she was the student
leader of the National Lawyers Guild, the association of leftist lawyers.

The January 1967 San Francisco Human Be-In reportedly led Dohrn to
help organize a similar event in Chicago in the spring of ’67. It is not
certain if Dohrn used LSD at that time.23 One-time SDS leader Todd Gitlin
said Dohrn painted her legs in psychedelic swirls for the Chicago Be-In.
But Gitlin didn’t name Dohrn as the organizer of that event, instead placing
the event as the work of a “newly organized underground newspaper called
the Seed.”24

Whether the Seed was similarly linked to U.S. intelligence as San
Francisco’s Oracle was, isn’t known. One source did say the Seed and the
Oracle were two of the first tabloid newspapers to use special split-font
inking on a web press. This suggests large initial funds and expertise for
these upstart “underground” presses. They also had unusually large funding
to be able to distribute some 40,000 copies nationally.25

SDS started turning towards psychedelics in 1967. The SDS national
newspaper, New Left Notes, featured a headline article positively covering a
“Human Be-In,” held in New York, in its April issue. LSD-promoting
groups such as Timothy Leary’s League for Spiritual Discovery co-
sponsored the Be-In. New Left Notes also published a November 1967
article by someone living in San Francisco’s Haight-Ashbury, who said,
“We left, lit our pipes and popped our acid … we pumped the nation full of
acid, pot … Hippies are … an act of rejection, a military vanguard, a hope
for the future.” While another article, “Hippies on the East Village,” was
less flattering of New York’s hippies, in June the SDS National
Administrative Committee unanimously decided that the SDS National
Office would become official members of the Grateful Dean fan club.26

Bernardine Dohrn gravitated towards the psychedelic hippie scene, but it
didn’t yet appear to affect her competence. She worked with Martin Luther
King Jr. in the mid-1960s, organizing students around both antiwar
activities and civil rights. When a gunman assassinated MLK in April of
1968, a friend said Dohrn cried a lot. After, she changed from her signature
minidress into “riot gear” pants to participate in demonstrations that
included vandalism. She also began talking about urban guerrilla warfare.27

In the summer of 1968, Dohrn traveled to Michigan State University to
run for the national leadership position of Inter-organizational Secretary at
the SDS national conference. One audience member used the McCarthy



“red-baiting” tactic in asking Dohrn if she was a socialist. Dohrn upped the
ante and heralded the new political sentiment by replying, “I consider
myself a revolutionary communist.”28

Bernardine Dohrn won her SDS position, as did her close political friend
Mike Klonsky. A large, more socially conservative group within SDS had a
dual affiliation with a national organization called the Progressive Labor
Party. Kirkpatrick Sale said members of the Progressive Labor Party (PLP)
continually created conflicts in chapters nationwide. They started long
debates over small points of ideology. Some believe spies infiltrated the
PLP. The fact that former PLP member Phillip Luce worked for the right-
wing House Un-American Activities Committee soon after leaving the PLP
supports this notion.29

Progressive Labor talked so much about students uniting with workers
that the New York group Up Against the Wall Motherfuckers staged a mock
marriage between a student and a worker at the SDS convention hall. PLP
had positive ideas against the growing drug use amongst SDSers. But their
straight-laced look—starched work shirts, coat-and-ties, fifties-short hair,
and clean-shaven faces—also allowed easier agent infiltration. Many said
PLP’s members’ ideological battles soured people on activism.30

Kirkpatrick Sale noted many old leftist groups at the June ’68 SDS
convention. These included Sparticists, Wobblies, Communists,
International Socialists and Socialist Workers. While these groups also
appeared overly sectarian, PLP had the largest student presence, and they
opposed the SDS National Office regulars of Dohrn, Mike Klonsky, et al.

Aware that the FBI and police had infiltrated SDS, the National Office
regulars created a workshop billed as devoted to the discussion of sabotage
and explosives. They wanted to draw many of these undercover agents to
that workshop so that they wouldn’t attend SDS’s serious workshops on
activist strategy. An agent infiltrator later acknowledged that strategy’s
success.31

While the Progressive Labor Party members got one representative
elected to the three National Secretary positions, the SDS National Office
had virtually all of their candidates voted into the National Interim
Committee, a group of the regional SDS leaders. The convention voted
Mark Rudd as a first alternate to that Committee and used Rudd’s publicity
to make him a national fundraiser. By November, Rudd had raised over
$3,000 in speaker’s fees for SDS.32



A
MK-Ultra Agent Gives “Sober” Abbie Hoffman LSD

nother much smaller activist group, the Youth International Party, or
YIPpies, started by Abbie Hoffman, arose with considerable media

attention by 1968. Hoffman earned an undergraduate degree at Brandeis and
a master’s degree at the University of California-Berkeley, graduating in
1960. He and his wife Sheila married that year and had two children within
the next two years. They both participated in leftist activism for civil rights
and against the Vietnam War, and helped organize a delegation to go down
south and participate in the Freedom Rides with the Student Nonviolent
Coordinating Committee.

By 1965 they organized an anti-War protest and led radical talks by
activists at a community center near their home outside of Boston.33 Abbie
Hoffman’s stature as an activist grew. He edited a Boston area leftist
newsletter, The Drum. Hoffman also rallied students to help get a third-
party anti-nuclear, peace candidate, Harvard Professor H. Stuart Hughes, on
the ballot for the U.S. Senate in Massachusetts. For that cause he gathered
17,000 signatures on a petition for what was reportedly the first progressive
third-party campaign since 1948.34

In 1965, Hoffman balanced activism with writing and theater projects.
The U.S. Army had drafted Hoffman’s former roommate, Manny Schreiber,
and had him work for MK-Ultra on a secret military project testing the
effects of LSD on soldiers. Schreiber brought LSD home to Hoffman. At
that time Hoffman had never even tried marijuana.35



After that introduction to acid, Abbie Hoffman started using drugs
regularly. His wife Sheila, a constant partner in activism, divorced him in
1966, citing his drug use. Hoffman moved away from his kids in Boston, to
the Lower East Side of Manhattan that year. That East Village area had a
long history of activism and a growing bohemian population, but by 1967
agents helped make it another drugged-out wasteland like San Francisco’s
Haight-Ashbury.36

While there, Hoffman staged street-theater protests. One of his best
known was in August of 1967, when he led fellow activists to the gallery of
the New York Stock Exchange. He brought along about 100 or more real
dollar bills mixed in with hundreds of fake dollar bills and threw them off
the top floor of the stock exchange. Many of the traders frantically
scrambled to pick up the bills, creating a metaphor for their rat-like
scampering for money. Media groups gave it global coverage.37



In October, David Dellinger of the National Mobilization Committee to
End the War in Vietnam (MOBE) asked Berkeley Free Speech veteran Jerry
Rubin to help mobilize and direct a march on the Pentagon. 70,000
protesters gathered at the Lincoln Memorial to hear Dellinger, Dr. Benjamin
Spock and others give speeches. Afterward an estimated 50,000, including
Hoffman and poet Allen Ginsberg, marched to the Pentagon. Military police
stopped the marchers outside the Pentagon. Showing the effects of too
much acid, Hoffman and Ginsberg directed people to focus their psychic
energy to levitate the Pentagon, at which point they said it would rise, turn
orange, vibrate, and end the Vietnam War. Ginsberg led Tibetan chants to
assist Hoffman.38

By the summer of 1968, Abbie Hoffman and his new wife, Anika, had
teamed up with fellow heavy LSD users Jerry Rubin and Paul Krassner to
form the Youth International Party. The Mobe, the Yippies and others
organized a protest at the Democratic National Convention in Chicago.
Activist groups like SDS and the Black Panthers didn’t get directly
involved in the organizing, but did send representatives. SDS sent some 500
members to recruit more people and politically educate the crowd. The
Black Panthers had Bobby Seale speak at the protest on one of the five
days.39

The day before the convention, the rock group MC5 (“Kick Out the
Jams”) and folk singer Phil Ochs played at a Festival of Life concert
supporting the protest. There, people passed around acid in the form of
spiked honey. Writers said Mayor Richard Daley sent police in en masse,
and the Festival of Life became a festival of blood.40

Historians have called the militant reaction to the convention activism a
police riot against protesters. Police clubbed and tear-gassed thousands of
protesters, left hundreds bloodied, and arrested many. Police took seven
leaders of the protest to court in a highly publicized “Chicago Seven” trial.
Prosecutors added an eighth, Black Panther national cofounder Bobby
Seale, although he had only given a speech and then left the protest. When
Seale debated his inclusion in the court proceedings, the judge had him
bound and gagged, as made more famous in the Crosby, Stills and Nash
song, “Chicago.”

Unknown to the Yippie leaders Abbie Hoffman and Jerry Rubin, who
stood trial and gained national celebrity, Yippie steering committee member
George Demmerle was an undercover FBI informant and had acted as



Hoffman’s bodyguard during the Chicago protest. U.S. intelligence
appeared to put acid-fueled activists Hoffman and Rubin in a media
spotlight as top Sixties activist icons, thoroughly linking LSD and
activism.41

George Demmerle was one of a number of undercover operatives at the
Democratic Convention and among the Yippies. CBS News obtained Army
intelligence documents stating nearly one out of six demonstrators at the
Chicago convention was undercover. These included, “Bob Pierson, a
Chicago cop disguised as a biker who latched onto Jerry Rubin during the
convention and became his bodyguard.” Pierson started provocations such
as throwing stones at police, pulling down flags, inciting protesters to stop
traffic and starting fires in the street that helped police chiefs incite their
men to physically attack the protesters.42

The exact number of undercover agents who worked with Demmerle to
manipulate Hoffman, Rubin and other Yippies, influencing them to promote
acid, remains unknown, but evidence indicates that U.S. intelligence did
manipulate the Yippies and used them in this manner.43 Peggy Hitchcock of
the intelligence-involved Mellon Hitchcock family helped fund the Yippies,
particularly the March to “levitate” the Pentagon.44

Meanwhile, President Richard Nixon had the CIA expand its Operation
Chaos. The CIA’s Chaos enacted strange trivial tactics like use itching
powder against leftists, though it also aided U.S. intelligence-orchestrated
arrests and assassinations. In the ’50s, the CIA’s benign sounding Technical
Services Staff devised operations using LSD. Chaos trained many local
police intelligence divisions who pulled off operations, including Bob
Pierson’s undercover work as Jerry Rubin’s bodyguard.45

People protested the Democratic Party for President Johnson’s
authorization of the horrific carpet-bombing in Vietnam. Additionally,
under an operation called the Phoenix Program, the U.S. military conducted
assassinations of South Vietnamese civilians sympathetic to the
Communists, and they dropped Napalm on innocent Vietnamese. Television
news showed many of these images.46

But the Democrats were a party divided, with some standing for the war
and others standing in opposition to it. The Republican Party was more
solidly supportive of the military operations in Vietnam. In response to this,
the acid-saturated Yippie leaders protested only the Democratic National
Convention. No similar protest was staged at the Republican National
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Convention.47 The melee at the Democratic convention was said to help
Republican Richard Nixon win the presidential election of 1968 over Vice
President Hubert Humphrey, who was also saddled with Johnson’s
disastrous Vietnam policy. The press let Nixon get away with claiming that
he had a “secret plan” to end the War, which actually outlasted Nixon’s
presidency.

Did U.S. intelligence use its mass of agents to orchestrate events at the
Democratic National Convention to help achieve a desired electoral result?

FBI Agents Dose Mark Rudd & Columbia SDS

nce Richard Nixon got into office, he instituted draconian sentencing
for drug-possession charges. President Nixon had many leading

leftists arrested and jailed on minor drug charges. White Panther leader (and
MC5 band manager) John Sinclair was given ten years in jail for two joints.
Police put black anarchist bookstore owner Martin Sostre in jail for six
years by planting weed in his store. Amnesty International helped get him
released. Columbia SDS leader Mark Rudd was arrested on a drug-related
charge through an undercover agent.48

In the fall of 1968, Mark Rudd toured campuses trying to use his
previous year’s celebrity status to raise money for SDS.49 Shortly after,
Bernardine Dohrn and Mike Klonsky worked with groups of people of
color, including the Black Panthers; the Latino activists, the Young Lords;
along with the Revolutionary Black Workers and dissenting G.I.s. Black
Panther leaders declared solidarity and support for SDS, while the SDS
National Office also expressed support for the Panthers. SDS’s New Left
Notes declared them the leading Black activist group.50

SDS’s Chicago National Office began to experience U.S. intelligence
attacks similar to those against the Panthers and Young Lords, albeit less
brutal. For example, police purported getting a call of a shooting at the
National Office and demanded to inspect the premises. Then firemen came
behind stating a report of a fire. The police and firemen tried to barge into
the office while SDSers physically tried to keep them out, thinking it was a
police plot to ransack their premises. Police arrested Mike Klonsky and five
other SDS leaders.51



In the summer of 1969, Dohrn, Rudd and and nine others formed a
committee which released a paper they called the “Weatherman Statement.”
It attempted to distance itself from the Progressive Labor contingent and
align SDS with youth and revolutionary groups of color. The Weatherman
name came from Bob Dylan’s 1965 political song, “Subterranean Homesick
Blues”: “You don’t need a weatherman to know which way the wind
blows.” The Weatherman Statement focused on fighting U.S. imperialism
as it waged war on Third World liberation movements at home and
abroad.52

Progressive Labor used the smallest of differences to find fault in other
groups under attack by the U.S. It criticized North Vietnamese leadership
for trying to make agreements with the United States as part of peace
efforts, instead of just continuing the war. It also attacked the Black
Panthers with false accusations that they ignored the working class and
waged war against whites.53

By that summer of 1969, many other sectarian groups with a history of
U.S. intelligence infiltration joined in the SDS national convention. These
infiltrators appeared to join collectively against the SDS leadership and two
Black Panther members invited to talk at the convention. The Black Panther
Party was a vanguard organization that served as a model for organizations
formed by other ethnic communities. They were active in at least 45 cities
nationwide by this time, though they had also closed membership in many
of these cities because the FBI had heavily infiltrated so many of their
chapters.54

The 1969 SDS convention had scheduled talks by lesser-known
Panthers, including Rufus “Chaka” Walls, Minister of Information of the
Illinois Black Panthers, who worked with SDS’s National Office. Walls first
criticized Progressive Labor and read a policy letter dismissing the group,
approved by Panther National Chairman Bobby Seale. Walls also made a
chauvinist remark about women’s liberation as “pussy power,” leading to
many “boos” in the convention audience. It’s uncertain where Chicago
Panther leader Fred Hampton was on this occasion, but another Panther,
Jewell Cook, continued a chauvinist line of comments. Cook said that the
“position for you sisters is … prone.” This hurt the Weatherman
contingent’s appeal to convention delegates.55

The convention became very fractious, with boos and jeers at the
Panthers and the Weatherman contingent. Interorganizational Secretary



Bernardine Dohrn impulsively decided to walk away from it, and
encouraged about 700 others to follow her. This effectively ended the
Students for Democratic Society, which had close to 100,000 members by
that time.56

U.S. intelligence waged a huge campaign against Dohrn and her
comrades at that convention. Did acid use lead to Dohrn’s impulsivity and
loss of emotional control to enact that walkout? Sociologist and former SDS
leader Todd Gitlin credited Dohrn’s action with “dismantling … the largest
American organization anywhere on the Left in fifty years.”57 Still, Dohrn’s
Weatherman remained the de facto revolutionary cadre.

U.S. intelligence didn’t have as much initial luck getting Columbia SDS
leader and icon Mark Rudd, nor his fellow Columbia SDS leaders, to use
acid. According to Lee and Shlain, Rudd

declined numerous offers to turn on with the Crazies (a militant offshoot of the Yippies) on the
grounds that it would interfere with his politics. The Crazies chided Rudd and his cohorts for
being straight-laced and ignorant of the youth culture, but Rudd’s crowd was not to be
persuaded. Finally the Crazies took matters into their own hands and put acid in the wine at a
Weather party without telling the hosts. Soon the place exploded into a frenzy of song and
dance; afterwards the local leadership agreed that LSD was inherently revolutionary, and they
[Rudd and other Columbia leaders] ordered every Weatherperson in New York to take the drug
and get experienced.58

Historians Lee and Shlain apparently didn’t realize, nor did Rudd and the
other Columbia leaders realize, that undercover FBI asset George
Demmerle was one of the Crazies’ leaders. Lee and Shlain actually
described Demmerle as one of many informants who received training at
the FBI’s “Hoover University” in Quantico Marine Base in Virginia. This
elite academy taught them how to infiltrate left-wing organizations. These
undercover agents “smoked pot and dropped acid with unsuspecting
radicals.” Lee said that New York radical circles knew Demmerle as
“Prince Crazy,” without connecting him with the Yippie offshoot group.59



Radical anti-War activist Jane Alpert detailed Demmerle’s work with the
Crazies. Alpert said Demmerle was thirty-eight-years old in 1968, and his
face looked like worn out rubber. He tried to convince her to drop
chemicals in manholes of New York’s financial district in order to blow out
the supply of electricity to major Wall Street corporations. She further said
Demmerle founded the Crazies, and she saw him man the Crazies booth for
many hours at the Woodstock music festival.60 Demmerle later revealed his
undercover identity when he testified in court against Alpert and other
radicals in the mid-’70s.61

Abbie Hoffman eventually got clean and sober, identifying himself as an
addict in recovery. Hoffman continued organizing protests in a more clear-
headed way against the CIA, and against U.S. intervention in Latin
America. Hoffman further organized successfully against nuclear reactors.
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In 1989 Hoffman was found dead of a reported suicide by barbiturate
overdose at 52 years of age.62

Doctors Warned: LSD Is Threat to Democracy

s early as February of 1968, experts saw what rampant expansion of
LSD usage was doing to America, and tried to warn their colleagues

to help stop it. For example, Cornell University Medical School professor
Donald Louria, M.D. wrote a column addressing this in the prestigious New
England Journal of Medicine. Prof. Louria had a regular column, “Medical
Intelligence,” where he first gave an overview of the latest studies on LSD
that indicated some substantiation to small benefits from the drug, but he
dispelled the truth to claims of any larger benefits.63

Professor Louria discussed how “a variety of prolonged, even
permanent, adverse reactions [from LSD use] are being reported
increasingly often.” Louria warned,

Many of the proponents of the LSD experience, undaunted by the lack of documentation of
benefits or the many tragedies caused by the drug, are irresponsibly and unconscionably
promoting the use of LSD or other equally potent hallucinogens. Advancing facile arguments
about individual freedom, trumpeting the alleged ecstasies, minimizing the dangers and
depending on personal charisma, these psychedelic missionaries are attempting by every
possible overt and covert [emphasis added] technique to inveigle young people into joining the
hallucinogenic drug movement. Such proselytizing is extraordinarily difficult to counteract.

Louria also warned that laws against LSD had failed to stop its spread,
which had “reached critical proportions in some areas of the U.S. and in
some colleges.” Louria then urged:

As with other public health problems, a vigorous education campaign is mandatory if those
unalterably committed to the potent psychedelic-drug experience are to be prevented from
subverting the majority of young people who are uncommitted but educable. The medical
profession must give itself fully to this educational effort but has not yet done so. If responsible
persons, including physicians, fail or abrogate their educative obligations, an enormous
increase in the use of LSD and other potent hallucinogens, with consequent medical and
psychiatric tragedies, will almost inevitably occur.

Even more important, the widespread use of LSD, or similar drugs waiting in the
psychedelic wings, could lead to a whole generation of psychedelic dropouts, incapable or
uninterested in addressing themselves to the important sociologic problems that challenge our
times. If this happened, the very structure of this democratic society would be threatened.



The recent writings of academicians, scientists, psychiatrists and beatnik philosophers
suggest that the LSD problem must be recognized as an integral part of a much larger issue;
this, put in its simplest form, is the question of whether man’s mind and emotions in the 21st
century should be unfettered or should be controlled by euphoria-producing or hallucinogenic
drugs or carefully placed electrodes. This question may seem to many hardly worthy of serious
consideration, but serious it is, and its answer may well determine the future course of our
civilization.64
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Acid, Bombings Impair 
 Weatherman Leaders

LSD makes people less competent. You can see their motivation for turning people on. Very often it’s
not necessary to give it more than just a little push. Make it available and the news media takes it up,
and there it is. They don’t have to stick their necks out very much.

– William S. Burroughs1

tudents for a Democratic Society (SDS) members in Weatherman
showed signs of a cerebral downturn in their behavior as their acid use

increased. Included were some of the brightest and most courageous of the
SDS leaders, including Bernardine Dohrn, Mark Rudd, Jeff Jones, Billy
Ayers and Kathy Boudin. Dohrn was an attorney who graduated from the
University of Chicago law school. Rudd had risen to the leadership position
at Columbia for his inspiring speeches and tactics, with Jeff Jones by his
side. Boudin, a bright, inspiring activist, was the daughter of a top radical
New York lawyer.

Acid Dulls Education Efforts of Best and Brightest

hen these top Weathermen, as the group came to be known, were
with SDS they helped lead protest actions. They also tried to

educate others through local chapter newsletters, as well as the national
SDS newspaper New Left Notes, explaining why they took their radical
stances. Other activists published in alternative magazines such as
Ramparts, New York City’s Rat and The Guardian, where non-SDS radical
activists Jane Alpert and Sam Melville worked.2

The U.S. government put out a barrage of propaganda in the mainstream
press to persuade people to support the war in Vietnam and the suppression
of Black Liberation leaders. SDS and other activists had to use their limited
resources to try to convince people otherwise. They had to be lucid, clear
thinking, and knowledgeable about the issues. Acid impaired these abilities.

Several of the Weather contingent’s leaders started taking an over-the-
top anti-intellectual stand that mirrored their increased acid uptake. Bill
Ayers initially had reservations about eating acid. He had taken a major role



in the University of Michigan’s Jesse James Gang and then became part of
the nucleus of Weatherman leadership. The Jesse James Gang was
Michigan SDS’s version of Columbia’s Action Faction. Writer Martin Lee
said that a White Panther, Ken Kelley, who edited an underground
newspaper, got Ayers to try LSD despite his having reservations about it,
and Ayers continued to use it while he was with the Weathermen (a later
action by Kelley would put into question his greater allegiance to the
Panthers or the FBI).3

Ayers ran for the position of Education Secretary of what remained of
the national SDS organization, now split in two, months after Dohrn led a
walkout at the summer of 1969 convention. The Weathermen ran one SDS
group; Progressive Labor ran the other. In his nominating speech, Ayers
announced with pride that neither he, nor former SDS leaders Mark Rudd
and Jeff Jones, had read a book in a year.4

The Weathermen first carried out ideas that Ayers proposed for
expanding their adherents. Even sympathetic historians regarded these
tactics as very futile and counterproductive. Weathermen marched with
Vietnamese National Liberation Front flags through local parks comparing
the first American Revolution to the need for current revolution. They also
held “jailbreaks”—invading community colleges and high schools, gagging
teachers and preaching to classrooms, leading to many Weatherman arrests.
They further fought Progressive Labor activists and police with their fists
and broken table legs.5

Weathermen interrupted other activist gatherings to announce their
October ’69 “National Action” in Chicago. This action involved
Weathermen planning a riot in Chicago they would later call the “Four Days
of Rage.” They tried preaching to others to recruit more participants in the
National Action. Many of these former SDS leaders acted with good
intentions after visiting anti-imperialist fighters from Cuba to Vietnam, but
their tactics appeared increasingly less effective in their initial year.

After Rudd’s first experience with acid in the summer of 1969, his
subsequent change of behavior was obvious. He began to promote the use
of LSD to the rest of his New York activists, and frequently behaved
irrationally. He toured the country “haranguing student audiences, and
engaging Progressive Laborites and others who disagreed with him in
bloody fistfights.”
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In general, he also displayed decreasing effectiveness at appealing to
college students. In a September appearance at Columbia University, he
paced back and forth away from the podium, brandished a chair leg and
yelled at the students for being soft, bragging about his preparation for the
revolution, saying, “I’ve got myself a gun—has everyone here got a gun?
Anyone? No?! Well, you’d better fuckin’ get your shit together.”

After about twenty minutes a short, stocky SDS member got up and said
Rudd had his turn and now he wanted to speak. Rudd glared at him and
tried to punch the SDS member who pushed Rudd into the podium. Rudd,
stunned, joined his friends on the side, gaining no Weatherman recruits that
day.6

In September, the trial of the Chicago Democratic Convention protest
leaders began. Chicago prosecutors accused the Chicago Seven (actually
eight with Bobby Seale) of organizing the protests and creating the riotous
atmosphere. Some SDS National Office leaders had attended the Chicago
Democratic Convention and were arrested there.7

The Chicago Black Panthers’ highly regarded leader Fred Hampton had
organized well with the SDS National Office. But when Weathermen such
as Mark Rudd started acting strangely after their acid use, Hampton’s
respect for them decreased. Earlier, Rudd made a speech at a Chicago event
co-organized by Hampton, and spoke about the Four Days of Rage in an
attempt to get the Panthers and white activists involved. Only one
movement group, Youth Against War and Fascism, ever offered support.
Hampton called Rudd “a ‘motherfucking masochist’ to his face and
proceeded to deck him with a single blow.”8

Acidheads’ Dubious Anti-War Tactics: Days of Rage

he Weathermen apparently hoped to draw thousands to the Four Days
of Rage in Chicago. But the first cold night they huddled around a

bonfire to keep warm, and found they numbered only about two hundred.
The total for the four days drew about six hundred participants. The
hundreds wore motorcycle, football, and construction helmets, along with
padded bras, pipes, first aid kits, and t-shirts with emergency numbers



written on them. Bernardine Dohrn tried to rally them saying it was the
second anniversary of Che Guevara’s death.9

Historian Kirkpatrick Sale described how the acid-addled Weathermen
went on a rampage chanting “Ho! Ho! Ho Chi Minh! Dare to struggle, dare
to win!” They also shouted, “Bring the war hoooome!” and “Off the pigs!”
They threw rocks and bricks through windows of posh apartment houses
and smashed the windows of parked cars. They sometimes pummeled a
solo policeman in their way. Police ran their cars through the Weathermen
throng, indifferent to hitting them. Police also beat many of the protesters
until they were mangled and bloody.10

On some days, Mark Rudd put on a fake moustache, suit and tie, and
simply watched from the darkness. Police arrested Rudd with three other
leaders on the fourth Day of Rage. The Weathermen smashed store and car
windows before the police grabbed and brutalized them. All the leaders
were arrested except Bill Ayers, Terry Robbins and Jeff Melish. The group
faced $2.3 million worth of bail bonds and up to five-year jail sentences.
But the longest jail time actually ended up being 112 days, because the most
seriously charged went into hiding.11

One faction of the SDS leadership was not aligned with the Progressive
Labor faction, nor the Weathermen. This group, Revolutionary Youth
Movement II (RYM II) had Mike Klonsky and Noel Ignatin as its
spokesmen. The Black Panthers and Young Lords, Chicago and New York-
based Hispanic activists, supported RYM II as they held peaceful
demonstrations in Chicago. After six Weathermen were shot and sixty-eight
arrested during the Days of Rage, Weatherman canceled its planned actions
—a rock concert, a march on the Chicago courthouse, and more
“jailbreaks” (encouraging students to walk out of school), in order to
rethink their mission and strategies.12

Historically, criticism of the Weathermen’s actions must be tempered
with an understanding of those violent times. By December 4 in Chicago,
police had raided Black Panther leader Fred Hampton’s home and murdered
him in his bed. A mass of evidence suggested it was an FBI orchestrated
assassination, one that also killed Illinois Panther leader Mark Clark.13

With the media accurately reflecting America’s mass-murder of
Vietnamese men, women and children, the Weathermen might be seen as
simply reacting by the only means left, as past peaceful protests hadn’t had
much effect. Still problematic is the Weathermen’s poor judgment on the
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best tactics for violent protests against the government-sanctioned genocide
in Vietnam.

With the national SDS splintered, few were left to carry the mantle of
protest on white college campuses. The Weathermen made national
headlines with their October action, albeit with articles titled, “Radicals Go
on a Rampage.” But campus SDS chapters didn’t know what to do about
the split, so campus chapters splintered, fell apart or declared themselves
independent. Most called the Progressive Labor SDS irrelevant, while one
Wisconsin SDS chapter popularly mocked the Weathermen with the line:
“You don’t need a rectal thermometer to know who the assholes are.”14

Acid-Addled Weathermen Laud Murderers

any Weathermen stayed committed to fighting against the war in
Vietnam and decided to use media attention to build their ranks with

a national convention to be held in December of 1969. With numerous
Weathermen still “underground” they decided to communicate the location
of their convention by word of mouth alone. To avoid infiltration around
this time, a number of Weather collectives instituted their own “acid tests.”
They made new members eat acid with them and then asked if they were
agents.

It failed to work at times, as exemplified by one undercover FBI asset,
Larry Grathwohl. During a two-day trip he said he was a “pig” (police or
intelligence agent), but added that being in the Army, he was “a pig for
what I did in Vietnam; because I stood by and saw brutality of what was
being done to innocent people.” He was accepted into a Cincinnati
Weatherman collective and, several months later, fingered two New York
female Weathermen for the FBI.15

Early in December of 1969, police arrested Charles Manson and his
“hippie” followers for the July 1969 murders of actress Sharon Tate and
four of her friends. Tate, a young film actress, was married to director
Roman Polanski (Chinatown), and eight months pregnant with their first
child. Attackers had stabbed her forty-nine times with a butcher knife. One
attacker also notoriously left a fork stuck in Tate’s belly. They smeared the
walls of her Bel Air, California mansion with blood, writing “Piggies” and



“Helter Skelter.” These were titles of songs by the Beatles from their
popular and sometimes politically radical White Album.

Charles Manson had a group of young girls living with him who were
taking lots of acid. He convinced them to commit these murders. An
underground Los Angeles newspaper named Manson “Man of the Year”
and ran his picture with the word “hippie” as the caption. The Weathermen
put Manson on a pedestal, saying he offed some “rich honky pigs.”16

By mid-December, with the Weathermen still worried about too much
agent infiltration, they let out that the Christmas weekend National Council
would be held in Flint, Michigan. SDS historian Kirkpatrick Sale gave a
detailed account of this event. Some four hundred attendees showed up in a
giant ballroom in a black ghetto of Flint, which they decorated with huge
psychedelic posters of Weatherheroes Fidel Castro, Eldridge Cleaver, Che
Guevara, Ho Chi Minh, Lenin, Mao Zedong, Malcolm X and Fred
Hampton.

At night they held mass meetings they called “wargasms.” The agenda
started with a group karate routine. It then proceeded with regular exercises,



followed up by songs they had created with radical lyrics, such as one to the
tune of the Beatles “Nowhere Man.”17

While the whole event appeared to reflect some of the more chaotic
thinking of the organizers, within the context of the times, things were
relatively rational until the nighttime speeches. Weatherleader Bernardine
Dohrn began by describing Weatherman actions in the recent months. “We
were in an airplane, and we went up and down the aisle ‘borrowing’ food
from people. They didn’t know we were Weathermen; they just knew we
were crazy. That’s what we’re about, being crazy motherfuckers and scaring
the shit out of honky America.”





Mark Rudd was not to be outdone. He said, “It’s a wonderful feeling to
hit a pig. It must be really wonderful to kill a pig or blow up a building.” In
debates that continued down this road, the mostly white gathering ended up
increasing its venom against all white people who weren’t revolutionaries,
until one Weatherman shouted to the audience, “All white babies are pigs!”

The nail in the coffin for what acid had done to their minds over the year
came with Bernardine Dohrn’s excitable speech about Charles Manson’s
murderous group. Dohrn exclaimed, “Dig it: first they killed those pigs,
then they ate dinner in the same room as them, then they even shoved a fork
in the victim’s stomach. Wild!”18 The Weathermen later proclaimed 1970
“the Year of the Fork” in Manson’s honor. They also held abstract debates
about whether killing white babies was “correct.”19

Acid-fueled irrational adulation for Manson spread. Yippie co-leader
Jerry Rubin, coming off his fame in the Chicago Seven Democratic
Convention protest trial, expressed his sentiments. Rubin said that when the
accused murderer appeared on television, he fell in love with Manson’s
“cherub face and sparkling eyes.”20

Researcher Martin Lee, in describing Weatherman’s December National
War Council, called it a “drug-crazed Wargasm conference.” But he said
that at the close of the four-day conference, the Weathermen “dropped acid
and danced all night long,” as if to indicate they had not eaten acid earlier.
If, in fact, they were not on acid when they spoke, this suggests the lasting
damage the acid did to their judgment. While dancing, Martin Lee said they
burst into spirited chants, including the appropriate “Women Power!” and
“Struggling Power!” but also “Sirhan Sirhan Power!” and “Charlie Manson



B

Power!” The Sirhan cheer seemed very inappropriate, given that Robert
Kennedy had evolved to oppose the Vietnam War.21

Kirkpatrick Sale said that in later months Bernardine Dohrn came to
regret lauding Charles Manson. Sale stated that some Weathermen tried to
stop using all drugs at this time. It’s unknown how soon Dohrn and others
did stop taking acid, but over the following years they did eventually regain
much clarity that helped their anti-War and anti-racist activism. They
conducted most of this activism while in hiding. All the Weathermen
decided to go underground at this National War Council and to split up into
revolutionary cells with eight to ten members.22

Activists Conduct Protest Bombings, Arsons Nationwide

y the end of 1969, activists inside and outside SDS and the
Weathermen began using different militant tactics. Besides the rioting

over civil rights issues, they also started setting buildings ablaze and
conducting bombings. They focused these actions mostly on military-
related buildings, while also targeting structures related to the government’s
murders of Black Panthers.

Kirkpatrick Sale wrote that the bombings actually started on college
campuses in the spring of 1968 to protest the draft and the Vietnam War. He
cited government statistics stating ten bombings occurred on campuses that
spring. Protesters reportedly conducted eighty-four bombings in the spring
of 1969 on campuses and ten more off-campus. Sale said, “In the 1969-70
school year, by an extremely conservative estimate, there were no fewer
than 174 major bombings and attempts on campus, and at least seventy
more off-campus incidents associated with the white political left, a rate of
roughly one a day.”23

By the end of 1969, police arrested some of these bombers, including a
foursome: Jane Alpert, her boyfriend Sam Melville, Nate Yarrow and
undercover agent George Demmerle on bombing charges. Yarrow’s
girlfriend, Patricia Swinton, had also taken part in the bombings and
became a fugitive.

Bombings began in July of that year to protest U.S. violence against
people of color in the Vietnam War, and U.S. government violence at home
against the Panthers. The Weathermen later printed a book titled Prairie



Fire, and Jane Alpert published a memoir, Growing Up Underground.
Alpert and the Weatherman writers described how they bombed buildings
owned by multinational companies that were bulwarks of American
imperialist actions that brutalized third-world people of color. These
bombers and others said they used the tactic of consistently calling
administrators of the buildings in advance to insure they were cleared, to try
and avoid any people getting hurt.24

Alpert’s group is a good example of acid’s effects on intelligent,
committed activists who saw their own militancy increase while acid
decreased their feelings of sanity and competency. Jane Alpert thought her
activist boyfriend Sam Melville was going crazy after a period of acid use,
when he talked about blowing up one of the only anti-War radio stations,
WBAI. After Alpert told Melville her thoughts, he tore a mirror off the wall
and almost hit her with it.25

Weeks later, Melville realized he was losing it, and said, “I don’t seem to
react well to drugs anymore.” Informant George Demmerle hadn’t been part
of the group, but Melville accidentally got himself and others entrapped by
Demmerle in a bizarre plan, after Melville told Demmerle almost
everything about his bombings. Police arrested Demmerle before Demmerle
revealed his agent status, and he testified against Melville and the others.
(Demmerle and other undercover agents regularly encouraged bombings to
gain activists’ arrests.)26

Jane Alpert protested the bigoted justice system by refusing to accept the
low bail set for her in New York when the Black Panther 21 had an early
bail set at $100,000 each. The judge rescinded that bail allowance when two
of the Panther 21 escaped to Algeria to join Eldridge Cleaver’s Panther
leadership there. Alpert finally agreed to leave jail on bail when one-time
Harlem Panther leader Afeni Shakur sent her a note saying,
“Revolutionaries belong in the streets, not in the jails.”27

Several Weatherman cells followed suit with political bombings in late
1969. By 1970, they appropriately changed their name to the Weather
Underground due to their status in hiding and to remove the sexist “man”
part of their name. In 1974 they published Prairie Fire: Political Statement
of the Weather Underground, in which they listed their long series of
politically motivated bombings.

Bernardine Dohrn, Billy Ayers, Jeff Jones and Celia Sojourn wrote
Prairie Fire and listed well over twenty political bombings they carried out



“to retaliate for the most savage criminal attacks against black and Third
World peoples, especially by the police apparatus.” The Weather
Underground and others also protested the government’s forced draft of
young American males to risk their lives carrying out this genocide.28

Prairie Fire listed bombings from October of 1969 to March of 1974.
They included Chicago’s Haymarket police statue twice and Chicago police
cars after the police murders of Black Panther leaders Fred Hampton and
Mark Clark. They also bombed the New York City police headquarters, the
Office of California prisons after the murder of Panther George Jackson in
jail, and the Department of Corrections in Albany, New York after the
police-guard mass murder of Attica prison inmates. Sam Melville helped
organize the prisoners’ several day takeover, and died in the Attica
uprisings.

They further bombed in protest of “U.S. aggression and terror against
Vietnam and the Third World,” as well as “institutions that most cruelly
oppress, exploit and delude the people.” These included the “Harvard war
research Center for International Affairs,” the U.S. Capitol after the
invasion of Laos, the Pentagon after the bombing of Hanoi and mining of
the harbors of North Vietnam. Some other bombings they mentioned
included the ROTC buildings, Vietnam War draft and recruiting centers,
and the “ITT Latin America Headquarters, following the fascist
counterrevolution in Chile in September 1973.”29

Other activist groups joined the Weather Underground in bombing
buildings owned by companies or agencies taking part in the government’s
murderous atrocities at home and abroad. They all reportedly called in
advance to evacuate the buildings in order to spare bodily harm. They
targeted ROTC buildings (197 acts of violence, from bombings to window
breaking, including the destruction of at least nineteen buildings, an eight-
fold increase over 1968-69 actions), government buildings (at least 232
bombings and attempts from January 1969 to June 1970, chiefly at
Selective Service offices, induction centers, and federal office buildings).
Activists also targeted corporate offices connected with American
imperialism, such as the Bank of America, Chase Manhattan Bank, General
Motors, IBM, Mobil, Standard Oil, and the United Fruit Company.30

The U.S. military’s invasion of Cambodia in 1970, after already
bombing the country for a year, sparked some of the biggest protests and
reprisals. Sale described how five thousand people stormed the Justice



Department building and needed to be turned away by massive doses of CN
gas (a highly toxic riot-control agent). Both Attorney General John Mitchell
and Weatherleader Billy Ayers said this “looked like the Russian
Revolution.” During nationwide protests, the National Guard shot twelve
students in Buffalo and two in Santa Barbara, one fatally. In Berkeley, four
thousand stormed an ROTC building with tear gas, bottles and rocks. At
Harvard, several thousand took over Harvard Square, burning three police
cars, and trashed banks and local stores. Students and street people caused
$2 million of damage in several nights of demonstrations.31

While the Weather Underground had purposefully splintered into a
multitude of cells around the country by 1970, they remained one of many
guerilla groups. Other groups involved in such militancy included the New
Year’s Gang, the Quartermoon Tribe (Seattle), the Proud Eagle Tribe
(Boston), the Smiling Fox Tribe (New York City), an unnamed group
around Columbia University, the John Brown Revolutionary League
(Houston), the Motherfuckers (moved from New York to New Mexico) and
various generally unofficial branches of the White Panthers. While the FBI
murderously targeted the Black Panthers, they also targeted the Panther-
inspired Puerto Rican Young Lords. Both the Panthers and Young Lords
were in solidarity with these other groups.32

In May of 1970, National Guardsmen fired 61 shots at random into a
crowd of student protesters, from a distance that was longer than a football



field, at Kent State University in Ohio. They killed four and wounded nine,
paralyzing one from the neck down. Ten days later, white police officers
also killed two black student protesters and wounded twelve more at
Jackson State University in Mississippi, which garnered less media
coverage.

These events sparked 169 bombings and burnings of ROTC and other
military-linked buildings that month. Student strikes, violent protests, and
takeovers led to the shutdown of over a third of the country’s over thirteen
hundred colleges and universities for a period of time. Some fifty schools
shut down for the entire year. All the National Guardsmen at Kent State
were subsequently exonerated for any wrongdoing.33

In February of 1970, a trial of the New York Panther 21 had begun with
trial Judge John Murtagh presiding over it. A report said the Weathermen
set off a bomb at the home of Judge Murtagh. They did this because of
Murtagh’s well-documented attempt to permanently imprison the New York
Black Panther leaders, who were later acquitted of all charges.34

Two weeks after the bomb went off in Murtagh’s home, a New York
Weather Underground cell’s bombs accidentally exploded in their
temporary home. They had been staying in a Greenwich Village townhouse
owned by Cathy Wilkerson’s father, a radio station owner who was away on
vacation. Wilkerson had taken the opportunity to assemble bombs there,
resulting in the complete demolition of the four-story building.

The wife and ex-wife of actors Dustin Hoffman and Henry Fonda,
respectively, lived nearby. They helped two naked Weather Underground
women, Cathy Wilkerson and Kathy Boudin, get out of the rubble and into
clothes. Wilkerson, Boudin and three others escaped. Another three Weather
Underground members—Ted Gold, Terry Robbins and Diana Oughton—
were blown up beyond initial recognition.35
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Chapter Twelve

CIA Traffics Acid; Leary & Panthers; Woodstock

If U.S. intelligence bodies collaborated in an effort to drug the entire generation of Americans, then
the reason they did so was to disorient it, sedate it, and de-politicize it.

– Prof. Carl Oglesby, 1966 SDS president in “The Acid Test and How It Failed,” The National
Reporter, Fall 1988.1

.S. intelligence appeared to counter the threat of radical underground
groups by targeting their mental functioning. They used ever more

complex schemes to continue promoting acid use as part of radical protest.
A prime example came with the Weather Underground’s operation to free
Timothy Leary.

Starting in the summer of 1969, the Weather Underground cells had
thrown “themselves into Mao and Marx, they practiced karate and survived
on brown rice diets … accustomed property feelings needed to be rooted
out, so that no one felt attached to ‘personal’ belongings … individualism
and selfishness had to give away to a collective spirit.” Also important at
this time was that “they tried abstinence from drugs, alcohol, even pets.2
But some Weather cells, including the leadership cell of Bernardine Dohrn,
Jeff Jones, Billy Ayers and others, still thought of acid guru Timothy Leary
as a hero.3

Timothy Leary’s top benefactor, Millbrook estate owner William Mellon
Hitchcock, had taken a more active hand in LSD distribution. His
Brotherhood of Eternal Love had become the top American acid trafficker
in the country.4 By 1967 Hitchcock financed the Brotherhood’s LSD
manufacturing and distribution group. The Brotherhood produced ten times
more LSD than when they had previously worked with Owsley Stanley.
Owsley’s partner, Tim Scully, remained a Brotherhood chemist.5

Hitchcock stored much of his money in Castle Bank in the Bahamas,
which was “set up by the CIA as a funding conduit for a wide range of
covert operations in the Caribbean,” according to Lee and Shlain. Castle
Bank’s founder, using a CIA proprietary company, Sea Supply, set up the
Golden Triangle mercenary army, which cultivated fields of opium poppies.



Sea Supply also supplied weapons to anti-Communist guerillas in that
Golden Triangle area near Vietnam.6

With the increased militancy of anti-War protests came a huge increase
in LSD production and distribution worldwide, supported by U.S.
intelligence. Hitchcock’s links to U.S. intelligence, along with his late
1960s acid trafficking, typified the continuance of MK-Ultra work. In the
summer of 1969, a key figure, Ronald Hadley Stark, came into the
Brotherhood of Eternal Love with a kilo of LSD (1.5 million doses). When
police in Italy later arrested Stark in 1975, an Italian judge ended up
releasing him because he “belonged to the American Secret Services.”7

After Timothy Leary left Hitchcock’s Millbrook estate in New York in
the summer of 1969, Hitchcock gave Leary a $14,000 check and had him
relocate near his Brotherhood of Eternal Love’s Laguna Beach headquarters
just south of Los Angeles. The Brotherhood provided for Leary’s living
expenses there and paid for his frequent travels to Berkeley, where they
rented a second place for him.8

In September of 1969, police arrested Leary on a marijuana possession
charge. Leary went to trial a number of months later, and his sentence made
big news, with Leary going to a minimum-security prison. The Weather
Underground planned a prison break for Leary. On September 20 of 1970,
Leary jumped a fence and climbed into a van driven by Weathermen, before
going to the hiding place of Bernardine Dohrn, Jeff Jones and others. The
Weather Underground referred to a “bombing” connected to this, which
might have been a small detonation for a distraction of some sort.9

The Weather leaders described Leary as a political prisoner who was
“captured for the work he did in helping all of us begin the task of creating
a new culture on the barren wasteland that has been imposed on us by
Democrats, Republicans, Capitalists and creeps.” They declared acid and
weed would help make a better world in the future, but for now “we are at
war … peace is only possible in the destruction of US Imperialism.”10

The Weather leaders got stoned with Leary and housed him for a while.
Leary shaved the top of his head, dyed his hair and grew a moustache. He
made proclamations through the Weather leaders’ communications
channels. Leary, changing for the times, no longer played the pacifist. He
now said, “Shoot to Live … To shoot a genocidal robot policeman in
defense of life is a sacred act.” Leary seemed to try to appeal to the Black
Panthers’ reaction to their genocide by the FBI and police.11



But Leary added, “World War III is now being waged by short-haired
robots whose deliberate aim is to destroy the complex web of free wild life
by the imposition of mechanical order … Blow the mechanical mind with
Holy Acid … dose them … dose them.” He urged everyone to “stay high
and wage the revolutionary war.”

The Weather Underground helped Leary make this escape with a false
passport. Leary and his wife flew to Algeria, where the Black Panthers in
Exile had a chapter. Eldridge Cleaver, the former national Black Panther
Minister of Information, headed the group with his wife, Kathleen, the
former National Panther Secretary of Communications (spokeswoman).
They accepted Leary, announcing at a “solidarity” press conference, “Dr.
Leary is part of our movement.”12 The Weather Underground role in
Leary’s prison break helped Eldridge Cleaver accept him. Cleaver had
previously announced his solidarity with SDS, the hippies, Yippies and
Weathermen.13

The Cleavers needed to keep their security tight, and they trusted few,
particularly since they didn’t get any kind of safety promises from the
Algerian government. U.S. intelligence spies remained a concern, and
Leary attracted media attention. The Panthers frisked all visitors, even
Leary’s friends, and drugs were banned from Panther headquarters except
on rare occasions when Eldridge Cleaver said it was okay. Leary tried to
persuade Cleaver to “free yourself internally before you attempt to free
yourself behaviorally.”14

Not long into Leary’s stay, Cleaver put Leary and his wife under house
arrest. CIA agents had infiltrated the Cleavers’ Panther encampment, and
undercover FBI agents in the New York Panthers were sending poison pen
letters to Cleaver. But Cleaver had his own reason to put the Learys under
house arrest. Leary had smuggled 20,000 hits of LSD into Algeria with
plans of turning Africans on to acid. Kathleen Cleaver said her husband
went to the government and showed them the package of acid he had
confiscated from Leary.15

Eldridge Cleaver became disgusted with Leary’s stoned escapades. He
sent out a communiqué to the underground press saying, “Something is
wrong with Leary’s brain. We want people to gather their wits, sober up and
get down to the serious business of destroying the Babylonian empire.”
Cleaver declared the psychedelic counterculture quasipolitical and
dangerous. Lee and Shlain detailed Cleaver’s communication about LSD as



describing Leary’s attempt to sell him on “drug induced totalitarianism.”
Cleaver concluded by saying, “To all those of you who looked to Dr. Leary
for inspiration and leadership, we want to say to you that your god is dead
because his mind has been blown by acid.”16

Evidence indicates that much of Timothy Leary’s prison break and travel
to Algeria was a CIA propaganda and espionage operation. For one thing,
Leary admitted knowingly working for the CIA since 1962. Secondly,
Hitchcock and U.S. intelligence agent Ron Stark’s Brotherhood of Eternal
Love financed every step of it, giving the unwitting Weather Underground
$25,000 to fund Leary’s escape from prison. When that plan succeeded,
Stark flew to the Brotherhood of Eternal Love’s ranch in California and
celebrated the operation’s success.17

Researchers Lee and Shlain said that the Brotherhood also supplied a
group of trained professionals to take Leary and his wife out of Algeria.
Undercover CIA agents who had infiltrated Cleaver’s Panthers in Exile,
likely aided Leary’s freedom and departure. When Cleaver put Leary under
house arrest, the Brotherhood bought his freedom for another $25,000. A
CIA-employed Algerian bureaucrat arranged exit visas for Leary and his
wife.18

Upon leaving Algeria, Leary entered Switzerland, where authorities
imprisoned him while reviewing his case. A mysterious benefactor and
gunrunner, Michel-Gustave Hauchard, pampered Leary while he was
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detained. Hauchard had strong connections in the Swiss government to
achieve Leary’s release. Hitchcock met Leary in Europe, as did LSD’s
founding chemist, Albert Hoffman. Hoffman had worked for American
intelligence, working with high-level CIA MK-Ultra agents. It is telling that
Leary asked Hoffman if there was any evidence of brain damage caused by
LSD. Hoffman said the dangers were only psychological and could be
avoided with supportive conditions while tripping.19

This statement made Leary appear more a burnt-out, manipulated
figurehead than a lifetime committed agent. California police busted Leary
when he returned home in 1973, and a judge sentenced him to five years for
escaping from prison, plus twenty from his earlier trial.20 Leary then
identified the Weathermen and their hideout for the FBI in 1974.21

Leary was sentenced to twenty-five years in prison, but in 1976 the
government paroled Leary early for good behavior. Leary went on to do a
college lecture circuit and even performed in nightclubs as a stand-up
philosopher. He later did a college circuit debate tour with G. Gordon
Liddy, President Nixon’s operative busted for Watergate spying on
Democrats, and the local sheriff who had arrested Leary at Millbrook in
1967.22

The original high-profile sentencing of Leary appeared to serve as a
psychological operation and propaganda coup. It continued Leary’s legend
and the reverse psychology promotion of acid. Since most youth were anti-
government at this time, busting Leary made it appear that the government
didn’t want youth to use acid. Actually, CIA agents and contacts remained
the largest manufacturers and traffickers of acid. The U.S. intelligence’s use
of acid’s subtle brain impairment to bring down the leftist rebellion
continued in order to counter an onslaught of tactics to stop the Vietnam
War.

Protesters Help End Vietnam War

any groups helped to end the Vietnam War. One was a Baltimore-
based clergy-linked peace movement. After standard marches,

rallies and letter writing campaigns, the Baltimore group took a new
approach to ending the drafting of young Americans to die in the Vietnam



War. In October of 1967, Catholic priest Philip Berrigan, artist Tom Lewis,
writer Dan Eberhart and Rev. James Mengel, entered a Selective Service
Board office in Baltimore and poured blood on draft files. For this action
they became known as the Baltimore Four.

While out on bail, Berrigan, his fellow priest and brother, Daniel, and
seven other Baltimore activists took draft files from a Catonsville
neighborhood of Baltimore and burned them in the parking lot with
homemade napalm. They left a statement saying America’s “religious
bureaucracy … is racist, is an accomplice in this war, and is hostile to the
poor.”23 This action and some of these same activists helped organize one
hundred similar actions nationwide, culminating in the Media,
Pennsylvania, FBI office break-in and document theft that exposed the
FBI’s Counterintelligence Program (Cointelpro), U.S. intelligence’s war on
anti-War and civil rights activists.24

Meanwhile, U.S. military atrocities in Vietnam grew. An “elite” Tiger
Force of U.S. troops tortured and executed prisoners. They threw prisoners
into “tiger cages” built by Texas military contractor RMK-BRJ, the
forerunner of Haliburton subsidiary KBR. The Tiger Force cut off executed
prisoners’ ears as souvenirs and made them into necklaces.

New York Times bestselling author Mike Davis reviewed more Vietnam
War atrocities and quoted officers who had witnessed them. The U.S.
military assault on the Vietnamese “grew to the routine slaughter of
unarmed farmers, elderly people, even small children.” As one former
sergeant said, “It didn’t matter if they were civilians. If they weren’t
supposed to be in an area, we shot them. If they didn’t understand fear, I
taught it to them.” Women and children were regularly killed. “A 13 year-
old girl’s throat was slit after she was sexually assaulted … an unarmed
teenager was shot in the back … and a baby was decapitated to remove a
necklace.” The latter incident finally got public attention and led to a five-
year investigation. Eventually, members of President Gerald Ford’s
administration buried the case.25

Students and other young adults heard about many of these atrocities,
and they saw friends come home in coffins or as amputees. They
empathized with Vietnamese, feared being drafted and killed, and
responded in various ways. They tried teach-ins, moved on to nonviolent
rallies and marches, then to civil disobedience, then violent opposition.



Students and young adults posed an increasingly important threat to the
oligarchy that supported the Vietnam War. The Alcohol, Tobacco and
Firearms Division of the U.S. Treasury did an extensive survey on anti-War
protest violence between January 1969 and June 1970, which

established that there were no fewer than 40,934 bombings, attempts, and threats (by
admittedly “conservative” estimate) during these fifteen and a half months, and of the 36% it
was able to attribute, something like 8,255 incidents were related to “campus disturbances.” By
extrapolation, we can figure that of the other 64%, at least 13,000 incidents could be attributed
to student activity, for a total of 21,000 incidents, or approximately 50 every day; of those, also
by extrapolation, one can estimate some 2,800 were actual bombings, or approximately six a
day for the entire period.26

Other researchers gave similarly large figures, and these actions inspired
violent protest in many countries. Author Peter Zimroth cited the Assistant
Secretary of the Treasury, who reported on compiled police sources
documenting 4,000 explosive and incendiary bombings over a period of
sixteen months. These acts resulted in “40 deaths, 384 injuries, almost $22
billion in property damage.”27 Violent anti-government protests increased
in Spain, Italy, France, England, Germany, Mexico and many other
countries from 1968-1970, as news from American media traveled
globally.28

One other aspect of these events complicates the certain identification of
the perpetrators of all these American war-protest actions. When
investigators looked at the 1970 Kent State shootings, they found a witness,
Dr. Elaine Wellin, who overheard uniformed and plainclothes officers
around a ROTC building before and after it was set ablaze. Wellin
overheard someone with a walkie-talkie say they should not send down the
fire truck, as the ROTC building was not on fire yet. In that same incident,
an FBI undercover agent fired a gun four times, which soldiers believed to
be protester sniper fire, one minute before the Ohio National Guard
commander ordered his guard to shoot at the protesters. This puts into
question how many other incidents were orchestrated to bring down martial
force against anti-War protesters and try to scare them away from their
protest actions.29

Around May of 1971, war protesters tried another tactic. A group calling
themselves the Mayday Tribe (or Above-ground Weather Underground) put
out a call for a new civil disobedience action—the blockage of government
all over Washington DC until the war was ended. Various anti-War activist
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collectives made their own decisions around blocking roads, bridges, and
government offices with barriers and their bodies. The idea was to produce
an action that created as much social chaos as possible while still
maintaining the support of much of the general public.

About 25,000 took part in this action. The Nixon administration used
approximately 14,000 police and national guardsmen to arrest 13,500
people. It was called the largest sweep-arrest in U.S. history, turning martial
law on bustling Washington DC.30

A final tactic, “fragging” by soldiers, also helped to end the war.
Fragging was a shorthand term for setting up a fragmentation hand grenade
to explode and kill a soldier’s own commanding officer or fellow soldier. A
particularly large number of black soldiers joined other soldiers in
conducting fragging against officers who tried to force them into combat
zones, partly to oppose the war and partly to spare their own lives. Military
lawyers estimated that only 10% of these fragging perpetrators ended up in
court.

A Congressional investigation reported 1,016 incidents of fragging
between 1969 and 1972. Historian David Cortwright noted that incidents of
enlisted men assaulting their commanding officers with all sorts of weapons
were likely in the thousands near the end of the war. By 1972, President
Nixon began de-escalating the Vietnam War.31

Superspy Helps CIA Push Acid Globally

n the summer of 1969, the top acid trafficker in the world, Ronald
Stark, came into the Brotherhood of Eternal Love with a kilo of LSD

(1.5 million doses).32 Ronald Hadley Stark started trafficking LSD on
multiple continents. Stark had business contacts with the Japanese Mafia,
who could smuggle acid into mainland China, the Soviet Union, and other
Communist countries. British researcher David Black extensively detailed
how Stark set up LSD laboratories and international trafficking
operations.33



Stark came to London at the same time as Cord Meyer, who had
previously worked as Cultural Affairs Chief for the CIA in Washington. To
researcher Black, Meyer coming to London appeared more than
coincidence. In his book Acid, he extensively detailed Stark’s work in the



CIA and regarding Cord Meyer. Black wrote, “Meyer was the overseer of a
world-wide operation to infiltrate international student organizations and
promote various cultural foundations which were, in reality, CIA fronts.” In
1967, someone leaked this to the American leftist Ramparts magazine, and
the CIA “kicked Meyer upstairs to serve as the CIA station chief in London
… the same period Ron Stark arrived there.”34

By the late 1960s, researchers discovered that the CIA was carrying out
operations against Americans, contrary to its charter, which forbids it to spy
domestically. Of course, the CIA’s Operation Chaos and MK-Ultra worked
with the FBI, while Operations such as “Merrimac” embraced various
forms of domestic spying. The New York Times archived government
documents describing Operation Chaos as the parent operation to Merrimac
that targeted anti-War activists. Stark’s activities exemplified the
continuation of CIA MK-Ultra’s operations in a widening global arena.35

By 1969, Stark worked on four continents, in at least a dozen countries.
He went from dining with millionaires to hanging out in California hippie
communes and elsewhere. In 1970, Stark acknowledged he worked for the
CIA.36

There is plenty of evidence to support Stark’s status as a U.S.
intelligence MK-Ultra superspy. Though physically unimposing, he was
described as an accomplished con artist who could speak ten languages
fluently and talk circles around anybody. He was bisexual and used drugs
and sex to manipulate people. Stark claimed a relationship to the Whitneys,
one of America’s richest families. He also maintained an expensive
Greenwich Village apartment, understood international finance, claimed
seats on many company boards, and assumed Hitchcock’s role as banker
and money manager of the Brotherhood.37

Ron Stark communicated on a regular basis with the American Embassy
in London, which helped him set up his Belgium lab after the CIA shut
down his Paris operation due to local investigators. He had 20 kilos of LSD
(fifty million doses) at the Belgium location. Lee and Shlain report it was
the largest amount of acid ever to come from one single underground
source, and most of it was sold in the United States. When federal drug
agents broke up the Brotherhood, Stark received all the money and property
confiscated. Reportedly, Stark immediately started a new British LSD
organization to take the Brotherhood’s place.38



As corroborated by British researcher David Black, Lee and Shlain
detailed how Stark maneuvered between Europe, Asia, Africa and America.
Besides running several acid laboratories and trafficking it worldwide, he
also ran a cocaine distribution ring in the San Francisco Bay area without
his Brotherhood cohorts knowing about it. By the mid-1970s, Stark’s
British group set up acid factories in London and then Wales. Black’s
estimates differ from Lee and Shlain’s claim about Belgium producing the
most LSD with 50 million doses. British Inspector Dick Lee found that
Stark’s laboratories produced “over a hundred million dosages of LSD” in
three years, before a police operation uncovered their activities, against
British intelligence wishes.39

As the lead British detective to uncover this LSD operation, Inspector
Dick Lee wrote a book about his investigation, Operation Julie (a name
made famous in a song by The Clash). Inspector Lee said “a British
chemical company supplied Red China with 400 million dosage units of
LSD.” Did these go to undercover agents working there to undermine
Communist China? Did the Opium Wars turn into the Acid War? Inspector
Lee received a warning from a high official that “he was not to do anything
that might embarrass Her Majesty’s Government.” Lee’s superiors began
boxing in his team’s investigation, saying they weren’t allowed to inquire
about the LSD traffickers’ Swiss banking accounts, nor their bank accounts
in Germany and France. They also prohibited Lee from investigating
anyone not already in custody by 1977.40

More evidence came forth regarding MI6 and the Tavistock Institute’s
close work with the CIA’s MK-Ultra. Black stated that Ron Stark worked
with an intelligence agent who also worked with Howard Marks, while
Britain’s MI6 was paying Marks as he was trafficking acid.41 Scientist
Steve Abrahms, of the Human Ecology Fund doing work in Britain, also
exposed the high-level joint effort of various U.S. intelligence agencies
regarding MK-Ultra: “Stark had told me he had worked for the Department
of Defense and was seconded to the White House.”42

When authorities arrested Ron Stark in Italy in 1975, they found
interesting evidence amongst Stark’s possessions that showed his numerous
global government and cultural connections. Among Stark’s belongings,
police found letters headed, “Dear Ron,” from an economic counselor at the
American embassy in London. A draft letter from Stark to the American
vice-consul in Florence talked about how conditions were not yet right for a



coup in Italy. Other letters connected Stark to acid dealers in Amsterdam
and Israel. Stark had a British passport with a different name, stamped by
Lebanon, Holland and Sweden. Stark also had phone numbers for band
members of well-known rock groups, including Rod Stewart’s old band,
Faces, the band Deep Purple, and the Grateful Dead.43

David Black further detailed how Stark worked as a “fixer in deals
involving various Arab royal families.” Stark represented Imam Moussa
Sadr in business deals. Sadr had a 1,000-strong army protecting his
cannabis plantations in Lebanon.44

And finally, Stark’s documents verified his connection with Italy’s Mafia
and undercover agents.45 According to a 300-page report issued by Italian
and Belgian investigators, U.S. and other NATO intelligence forces targeted
Italy from the 1950s on. The report, confirmed by the Italian Prime Minister
in 1990, stated that England’s MI6 and the CIA left “stay behind” armies
across Europe that included many agents who had been loyal to Hitler,
Mussolini and other fascist Axis-country leaders in World War II. These
agents worked directly with the CIA and MI6, creating a parallel secret
service to the Italian government’s intelligence agencies.46

An Italian court sentenced Ron Stark to fourteen years in prison for his
drug trafficking. Lee and Shlain described how, in 1978, the courts assigned
Bologna magistrate Graziano Gori, “to investigate and clarify Stark’s ties to
the US, the Arabs, Italian terrorists, and other mysteries. A few weeks later
Gori was killed in a car accident. The Italian government subsequently
charged Stark with ‘armed banditry’ for his role in aiding and abetting
terrorist activities, but he never stood trial on these charges.”47

In April of 1979, Judge Giorgio Floridia ordered Stark released from
prison. Floridia wrote that he released Stark due to “an impressive series of
scrupulously enumerated proofs” that Stark was actually a U.S. intelligence
agent. Floridia said these and many other “circumstances suggest that from
1960 onwards Stark belonged to the American secret services.” An Italian
parliamentary commission wrote a long report reviewing domestic
terrorism in the 1960s and ’70s. In a special section titled, “The Case of
Ron Stark,” they restated the CIA’s use of Stark.48 Judge Floridia also stated
that Stark received regular payments from Fort Lee, “known to be the site
of a CIA office,” and that one of Stark’s assistants also worked for U.S.
intelligence.49



M
Acid Damage Diverts Millions; Woodstock

any counterculture veterans endorsed the notion that the CIA
disseminated massive amounts of street acid in order to “deflate the

political potency of youth rebellion.” These included the Beat generation
writer William S. Burroughs and White Panther founder John Sinclair.
Burroughs wrote about his addiction in his autobiographical novels, Junkie
and Naked Lunch, before stating that LSD made people less competent and
implying that was why U.S. intelligence tried to get people using it.50

Former acid enthusiast John Sinclair had started the White Panthers
based on the socialist Black Panthers and also managed the rock group
MC5. Sinclair agreed that the CIA could have been behind the whole acid
movement to dampen the effectiveness of the anti-War movement. “It
makes perfect sense to me,” he said. “We thought at the time that as a result
of our LSD-inspired activities great things would happen. And, of course, it
didn’t … They were moving that shit around. Down on the street, nobody
knew what was going on.” Sinclair also said LSD blinded him from seeing
that everyone didn’t turn on to radical politics from acid.51

With their assets and growing control over mainstream media, the CIA
had the means for many MK-Ultra operations. They expanded the size of
their 1965 Acid Tests at the three-day long San Francisco Trips Festivals of
1966, where several thousand attended each day.52 This increased to tens of
thousands at the “Human Be-Ins” started in San Francisco.53 And twice as
many people attended the 1967 Monterey Pop Music Fest, when San
Francisco was an acid wasteland filled with undercover CIA agents. An
estimated 400,000 people attended the Woodstock Music Festival in upstate
New York in 1969. Dealers made sure there was plenty of the
Brotherhood’s Orange Sunshine acid for the crowd. “Nearly everybody was
blazed on something and unarmed policemen, clothed in bright red T-shirts
with the words ‘love’ and ‘peace’ emblazoned across their chest … let the
dopers do their thing. Lumps of hash were there.” Once someone is very
stoned on these so-called “gateway” drugs, it’s easier to talk them into
trying a new drug such as acid.54

At Woodstock, many groups started, or infiltrated, by undercover agents
attended: the Yippies, the Crazies (including at least one FBI informant,
George Demmerle), Motherfuckers, White Panthers, and Weathermen.
Attendee Jane Alpert detailed her conversation there with undercover agent



George Demmerle, the Crazies founder. The Yippies’ Bob Pierson, also an
undercover agent, and suspected undercover agents in the Merry Pranksters
attended.55 Thirty-one bands played at Woodstock, including the Grateful
Dead and other acid-rock bands. There weren’t any political speeches at this
festival except one unsuccessful attempt by Abbie Hoffman.56

Although known for conducting bombings, the Weather Underground
and those in similar activist cells were trying to battle injustice by
producing newsletters, books, teach-ins, and participating in rallies. This
mass dissemination of LSD decreased their competency as they struggled
against the oligarchy and its vast resources.

Acid use also became a staple of those who considered themselves
“hippies.” Former black activists have stated how police repression of their
fellow activists led them to “drop out of activism and join the hippies.” It’s
unknown how many other activists the hippie world lured with the
attraction of free love and supposed stoned bliss. But with the vastly greater
amount of acid produced and distributed by Stark’s minions, the answer is
likely at least tens of millions of people worldwide.57

One book, Substance and Shadow, cited Gallup polls reflecting this
increased LSD use in the U.S. The poll found only 1% of college students
responded to having tried LSD in 1967. That rose to 4% in 1969 and more
than tripled to 14% by the end of 1970, peaking in the mid-’70s. Another
report noted that by 1970, between one and two million Americans had
tried LSD.58

Other surveys reported that among young adults, LSD use kept rising
until 1979. That year, 25% of young adults, between 18 and 25, reported
having used a hallucinogen (predominantly LSD) in their lifetime. Another
study found that 16% of high school seniors had used a hallucinogen in
1975, while 25% used one by 1980, the last year before a decrease began
among that age group.59

These survey results suggest that while Stark was in prison from 1975-
79, his acid laboratories continued without him. The ongoing investigations
of these laboratories and distribution rings by honest lower-level police
officials, like British Inspector Dick Lee, were a factor in decreasing their
activities. By 1980, with conservative Republican Ronald Reagan capturing
the White House, the feeling of a need to sabotage young minds may have
decreased.



U.S. intelligence had duped millions of idealistic young adults into
damaging themselves. Carl Oglesby, a 1966 president of the Students for a
Democratic Society, wrote about LSD and ’60s activism, summing it up
well in an introspective article. After SDS, Oglesby worked as a journalist
and then taught politics at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and
Dartmouth College. In a 1988 article, “The Acid Test and How It Failed,”
Oglesby said,

What we have to contemplate nevertheless is the possibility that the great American acid trip,
no matter how distinctive of the rebellion of the 1960s it came to appear, was in fact the result
of a despicable government conspiracy.… If U.S. intelligence bodies collaborated in an effort
to drug the entire generation of Americans, then the reason they did so was to disorient it,
sedate it, and de-politicize it.60
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I

Chapter Thirteen

Intelligence Targeting of the 
 Rolling Stones & Other Bands

n the mid-’70s, the exposure of the FBI’s Counterintelligence Program
(Cointelpro) against leftist activists gained ground and led Senator

Frank Church and other politicians to head up committees for investigation.
These committees often fell short of exposing the full panoply of U.S.
intelligence operations, and minimized the atrocities they did uncover.
Nonetheless, they did publish their findings. A few independent journalists
and media organizations reported on some of these findings. Future
Undersecretary of Defense William Bader spearheaded the Senate Church
Committee investigation, which included CIA officials admitting that well
over 400 members of the media, and almost all the media ownership, lived
dual lives in their work for the CIA.1

Another important finding by the Church Committee (officially, the U.S.
Senate Select Committee to Study Governmental Operations with Respect
to Intelligence Activities) was a document proving U.S. intelligence had a
special longtime concern about political musicians, and sophisticated
strategies for attacking them. In his book The Covert War Against Rock,
Alex Constantine first published part of this document taken from a section
on the FBI Cointelpro strategy. The memorandum detailed many tactics
used against political musicians. It instructed agents:

Show them as scurrilous and depraved. Call attention to their habits and living conditions,
explore every possible embarrassment. Send in women and sex, break up marriages. Have
members arrested on marijuana charges. Investigate personal conflicts or animosities between
them. Send articles to the newspapers showing their depravity. Use narcotics and free sex to
entrap. Use misinformation to confuse and disrupt. Get records of their bank accounts. Obtain
specimens of their handwriting. Provoke target groups into rivalries that may result in death.2

While the FBI orchestrated lower-level targeting of political musicians in
this regard, the CIA and MI6 appeared to have a slightly different agenda in
their first work with musicians. Excepting the FBI, the CIA Director
supervised all 14-plus intelligence agency directors. A goal of the CIA’s



MK-Ultra was to get popular musicians to use drugs and influence other
musicians to do the same. This would provide easier manipulation of these
musicians, and also aid the CIA’s media assets in their goal of promoting
drugs, as these musicians were often seen as role models.3 It would
influence the population in general, but particularly the more suggestible
teens and young adults protesting racism and the war.

Did U.S. intelligence promote and elevate many American musicians in
exchange for their collaboration with MK-Ultra goals? As previously
detailed, Dave McGowan wrote about the inordinate number of musicians
living in the Laurel Canyon area of Los Angeles whose parents had elite
military and wealthy white Anglo-Saxon Protestant backgrounds. These
bands and musicians included Jim Morrison (the Doors), David Crosby (the
Byrds, and Crosby, Stills and Nash), Stephen Stills (Buffalo Springfield and
Crosby, Stills and Nash), John Phillips (The Mamas and The Papas), Mike
Nesmith (the Monkees), Gerry Beckley (America, of “Horse with No
Name” fame). Some of these musicians appeared to aid MK-Ultra goals,
such as Jim Morrison’s popularizing of acid, along with Crosby holding the
party where Beatle George Harrison tripped his second time and Ringo first
tripped.4

Mae Brussells, a radio journalist in the 1970s, listed many famous
musicians she believed the CIA targeted through MK-Ultra. She said, “All
of these musicians were at the peak of a creative period and success at the
time they were offered LSD. Their personalities altered drastically.
Optimism and gratification were replaced with doubt and misery.” Brussels
included folk musician Phil Ochs in this list, while noting the incredible fact
that he “just happened to be touring Africa when a native ‘robber’ jumped
after him and cut his throat so that it affected his singing? [Ochs was] the
most political symbol of protest against the war in Vietnam, [whose songs
were sung by] Bob Dylan, Joan Baez, and many others, selected from
millions of U.S. tourists for assault to his vocal chords.” She included a
timeline of MK-Ultra and linked murderous operations.5

Rolling Stones Targeted and Brian Jones Murdered

n 1968, Mick Jagger attended a demonstration against the Vietnam War. It
inspired him to write and release a single, “Street Fighting Man,” an ode to



I radical anti-War protesters.6 It included the lyrics: “The summer’s here
and the time is right for fighting in the streets,” as well as “Hey! Think

the time is right for a palace revolution.”7

After the previously discussed 1967 setup by undercover U.S.
intelligence agent David Schneidermann to dose Mick Jagger, British police
began regular stops and searches of Mick Jagger and Keith Richards from
1967 to 1969. Jagger’s girlfriend, Marianne Faithfull, said there were
“many, many busts.” She said that on one of these searches of Mick
Jagger’s car, the police planted drugs during their search. After the police
officer planted the drugs, Jagger then “set the guy up—the detective,
whoever he was—to pay him off, and filmed the payoff with a hidden
camera. Needless to say, all charges against Mick were immediately
dropped. But all that persecution takes something vital out of an artist.”8

Multi-instrumentalist Brian Jones, who founded the Rolling Stones, was
the most publicly outspoken band member against British war policies
supporting the U.S. in Vietnam, and as such, a prime target for MI6 and the
rest of British intelligence. Jones’s first arrest came on May 10, 1967, the



day his bandmates Jagger and Richards went to trial on the Schneiderman
setup.9 Jones was convicted for possession and use of marijuana and
received a nine-month jail sentence. He was arrested a second time in 1968,
and this time sentenced to three years probation. About that arrest, Rolling
Stones bassist Bill Wyman said that a dozen police officers entered Jones’s
home, “to bust another one and end the Stones for good.”10 Wyman said
they found one planted vial of marijuana. Citing these two convictions,
British authorities denied Jones a visa to leave the country with the Stones
in 1969, on their first American tour in three years.11

By the summer of 1969, British intelligence appeared to target Brian
Jones more severely. Nicholas Fitzgerald, a member of the Guinness beer
family, was a longtime friend of Jones and wrote a book about him.
Fitzgerald said that Jones had bought a new home at Cotchford Farm and
had people hanging out there, supposedly working on the grounds.
Fitzgerald said that Jones couldn’t get rid of these people. Jones told
Fitzgerald they were constantly answering his phone and saying it was the
wrong number, and hiding his motorcycle from him. Jones also said his
phone would go dead mid-conversation.12

Bandmate Bill Wyman said this group’s intimidations led Jones to decay,
“physically, mentally and musically.” His inability to join the Stones’
American tour and other factors led Jagger and Richards to at least
temporarily ask Jones to resign from the Rolling Stones. After some initial
depression, Brian Jones bounced back from this. In mortal fear of prison, he
reportedly gave up all drugs except wine.13

Despite these setbacks, Brian Jones had good prospects for the future.
Author A.E. Hotchner , the former longtime editor for Ernest Hemingway,
said Jones “was enthusiastic about his band plans. He had talked to Jimi
Hendrix and John Lennon, and both were seriously considering joining up
with him to form a new band.”14

This pairing of socialist John Lennon, with the increasingly politically
radical Jimi Hendrix and Jones, would have been a British and U.S.
intelligence nightmare because of the bandmates’ universal appeal and
leftist political influence. Top military strategists reported intelligence fears
of black radicals and white antiwar radicals joining forces.15

On July 3, 1969, Brian Jones died, reportedly due to an “accidental
drowning in his swimming pool.” After reading the official reports from



witnesses and the coroner about what happened that night, Hotchner found
many inconsistencies. The official report was that Brian Jones died of an
accidental drowning; the coroner said he might have had an asthma attack.
Brian’s father said Brian hadn’t had an asthma attack in years. The coroner
also found trace amounts of a speed-like drug and alcohol in his body, but
not enough to explain accidental drowning. This led Hotchner to his own
investigation, which led to many interviews.16

Rolling Stone guitarist Keith Richards said, “We were completely
shocked about [Jones’s] death. I got straight into it and wanted to know who
was there and couldn’t find out.” Richards continued, “I’ve seen Brian
swim in terrible conditions, in the sea with breakers up to here … he was a
goddamn good swimmer, and it’s very hard to believe he could have died in
a swimming pool.” Richards concluded: “Some weird things happened the
night Brian died … We had some chauffeurs working for us, and we tried to
find out. They had a weird hold over Brian. There were a lot of chicks there
… they were having a party … It’s the same feeling with who killed
Kennedy. You can’t get to the bottom of it.”17

Hotchner detailed the statement of Brian Jones’s close friend, Nicholas
Fitzgerald, who gave an eyewitness account. Fitzgerald said he had been to
Jones’s home, and Jones asked him to pick up a friend in the nearby village.
Fitzgerald said he and a friend had dinner in the village, but couldn’t locate
the person to pick up. They called Jones and a strange woman answered the
phone. When Fitzgerald asked to speak to Jones, she wouldn’t respond.
Fitzgerald heard a lot of noise and loud music as if a party was going on.
Jones hadn’t mentioned having any party that night. So Fitzgerald and his
friend went back to Jones’s house.

A car was blocking Jones’s driveway with its headlights on facing the
road. The two walked around to the back where there were woods and a
swimming pool. They came to a spot where they could see the pool and saw
three men who looked like workmen, overseeing the drowning of a man.
One had his hand on the swimmer’s head while another commanded a third
man to jump on the swimmer’s back. The commanding man then ordered
another man to jump in and help hold the swimmer under the water.
Another woman and man watched.18

The man being drowned was Brian Jones. Suddenly, a large man came
out of the bushes and said, “Get the hell out of here, Fitzgerald, or you’ll be
the next.” Fitzgerald also couldn’t understand how this stranger knew his



name, unless he was part of a spy ring watching Jones. Fitzgerald further
said he was too scared to tell police or anyone else until he published his
account in a book years later.19

Hotchner also found and interviewed a man who had proof he worked at
Brian Jones’s house that night. The man agreed with Fitzgerald’s account of
seeing several men drown Brian Jones. Fitzgerald further said that after he
witnessed the Jones murder with his friend, the friend went missing, never
to be seen again.20 The failure of police to detain the party members and
investigate this as a murder, as well as the media cover-up of eyewitnesses’
immediate accounts of a drowning, suggests this was an MI6 operation.
MI6 has similar, though lesser, control over British media as its CIA
counterpart’s over American.21

Hotchner published his book with the above accounts around 1990, but
more information came out by 1994. England’s Independent reported that



A

police were considering reopening the investigation into Jones’s death,
“after claims in two new books that he was murdered. The books both name
Frank Thorogood, who died last year, as the man responsible for the
killing.” One of the authors, Geoffrey Guiliano, said an unnamed associate
of Thorogood’s admitted helping him hold Jones’s head under the water.
Witnesses added that Thorogood made a deathbed confession.22 A third
author talked to a murder witness who said someone from the group of
electricians that murdered Jones may have slipped a drug in a brandy Jones
was drinking to make the drowning easier to cover up.23

Altamont, Hell’s Angels and the CIA

s discussed previously, undercover U.S. intelligence agents such as
David Schneidermann pushed drugs on the Rolling Stones and other

musicians. This appeared part of U.S. intelligence’s systematic plan that
was also reported by agent Steve Abrahms under MK-Ultra. Music industry
workers such as attorney Dan Cronin, who used to work with top musicians
for record companies, revealed one of his duties. He said he was told to
regularly provide various drugs to the musicians with whom he worked.
The question remains: why did drugs become the norm amongst so many
musicians? Was this a “natural” phenomenon, or did U.S. intelligence
promulgate this trend, not only with acid, but with cocaine, heroin,
amphetamines and other drugs?24

By 1968, Mick Jagger gave the CIA and MI6 more reason to target him.
Jagger had made political statements to the press, including: “War stems
from power-mad politicians and patriots. Some new master plan would end
all these mindless men from seats of power and replace them with real
people, people of compassion.”25 Besides attending antiwar demonstrations
and their lyrics calling “for a palace revolution,” the Stones recorded the
song, “Gimme Shelter,” in 1969. This song included the antiwar lyrics,
“War, children, it’s just a shot away … murder, rape, it’s just a shot away …
Mad bull has lost its way.”

In their promotion of that song and its album, Let It Bleed, the Stones
scheduled a November 1969 American tour. At the end of this tour, they
tacked on a free show in California at Altamont Race Track in a musical



event billed as Woodstock West. It would be their first appearance in
America since Britain allowed them to leave—the same tour that had
planned to leave Brian Jones behind due to his drug charge. The Altamont
show occurred five months after the murder of Brian Jones, and details
suggest it was conceived by U.S. intelligence. For one thing, suspected
MK-Ultra collaborators, the Grateful Dead, organized the event, and other
bands in the line-up also had suspected intelligence links.26

The Altamont Music Festival took place in December of 1969. Mick
Jagger flew to the show by helicopter with Tim Leary seated beside him.
Similar to the 1967 San Francisco Human Be-In, Leary sat onstage in full
view of the crowd throughout the Stones performance. The media’s
elevation of Leary as a figurehead of the anti-War movement must have
made it easier for the Grateful Dead to convince the Rolling Stones to
include him.27 The Grateful Dead and agents instigated the large gathering
of people to trip on acid while ostracizing any anti-War message.

Other evidence points to the Grateful Dead’s collaboration with U.S.
intelligence via the Hell’s Angels, whom they had often used for security.
The Angels and similar biker gangs included ex-military and helped traffic
guns between states. A London Telegraph article noted that the FBI had
undercover agents working in Hell’s Angels, purportedly to find and arrest
subversives. An ATF (Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms) agent testified in
court that the ATF contracted with the Oakland Angels’ leader Sonny
Barger to murder Black Panther National Minister of Information, Eldridge
Cleaver, as well as Cesar Chavez, who headed the migrant farmworkers
union.28

The Grateful Dead once again enlisted Oakland’s Hell’s Angels to
provide security at the Altamont Music Festival. The Angels were in charge
of keeping people off the unusually low, 39-inch-high stage.29 Someone
supplied the Angels with 1,000 hits of amphetamine-laced LSD for the
event.30 The motorcycle gang guzzled beer and ate amphetamine-laced
LSD by the handfuls throughout the day’s festival, leading them to behave
in brutal ways. They were well prepared, “loaded with weapons—knives,
chains, lead pipes, tire irons and sawed-off pool [sticks] with lead-weighted
ends.”31

Dealers of acid and other drugs hawked their wares to concertgoers. It’s
likely these dealers included local undercover FBI and CIA agents, as had
been the case at New York’s Woodstock Fest. The crowd of 300,000



suffered so many bad trips, and broken bones from Angels’ beatings, that
physicians at nearby Haight-Ashbury and Berkeley free clinics ran out of
the antipsychotic treatment for LSD, Thorazine, in half an hour.32

Filmmakers at the festival described many incidents of the Hell’s Angels
clubbing anyone who tried to get near the stage, or cameramen trying to
take pictures of their bloody bludgeoning.33 Yet cameramen did capture
movie film of a murderous incident where someone managed to climb on
stage for a moment. When the Rolling Stones were playing “Sympathy for
the Devil,” an eighteen-year-old black man, Meredith Hunter, stood near the
stage, took out a gun and climbed onto the stage only a few yards from
Mick Jagger. Before Hunter could fire the gun, a Hell’s Angel named Alan
Passaro pulled him down from the stage, grabbing his gun arm and stabbing
him. Other Angels finished the job, killing Hunter.

While most accounts see this incident as part of the Angels’ random
violence, the film Gimme Shelter appeared to show Passaro and other
Angels stepping out of line, away from the others to thwart what looked
like a planned shooting of Mick Jagger and/or another Rolling Stone. It
showed Hunter holding a gun as if ready to shoot. An autopsy revealed he
had methamphetamines in his system at the time. An Angel on the stage
told Jagger, “You gotta get down … that guy’s got a gun out there and he’s
shooting at the stage.” Actually shooting or not, the gun was large, visible
and was reportedly loaded.34

What explanation could there be for Meredith Hunter to step up onto the
stage with a gun? While theories abound, the notion that someone paid
Hunter to do this is certainly possible. Those plotting to kill Jagger likely



wanted to divide black activists and white activists. A black man shooting
Mick Jagger could have helped drive a wedge between these groups.

Mick Jagger was sued by Meredith Hunter’s family, and settled for
$10,000. In either a bizarre coincidence, or purposeful action to warn others
about thwarting a planned intelligence murder operation, some years later
Hell’s Angel Alan Passaro was found dead in the Anderson reservoir with
$10,000 in his pocket.35

Attacks on the Rolling Stones continued after the Altamont Music Fest.
The Associated Press reported that a former Hell’s Angel named Butch was
placed in the witness protection program when he testified to the Senate
Judiciary Committee. He said the Angels had an “open contract” to murder
Mick Jagger, purportedly for not defending them over the Altamont
stabbing.36

Butch testified to at least two more Angels-planned attempts to murder
Mick Jagger. In the mid-1970s they sent an Angel with a gun and a silencer
to stake out a hotel Jagger was to stay in, but he didn’t show. Later, when
Mick Jagger stayed on Long Island, a Hell’s Angels chapter tried to carry
out a murder plan there. They piloted a boat and transported plastic
explosives to Jagger’s house, but were foiled by a storm just before Jagger
left that location. The murder of bandmate Jones and the murder contracts
given to the FBI-infiltrated Oakland Angels suggest these were a series of
successful attempts to scare outspoken anti-War singer Mick Jagger into a
lower profile politically.37

Both Keith Richards and Mick Jagger eventually abused or were
addicted to such drugs as cocaine and heroin. The intelligence-manipulated
mainstream media made them and the late Brian Jones poster children for
drug abuse. During this time the Stones stopped writing political lyrics, but
began again in the early 1980s with the song “Undercover of the Night,”
about the brutality of the U.S.-supported fascist regimes in South America.
MTV banned the video for that song, purportedly due to its violent
content.38
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Chapter Fourteen

U.S. Intelligence Targets Joplin & Hendrix

.S. and British intelligence appeared to target musicians from
historically oppressed groups, particularly early in their careers.

Examples of such early targeting arise in two trail-blazing activist rock
musicians, one female and one black. Evidence suggests that intelligence
agents entered the lives of musical prodigies Janis Joplin and Jimi Hendrix
early in their careers.

“Queen of Rock” Janis Joplin Targeted with Speed & Heroin

anis Joplin, whom National Public Radio would later dub the first
queen of rock ’n’ roll, had a typically hard time breaking into the male-

dominated rock world of San Francisco, but she clearly had star talent early
on.1 After growning up in Texas, Joplin attended the University of Texas at
Austin, where the school newspaper highlighted the bluesy white singer in
the early 1960s. By 1963, she had moved to San Francisco, where
musicians such as Toni Brown said, “The word was out that there was this
singer … who was going to be very big.” Joplin also became a hit on the
second stage of the 1963 Monterey Folk Festival, where she won three
singing contests, and major label record companies soon wanted to sign
her.2

By 1964 a U.S. intelligence-linked man entered Janis Joplin’s life. In San
Francisco that year, Joplin dated a man who called himself Michel
Raymond, and who had told another girlfriend he worked for the FBI.
Raymond worked for the French Army during the Algerian conflict, and
sold a communication system to revolutionary groups in the Middle East
and North Africa.3 Joplin’s publicist said years later that neither Raymond’s
“name nor his history was his own.” He had “a fraudulent international
pharmaceutical company he set up in Canada to obtain drugs.”4 All of this
suggests Raymond worked with intelligence agencies in general and likely
had joined U.S. intelligence.



The physically attractive Michel Raymond was deceitful and
manipulative. Raymond obtained pure amphetamines through his fraudulent
pharmaceutical company. A musician friend of Joplin’s said Raymond got
Janis to use speed regularly until she was “totally strung out. She was
emaciated … almost catatonic, just not responding.” Janis’s publicist also
said, “Her speed experience was induced by a man. He had been the cause
of it. He had brought her lower than she had ever been in her life.”
Raymond asked Joplin to marry him and they were engaged for a while,
until Joplin found out he already had a pregnant wife.5

Researcher Mae Brussells stated that Janis Joplin’s first LSD was
administered surreptitiously. When Joplin discovered what happened, she
ran to spit it out. Her publicist described Janis Joplin’s second acid trip.
Someone was passing around a bottle of wine filled with acid and didn’t tell
her what was in it. Joplin took a big swig of the wine before someone
revealed it was filled with LSD.

“‘ACID,’ Janis shrieked, ran to the bathroom, and forced herself to
throw up.”6

Biographer Alice Echols wrote that in 1965, during an amphetamine
drought in San Francisco, Janis Joplin turned to heroin and became
interested in George Hunter, who had moved from Los Angeles to San
Francisco and started a band called the Mainliners. Echols related that
Hunter’s initial success was “due less to his musical ability than to his good
looks and vision.” Hunter also lured beatnik kids, “out of the coffeehouses
and onto the dance floors,” with bands and parties. Hunter admitted to
Echols that he rejected Joplin’s quest to join his band, saying, “I had no idea
[Joplin] was a musician because the whole scene we were part of was



connected to dope [heroin].” It’s uncertain if the Mainliners name stood for
“mainlining” (injecting) heroin. They later changed their name to the
Charlatans, and some dubbed them the first psychedelic rock band when
they started tripping in 1964.7

At the start of 1966, Janis Joplin joined the band Big Brother and the
Holding Company. Despite the reports of her not liking LSD, she and the
band attended the Trips Festival in early 1966.8

Janis achieved sobriety for a while, and her fame grew to the point where
promoters scheduled her with Jimi Hendrix, The Mamas and The Papas and
others at the Monterey Pop Music Festival in the summer of 1967. That
concert got Joplin’s Big Brother and the Holding Company signed to
Columbia Records, where a number of their recordings topped the charts.

During this time, Big Brother and the Holding Company moved near the
Grateful Dead at Lagunitas, and, “Janis often hung out at the Dead’s
house.” Biographer Echols said, “Not everyone in or around the band was
shooting speed, but once Janis moved to Lagunitas, she found little support
for staying clean.”9

As previously mentioned, the Grateful Dead’s first manager published a
1971 book revealing that the Grateful Dead dealt heroin in the 1960s,
presumably to finance their early tours. But it may have had another
purpose: to get many local musicians hooked to make it easier to get control
over them.10 Pushing speed, heroin and acid appeared to be mainstays in
that MK-Ultra-linked crowd.

Janis Joplin’s on-and-off struggles with heroin are well known. She
joined a growing list of music stars who had either dabbled in or become
strung out on it. While MK-Ultra undercover agents and scientists
manipulated Janis Joplin’s San Francisco home area in the 1960s, it’s
uncertain if any suspected agents besides Michel Raymond specifically
targeted her. However, researchers filed Freedom of Information Act
requests, and FBI documents revealed that surveillance and discussion of
Joplin had begun by the time of Woodstock in the summer of 1969.11



In 1970, Janis Joplin planned to participate in two huge, unprecedented
anti-War music concerts. These “Festivals for Peace” raised a lot of money
for the peace movement. In Joplin’s third appearance on the nationally
popular Dick Cavett television talk show, she announced two of these Peace
Festivals, with the first scheduled in New York’s Shea Stadium that August
of 1970, and the second scheduled for Philadelphia. With a U.S. intelligence
tactic used more often later, police refused to provide security for the latter
show, and got it cancelled.12

By October of 1970, Janis Joplin had fallen back into using heroin again,
which she exclusively bought from her usual dealer. That fall, the dealer’s
supplier had apparently given him a batch of heroin that was 40-50% pure,
four to ten times purer than the average. Joplin died within ninety minutes
of injecting it. All of the dealer’s customers would die from that batch.
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Janis’s sister Laura said rumors persisted that the CIA had arranged her
sister’s death, but she didn’t know if there was any truth to them.13

Just before her death, Joplin, with a backup band, had recorded the
album Pearl. It included a cover of a song by her one-time lover Kris
Kristofferson, “Me and Bobby McGee,” a co-written “Mercedes Benz,” and
a birthday song she recorded for famed Beatle John Lennon. Pearl sold
over 4 million copies, topping the Billboard sales chart for nine weeks.14

Jimi Hendrix Drugged … and Murdered?

n the U.S, Jimi Hendrix found little fame in the mid-1960s while he
toured with music legends such as Sam Cooke, who was the first black

musician to produce his own records before his career was cut short by his
murder. In 1966 Jimi Hendrix moved to England where he would initially
reach stardom. In England, a “former” spy, Mike Jeffery, coerced his way
into managing Hendrix. Jeffery had worked for British MI6. Jeffery’s
continued partnerships with CIA-linked figures, his sudden huge wealth,
and his skills at acquiring CIA-type tax havens in the Bahamas suggests he
maintained MI6 work undercover.15

Black artists were a particular intelligence focus because of left-wing
radicalism among them. By 1968, Jimi Hendrix became popular worldwide.
The assassination of Martin Luther King Jr. that year led Hendrix to
actively support the Black Panthers and engage in more radical-left
activism.16 Former Air Force Secretary Townsend Hoopes said one of the
government’s greatest fears was “the fateful merging of anti-war and racial
dissension.” The widely admired Jimi Hendrix aided the bridge between the
predominantly white anti-War movement and black civil rights activists.17

FBI and police targeting soon began against Hendrix in the U.S., and
other countries aided their efforts when Hendrix went abroad. Such
collaboration is common through the international police group Interpol.
Also, while British and U.S. intelligence collaboration is well known, at
least one former MI6 agent said the CIA actually looked to his agency for
guidance, as American intelligence was partly created by British
intelligence.18 While this relationship isn’t certain, and may have changed



over the century, British intelligence’s three-hundred-plus-year head start on
the CIA supports the possibility of this claim.

The FBI started a closely guarded file on Hendrix and placed him on a
security list of subversives to be rounded up for detainment in case of a
national emergency.19 Police detectives began round-the-clock surveillance
of Hendrix and his band.20

When Hendrix traveled north of the U.S. border, Canadian federal police
arrested him at an airport, claiming he transported drugs.21 Biographers
Harry Shapiro and Caesar Glebbeek cited Hendrix saying he’d never take
such a risk and that his manager, Mike Jeffery, set up that airport arrest. The
biographers described many ways Hendrix’s manager stole from the famed
guitarist and tried to sabotage him. Hendrix’s biographers said that, contrary
to popular belief, Hendrix produced his first classic album with virtually no
drug use. Then, after getting into drugs for a while, Hendrix gave them up
except for moderate alcohol and marijuana use.22

The media didn’t give up on their manufactured image of Jimi Hendrix
as a constant user of LSD. They also fabricated his having a heroin
addiction. Various media sources claimed Hendrix was with different
women all the time. In fact, Hendrix was living with his fiancée Monica
Dannemann when he was only twenty-seven, contradicting this image.23

These Jimi Hendrix biographers and Monica Dannemann further claimed
that Hendrix’s manager Mike Jeffery consistently sabotaged the guitar
legend’s political activist work. Dannemann believed Hendrix when he said
he thought Jeffery dosed his drink with a large amount of acid before one
political benefit show that caused him to end his set early. Dannemann said
Jeffery and his associates had also attempted to control Hendrix by
constantly giving him drugs, in an unsuccessful attempt to get him addicted.
In fact, she said, in his last year of life, Hendrix “spoke out against drugs in
interviews, as well as some of his songs.”24



According to the same sources, Mike Jeffery’s Mafia connections were
extensive. In 1969, a Mafia group kidnapped Hendrix for several days.
Jeffery gained Hendrix’s freedom by purporting to have help from a larger
Mafia family.25 Researchers have previously noted the CIA/FBI/Mafia
links. Hendrix biographers Shapiro and Glebbeek believe Jeffery set up this
Mafia kidnapping to intimidate Hendrix not to fire him, as Hendrix was
reportedly trying to do at the time.26 On another occasion Jeffery brought
over a Mafia marksman to intimidate Hendrix regarding a business deal.27

The Hendrix biographers also said Jeffery’s business partner, band manager
Jerry Morrison, was a former propagandist for a CIA-supported Haitian
dictator.28

Jeffery controlled Jimi Hendrix in other key ways, besides just trying to
keep Hendrix from participating in any political activism. Jeffery created a
concert schedule that had Hendrix criss-crossing the country from one
concert to the next, leaving him exhausted with jet lag. This helped Jeffery
and others around Hendrix to more easily manipulate him and push drugs
on him. When Jimi Hendrix finally fired the former MI6 agent, Hendrix
was dead within forty-eight hours.29

Rumors still swirl about the manner of Hendrix’s death, and none of the
accounts are completely consistent. Monika Dannemann reported that on
September 17, 1971, the day after Hendrix finally fired Jeffery, she found



her fiancé unconscious in their London apartment bed before noon. Hendrix
had been at a party the night before where people had given him pills. He
showed her the handful then flushed them down the toilet. Unable to sleep,
he took multiple doses of Vesperax sleeping pills. The next morning, she
went out briefly and came back to find Hendrix unresponsive. Dannemann
called an ambulance. Hendrix died either before arriving at the hospital or
an hour after, according to differing reports. While biographers Shapiro and
Glebbeek found some discrepancies within Dannemann’s account of
Hendrix’s last twenty-four hours, most of their eyewitnesses’ reports
backed Dannemann’s general description.30

The coroner reported that what Hendrix had in him—a non-fatal dose of
sleeping tablets, a small amount of alcohol, a trace of the barbiturate
Seconal, and 20 mg of amphetamine—shouldn’t have killed him. So the
official cause of death was described by one source as possibly being:
“inhalation of vomit due to Barbiturate intoxication.”31 It is likely that at
the party someone spiked Hendrix’s drink with the amphetamine, and
possibly the Seconal, found in his system.

Monika Dannemann’s memoir and Shapiro and Glebbeek’s biography
described how official foul play was rife after Hendrix’s death. Dannemann
said that when police investigated her place, they failed to take anything,
and warned her to not say anything about the death. An official British
inquest resulted in the London coroner and the inquest members declaring
an open, inconclusive verdict on Hendrix’s death. The inquest called only
three witnesses to testify: Dannemann, Hendrix’s road manager and the
coroner. They failed to have the ambulance workers, the people Hendrix
saw at the party, or the hospital doctors testify. Additionally, when
Dannemann traveled with reporters to whom she could give her opinions
about Hendrix’s last twenty-four hours and officials’ foul play thereafter,
someone damaged Dannemann’s thinking and communication by dosing
her with LSD.32

Police also presented false information on Hendrix, backing up
erroneous media reports that Hendrix was suicidal and used drugs heavily.
After his death, press accounts described Jimi Hendrix as an “overdosing …
wild man,” and a violent, hard drinking, drugged up sex maniac.33 Police
said that on the night he died, Hendrix left a message on the answering
machine of his friend and former manager, Chas Chandler, in which he said,
“Help me, man!” Chandler said he didn’t own an answering machine.



Later on, Monika Dannemann came upon new and disturbing evidence.
The coroner also found an unidentifiable compound in Hendrix’s body.
Well-respected doctors told Dannemann that because the coroner waited
several days to do Hendrix’s autopsy, any poisons in his system might not
have been in a detectable state.34



In 1975, the magazine Crawdaddy investigated and concluded that a
death squad of undercover intelligence agents killed Hendrix.35 While that
magazine’s sources aren’t known, in 1992 England’s Attorney General
ordered an inquiry. Scotland Yard also re-examined the case, but failed to
conclude that foul play occurred.

Dannemann, Shapiro and Glebbeek easily contradicted Scotland Yard,
exposing their cover-up of contradictory evidence. Scotland Yard claimed to
quote Hendrix’s attending doctor, Dr. John Bannister, saying Hendrix was
“dead on arrival … [dying] in the ambulance or at home.”36 The ambulance
workers denied this.37 The hospital’s official report had Hendrix’s hospital
arrival time as 11:45 a.m., and pronounced dead at 12:45 p.m.38

Dannemann claimed Hendrix was alive when the ambulance workers took
him from their apartment. Whether or not Hendrix was dead on arrival,
what happened during that hour? Scotland Yard couldn’t give Dannemann
an answer. When she asked what Dr. Bannister had to say about it, Scotland
Yard told her he had been struck off England’s official medical register of
all doctors in the country, without any further explanation.39

Mike Jeffery confiscated all of Hendrix’s recordings and belongings in
his New York studio. It took twenty-five years for Al Hendrix to gain the
rights to his son’s music from Warner Records. On albums and
memorabilia, Warner records made over $100 million in sales, while Al
Hendrix was only given $2 million.

As happened in other targeted musicians’ deaths, several close to Jimi
Hendrix died in uncertain ways after him. Close friend Devon Wilson last
saw Hendrix at the party the night before he died. Months later, she died of
a reported overdose, but friends who saw the scene of her death said it
looked like a violent murder.40

Several people sued Mike Jeffery for money he owed them. A judge
allowed Jeffery to travel for business during the trial, and he reportedly died
in a plane crash in 1973. Because a witness only saw Jeffery’s jewelry to
identify him, some believe he escaped with the shell company fortunes he
amassed. Jeffery created his tax haven shell with the same Bahamas
institutions that worked earlier with William Mellon Hitchcock and later
with George H.W. Bush’s CIA in the BCCI/Iran-Contra scandal.41

Another Hendrix-linked death occurred much later. Monica Dannemann
said Jeffery threatened to kill her if she published the memoir about



Hendrix she wrote in 1971. She said she lost her book manuscript twice
between 1971 and 1973, first to a thief she believed Jeffery sent, and then to
a Jeffery associate.42 In 1995, she finally published a book about Hendrix’s
activist political plans, Jeffery’s sabotage, and government cover-up. News
reports said Dannemann killed herself in 1996. Her close friends believe
she was murdered. They said Dannemann received death threats over the
years, and had just finished a long interview for a film on Hendrix.43

In 2009, new information came to light regarding Mike Jeffrey’s work
on behalf of British and U.S. intelligence in their orchestration of Jimi
Hendrix’s murder. One of Jimi Hendrix’s roadies, James “Tappy” Wright,
published a memoir, Rock Roadie. Wright claimed that Mike Jeffery made a
drunken confession in Wright’s apartment one night in 1971. Wright said
Jeffery confessed to having Hendrix murdered. The emergency room
doctor, John Bannister, also said that after examining Hendrix it was
“plausible” that Hendrix was murdered. 44

Police investigating Hendrix’s death failed to investigate Mike Jeffery
despite Hendrix’s lawyer, Henry Steingarten, and Monika Dannemann
knowing that Hendrix had just fired him. While it’s widely reported Jeffery
“formerly” worked for MI6, a London Times reporter also wrote that Jeffery
“flaunted his connections with organized crime and the FBI.”45
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Chapter Fifteen

The Assassination of John Lennon

hile the Beatles officially broke up as a band around 1970, Beatles
lead singer/songwriter John Lennon had a solo career from about

1968 until 1975. Lennon initiated his split with the Beatles after he started
dating Yoko Ono and separated from his wife Cynthia in 1968. He began
producing songs solo or with Yoko in late 1968, and married her a year
later.1

Some say the fact that Yoko Ono’s family was one of the wealthiest in
Japan suggests her work for a collaborating Japanese intelligence agency.
This is uncertain. John Lennon did say he was having a lot of bad acid trips
and decided to stop taking it for a while, but both Ono and his Apple
Record label press officer encouraged him to keep using acid.2 John Lennon
also started using heroin with Yoko Ono, who reportedly tried it before
him.3 Lennon ended up writing the songs “Me and My Monkey” and “Cold
Turkey” about his heroin addiction, before detoxing from the drug in the
1970s.4

John Lennon’s drug use failed to stop him from developing radical leftist
politics. He talked about being an atheist and started associating with
nationally known anti-War activists Jerry Rubin, Abbie Hoffman and
Rennie Davis. He held anti-War events and did a benefit concert to free
imprisoned activist John Sinclair.



Lennon had sporadically written songs about radicalism with the Beatles,
such as “Revolution.” Once he went solo he continued to produce more-
radical political songs including “Give Peace a Chance,” “Working Class
Hero,” “Imagine,” and “Power to the People.” Lennon also paid for
billboards in twelve countries announcing: “WAR IS OVER – IF YOU
WANT IT.”5

Despite stopping the use of LSD, Lennon’s earlier use of acid had
residual effects, appearing to cause him hallucinogen-induced anxiety
disorder, a not-uncommon problem with heavy acid users. Lennon had
toured comfortably with the Beatles for years, but on his own in the 1970s,
he admitted he vomited for hours before taking the stage, due to
performance anxiety.6

Lennon continued to write activist songs and, in 1972, he produced an
album titled Some Time in New York City. The album was almost
exclusively political, supporting feminists, Irish Nationalists and Black
Panthers. Asked in 1971 if he was becoming increasingly radical and
political, he said, “In my case I’ve never not been political, though religion
tended to overshadow it in my acid days.”7

Also in 1972, John and Yoko cohosted the Mike Douglas show for a
week, where they introduced radical anti-War activists to a huge new
audience of Americans.8 Lennon further helped organize a planned
disruption of the 1972 Republican National Convention.9

For four years Lennon fought with President Nixon’s administration
while they tried to deport him via extradition for a 1968 possession-of-
marijuana charge in Britain.10 Lennon believed the marijuana arrest was a



F

frame-up. It occurred when John and Yoko took up temporary residence in
Ringo Starr’s London apartment. A reporter warned Lennon that a detective
and his drug squad were after him. Lennon cleared the apartment of any
drugs, but believed the drug squad planted some marijuana. The detective
who was on the scene would later be charged with corruption. Lennon pled
guilty and paid a 150-pound fine to avoid a conflict with the government
that could have gotten Yoko deported.11

In 1972, when the FBI were following Lennon’s activities prior to the
Republican National Convention, a source told the feds that Lennon had
contributed $75,000 to the group planning to disrupt the Republican’s
convention. About the same time, the FBI issued a memorandum—one of
over hundreds of pages in his FBI file—stating a domestic arrest of Lennon
on drug charges could make him deportable. The documents also revealed
how the New York City Police Department was attempting to arrest both
Lennon and Ono for narcotics use in 1972, “to neutralize any disruptive
activities of” Lennon.12

Another biographer also lent credence to heavy intelligence involvement
in Lennon’s life. He wrote that FBI agents, “attended his concerts, studied
his song lyrics ... CIA men shadowed him in his private life ... and tapped
his phone.” On the Dick Cavett Show, Lennon said what really scared him
was how openly and brazenly he was harassed. Even so, Lennon continued
to address peace rallies, including one in New York attended by 20,000
people in 1972.13

Lawyer’s Conclusion: CIA Murdered Lennon

enton Bresler made broader claims in a 1989 book, Who Killed John
Lennon? Bresler, a lawyer and top London legal reporter with decades

of experience, conducted an eight-year investigation showing there was an
extensive cover-up regarding Lennon’s murder. Working as London’s Daily
Mail and Sunday Express legal correspondent, Bresler said he fought for
years with functionaries of the Freedom of Information Act to get copies of
217 pages that the FBI had in their file on John Lennon, and four pages that
the CIA had in their file on him. Bresler said the FBI pages alluded to many
more pages in the CIA files that they wouldn’t release.14



These and other FBI Cointelpro documents, along with findings by a
judge and former Cointelpro agent Wes Swearingen, indicate the ongoing
political targeting of John Lennon.15 Many other research investigations,
including one by the New York Times, revealed how the CIA joined in these
operations against American leftists in the 1970s with its Operation
Chaos.16 While Operation Chaos officially ended in 1973, former CIA
agents such as John Stockwell reported its continuance. High-level CIA
whistleblower Victor Marchetti also reported Operation MK-Ultra’s
continuance, and further evidence supports this.17

By 1973, public outcry along with overt and underground activists’
work, led political leaders to investigate U.S. intelligence’s corrupt
activities. Congress began an investigation into U.S. intelligence’s covert



operations that year. Richard Helms, the CIA Covert Operations Director,
feared people would find out about the MK-Ultra program. In the 1950s,
Helms’s CIA Director Allen Dulles had allowed him to run a percentage of
the programs without a formal contract. This reportedly would help protect
the reputations of academics running the program by having deniability that
they officially worked for the CIA’s MK-Ultra program. Helms at least
temporarily stopped MK-Ultra in 1973 and destroyed all documents
connected with it (though many remained in linked financial
departments).18

Focusing more on Lennon’s murder, Bresler uncovered evidence of
much government foul play against the musical icon, and the author
reviewed the known political activism of Lennon that put him in opposition
to the incoming Ronald Reagan’s right-wing presidential administration. By
the early 1970s, Lennon considered himself a socialist and, “became more
and more active in radical politics.”19

Lennon stayed out of the public eye from 1975 to 1979, to focus on
raising his new son Sean. In 1976, Lennon finally got his Green Card,
allowing him to stay in the U.S. In 1980, Lennon released two albums of
music that quickly rose to the top of the charts.20 Lennon also signed a legal
document about the Beatles agreeing to reunite for a concert within the next
five years, partly to stop a stageshow called Beatlemania.21

While spying and threats of deportation led Lennon to closet his activism
after the early seventies, this changed in 1980. Shortly after his musical
comeback, Lennon sent press releases about his support for an important
Teamsters strike. As noted by a Newsweek “Special Report” on Lennon,
written after his murder, Lennon was scheduled to march with the striking
workers and sing at their rally. The workers were Japanese-Americans
striking for equal pay with their white counterparts. And, Lennon was just
one month away from being allowed to become an American citizen when
he was killed.22

The FBI and CIA files obtained by Fenton Bresler indicated the FBI had
ordered their agents to keep Lennon under constant surveillance.23 On
December 8, 1980, at 10:50 p.m., John Lennon came home with Yoko Ono
to their New York apartment in the Dakota building. Twenty-five year-old
Mark Chapman was standing near the sidewalk entrance to Lennon’s
apartment as Lennon walked by. When Lennon was less than twenty feet
away, Chapman took out a .38 caliber snub-nosed gun, crouched in a



combat stance and fired at him. Chapman hit Lennon in the back and
shoulder with four highly lethal hollow-point bullets. Chapman then
dropped the gun, took off his jacket, folded it up next to his feet, took out
the book The Catcher in the Rye, and read it until the police came. Lennon
was rushed to the hospital where he died after doctors spent eleven hours
trying to save him.24

In Who Killed John Lennon? Fenton Bresler cited evidence
incriminating U.S. intelligence concerning Lennon’s murder and
investigation. Bresler detailed his evidence indicating that the CIA
orchestrated Mark Chapman’s assassination of John Lennon. In summary,
Bresler documented how an Atlanta area police officer trained Chapman in
shooting and gave him the bullets with which he killed Lennon, on behalf
of U.S. intelligence.

Bresler showed how this could be easily done. He first cited a New York
Times article discussing CIA training of local police officers in a dozen
major cities including New York.25 Bresler believes that the CIA worked
with Atlanta police intelligence in commissioning help with the
assassination.

Phil Strongman, a critically praised music writer who authored five
books and edited another two, also investigated Lennon’s murder for his
book John Lennon: Life, Times and Assassination. Strongman agreed with
Bresler about the Atlanta police officer, whom Strongman names as Dana
Reeves. Bresler said Reeves had a pseudonym, Gene Scott, and only used
that name (but Reeves will be used here). Fenton Bresler and Strongman
separately gave provocative evidence that Reeves guided Chapman through
his path of becoming a drugged and hypnotized CIA tool, in the way other
investigators believed had been done with Robert Kennedy’s assassin,
Sirhan Sirhan. Bresler detailed how Reeves had first known the younger
Chapman when he was still in high school. Bresler cited Chapman’s history
of drug use at that time, including the regular use of LSD beginning at age
fifteen and heroin use while still a teenager.26

Dana Reeves was working as a Dekalb County sheriff’s officer in the
Atlanta area, where he developed a close relationship and extreme control
over Chapman by the time he was nineteen years old. Chapman’s parents
feared Reeves’s involvement with their son, and said the police officer
changed their son’s personality. For example, the parents and others
described Chapman as anti-gun throughout his teens, but Reeves turned



Chapman on to guns, training him to be a very competent shooter. Chapman
had worked at a regular YMCA summer camp in Atlanta. In 1975,
Chapman applied for exotic positions in YMCA’s abroad program, first
unsuccessfully in the Soviet Union, despite not speaking Russian, and then
working in Beirut, Lebanon in June 1975. He had just turned twenty in
May.27

Bresler believed that the CIA “blooded” Chapman in Beirut to aid his
becoming a programmed killer. Bresler described this as exposing someone
to the kind of constant gun murders going on in war-torn areas such as
Beirut, in order to desensitize them to killing. Many researchers, such as



Watergate muckraker Bob Woodward, described the massive CIA presence
in mid-1970s Beirut. The country was involved in its second civil war at
that time.28 Beirut was also the site of a U.S. naval intelligence base and a
CIA assassination training camp.29

Furthermore, Philip Agee, a leading CIA-whistleblower, cited the CIA’s
use of international YMCA facilities for their operations abroad, and said
that at least two active CIA officers were on the YMCA’s board of directors.
Chapman had reportedly never heard gunfire before and brought home tape
recordings of bombs, gunfire and screams from the wounded people just
outside the windows of his temporary home, working for the YMCA in
Beirut.30 After about six months in that position, Chapman received a job,
as special assistant to the director of the YMCA’s camp, working with 5,000
South Vietnamese refugees for five months in Fort Chaffee, Arkansas. A
percentage of these refugees had been working for the U.S. military’s
puppet leader of South Vietnam in the war that just ended.31

Fenton Bresler said that refugee camp placed thousands of refugees into
homes and then closed up in December of 1975. Dana Reeves picked Mark
Chapman up from Arkansas and took him back to Atlanta. They were living
together in 1976, when Reeves suggested that the 21 year-old Chapman get
a job as an armed security guard. Chapman had quickly turned from hating
guns to scoring an 88 out of a 100 in a pistol-shooting test for which he
only needed to score a 60.32

By January of 1977, Mark David Chapman decided to make a move
halfway around the globe to Hawaii—a location with seven major military
bases. On a security guard’s salary, Chapman flew to Hawaii, came back
again to Atlanta briefly and then was back in Hawaii again. This time,
biographers purported that Mark David Chapman was diagnosed and
treated for clinical depression at Castle Memorial Hospital, a Seventh Day
Adventist hospital, in the summer of 1977. University of California
Professor Peter Dale Scott stated that Chapman actually went through CIA-
developed behavior modification at Castle Memorial Hospital.33 Bresler
and Strongman agree that in Castle Memorial and in other locales, the CIA
was developing Chapman into an assassin. Bresler detailed how after two
weeks of treatment at this private hospital, they released Chapman. Weeks
later, Castle Memorial Hospital hired him to work in maintenance, and then



in customer-relations there for the next 27 months, until November of
1979.34

In support of Bresler’s, Strongman’s and Prof. Scott’s claims about
Castle Memorial Hospital, Chapman’s biographers reported Chapman flew
around the country and around the world at least twice. In one of the trips
he visited a dozen countries for over six weeks, at times staying in
expensive hotels. This would have been highly improbable on his meager
salary. Castle Memorial Hospital reportedly “gave him a loan” to do this.35

In late 1979, Chapman left his job at Castle Memorial for another
security guard job in Hawaii. Soon after, Chapman started becoming very
interested in a book, The Catcher in the Rye. Bresler and Strongman believe
Chapman’s CIA handlers used the book as one of their hypnotic triggers for
Chapman. In 1980, shortly before Chapman came face to face with John
Lennon, he was back living with police officer Dana Reeves, who trained
him to improve his marksmanship. Reeves also gave Chapman special
police hollow-point bullets. These bullets are extra-deadly as they expand
upon impact and tear up the body more.36

Around the first week of December, an article said, Mark Chapman
somehow attained a $2000 loan from the credit union of Castle Memorial
Hospital again, despite not working there in a year. The article said he used
it to travel to Chicago to see his grandmother, before heading to New York.
On the night of December 8, 1980, Chapman came to John Lennon’s New
York City address and waited for Lennon to arrive late from his recording
studio. When Lennon arrived, Chapman kneeled down in a combat stance
and shot Lennon with four bullets closely cropped in a tight circle in
Lennon’s back, from about 20 feet away. Chapman shot a fifth bullet that
missed Lennon falling to the pavement. A statement from the coroner at
Lennon’s autopsy reports it was difficult to distinguish the separate bullet
holes.37

There were few at the scene. Yoko Ono had come home with John
Lennon but had been far ahead of him, inside their apartment building when
Chapman shot Lennon. She told the man at the desk to call the police and
then came outside to kneel beside her husband. A witness from an
apartment building across the street described only being able to see two
people—Mark Chapman and the apartment’s doorman, Jose Perdomo, at
the gate of the apartment. Chapman could have escaped to a subway
entrance just across the street. Instead he took off his coat, folded it up, and



took The Catcher in the Rye out of the pocket.38 Despite Lennon being
declared dead on arrival at Roosevelt Hospital, a team of seven surgeons
tried to resuscitate him, to no avail, as he had lost 80% of his blood.39

When Fenton Bresler investigated John Lennon’s murder, he talked with
Lieutenant Arthur O’Connor, who headed the New York police district of
one million people, where Lennon had lived. Lt. O’Connor said he had
never experienced such pandemonium: “Within two hours of Lennon’s
murder, there were literally 150 reporters at the station house. It was like we
were under siege.” This exemplified the international interest and influence
of Lennon, underscoring why his leftist activism was a threat to the CIA
and the oligarchy.40

Lt. O’Connor admitted to Bresler that someone could have programmed
Chapman for the murder of Lennon. “I studied him intensely,” he said.
“[Chapman] looked like he could have been programmed, and I know what
you are going to make of that word! That was the way he looked and that
was the way he talked.”41 He was the second police officer to make this
assessment.42 After Chapman was arrested for killing Lennon, his bizarre
behavior was never checked with a drug test.43

So, attorney and crime reporter Fenton Bresler believes the CIA’s MK-
Ultra program hypnotized Mark David Chapman, with the aid of drugs, to
become an assassin. Author Phil Strongman agreed with Bresler’s general
assessment. Bresler reviewed the history of MK-Ultra, and quoted other
researchers, such as former CIA official John Marks, and attorney Daniel
Sheehan of the Christic Institute, who also investigated cases of MK-Ultra
hypnotized assassins.44

Strongman had one different belief regarding the icon’s assassination.
Strongman believed that the CIA likely used a backup marksman to aid in
the assassination of John Lennon. Strongman stated that the full name of the
doorman seen with Chapman at the murder was Jose Joaquin Sanjenis
Perdomo. Strongman said that “various other books, and newspaper
accounts, have established links between the Dakota doorman ‘Jose’ and a
Jose who was an active anti-Castro Cuban. Cuban Information Archives
have shown that a ‘Jose Joaquin Sanjenis Perdomo’ was active during the
CIA’s 1961 Bay of Pigs invasion as an armed member of Brigade 2056.”
Other authors interviewed a CIA spy employee who said Perdomo had been
on the CIA payroll for at least ten years, including involvement in the



Nixon Watergate burglary. Strongman further claimed that one of the first
policemen on the scene of the murder initially believed that Perdomo, rather
than Chapman, killed Lennon.45 Whoever actually fired the fatal bullets,
evidence indicates that U.S. intelligence was involved.

Bresler said that government officials then took part in a cover-up.
Various officials altered evidence and reported losing official documents to
stymie his investigation. For example, when Bresler documented
Chapman’s exact travel in the days leading up to Lennon’s murder, he found
that officials altered some documents on Mark Chapman’s itinerary, and
reportedly “lost” other key official documents regarding the days just prior
to the murder.46 Bresler found many contradictions concerning Chapman’s
whereabouts in those days. When Bresler later asked for copies of the
official record, government administrators first denied Bresler access,
before the New York District Attorney’s office said it had disappeared from
the office records. Bresler noted that this was in line with the YMCA saying
it couldn’t find its records on Chapman’s work with them, as well as the
fact that many CIA and FBI documents in Chapman’s file allude to
particular pages that were never released.47

Millions grieved over John Lennon’s death at the early age of forty. His
widow Yoko Ono asked for people to conduct silent vigils on December 14.
New York Mayor Ed Koch, actress Jane Fonda, and her husband, SDS
leader-turned politician Tom Hayden, convened with an estimated 100,000
in Central Park. Estimated hundreds to thousands gathered in city squares
all over the U.S. and around the world, including 20,000 in Liverpool,
England, and several thousand in Melbourne, Australia.48 By that
Christmas, radio stations worldwide played Lennon’s anti-Vietnam War
song, “Happy Xmas (War is Over)” multiple times daily.49

In line with Jimi Hendrix, the Rolling Stones and others, John Lennon’s
life and death presents another example of the way American and British
intelligence targeted leftist musicians. They appeared to manipulate Lennon
to promote certain drugs while he was alive. When he began moving away
from drugs and more towards activism, evidence indicates that they
murdered him.

CIA Families’ Involvement in Music and Radio



F enton Bresler’s book Who Killed John Lennon? was panned in
London’s Sunday Telegraph. Miles Copeland III wrote the Telegraph

review.50 Copeland worked as an entertainment executive best known for
founding I.R.S. Records. Copeland’s father was a founding officer of the
CIA. His mother worked for British intelligence. Miles Copeland’s brother,
Stewart, founded the band The Police in 1977. These names, I.R.S. and The
Police, seemed either ironic or purposefully obvious in order to suggest no
possible malfeasance from children of a high-level CIA officer.51

Stewart Copeland’s father reportedly helped The Police get shows
worldwide, while son Miles worked as their manager, making them famous
fast. (Police lead singer Sting ran into conflicts with the Copelands,
eventually starting a solo career in 1984.) Similar quick fame came to other
sons of military intelligence and the wealthiest families, such as CSN’s
David Crosby, the Doors’ Jim Morrison, and others mentioned previously.
Miles Copeland also started at least three other record companies besides
I.R.S.

Miles Copeland III further developed a huge music management roster
of musicians he helped make into stars, such as Lou Reed, the Go Gos,
Gary Numan, The Alarm, Squeeze, and Adam Ant. Copeland had graduated
from college in 1966 and then promoted his first concert before getting a
Masters degree in business at the American University of Beirut in 1969.
He started British Talent Management in the 1970s. Copeland’s immediate
power and influence in the British music industry was similar to that of
previously MI6-employed Hendrix manager Mike Jeffery.52

In 1975 Copeland started the first traveling music festival in Europe.
These festivals included some of the people he was managing: Soft
Machine, the Mahavishnu Orchestra, and Lou Reed. Copeland continued
managing groups for the next decades.53

Another powerful member of the music industry, radio mogul John
McCaw, a member of the U.S. intelligence umbrella group, the National
Security Council, appeared to have his four sons follow in their U.S.
intelligence-advising father’s footsteps. The McCaws gained influence over
the media by way of large ownership in cable television networks and other
communications companies. The sons accumulated a net worth of at least
$750 million each.54 Other U.S. intelligence leaders set up similar spheres
of influence in music and entertainment.55



Parallel with U.S. intelligence using organized crime to aid in their
assassinations and their programs pushing drugs, they appeared to allow
organized crime figures to dominate in the ownership of music publishing,
clubs, labels and promotion. Organized crime also controlled record
distribution and music tours through its power in the Teamsters Union.56 At
least one publisher, Lou Wolfe of Covert Action Quarterly, said the Mafia
also owned East/West, the sole magazine distributor to kiosks and
newsstands. Wolfe believed East/West collaborated with the CIA in barring
his and most other leftist magazines.57

In the 1990s, Time Warner expanded its music holdings. Warner Music
merged with EMI music, and combined over six well-known music labels
—Warner Brother Records, Elektra Entertainment Group, Atlantic Group,
Capitol, Virgin, and Priority, which they aggregately called WEA. These
companies each owned a multitude of independent labels. They made up
nearly a quarter of the total music sales, with three other companies
controlling the rest.

Warner EMI dominated the market along with three other companies—
Universal Music, BMG entertainment, and Sony Music. They soon formed
an oligopoly, acting as a unit to control an entire industry. Time Warner
owned Warner Brothers motion pictures and WB Television, and had
additional vast holdings in dozens of cable TV stations, book publishing,
and video production. They had the most media holdings of the four
companies that dominated what The Nation magazine called “The National
Entertainment State.”58

The ruling oligarchy and U.S. intelligence apparently pursued the goal of
controlling music for several reasons. First, they recognized that musicians
arguably had the greatest influence over people’s hearts and minds.
Secondly, U.S. intelligence believed that control over the entertainment
state would allow them to censor leftist musicians, promote apolitical and
right-wing musicians, or popularize musicians who promoted drug use.
That is what they appear to have done.
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Chapter Sixteen

Nazis & CIA Drug-Trafficking War
 on Latin American Leftists

hen the American drug-trafficking oligarchy sought additional
sources for drug weapons they found what they were looking for by

turning their gaze southward to Latin America. U.S. intelligence then spent
decades developing this locus of drug cultivation with the aid of Nazis
whom it helped hide in Latin America. These Nazis helped U.S.
intelligence gain increasing control of the region, in opposition to
indigenous leftist movements.

While former Nazis developed communities in various Latin American
countries, indigenous leaders had successfully begun shedding the shackles
of the Spanish and Portuguese colonialists who dominated the region. One
such leader, future Cuban revolutionary Ernesto “Che” Guevara, grew up in
a leftist Argentine family. He then attended medical school and worked as a
physician. Before Che finished medical school, he rode a homemade
motorcycle around Latin America, where he saw the dominions of the
United Fruit Company engender vast poverty, hunger and disease. Secretary
of State John Foster Dulles was also a stockholder and attorney for the
United Fruit Company while his brother, Allen Dulles, headed the CIA in
the 1950s.1

By 1955, Che Guevara met Cuban attorney Fidel Castro and his brother
Raoul. By January of 1959, Che Guevara and Fidel Castro had successfully
led the revolution that drove Cuba’s dictator, U.S. puppet Fulgencio Batista,
out of Cuba.2

Che Guevara and Fidel Castro became iconic revolutionary leaders who
redistributed land to the peasants, raised the literacy rate from around sixty-
eight percent to ninety-six percent in two years, and introduced affirmative
action programs in the universities.3 Attacks on Cuba and its new leaders
came immediately and often. In 1961, Cubans repelled 1,400 U.S.-trained
Cuban exiles who landed by boat in the Bay of Pigs Invasion.4 The CIA’s
Technical Services Division that ran MK-Ultra plotted ways to use
psychedelics on Castro, his brother Raoul, and Che. They devised a
psychedelic aerosol spray to use against them. The U.S. Senate’s Church
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Committee detailed how they plotted to spray Castro’s “broadcasting booth
with a chemical which produced similar effects to LSD.” They also
“impregnated a box of cigars with a chemical that produced temporary
disorientation” to discredit Castro. The Church Committee further found at
least eight CIA plots to assassinate Castro.5

In 1967, Che brought a battalion of fifty Cuban troops into the jungles of
Bolivia.6 Che had some early successes against the Bolivian army regulars
in the spring and summer of that year. As a result, the CIA had brought on
extra help from a local CIA asset with a history of expertise in
counterinsurgency work, who helped the Bolivian army capture and execute
Che Guevara in October of 1967. The asset also had a key job of organizing
cocaine trafficking with local Bolivian drug lords.7

The CIA and Nazis Traffic Drugs & Murder Leftists

he person the CIA enlisted for aid in killing Che in 1967 was former
Nazi Klaus Barbie, a top asset in Bolivia whom the CIA had

transplanted from France after World War II—nicknamed the “Butcher of
Lyons,” for the genocide he perpetrated in Lyons, France. Barbie also killed
every Communist and Jew he found without regard to age or sex when he
participated in the invasion of the Soviet Union. He was reportedly
responsible for 14,000 deaths.8

The CIA precursor, OSS, urged President Roosevelt to save Nazis like
Barbie for U.S. intelligence work. By the late 1940s, CIA director Allen
Dulles and fellow CIA associates, particularly Reagan/Bush’s future CIA
director William Casey, worked on transporting thousands of Nazis to Latin
America under Operation Sunrise and similar plans. Operation Paperclip
was another plan that saved Nazi scientists, and worked in part through a
front group directed by Casey—the International Refugee Committee in
New York.9 In 1947, these CIA-backed groups helped transport Barbie to
Latin America.10

By the late 1960s, U.S. intelligence had done everything it could to
counter the socialist political developments in various Latin American
countries. As international bestselling author Naomi Klein documented in
her book Shock Doctrine, the U.S. funded universities and teachers who



pushed hyper-capitalist economic philosophies. When such methods failed
to stop leftists from winning elections, U.S. intelligence orchestrated coups
of the democratically elected leaders who had socialist-leaning economic
policies. In this they had the important help of their U.S. placed Nazi
allies.11

CIA documents and accumulated evidence show U.S. intelligence’s
implication in the forced change of leftist governments of Guatemala,
Guyana, Ecuador, Brazil, Dominican Republic, Peru, Uruguay, Chile,
Bolivia, Argentina, Nicaragua, Honduras, Haiti, Panama, Mexico and
Venezuela.12

Shock Doctrine, along with books by professors Noam Chomsky and
Edward Herman, detailed the CIA’s plot against elected Chilean president
Salvadore Allende, who wanted to “nationalize” major resources in Chile,
taking them from multinational corporations and giving them back to
Chileans.13 The CIA and U.S. military used the generals they had trained
and kept on their payroll to launch a coup against Allende’s government on
September 11, 1973.14 In the days following the coup, General Augusto
Pinochet and his military henchmen arrested 13,500 civilians in Santiago,
tortured “subversives” and traveled the country with death squads.15

Before he stepped down as Commander-in-Chief in the 1990s,
Pinochet’s military junta started Operation Condor— a joint effort by Latin
American “right-wing governments to crush left-wing opposition.” The
U.S. Agency for International Development’s own published reports
revealed how the U.S. financed and trained General Pinochet and his
military units.16 New York Times articles disclosed declassified State
Department and CIA documents that depicted U.S. intelligence aid in
Operation Condor’s history of political assassinations of Latin American
leftists. Condor dispatched “death squads to kill critics at home and
overseas. [Murder] victims included government officials ousted in United
States-supported military coups, trade unionists, rights advocates and
suspected socialists.”17 Two key CIA-paid assets worked on Condor:
former chief of Chile’s Directorate of National Intelligence (DINA),
Manuel Contreras, from 1974-77, and U.S.-born DINA assassin Michael
Townley.18

FBI documents said Condor had several phases. Phase III murderously
targeted “leaders especially feared for their potential to mobilize world



opinion or organize broad opposition to the military states.” This would
include Chile’s top folk singer, Victor Jara. Famed Chilean author Isabel
Allende, Salvador’s niece, believes that the Chilean military also hastened
the death of Nobel Prize-winning poet Pablo Neruda. She said that Neruda
was a Communist and had considered running for president.19



Another aspect of the Chilean-based Condor involved the Nazi
intelligence enclave found there, called Colonia Dignidad. In 2005, the New
York Times reported that a post-Pinochet government had arrested and was
investigating a World War II Nazi doctor, Paul Schäfer, who founded the
enclave in 1961. The enclave had several hundred German residents, a close
partnership with the Pinochet dictatorship, intelligence files on political
dissidents, an army’s worth of military equipment, and underground torture
chambers as part of Condor operations.20 By 2006, Chile put Paul Schäfer
on trial and convicted him of working with Pinochet’s military and
intelligence services to kidnap and torture leftists, along with sexually
abusing twenty-six young boys.21

Other researchers reported how the Dignidad community was “a state
within a state.” It had its own airport, a locus for gun and drug trafficking,
and could limit which planes were allowed to fly into its airspace. SS
commandos and spies facilitated Schäfer’s reign, which followed MK-Ultra
techniques in keeping many in its community drugged. The Nazi spies
secretly taped sex parties with prominent Chileans and its drugged youth in
order to blackmail them.22

DINA Chief Manuel Contreras admitted that General Pinochet and his
son were central to the manufacture and trafficking of cocaine in the
region.23 In this regard, Pinochet followed the right-wing dictators propped
up by former Nazis throughout the region. The CIA’s Operation Sunrise
extended to most of the eight Condor-linked countries. The New York Times
article on Chile’s Nazi enclave supports other evidence that the CIA helped
them direct the death-squad fascism in other Condor countries. Klaus
Barbie’s years in Bolivia exemplified this.24

CIA director Allen Dulles had helped smuggle some 5,000 Nazi Gestapo
and SS agents to South America. Archival records show that the CIA-
precursor OSS falsely claimed Nazis Adolph Eichmann, Joseph Mengele,
and Klaus Barbie had died in the 1940s. In fact, Israelis kidnapped
Eichmann from Argentina and put him on trial in Israel in 1961. U.S.
intelligence had helped Auschwitz’s “Angel of Death” Mengele and Barbie
both gain safe passage to South America.25

It made sense that U.S. intelligence made Argentina the other founding
center for Operation Condor’s drug trafficking and genocide, as U.S.
intelligence first helped transport many of these Nazis there.26 Several



veteran journalists published the controversial investigative conclusion that
U.S. and British intelligence helped Adolph Hitler and his wife Eva Braun
escape to Argentina. A 2011 London Daily Mail article summarized the
investigation of television journalist (Reuters, BBC) Gerrard Williams and
veteran military historian Simon Dunstan in their book, Grey Wolf: The
Escape of Adolph Hitler. The article also summarized Argentinean
journalist Abel Basti’s 2003 book, Hitler in Argentina. Italian journalist
Patrick Burnside wrote Hitler’s Escape, which is being made into a movie.
These researchers presented documents and eyewitness interviews backing
their claims that Hitler died in Argentina in the 1960s.27

Longtime CBS Radio journalist Paul Manning, who worked with Walter
Cronkite and Edward R. Murrow, also documented the history of Argentine
Nazis in his book Martin Bormann: Nazi in Exile. He spent many years in
Argentina solidifying his research findings that Martin Bormann, Adolph
Hitler’s Deputy, became the legal head of Germany’s new state within
Argentina.28 In Argentina, Joseph Mengele, Klaus Barbie, and other top
Nazis set up their first homes. Subsequently, they relocated to their new
Latin American countries of Paraguay and Bolivia, respectively, to carry out
their drug trafficking and coups. Manning found that Bormann’s home in
Argentina was part of a network of estates owned by at least eighty-two
families, averaging 120,000 acres each—the largest landowners in South
America. The Nazi enclave’s World War II bounty and subjugation of Latin
America helped prop up the American and German oligarchies.29



The New York Times stated, “As many as 30,000 people are thought to
have been killed or disappeared,” during Argentina’s “Dirty War” years
from 1976 to 1983. This article also emphasized that the dictatorship
printed a list of names of artists and intellectuals deemed to have subversive
leanings. This list totaled nineteen pages and included novelist Julio
Cortazar and folk singer Mercedes Sosa.30 This targeting of musicians in
Chile and Argentina parallels similar targeting of musicians in the U.S.

Nazi-run German communities aided drug trafficking in many of the
Operation Condor participating countries. A New York Times article
recounted how notorious Nazi doctor Joseph Mengele moved from
Argentina to Paraguay in 1959, living in a Nazi colony, Hohenhau. A right-
wing dictator of German descent, Alfredo Stroessner, ruled Paraguay.
Mengele then moved to Brazil before he died in 1979.31

In 1985, the Associated Press published the article “War Criminal
Mengele Linked to Drug Trafficking,” based on declassified CIA
documents regarding Mengele’s drug activity in Latin America in the
1970s.32 Paraguayan intelligence documents found in 1993 detailed how
President Stroessner worked with the CIA and the community of Nazis in
Paraguay’s southern region in the 1970s.33

Nazi Klaus Barbie directed CIA-supported operations in Bolivia. As a
U.S. intelligence asset, Barbie helped coordinate six top drug lords in the
overthrow of the government, in what the media dubbed as the first
“Cocaine Coup,” in 1980. Barbie directed security and aided the cocaine
trafficking. Covert Action, a magazine started by CIA whistleblower Phil
Agee, published a photo of a Nazi flag planted atop a Bolivian mountain at
the time of that coup.34



Another cocaine coup had actually occurred two years earlier in
Honduras. The drug trade started in Honduras at least as early as the 1930s.
Standard Fruit gave a cut of its profits to the New Orleans-based Marcello
crime family (involved in JFK’s and MLK’s assassinations) which
trafficked enormous amounts of morphine and cocaine into the U.S.35

By 1975, Juan Alberto Melgar Castro had become President of
Honduras. A coup by General Policarpo Paz Garcia ousted him in 1978.
Researchers Peter Dale Scott and Jonathan Marshall said the rise of Paz
Garcia cemented the power of the cocaine lords in Honduran politics. Even
before this coup, “Honduras was a transfer point for half a billion dollars’
worth of drugs bound for the United States each year.”

After the coup, Honduras became “the largest recipient of U.S. aid in
Central America.” The CIA “relied totally on the cocaine-trafficking
military of Honduras to back its plans to overthrow the Sandinista regime in
Nicaragua.” First, the CIA-backed Frente Democratico Nicaraguense
Contras were based in Honduras as they tried to overthrow the socialist
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Sandinista regime. A U.S. Senate Foreign Relations Subcommittee report
stated that Oliver North, who worked for the National Security Council
starting in 1981 and as a U.S. Lieutenant Colonel in 1983, had set up the
Contras’ bank accounts. DEA Agent Thomas Zepeda, stationed in
Honduras in 1981, documented the work of high-ranking Honduran military
officers in drug trafficking. In this way, Honduran drug trafficking would
help fund U.S. intelligence’s war on other Latin American democracies.36

Role of Drugs in Banana Republics’ Wars

esearch uncovered the ways in which U.S. intelligence waged secret
wars on people worldwide, but particularly in Latin American

countries in the 1980s. In many Latin American countries, peoples’
movements arose in a struggle to change their governments and their lives
for the better; these included Colombia, Guatemala, El Salvador, Nicaragua
and Panama, among others labeled “banana republics.”37

Companies like Chiquita and Standard Fruit pushed U.S. intelligence to
help them keep their workers’ wages low. These workers wanted to change
their governments and gain control over their own fruit production. U.S.
intelligence aided corrupt governments in drug trafficking to keep the
populace under control and raise money to fight those rebelling against their
policies.

In 1954, when Guatemala had elected a left-wing democratic president,
Jacobo Arbenz, United Fruit (its name later changed to Chiquita) pressured
the U.S. government to engineer a coup. Many American officials “had a
family or business connection to the company itself,” while other Western
corporations owned large amounts of various Guatemalan resources. United
Fruit also funded paramilitary death squads there over the years.38 CIA
documents admitted backing a coup against Arbenz in 1954. CIA Director
Allen Dulles orchestrated the round up of all suspected Communists in
Guatemala, beginning a decades-long murderous political purge. From 1954
to 1990, the Guatemalan military was responsible for 100,000 deaths and
40,000 disappearances.39

Other so-called banana republics had lesser, though similar deaths and
disappearances. U.S. intelligence helped one country develop into a central



drug trafficking state—Colombia. Researcher Rensselaer Lee stated that at
one point the Medellin and Cali crime syndicates of Colombia exported
sixty to seventy percent of all cocaine sold in the United States. He added
that, while these syndicates were certainly focused on making money, they
had a political agenda that included “selectively persecuting the Colombian
left.”40

During President Jimmy Carter’s administration, the U.S. Drug
Enforcement Agency indicted Colombian drug lord Santiago Ocampo, who
worked closely with Honduran and Mexican traffickers. Disgruntled DEA
agents suspected they were stumbling onto a CIA connection when
President Ronald Reagan and Vice President George H.W. Bush came into
office and their investigation was dismantled. Future researchers found Vice
President Bush directing CIA and cocaine trafficking operations, which
later became known during the Iran-Contra Scandal.41

While most people don’t see marijuana as a dangerous drug, U.S.
intelligence appeared to have several uses for it. It has been shown that a
percentage of people develop marijuana abuse or dependence that could
sidetrack productive achievement of higher goals such as antiwar activism.
Also, the trafficking of marijuana provided more covert funds when, for
example, a Democrat-controlled U.S. Congress cut off aid to brutal, right-
wing Latin American governments in the new millennium.

Before the Sandanistas’ revolution, the U.S. backed Nicaraguan dictator
Anastasio Somoza. Authors Scott and Marshall said that, “Somoza was a
partner of a major U.S. marijuana smuggler, Raymond Grady Stansel, Jr. in
a Honduran Seafood Company.” Somoza “made airplanes available to the
smuggler.”42

Mexico launched its own Operation Condor with CIA aid. It purported to
go after drug traffickers, but only arrested poor farmers growing marijuana
on tiny plots and those suspected of political organizing in the countryside.
The State Department and CIA sent seventy-six airplanes and $115 million
in aid for the aerial spraying of crops, though they carefully avoided all the
large marijuana crops of drug chiefs.43

Another operation was “La Pipa” (The Pipe). The Mexican Security
Organization, DFS, closely collaborated with current and “former” CIA
agents on that operation in the late 1970s. DFS bought 600 tanker trucks,
ostensibly for transporting natural gas from the U.S. to Mexico. DFS men
packed the trucks with Mexican dealers’ marijuana, running ten to twelve



trucks a day into Phoenix and Los Angeles. Several Mexican and U.S.
customs officials were bribed $50,000 a load to let the trucks pass. DFS
also oversaw a $5 billion marijuana plantation in the province of
Chihuaha.44

Another key group of CIA allies in Latin America were Cuban exiles.
The Justice Department’s Operation Eagle rounded up many CIA-trained
Cubans as part of a drug trafficking syndicate in 1970, but saw their cases
dropped on technicalities. Among them, Mario Escandar, Frank Castro,
Ricardo Morales and others had long active careers in connection with the
CIA. Frank Castro cofounded an anti-Communist group of twenty members
called CORU. Ricardo Morales became a high-ranking officer in
Venezuela’s intelligence service DISIP, where he gave sanctuary to some
CORU members.45

Ricardo Morales and CORU members took credit for exploding a bomb
on a Cuban passenger jet, along with fifty other bombings in Miami, New
York, Venezuela, Panama, Mexico, and Argentina in the first ten months of
CORU’s existence. In an interview with CBS News, CORU member
Armando Lopez Estrada said, “We use the tactics that we learned from the
CIA … [we] are trained to set off a bomb, we were trained to kill.”46

Scott and Marshall said financing for CORU came from WFC, a Florida-
based financial conglomerate and drug-trafficking front that worked with
the Restoy-Escandar-Trafficante organization. The researchers also quoted
an unpublished congressional staff study saying the WFC corporation was
involved in “political corruption, gun running, as well as narcotics
trafficking on an international level.” A CIA-trained Bay of Pigs veteran led
the WFC. And, a Florida official directing an investigation of WFC found
that one company subsidiary was “nothing but a CIA front.”47

After a socialist revolutionary group, the Sandanista Liberation Front
(FSLN), overthrew Nicaragua’s Somoza in 1979, they won many
international awards for their work on behalf of the masses of Nicaraguan
people regarding health care for all, childcare, unions and land reform. The
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO) gave the FSLN-led Nicaraguan government an award for
miraculously decreasing the country’s illiteracy rate from over fifty percent
down to thirteen percent in only five months. They also won three other
UNESCO awards in the 1980s.48



The CIA immediately organized a warring army against the Sandanistas’
socialist Central American government. Frank Castro (no relation to Cuban
leader Fidel) and four other CORU members joined the Nicaraguan
opposition that the CIA continually aided—the Contras. As previously
noted, the Contras were based in Honduras. Honduran military sources told
American reporters that an airline company called SETCO was, “set up by
the CIA to carry Contra forces and supplies.” U.S. Senator John Kerry led a
panel that issued a report stating, “One of the pilots … for SETCO was
Frank Moss … who has been under investigation as an alleged drug
trafficker since 1979.”49 This paralleled the CIA’s use of Air America to
traffic drugs during the Vietnam War.
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Chapter Seventeen

FBI Targets 
 Black Panthers & Young Lords

uey Newton and Bobby Seale first launched the Black Panther
Party for Self-Defense in Oakland, California in October of 1966. 

 It distinguished itself from a lesser-known Black Panther Party. Within
several years of its founding, the Oakland-based Black Panthers grew to
over a hundred chapters and over ten thousand members across the
country.1

Huey Newton and Bobby Seale officially registered the Black Panther
Party for Self-Defense as a political organization. The “Self Defense”
strategy was a response to the rampant racist police brutalization of their
black Oakland community that they experienced personally. They called for
gun possession by civilians for defense against police. Newton was taking
law classes at the time and instructed Panthers on the law. He led them in
countering local police brutality incidents by having his Panthers surround
the police with guns pointed while he recited the brutality victim’s legal
rights.2



The Black Panthers further had a socialist “free services for the poor”
philosophy that they outlined in a “Ten Point Plan.” They enacted their Ten
Point Plan through free breakfast programs for poor children, free health
clinics, and free political education programs. In 1970 their national
newspaper had a circulation of 125,000 copies a week.3

The Panthers’ political education taught their members about changing
society to change their situation. They based their teachings on books by
writers like black liberation theorist Franz Fanon, Chinese revolutionary
Communist leader Mao Zedong and Cuba’s socialist revolutionary Che
Guevara, along with speeches by Malcolm X. Newton, Seale and later
Panther leaders required a lot of reading by incoming members.4

Huey Newton and Bobby Seale impressed a number of national black
activists and writers, and influenced them to join the Panthers. Best-selling
author Eldridge Cleaver, who worked as editor of the San Francisco-based
Ramparts magazine, joined the Panthers as their Minister of Information in
1967.5 That year, Bobby Seale and Huey Newton made Student National
Coordinating Committee leaders Stokely Charmichael and H. Rap Brown
honorary Panther leaders on the East Coast. Other SNCC members began
starting Panther chapters in Chicago and eastern cities.6



The Black Panther Party’s goal of economic power for minorities and the
poor posed a threat to the capitalist oligarchy. The oligarchy’s foot soldiers,
the cliques of U.S. intelligence’s real leadership, waged war on leftist
groups in general, though they used particularly murderous tactics against
the Black Panthers through the FBI’s Counterintelligence Program.7

In the days after Martin Luther King’s 1968 assassination, in Oakland,
California, a city with one of the country’s largest urban African-American
populations, the Black Panthers successfully quelled rioting. They feared
police would use rioting as an excuse to murder national Panther leaders.
Despite this, police quickly found a way to set up the shooting of Eldridge
Cleaver and shot what some said were thousands of bullets into the home
where Cleaver and Bobby Hutton cowered. During a lull in the shooting
barrage, Cleaver came up with a plan. He suggested they both take off all
their clothes and go out of the house naked so police couldn’t use the
excuse that they were concealing weapons and shoot them. Cleaver, already
wounded, came out naked and survived. The more modest Hutton came out
shirtless and was quickly shot dead.8

Assassination of Black Panther Leaders

The Black Panthers evolved into a vanguard organization that had a “no
drugs” policy and had some leaders that had formerly led large gangs. The
year after Bobby Hutton was killed by police, authorities initiated a string
of successful assassinations beginning with Los Angeles Black Panther
leader Alprentice “Bunchy” Carter and his coleader, Jon Huggins. Carter
had previously led the 5,000-strong Slauson gang.9

Former L.A. FBI Cointelpro agent Wes Swearingen described his unit’s
murderous machinations against Carter and Huggins. He said the FBI paid
undercover agents in the United Slaves Organization, a Black cultural
nationalist group, to murder the two leaders. The killers, reportedly George
and Larry Stiner, shot them on the UCLA campus in January of 1969.10

Whistleblowing author and former L.A. police intelligence agent Louis
Tackwood also revealed he regularly gave money, guns, drugs and orders to
United Slaves leader Ron Karenga to attack the Panthers.11 Tackwood



testified to this before a Senate intelligence committee, and he passed a
polygraph test.12 After the Carter and Huggins murders, the FBI’s
undercover agents inside the United Slaves murdered four more Black
Panthers, including John Savage. Savage witnessed the United Slaves
murder of Carter and Huggins and was scheduled to testify soon after.13

Swearingen verified claims that the FBI then engineered the prison break
of several United Slaves murderers.14 And, New Haven Panther George
Edwards said he acquired a U.S. intelligence document reporting Karenga’s
meetings with Governor Ronald Reagan, funding by the Rockefellers, and
the Stiners’ work with U.S. intelligence.15

Huggins and Carter had left a tape saying if anything happened to them,
they wanted Panther Elmer “Geronimo” Pratt to take over as L.A. Panther
leader, and he did.16 Years later, Pratt said the United Slaves organization
shouldn’t be held accountable for the FBI agent infiltrators who carried out
the Panther murders. Pratt, who later changed his last name to Ji Jaga, said
that new Panther Elaine Brown was an undercover agent who started the
conflict leading to the Carter and Huggins murders, and that the Stiners of
the United Slaves were falsely accused of involvement (Panthers George
Edwards and Kathleen Cleaver also support Pratt’s take on Elaine Brown’s
undercover agent role).17

FBI whistleblower Swearingen supported Pratt in many ways, though he
disagreed about Pratt’s assessment of the Stiners’ innocence in the murders.
Swearingen said that an FBI agent named Eric Galt arranged the Stiners’
murder of Carter and Huggins, and that “Darthard Perry, a self-admitted and
publicly acclaimed informer for the FBI, filed an affidavit in a Black
Panther Party lawsuit against the government, charging he knew the United
Slaves members responsible for the murders of the Panthers were FBI
informers.”18 While Pratt’s account may be held in higher regard than all
others, and whether the United Slaves were a U.S. intelligence-created
group or not, many agree about the FBI’s orchestration of the murders.19

Evidence also indicates that the FBI used undercover agents in the
United Slaves to target both the New York and Los Angeles Panthers. FBI
informant D’Arthard Perry said that the FBI used United Slaves infiltrator
Claude Hubert to kill several L.A. Panthers and then transferred him to
New York City.20



On January 17, 1969, the day United Slave FBI infiltrators murdered
L.A. leaders Carter and Huggins, police shot at Bronx Panther leader Sekou
Odinga.21 Around this same date, undercover police agent Ralph White shot
a gun in the Black Panther office, within several feet of Harlem leader
Lumumba Shakur.22 The police officers’ shooting at Odinga and Shakur
were part of the FBI Cointelpro attacks against the New York Panthers.23

AS with Bunchy Carter’s leadership of the Slauson gang, the FBI’s
targeting of the New York Panther leaders may have partially stemmed
from fears they would politicize the gangs they had formerly led.

New York prosecutors indicted Lumumba Shakur, his wife Afeni (rap
icon Tupac’s mother), Odinga and nineteen other leading Panthers for
planning to bomb and shoot at police precincts and public places around
New York.24 These proved to be fantastical charges with no merit, but kept
many of the New York Panther leaders in jail for up to two years. Despite
the government keeping the New York Panther 21 in jail for a trial that
dragged on for two years, a record amount of time in New York state
history up to that period, the jury deliberated for approximately two hours
to find the defendants not guilty of all the charges.25

While U.S. intelligence targeted members of the Black Panther national
leadership early on, a question remains about whether they orchestrated
large-scale murderous operations against Panther leaders who could
politicize urban youth and gangs in major cities. Did they first focus on
Bunchy Carter due to fears about his former leadership of the 5,000-strong
Slauson gang and his potential to politicize them?26

At least one historian, University of Southern California Professor Laura
Pulido, interviewed people who said Carter led many Slauson gang
members to convert to activist Panthers. One interviewee said, “What
happened in Los Angeles was a unique experience … What [Carter] did
was make his gang [the Panthers] the only gang.” Pulido said that because
so many of the Panthers were “underground” or hid their membership,
estimates of the Southern California Panther chapter membership “ranged
from five hundred to several thousand.”27

Afeni Shakur had formerly led the Disciples Debs gang of girls.
Lumumba Shakur had led the Bishops gang and Sekou Odinga had been
part of the Sinners gang.28 Were they partly attacked on such a huge scale
because of fears over their converting many former gang members into
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activist Panthers? Whether they were or not, Malcolm X envisioned this
potential in referring to urban youth in their teens and twenties as “Black
social dynamite.”29

Fred Hampton Murdered by Police after Converting Gangs

.S. intelligence murdered Illinois Panther leaders Fred Hampton and
Mark Clark in 1969. Hampton headed the Illinois Black Panthers

statewide from his home in Chicago. Mark Clark led the Southern Illinois
chapter of Black Panthers.

Hampton had achieved a lot by the time he was twenty-one years old. He
had risen to a leadership position of the Chicago Black Panthers. He
organized the Rainbow Alliance of leftist groups: Students for a Democratic
Society, the Hispanic Young Lords, and the Panthers. Hampton was an
inspirational speaker, firing up his audiences with statements such as: “You
can kill the liberator but you can’t kill liberation.”30 Possibly the most
important concern was Hampton’s ability to appeal to Chicago’s gang
leaders. Hampton convinced Chicago’s largest gang, the Blackstone
Rangers, to merge with the Black Panthers. In the process of this merger,



the Blackstone Rangers had already changed their name to the Black P.
Stone Nation.31

U.S. intelligence may have been particularly concerned about the merger
of the Blackstone Rangers and the Panthers, because of the Panthers’ no-
drugs policy. The Blackstone Rangers were said to be involved in drug
dealing. Stopping their involvement would have provided a major blow to
the money laundered by local banks and corporations.32 FBI undercover
agents and tactics sabotaged the Blackstone Rangers joining with the
Panthers. These FBI agents also sabotaged Hampton’s progress with
Chicago’s Vice Lords gang.33

By October of 1969, various FBI Cointelpro units had successfully acted
on FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover’s goal of “neutralizing” the Black Panther
national leadership. Police and FBI had shot and arrested Panther national
cofounder Huey Newton in 1967. They arrested Panther national cofounder
Bobby Seale for the Chicago Democratic Convention “police riot” in 1969,
and again in New Haven, Connecticut that year.34

The Black Panthers appointed new leaders to take their place. Fred
Hampton was to replace Oakland’s David Hilliard as the Chief of Staff.
With Bobby Seale and Huey Newton in jail, Hampton and Los Angeles
Panther leader Geronimo Pratt were in line to succeed them.35

Court transcripts suggest that the FBI orchestrated Hampton’s murder on
December 4, 1969. The night before, FBI undercover agent William O’Neil
had slipped a substantial dose of the tranquilizer, secobarbital, into the
drinks of Chicago Black Panther leaders Hampton and Southern Illinois
Panther leader Mark Clark during dinner. Hampton’s mother said he passed
out mid-sentence while he was in bed talking to her on the phone that
night.36

At 4:30 a.m., the FBI and police led a brutal raid on Hampton’s home
that left him murdered in his sleep. The police intelligence unit had
obtained a floor plan from Panther infiltrator William O’Neal. Court
transcripts indicate that police kicked in the townhouse door and shot Mark
Clark fatally in the chest. They shot unarmed Panther Brenda Harris, and
pumped forty-two bullets through the wall of Hampton’s bedroom and into
his bed’s headboard. Court testimony revealed police fired a submachine
gun at the remaining Panthers, who tried to cover themselves.37 Hampton’s
wife, pregnant Panther Deborah Johnson, along with two other Panthers,
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failed to rouse the unconscious Panther leader as dozens of bullets came
through the walls of their bedroom. Police then shot Hampton in his bed.
They shot Hampton twice more in the head at pointblank range.38

In all, the police injured many in firing at least eighty-two shots, while a
shot fired by Clark was the only round fired by the Panthers during the raid,
and only one policeman was even slightly wounded. Even Clark’s shot was
said to be an unconscious response that his drugged body made when police
shot him while he was passed out on security duty holding his shotgun.
Police arrested the surviving Black Panther members on charges of
aggravated assault and attempted murder.39

FBI cover-up, media discrepancies and a lawsuit ensued. A Chicago
Tribune editor considered a “friend of the FBI” presented the Chicago-
police version of the raid being conducted out of self-defense. Only later
did another media outlet show that photos supporting the police story, one
of being shot at, were fabricated.40 FBI luminary Richard G. Held took over
the Chicago FBI office at this time and supervised the cover-up.41 The
survivors sued the Chicago police and FBI. It took fourteen years of appeals
and arbitration to win a $1.85 million settlement.

Huey Newton Targeted with Drugs

arassment arrests and a near-fatal shooting were among the first of
several tactics used against Black Panther national cofounder Huey

Newton.42 When Bobby Seale went to bail Newton out on one specious
charge, police arrested Seale for breaking a law that bars even a legally
concealed weapon near a jail.43

Police failed to keep Newton and Seale imprisoned for long, but attacks
continued. On October 27, 1967, the last night of Newton’s probation for a
1964 conflict, one of a long line of bizarre shootings involving Panthers
occurred. An Oakland police officer with a list of Black Panther license
plates pulled over the car Newton was driving. Another police car followed
him. While accounts differ on the details of what happened, a shoot-out
ensued that left one officer dead, another officer and Newton wounded.
Newton left the scene for a hospital, where police soon found, beat and



jailed him. Details of the incident support Newton’s claim of not having a
gun when police shot him.44

In 1968, Huey Newton was convicted of involuntary manslaughter and
sentenced to two-to-fifteen years in prison. In 1970, the California
Appellate Court reversed the conviction and ordered a new trial. After two
more subsequent mistrials, the Superior Court dismissed the charges when
the district attorney decided not to pursue a fourth trial in December of
1971, and prison officials released Newton.45

U.S. intelligence continued its war on Black Panther leadership. While
Panther cofounders had originally barred the use of drugs, the attitude
changed with the huge use of marijuana among youth. However, no reports
have been found of Panthers receiving drug-dealing charges in the early
years of the organization.

CIA agent John Stockwell said the CIA waged psychological warfare on
Huey Newton from the time he left prison until his death. Reports support
this. Various CIA undercover agents tried to get close to Newton. One, Earl
Anthony, said he worked for the FBI and CIA as an undercover agent in the
Black Panthers, using cocaine around Newton, and trying to sell him bulk
weed.46

Bobby Seale said Newton started selling cocaine at this time. Newton
claimed he wasn’t involved in heavy drugs, and cited the FBI’s failed



attempts to arrest him for drugs.47 Several sources claim Panther Elaine
Brown helped get Newton using cocaine. L.A. Panther leader Geronimo
Pratt said Newton told him in 1988 that when he first got out of prison in
1970, Brown, “kept cocaine and sexy women on him everyday/night.”48

Evidence supports Pratt’s allegation that Brown, previously mentioned as
being associated with the Los Angeles Black Panthers before becoming
Huey Newton’s lover, was an undercover agent.49

Other evidence that Elaine Brown helped influence Huey Newton’s drug
involvement includes her arrest for cocaine possession in 1976. Unlike
other Panthers who often received heavy sentences for small charges,
Brown was only sentenced to complete a series of yoga lessons.50

Geronimo Pratt, Panther National Spokesperson Kathleen Cleaver, New
Haven Panther leader George Edwards and others stated the belief that
Brown’s possible spy work led to the murders of Panthers. Many Panthers
believed Brown influenced Newton to expel Pratt and his wife, Nsondi
(Sandra “Red” Pratt), from the Black Panther Party. After the Pratts’
expulsion, pregnant Nsondi was found bullet-riddled and stuffed in a
sleeping bag on a roadside. Reportedly there was no serious police
investigation of her murder.

Evidence supports claims that U.S. intelligence further orchestrated the
murder of writer and Panther “Field Marshal” George Jackson by prison
guards after he was trying to escape from San Quentin prison. Jackson was
originally convicted of a $70 armed robbery when he was eighteen. He
became highly radicalized during his imprisonment. Professor Angela
Davis headed his defense committee, and he wrote a book, Blood in My
Eye.51

Regarding Huey Newton and Elaine Brown, Geronimo Pratt reported
Newton told him it took many months for him to come out of his drug and
sex euphoria that Brown had cultivated, and realize he was surrounded by
agents. Newton said he first began to suspect that Brown was an agent
when it came out during Pratt’s trial that Brown’s name was on a receipt
from a paint shop that changed the color of Pratt’s car to implicate Pratt in a
murder of which he was falsely accused. When the court overturned Pratt’s
case twenty-seven years later, the government settled with Pratt for $4.5
million in a false imprisonment lawsuit.

Newton also said Brown testified against the United Slaves members
who weren’t the ones who pulled the trigger on murdered former Panther



leaders Carter and Huggins. Newton said he became convinced she was an
FBI asset and had fellow Panthers take custody of Brown, but his
“advisors” eventually got her back and involved in the Panthers against his
wishes.52

Another point of evidence supporting Elaine Brown’s possible work for
U.S. intelligence was her relationship with Jay Richard Kennedy before she
joined the Black Panthers. A Pulitzer Prize-winning book, David Garrow’s
Bearing the Cross: Martin Luther King, Jr. and the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference, named J.R. Kennedy as a top CIA informant.
Released CIA documents back this claim, as does the King family lawyer
William Pepper in his book Orders to Kill. Brown said that before Newton,
Jay Kennedy had been her lover for two years.53

The CIA documents, Brown’s incidental disclosures, and whistleblower
reports give additional credence to Brown’s possible U.S. intelligence work.
In the 1990s, Brown cited Jay Kennedy as a lifelong mentor, despite reports
on his CIA connection having appeared in the mid-’80s.54 Jay Kennedy was
verified as a CIA-supported writer who infiltrated the civil rights movement
early in the 1960s. One of his positions was as a manager for entertainer
Harry Belafonte, a longtime MLK supporter. Belafonte later fired Kennedy
when his suspicions grew about Kennedy’s true allegiance.55

Elaine Brown went on to lead the only still active section of the Black
Panthers, in Oakland. She had them endorse Jerry Brown in his successful
run for governor in 1974. She also lectured, wrote books and wrote a
newspaper column. Her negative reflections on Huey Newton in A Taste of
Power: A Black Woman’s Story contradict accounts by Afeni Shakur and
Kathleen Cleaver. Many other books on the Panthers also contradict
Brown’s accounts.56

Elaine Brown’s later statements and activist work provide additional
clues to her real motives. In a 2003 lecture, she rejected the notion of many
undercover agents infiltrating the Panthers, even though a significant
number of them had openly testified against the Panthers in trials, and
further evidence showed there were many others. Brown also
unsuccessfully sued Geronimo Pratt (now Geronimo Ji Jaga) and Kathleen
Cleaver for libel regarding these accusations in 2008. Brown’s defenders
might say her work of heading the Oakland Panthers when Newton fled the
country in the ’70s, her work on behalf of prisoners, and her writing on



behalf of black activists show good intentions. However, evidence of
Brown’s past misdeeds make it necessary to carefully scrutinize her.57
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For public relations’ sake, the FBI officially ended their
Counterintelligence Program in 1971, after activists broke into an FBI
office and stole thousands of documents revealing it.58 However, former
Cointelpro agent Wes Swearingen said the FBI continued the program
under different names.59 Various judges who oversaw trials of black
activists agreed that an FBI/police Cointelpro continued.60

Through all their travails, the Black Panthers did receive some help from
many citizens of all ethnicities, including white celebrities. Among them
were actors Jane Fonda, Donald Sutherland, Jean Seberg and Marlon
Brando. Brando, upon hearing of MLK’s assassination, immediately asked
his assistant to call the Panthers’ Los Angeles office and made a speech at a
rally on their behalf. New York Symphony orchestra leader, and writer of
West Side Story’s music, Leonard Bernstein held benefit parties for the
Black Panthers in New York. These celebrities helped the Panthers raise
money for their legal defense committees.61

CIA Floods American Urban Areas with Asian Opium

.S. intelligence repressed American leftists as their agents pushed
heroin along with the other drugs. Janis Joplin’s biographer Alice

Echols said heroin became a regular part of the San Francisco music scene
as early as 1965, when Joplin and many others “turned to heroin to help
them come down” from speed. Organized-crime figures such as the
Genovese mafia family, who worked with U.S. intelligence from at least
World War II trafficking heroin, also worked closely with top jazz club
owner and publisher Morris Levy. The top black jazz musicians who played
regularly in his club, such as Charlie “Bird” Parker, got hooked on heroin
and also served as role models in their communities. Other jazz greats who
got hooked on heroin include Billie Holliday and Miles Davis.62

The trafficking of heroin from the Golden Triangle into American cities
increased tenfold during the 1960s, in seeming proportion to the increase in
anti-War and black radical activism. A U.S. narcotics agent summarized
this in respect to the amount of heroin coming into New York. He said, “In
1961 when we … seized fifteen kilos there was street panic in New York
City. Junkies were lined up in front of doctors’ offices begging for the stuff.



… Now [in 1971] we seize five hundred kilos in three weeks, and it has no
effect whatsoever.”63

In 1971, a CIA leak to the New York Times reported that laboratories in
the Golden Triangle region around Vietnam produced more than enough
tons of Western-grade heroin a year to satisfy the ten tons of heroin
Americans consumed annually.64 Americans living in black urban
communities reported a sudden flood of heroin into their neighborhoods.
Crime skyrocketed as junkies stole to support their heroin habits. Suburban
and small-town American streets soon succumbed to this scourge, as heroin
use filtered down to their “safe” white neighborhoods. Peter Arnett of the
Associated Press reported that heroin “flooded America in the late 1960s,
causing the first nationwide epidemic.”65

In 1970, a conflict occurred between the CIA and President Nixon’s
Justice Department. On a June day that year, Attorney General John
Mitchell announced that his Bureau of Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs had
arrested 150 suspects around the country. Its aforementioned Operation
Eagle was deemed “the largest roundup of major drug traffickers in the
history of federal law enforcement.” Mitchell said these wholesalers
handled “about 30% of all heroin sales” and about “80% of all cocaine sales
in the United States.”66

Reviewing Operation Eagle, University of California-Berkeley Professor
Peter Dale Scott and State Department researcher Jonathan Marshall found
that, “as many as seventy percent of those arrested had once belonged to the
Bay of Pigs invasion force.” This was the CIA’s amassed army of Cuban
expatriates launched against the socialist government of Cuban
revolutionary leaders Fidel Castro and Ernesto “Che” Guevara. Mario
Escandar and other Operation Eagle defendants had their court cases
thrown out on a technicality. Escandar “went on to become one of Miami’s
most powerful and untouchable traffickers.” Other CIA trainees enjoyed
similar status in the drug trade throughout the 1970s.67

American University Professor Clarence Lusane joined Professor Alfred
McCoy in reporting that U.S. intelligence supplied drugs to organized crime
families who carried out most of the street-level drug dealing. By the later
1960s, the CIA began using other major dealers as well. The first black
high-level drug dealer, Frank Matthews, grossed over $100 million by
1971, with over one hundred people cutting and bagging heroin, and then
cocaine, in New York City.
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Early in 1973, Matthews was arrested. He gained bail and, by that July,
left the game, disappearing with his bodyguard, mistress, and $20 million.
Lusane stated that a “Top Secret” Justice Department report cited how nine
of Matthews’ drug suppliers had their drug importation charges dropped
because of their ties to the CIA, illustrating the CIA’s dominance in drug
trafficking.68

Young Lords Find Activism after Detoxing

uerto Rican teenagers founded the Young Lords as a Chicago gang in
1959. Jose “Cha-Cha” Jimenez led the gang in 1964 when they were

protecting Latino teens from white ethnic gangs. By 1968, the gang had
gotten involved with heroin, cocaine, acid and other drugs. Jimenez was
jailed for heroin possession that year. While in jail he read Martin Luther
King, Malcolm X and Black Panther Party literature.

When Jimenez got out of jail, he consulted with Chicago Panther leader
Fred Hampton on how to turn the Young Lords into a similar organization
as the Panthers, but for the Latino community. Jimenez went to Oakland
and shadowed Black Panther national cofounder Bobby Seale for a month.
Jimenez ran his Young Lords Organization with similar community
organizing activities, such as free breakfast programs for the poor, free
health care programs, anti-police brutality programs, women’s rights
programs and political education through their own newspaper.69

The Young Lords grew so popular that in 1969 they led a march of
10,000 calling for Puerto Rico’s independence. The FBI’s
Counterintelligence Program was targeting the Young Lords at this time.
Police arrested Jimenez and other Young Lords multiple times for many
false charges, including marijuana possession. Cointelpro later attacked all
Young Lords chapters with false arrests, infiltrators and sabotage.

In 1975, Jose Cha-Cha Jimenez ran for 46th ward Alderman, as an
organizing tactic. Despite only 1000 Latinos registered to vote there,
Jimenez won 36% of the vote, with 51% needed to win. Also that year,
police arrested Jimenez after a protest action he led in support of recently
arrested members of FALN, an armed Puerto Rican liberation group that
had conducted protest bombings.



By 1983, Jimenez had joined with Puerto Rican activist groups that
helped gain black politician Harold Washington’s election as Chicago’s
mayor. On a June day that year, Jimenez introduced Washington to a Puerto
Rican crowd of 100,000. The following day Jimenez and other Latino
activists met in the Chicago FBI office with the director to demand that the
government stop the mistreatment and torture of jailed FALN. The day after
this meeting, a drug dealer assassinated Rudy Lozano, a Mexican activist
and fellow Mayor Washington supporter, in his home.70

The Young Lords Organization in Chicago inspired Latino communities
nationwide. Young Lords chapters formed in Milwaukee, Philadelphia,
Bridgeport, Newark, Boston, Los Angeles, San Diego and other cities. A
particularly large group formed in New York City. The New York City
Young Lords elected Felipe Luciano as their founding chairman. Luciano
was also a poet and member of the Last Poets musical group in the 1970s.
Many consider them the godfathers of political rap music.

Luciano and his Young Lords first surveyed their East Harlem
neighborhood for the top problem to work on, and found it was trash not
getting picked up. Sanitation services didn’t take care of the poorer
neighborhoods like the rest of the city. The Young Lords first tried to clean
up neighborhoods themselves. They then built the uncollected garbage into
a five-foot tall barricade across Third Avenue in East Harlem and set it
ablaze. It stopped traffic and finally brought on improved sanitation
services.

Among other New York Young Lords actions, they physically took over
the First Spanish Methodist Church, providing a free breakfast program
inside of it, as well as a clothing program, free health services, day-care
services and a liberation school. They took a mobile chest x-ray machine
and brought it to where it was more needed. They later took over Lincoln
Hospital in the Bronx for 12 hours and demanded door-to-door preventive
health services, maternal and childcare aid, drug addiction treatment, senior
care services, and testing for lead paint poisoning and tuberculosis. They
carried out many of these services themselves until they could get the city’s
help.71

One Young Lords member, Vincent “Panama” Alba, had a heroin
problem as a teenager in the South Bronx, before Black Panther Cleo
Silvers helped to get him clean and sober. She also turned him on to
activism.72 Alba played a key role in politicizing the Latin Kings street



gang. Other prominent Young Lords leaders included Juan Gonzalez, who
had also been part of the Columbia Students for a Democratic Society
(SDS). Gonzalez later became an award-winning journalist, a longtime
columnist for the New York Daily News and a co-host of Democracy Now!
Other famous New York Young Lords include longtime television talk show
host Geraldo Rivera and Young Lords documentary filmmaker Iris Morales.
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Chapter Eighteen

Drugs and Murder of 
 Jamaica’s Bob Marley

ob Marley and Peter Tosh both grew up in squalid Jamaican homes.
They met and formed a singing group called the Wailers in the mid-

1960s. By the mid-’70s they broke into the American and British music
world as a hot new band playing reggae, a unique sound derived from
various elements of music from Black communities worldwide, filtered
through Jamaicans’ Rastafarian community influence. Their 1974 Burnin’
album was particularly known for its Black Power songs such as “I Shot the
Sheriff,” “Burnin’ and Lootin’,” and “Get Up, Stand Up.” The album’s
“Revolution” was a particularly incendiary song in saying there was no
political change without revolutionary struggle.1

By 1980, Bob Marley had become a hero for Africans. He played
concerts for leftist leader Robert Mugabe in Zimbabwe and supported leftist
struggles in Angola, Mozambique and South Africa. New York’s Black
Liberation Movement-aligned station, WLIB radio, worked to get Marley’s
next album, Uprising, nationwide play on mostly politically conservative
Black radio.2

Right-Wing Attacks on Jamaica and Marley

n the 1970s, democratic socialist leader Michael Manley took the office
of Prime Minister in Jamaica. Researchers uncovered covert U.S.

interventions that included arson, bombing and assassination The U.S. told
Prime Minister Manley they weren’t involved in covert actions against the
Jamaican government. However, Manley’s forces intercepted at least one
shipment containing 500 machine guns that came from a right-wing
Jamaican paramilitary faction with CIA roots and leaders convicted of drug
trafficking. This right-wing group also reportedly aided the trafficking of
cocaine and heroin into Jamaica.3



Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist Gary Webb said that, in 1977, two
investigative reporters found the CIA’s Jamaican station chief waged a
destabilization program against democratic socialist leader Michael Manley.
Cuban Bay of Pigs veteran Luis Posada Carriles helped the CIA make
covert shipments of arms to Manley’s opponents and sponsored violence
against Manley’s supporters that included bombings, assassinations, inciting
labor unrest and giving financial support and bribes to the conservative
Jamaican Labour Party.4

Marley, Peter Tosh and their Rastafarian friends preached that Jamaicans
should resist American interventions, and resist using heroin and coke,
limiting drug use to marijuana. Although their loyalty generally seemed
aligned with Manley’s government, right-wing officers arose within the
police department. There is documentation that in 1972 right-wing police
officers knocked down Tosh’s door, and in 1975 beat him badly, dislocating
several ribs.5

In 1976, when right-wing militia attacks on the government and its allies
escalated, the Governor-General of Jamaica declared a state of emergency.
Upcoming national elections saw the rise of right-wing militia-backed
Edward Seaga as the opposition. Prime Minister Michael Manley said the
CIA helped stir up armed unrest due to the upcoming elections. He said
government police loyal to him fought this calculated unrest organized by
his political opponents.

Several writers, including Gary Webb and former CIA agent Philip
Agee, documented how the CIA used money, guns and cocaine to
undermine Michael Manley’s administration. The CIA station chief in
Jamaica, with the help of some opposition groups, began a program that
included assassinations. The Jamaican Labour Party and their supportive
gangs were part of this cabal. At least one member later claimed he was
trained by the CIA to fight political wars for the JLP.6

The CIA’s concern about Bob Marley’s influence in Jamaica increased
after his 1976 song “Rat Race” stated, “Rasta don’t work for no CIA!”7 As
elections neared, Manley spent several long nights at Marley’s house. The
two planned a free concert sponsored by the Jamaican Ministry of Culture
just before the elections. The CIA undoubtedly feared Jamaicans would see
this as a Marley endorsement of the socialist prime minister.

The CIA-backed Jamaican Labour Party’s paramilitary force, the Shower
Posse, attacked Marley a week before the concert, holding him at gunpoint,



A

and successfully extorted money from him, an intimidation tactic to get him
to withhold any endorsement. Manley’s People’s National Party responded
by sending a cadre of gunmen to guard Marley’s home twenty-four hours a
day.8

Then, on the Friday night before the show, at a home where Marley was
holding a meeting, Shower Posse gunmen interrupted the meeting by firing
a barrage of bullets at the house. One gunman raced to the kitchen and shot
at Marley five times. One bullet went through Bob Marley’s chest and arm,
but did not kill him. The gunman hit Marley’s manager Don Taylor four
times, but he survived. Another bullet from the outside gunmen embedded
in the head of Bob’s wife, Rita Marley, and another went into a friend’s
stomach. All the victims survived the attack.9

Don Taylor said Rastafarians eventually captured several of the gunmen
who shot Marley. When confronted by Marley and Taylor, the attackers
confessed. Taylor described the situation: “Three young men were tied and
bound in the gully when we arrived. One, a young man I knew only as
Leggo Beast, told the ghetto court that four of them had been trained by the
CIA and given guns and unlimited supplies of cocaine to do the
assassination.”10

CIA Director’s Son Poisoned Bob Marley?

fter the attack, police and Rastafarians escorted the Marleys and
their band members to a secluded mountain encampment. Armed

government soldiers and machete-toting Rastas patrolled the encampment,
successfully protecting Bob Marley before the concert. Marley appeared at
the concert on stage with Prime Minister Manley and Manley’s PNP
handedly won the election.

However, those present at the encampment said an unarmed right-wing
agent, cameraman Carl Colby, attacked Marley in an unforeseen way.
Colby’s group was making a film of Marley’s concert. Unknown to anyone
on the film crew, Carl Colby was the son of CIA director William Colby.11

Manager Don Taylor also claimed in his memoirs that a “son of a prominent
CIA official” had been planted among the pre-election concert film crew as
part of a plan to assassinate Marley. Taylor said he was convinced that “the



CIA had been behind the plot to kill Bob Marley due to his possible
influence on Jamaican politics and the wider world.” Taylor further said that
the U.S. “behind Seaga and the JLP, frowned on Bob’s close association
with Michael Manley, whose own friendship with Fidel Castro was
regarded as disturbing as Bob’s strong appeal to white American youths.”12



Researcher Alex Constantine interviewed former Black Panther and
cinematographer Lee Lew-Lee, who was also a friend of some of the
Wailers. Lew-Lee said that Colby brought a new pair of boots for Marley,
and Marley immediately tried the boots on, a reported customary gesture of
appreciation among Rastafarians when receiving a gift. Sticking his foot in,
the singer exclaimed “Oww!” as something jabbed him. Marley pulled out a
length of metal wire embedded in the boot.

Lew-Lee said he thought nothing of the boot incident at the time but then
became suspicious when Marley was playing soccer and broke his toe on
that same foot several months after receiving the boots. When the bone
wouldn’t mend, doctors found it had cancer. Many suggested the wire in
Colby’s gift boots had a carcinogenic chemical compound on it. The cancer
eventually spread to Marley’s brain, lungs and liver.13

CIA documents from its MK-Ultra program detailed the program’s focus
on using methylcholanthrene, the most potent known carcinogen, to
assassinate its targets.14 On a Jamaican doctor’s advice, Marley traveled to
Germany and received treatment for eight months from Dr. Josef Issels,
without realizing Issels had previous worked alongside Nazi Dr. Joseph
Mengele. Constantine detailed the account of Marley’s mother, Cedella
Booker, who described how she visited her son when he was being treated
by Issels with a needle. She said Issels “plunged the needle straight into
Nesta’s [Marley’s] navel right down to the syringe. Nesta grunted and
winced. He could only lie there helplessly, writhing on the table, trying his
best to hide his pain.” Issels ridiculed Marley for grimacing, yanked out the
needle and strolled casually out of the room.15

In his last days, Marley toured the world, playing shows in pain, and still
had run-ins with CIA forces bent on defeating Manley’s democratic
socialist party. CIA operatives made additional threats against Marley if he
returned to Jamaica before the 1980 election in which Manley was seeking
a third term. The CIA also reportedly used their work inside the Inter-
American Press Association to influence the right-wing transformation of
the Jamaican Daily Gleaner newspaper. A Drug Enforcement Agency
intelligence report said that during the election campaign, political gangs
akin to the CIA-backed Shower Posse killed more than 700 people. Manley
lost the 1980 election. Bob Marley died of cancer in May of 1981 at the age
of thirty-six. Some 30,000 mourners attended his Jamaican wake.16



After that, former Wailer Peter Tosh collaborated with Rolling Stone
Mick Jagger. Tosh continued his political message music until 1987, when
gunmen who were part of the CIA-backed Jamaican Labour Party murdered
Tosh and a friend of his in Jamaica. Tosh’s producer, Wayne Johnson, cited
an unnamed Jamaican government official who told him one of the gunmen
was a police officer. Journalist Eric Williams reported that Tosh also owned
an apartment in New York. Williams said that purported burglars cleared
out that apartment, and a NYC public administrator somehow gained
possession of Tosh’s master tapes. In a 1994 article, Williams claimed that
an administrator hid them in a warehouse for years, barring the public from
hearing the political songs of one of the world’s most influential reggae
artists.17
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Chapter Nineteen

Drugs & CIA Targeting of Newton, Shakurs &
Other Panthers

Chemical warfare began to change the shape and attitude of the brothers and sisters who
participated in, what we called then, the revolution. Whether it be the civil rights aspect of
integrating into or assimilating into America, or the revolutionary nationalist fight for self-
determination and/or liberation by nationhood.… [Our] ability to fight chemical warfare was a
significant contribution.… So the Lincoln Detox became not only recognized by the community as a
political formation, but for its work in developing and saving men and women … we began to move
around the country and educated other communities around acupuncture drug withdrawal.

– Mutulu Shakur, cofounder of the Republic of New Afrika and Assistant Director of
Lincoln Detox.1

The Shakurs: Black Liberation Leaders

n the U.S. during the 1970s, the Weather Underground activists and the
Black Liberation Movement began to cooperate more closely. FBI

documents stolen in 1971 show the FBI used their Counterintelligence
program to target both groups, but waged particularly brutal attacks on the
Black Liberation Movement.2

A revered family had arisen amongst the East Coast Black Liberation
Movement—the Shakurs. El Hajj Sallahudin “Abba” Shakur and his wife
gave birth to Lumumba and Zayd Shakur (born Anthony and James
Coston). They also adopted and raised Mutulu Shakur, amongst other black
children. Abba Shakur was an organizer in Marcus Garvey’s United Negro
Improvement Association and later in Malcolm X’s Organization of Afro-
American Unity in New York City, where he was one of several in Malcolm
X’s inner circle of confidantes.3

Lumumba, Zayd and Mutulu Shakur joined Malcolm X’s group just
before the leader’s death. After that, Lumumba founded the Harlem Black
Panther Party chapter. Lumumba’s childhood friend, Sekou Odinga,
founded the Bronx Black Panther chapter with Zayd Shakur. Abba and
Mutulu Shakur became active in the Revolutionary Action Movement.4



Lumumba Shakur married Afeni Shakur in 1968. In the same year,
Mutulu Shakur became a cofounder of the Republic of New Afrika. The
RNA was politically aligned with the Panthers, had similar goals and
experienced similar police repression. The RNA formed when five hundred
grassroots activists from around the country met in Detroit to declare
independence for the black nation inside the U.S. The following year, police
attacked the RNA convention at Rev. C.L. Franklin’s (father of “Queen of
Soul” Aretha Franklin) New Bethel Church in Detroit. Police fired 800
rounds in the church, and held 150 people incommunicado before a judge
set up court in the police station and got most of them released.5

In April 1969, New York’s police intelligence unit, the Bureau of Special
Services, obtained an indictment for the arrest of Lumumba, Afeni, Sekou
Odinga, and eighteen other Black Panther leaders who were dubbed the
New York 21. Odinga escaped police pursuit on the morning of the New
York 21 arrest.6

The imprisoned Black Panthers chose Afeni Shakur to gain release on
bail first to speak and raise bail for the other Panthers. The Panthers elected
her the new Harlem Panther leader.7 A judge then revoked her bail and she
returned to jail. After what was the longest New York court case of its time,
a jury acquitted the remaining thirteen Panthers on trial. Several jurors cited
Afeni Shakur’s work as her own lawyer for their acquittal of the Panthers in
1971.8

Afeni had become pregnant with another Panther’s child when out on
bail in 1970, and Lumumba divorced her. A few months after Afeni’s 1971
court acquittal, she gave birth to Tupac Shakur, the future rap icon.9 By
1973, Afeni moved in with Lumumba’s adopted brother Mutulu Shakur.10

Mutulu Shakur also worked as a political education instructor at Lincoln
Detox in the Bronx in the early 1970s. He got a degree in acupuncture by
the mid-1970s and used it to successfully treat drug addicts. It still remains
the most nationally reknowned center for acupuncture drug treatment
training. Mutulu started national acupuncture groups and lectured on the
subject worldwide.



Describing his work, Mutulu said, “Chemical warfare began to change
the shape and attitude of the brothers and sisters who participated in what
we called then, the revolution. Whether it be the civil rights aspect of
integrating into or assimilating into America, or the revolutionary
nationalist fight for self-determination and/or liberation by nationhood.…
[Our] ability to fight chemical warfare was a significant contribution.… So
the Lincoln Detox became not only recognized by the community as a
political formation, but for its work in developing and saving men and
women … we began to move around the country and educated other
communities around acupuncture drug withdrawal.”11

While Mutulu worked at Lincoln Detox, other Shakurs contributed
significantly as Black Liberation Movement leaders. Afeni accepted
invitations to speak at Harvard, Yale, and other colleges nationwide.

Before the Panther 21 gained their acquittal, Bronx Black Panther
Minister of Information Zayd Shakur had made progress in mending the
feud between the New York Panthers and the Oakland, California Panther
leadership. The FBI’s Counterintelligence Program had manufactured this
rift between Huey Newton’s Oakland National Panther Office and Panther
Minister of Information, Eldridge Cleaver, then exiled in Algeria. Some
New York Panther 21 members aligned themselves with Cleaver. The FBI
accomplished this with fake letters and undercover agents.

Zayd had gone underground after he felt that FBI undercover agents
were threatening his life and he saw some of his fellow Panthers killed.



After Sekou Odinga returned to America, he and Zayd started a new
militant self-defense group, the Black Liberation Army, which reportedly
protected activist leaders from armed police assault by regularly positioning
snipers on various black neighborhood rooftop locations.12

Zayd’s close Panther friend, Assata Shakur (born Joanne Chesimard),
quit the Panthers because of the New York/Oakland feud. The respect
Assata attained among other Panthers led to continued targeting anyway.
Seeing her picture on the front page of the Daily News with the notice that
she was wanted for questioning about a policeman’s murder scared her into
joining Zayd in his underground hideout.13

The FBI started a propaganda campaign against Assata Shakur, calling
her “the revolutionary mother hen” of the Black Liberation Army, which
was accused of murdering a number of New York City police officers. Most
of these accusations came with little evidence and few valid convictions.
The FBI conducted a nationwide manhunt for Assata in 1972, and put her
on their Most Wanted list with her picture plastered in police precincts and
banks as a shoot-to-kill target.14

In May of 1973, New Jersey police pulled over Zayd and Assata
Shakur’s car. Police fatally shot Zayd, while wounding Assata and former
NY Panther Sundiata Acoli. One of the police officers was also shot and
killed. Assata said police beat her at the scene, then tortured her in a
hospital and in custody.15

New Jersey police charged Assata with killing the police officer. The
case didn’t reach trial for four years because prosecutors brought Assata to
trial six times for alleged involvement in half a dozen other major criminal
actions spanning several years. They failed to gain a conviction at any of
those venues.16

By 1976, Assata’s lead trial lawyer, Stanley Cohen, reported several
breakthroughs in her case, and was found dead from a physical attack soon
after, with all his papers stolen.17 At the trial, Assata’s other lawyers
presented tests and medical experts to prove her innocence in court. For
example, Assata’s fingers tested negative for gun residue, and police shot
Assata while she had her hands raised. Doctors said the bullet immediately
severed a median nerve that wouldn’t have allowed Assata to pull a trigger.
Nonetheless, prosecutors won a conviction against her for killing the police
officer during that 1973 stop.18



Within the next few years, a group labeled the Black Liberation Army’s
Multinational Task Force took on a daring operation. This group reportedly
consisted of members from the Weather Underground, the Puerto Rican
group the Young Lords, and the Black Liberation Army. They broke Assata
Shakur out of prison and helped her gain political exile status in Cuba. She
remained there in 2015, despite million dollar bounties being placed on her
capture, and having been the first woman placed on the FBI’s list of most
wanted terrorists in 2013.19

Mutulu Shakur’s life-long activism put him under constant FBI
surveillance. The FBI had developed a file on Mutulu, and agents delivered
reports on him to the FBI Director every three months since he was
nineteen years old.20

Mutulu Shakur also cofounded and directed the National Task Force for
Cointelpro Litigation and Research.21 Afeni Shakur, Mutulu’s live-in
partner, worked with Mutulu on this project. Afeni’s activism particularly
focused on a New York City lawsuit started by a wide array of antiwar
activists, including Abbie Hoffman. This historic lawsuit accused the New
York City police department of violating the legal rights of New York
activists with everything from illegal spying to murder.22

After close to a decade, a judge agreed with most of the lawsuit’s
charges. The suit’s lead lawyer, Barbara Handschu, helped the group gain
the most restrictions on police intelligence of any city nationwide. This
forced the NYPD to officially end its police Cointelpro activities.23

However, in the 1980s, the same judge ruled in a later case involving
Mutulu Shakur that the NYPD had actually continued its Cointelpro
activities.24

By the 1970s, Mutulu Shakur had become the Assistant Director of
Lincoln Detox in the Bronx. Others working with Lincoln Detox included
Black Liberation movement activists, members of the Latino community’s
version of the Panthers, the Young Lords, and white SDS/Weather
Underground activists, such as Bernardine Dohrn’s sister, Jennifer Dohrn.25



The National Acupuncture Detoxification Association (NADA)
attributes its birth to Lincoln Detox (later changed to “Lincoln Recovery”).
The clinic started after a group of activists formed the United Bronx Drug
Fighters to demand drug detox at Lincoln Hospital, which didn’t have it in
1970. At this time clinicians agreed with addicts’ account of having to wait
up to a year to get into addiction treatment programs in New York City.
While starting with the innovative use of methadone for detox instead of
maintenance, both staff and addicts desired a non-drug method of detox.
Around late 1973, a Chinese doctor published his findings of acupuncture’s
success with opiate detox, and Lincoln Detox began using it with great
results. While some research questions acupuncture’s success with



addiction, studies out of Yale University and Britain’s top medical journal,
The Lancet, support its efficacy.26

NADA cited three key people amongst Lincoln Detox’s rise: Jose
Aponte, Mutulu Shakur and Richard Taft, MD. NADA gave details
supporting Mutulu Shakur’s description of how conservative forces
conducted “low-intensity warfare” against Lincoln Detox. Medical Director
Richard Taft began receiving death threats and somebody shot at him,
leading him to start carrying a gun. Dr. Taft was then found dead. The
NADA description suggested that he was murdered. Mutulu Shakur said
somebody tried to make it look like a heroin overdose to discredit the clinic.
The drug was found in his skin, but not in his blood. Mutulu said Taft’s was
just one of at least several early murders among targeting tactics. Mutulu
said that Assata’s lawyer, Stanley Cohen, “the best attorney that the clinic
and revolutionaries had,” was found dead in a similar state as Taft,
physically attacked and found by the coroner to have an “overdose” of
cocaine in him.27

Despite its reported success, Lincoln Detox was defunded by New York
City in 1978. The clinic continued without funding. Reports vary on
numbers, but estimates of 50-200 police were sent to close Lincoln Detox
and physically force Mutulu and other workers out of the Lincoln Hospital
area. Mutulu continued his work anyway, founding a national acupuncture
group, the Black Acupuncture Advisory Association of North America
(BAAANA). He was invited to China, Zimbabwe and Europe to further his
work. In an interview decades later, Mutulu described many top activists
who took part in BAAANA, but were then targeted by U.S. intelligence.
For example, he said that Nehanda Abiodun “is still being hunted by the
law, the FBI, CIA, Interpol. She was a sister who helped start BAAANA on
129th St. between 7th and 8th Avenue in Harlem. She was a part of the
Republic of New Afrika’s cadre and was one of the first organizers of the
New Afrikan People’s Organization.”28

The FBI said Mutulu founded the Black Liberation Army’s
Multinational Task Force (MTF).29 Researchers said some MTF members,
the multi-ethnic activist group that included Weather Underground
members, worked at Lincoln Detox and took extreme measures when the
city tried to close it. The government charged the group with robbing banks
to support Lincoln Detox when the city barred its funding. The FBI also
charged the MTF with breaking Assata Shakur from jail. A judge convicted



members of the MTF on a failed Brinks bank truck robbery in 1981 that
killed two police officers and a guard. Police went after Mutulu, not for any
involvement in the actual crime, but for being a “co-conspirator.” Mutulu
went underground but was caught and brought to trial in 1986. In 1988 he
was convicted and sentenced to 60 years in prison.30

Mutulu Shakur remains imprisoned as a purported co-conspirator in the
attempted robbery, while other MTF members closely involved have gained
their freedom. For example, white Weather Underground member Kathy
Boudin sat in the front of the getaway truck with Black Liberation Army
members in the back. She was released in 2003 after two decades in prison.

Weather Underground member Marilyn Buck was also convicted of
involvement in the Brinks truck robbery and Assata’s prison break. She had
cancer, was released in July of 2010, and died the following month. White
Weather Underground member David Gilbert remains in jail for aiding the
Black Liberation Army in that incident.31 Others convicted for that incident,
among other charges, include former Black Panther 21 members-turned
BLA members Kuwasi Balagoon and Sekou Odinga. Balagoon died in
prison in 1986. The courts also convicted Odinga regarding Assata’s prison
break. He was released from prison in November of 2014.32

Overall, these radical leftists received hugely disproportionate sentences
compared to right-wing radicals. For example, researchers Ward Churchill
and Jim Vander Wall pointed out how MTF supporters Susan Rosenberg
and Tim Blunk were captured at a cache of explosives in 1984 and received
unprecedented 58-year prison sentences. In comparison, Dennis Malvesi, a
right-wing fanatic convicted of actually using explosives to blow up
abortion clinics in the early 1980s, only received a seven-year prison
sentence.33

In 1971, New York City had closed its Bureau of Special Services
Cointelpro unit but some of the activities continued, according to a federal
judge’s report. Police whistleblowers reported working in New York City
Police Department’s Protective Research Unit, inside the Intelligence Unit,
which they called the “Black Desk,” to spy on political black leaders.
Another unit created in 1980 was the Joint Terrorist Task Force that New
York and U.S. intelligence started in response to the Black Liberation Army
and the Multinational Task Force. California started a similar ad hoc unit
out of Los Angeles. The FBI utilized these Task Forces as open amalgams
of national, state and city police units formerly run covertly.34
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A judge acknowledged Cointelpro’s continuance against Mutulu despite
the FBI’s claim that it disbanded. At the end of Mutulu’s trial, the federal
district court judge said, “The rights of Mr. Shakur … were violated by the
Cointelpro program.”35 Still, Mutulu started serving a sixty-year sentence in
August of 1988 for conspiracy to commit armed robbery and murder, and
aiding Assata Shakur’s prison escape. The parole board repeatedly denied
parole for Mutulu, partly because he refused to renounce his politics,
repeating the pattern of L.A. Panther leader Geronimo Pratt.36

U.S. Continues Targeting Afeni Shakur

he FBI never stopped targeting Afeni Shakur, probably using agents
within their cocaine distribution network for some tasks. Initially, and

for many years, the FBI visited Afeni’s job sites and intimidated employers
into firing her or not hiring her. Afeni, her son Tupac, and her daughter with
Mutulu, Sekyiwa, moved dozens of times, often sleeping on friends’
floors.37



Despite this destitution, Afeni managed to stay politically active in the
1970s and early 1980s. For example, she continued her work on the
Handschu lawsuit against New York City.38 Afeni also wrote a chapter of a
book, Human Rights for Everybody. The book was co-written by other
activists including her ex-husband Lumumba Shakur, Howard Zinn, Noam
Chomsky, Grace Paley, and Juan Jose Pena.39

The FBI, under the Reagan/Bush administration, had a motive to
neutralize Afeni Shakur to stop her successful work in helping restrict New
York police intelligence. By 1982, within a year of Mutulu Shakur going
underground, a drug dealer named Kenneth “Legs” Saunders entered
Afeni’s life. After moving through dozens of homes and homeless shelters,
Afeni moved into Legs’s home.40 Legs eased Afeni’s poverty while she
tried to raise Tupac and Sekyiwa. Afeni said Legs got her to use crack
cocaine. “That was our way of socializing,” she said. “He would come
home late at night and stick a pipe in my mouth.”41

Research suggests that U.S. intelligence inserted Legs into beleaguered
Afeni’s life. Radio reporter Richard Boyle, who covered the trial of
Vietnam Veterans Against the War leaders in the ’70s, found it wasn’t
uncommon for U.S. intelligence to use “women or men, to get in personal
relationships with their targets.”42

Legs’s connections indicate this was his role in 1982. He was an
associate of New York drug lord Nicky Barnes.43 Barnes assisted the first
national “Black drug kingpin,” Frank Matthews, who worked untouched for
years. As mentioned, the Justice Department indicted Matthews’s entire
network in 1973, but dropped charges on nine of them due to their CIA ties.
Matthews left the U.S. with millions of dollars. Barnes took Matthews’s
place from 1973 into the late 1980s. Barnes’s ability to remain jail-free
suggested he was either one of the nine with CIA ties or he had similar U.S.
intelligence support. Professor Clarence Lusane found Barnes won so many
“acquittals on gun, narcotics, bribery and murder charges,” the New York
Times called him “Mr. Untouchable.”44

Afeni Shakur’s relationship with Legs Saunders ended several years
later, when she moved to Baltimore and he went to prison for credit card
fraud. When she called to talk to him, a prison official claimed he died of a
crack-induced heart attack.45



Afeni reportedly relapsed with her cocaine addiction when living in
Baltimore from approximately 1984 until 1987. She further used crack
cocaine for four years after she moved herself, her son Tupac Shakur, and
his half-sister Sekyiwa, to Marin City, outside Oakland, California in 1987.
She moved into the home of Geronimo Pratt’s wife, Linda Pratt.46

In 1991 Afeni finally gained long-term sobriety. The wife of another
Panther 21 defendant first tricked Afeni into attending inpatient drug
treatment.47 Afeni then started attending Narcotics Anonymous (NA) at the
urge of the Panther 21 comrade’s adult daughter. She gained her long-term
sobriety that year with the help of a sponsor and support network through
NA.48

Afeni Shakur’s other activism had included her work on Black Panther
Geronimo Pratt’s defense team, which she returned to with her sobriety.
Former Los Angeles FBI Cointelpro agent Wes Swearingen and other
agents testified that L.A. FBI informants set Geronimo Pratt up on a murder
frame-up.49 An FBI-paid lawyer had infiltrated Pratt’s defense counsel,
according to the California Attorney General’s office in a declaration filed
in court, and the FBI paid another person on Pratt’s defense team. This led
to Pratt’s conviction and imprisonment for over 25 years.50

While Afeni Shakur and Geronimo Pratt’s defense team initially failed to
have Pratt acquitted, the lawyers did uncover how he had been targeted by
joint efforts of the CIA’s Chaos program, and the FBI’s Cointelpro. Pratt’s
defense team eventually gained his release from prison. The U.S. awarded
Pratt several million dollars as compensation for false imprisonment in
1997.51

Six years later, reporters revealed another example of U.S. intelligence
using an undercover agent to exploit the weakness of a black woman
activist. In 2003, the New York Times described how an FBI informant
became the boyfriend of Malcolm X’s daughter, Qubilah Shabazz, and then
ensnared her in a plot to assassinate Nation of Islam leader Louis Farrakan.
The boyfriend convinced Shabazz that Farrakan plotted against her mother,
Betty Shabazz. The article claimed that Betty Shabazz blamed Farrakan for
some aspect of Malcolm X’s death. It’s possible that the boyfriend also
contributed to Qubilah Shabazz’s apparent drug problem, as the government
agreed to drop the charges if Shabazz agreed to see a psychiatrist and to get
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drug treatment (the government also switched custody of her 12 year-old
son Malcolm to Betty Shabazz).52

The Assassination of Huey Newton

s documented earlier, the CIA waged psychological warfare on
Black Panther national cofounder Huey Newton his entire life after

prison until his death at the age of forty-seven.53 In the 1970s, a U.S. Senate
Committee published an admission that as early as 1970 the FBI, the
Central Intelligence Agency, the Defense Intelligence Agency and the
National Security Agency began cooperatively targeting Newton as part of
their “Enemy’s List.”54 In one example described earlier, U.S. intelligence
appeared to have also used the tactic of an undercover agent acting as a
romantic partner and using drugs to undermine an activist when Elaine
Brown brought cocaine into Newton’s life just after he came out of prison
in 1970.55

The exact extent of Huey Newton’s involvement with cocaine still
remains up for debate. National Black Panther cofounder Bobby Seale said
he split with Newton by 1973, as Newton had started dealing cocaine by
that time. On the other hand, Newton wrote and published his
autobiography, Revolutionary Suicide, in 1973, suggesting he was more
functional than most full-fledged addicts. Huey Newton also worked
towards attaining a doctorate in the 1970s. In his doctoral dissertation, War
Against the Panthers, published in 1980, Newton meticulously detailed
U.S. intelligence’s unsuccessful attempts to arrest him for drug
involvement.56

In War Against the Panthers, Newton also detailed how the FBI tried to
kill him in 1973 by having police shoot up the door of his next-door
neighbor at 5 a.m. one day. He knew the neighbor was dealing drugs, but
only later found out the FBI was paying the neighbor’s rent. Newton
believed it was an attempt to lure him into defending the neighbor and
getting shot in the process.57

By 1988, Newton had started a Panther-inspired school for children in
Oakland, California. That year, police arrested Huey Newton on a minor
charge that put him in prison with former Los Angeles Panther leader



Geronimo Pratt.58 In prison, Pratt took Newton under his wing while
Newton was reportedly in drug withdrawal, and the two compared their
intelligence files. They saw how the FBI and CIA set them against each
other and manufactured the war between Newton’s Oakland Office and the
New York Panthers, with whom Pratt had been close.

On August 22, 1988, the day officials were to release Newton from
prison, he chose to remain incarcerated and announced a press conference
for the following day. There, he said he wouldn’t leave prison until officials
freed Pratt. However, Pratt asked Newton to leave and help him from the
outside.59

Once out, Huey Newton worked with Pratt’s lawyer and made speeches
for his release. In the summer of 1989, East Coast Black Panthers had
restarted a Black Panther newspaper. Newton called them and said he
wanted to reunite and restart the East Coast and West Coast Black
Panthers.60 U.S. intelligence reportedly still had Newton under surveillance,
and these moves likely contributed to his early death.

On August 22, 1989, on the one-year anniversary of Newton’s refusal to
leave prison on Geronimo Pratt’s behalf, a gunman murdered Newton in
Oakland. A minor conviction for gun possession had left Newton unarmed.
The assailant shot Newton three times, including twice in the head as he lay
on the ground.61

In addition to its anniversary timing, many other aspects of Newton’s
murder suggest it was a U.S. intelligence assassination. The San Francisco
Examiner caught Oakland Police Lt. Mike Sims in a number of lies about
the murder. When Sims repeatedly said the police had “no suspects, no
clues,” the Examiner reported police had been videotaped arresting three
men near the scene within minutes of the murder. Sims later said only two
were arrested, neither of whom were linked to Newton’s murder. Oakland
Police corrected Sims the following day, saying the two were suspects,
though they only named and charged one. It is important to note that FBI
Special Agent in Charge, Richard Held, spoke with Sims at this press
conference.62

The FBI and police claimed the accused shooter, Tyrone Robinson,
appeared to have acted in self-defense when Newton pulled a gun after an
argument over money he owed Robinson for cocaine. The earlier police
statement that they didn’t find a gun belonging to Newton at the scene
contradicts this claim. The account also doesn’t explain why the shooter



would put two extra bullets in Newton’s head as he lay on the street from
the first bullet. As a Special Forces commando described for an unrelated
article, putting two extra bullets in the head is a signature move in a combat
military execution.63

Witness Michelle Johnson, who lived just across the street from where
Newton was killed, gave a description of the killing consistent with a
murder setup. Johnson heard a brief argument and recognized one of the
two men as Huey Newton. The other man ordered Newton into a car.
Newton protested, “Man, I ain’t getting in your car.” She next heard shots,
peeked out her window and saw Newton slumped on the sidewalk. This
firsthand account refutes the notion thatNewton was killed over drugs, but
rather that Newton’s assailants had kidnapping and murder plans.64

Johnson’s description, along with other aspects of the murder, bolsters
the contentions of Newton’s brother and area activists that the FBI



murdered Newton.65 Several writers support the accounts of Newton’s close
friends who said the police had Newton under constant surveillance. These
factors strongly indicate U.S. intelligence set up his assassination.66

The assassination of other black leaders came with similar anniversary or
threat timing. Martin Luther King’s family lawyer, William Pepper, made it
clear that U.S. intelligence orchestrated Martin Luther King’s assassination
exactly one year after he officially announced his opposition to the Vietnam
War.67 A gunman assassinated Congo president Laurent Kabila on January
16, 2001, exactly forty years after the U.S. aided the assassination of
Kabila’s former comrade, and Congo’s first independently elected
president, Patrice Lumumba.68 This tactic offers an implicit warning to
those of similar leftist persuasions.
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Chapter Twenty

U.S. Intelligence Drug Trafficking: Cocaine &
Heroin

In a 1988 report, the panel documented that covert networks supplying arms to the Contras with the
blessing of U.S. officials were also bringing narcotics to American cities at the height of the urban
drug epidemic. (A decade later, a CIA inspector general’s report concluded the same.)

– Findings of U.S. Senate foreign relations investigative subcommittee, reported in the
Washington Post.1

he CIA payroll in Jamaica included many political operatives who
later, “immigrated to the United States. They settled into the large

Jamaican and Caribbean communities in Miami and New York City. In the
early 1980s, the [Shower] Posse leaders … evolved from small-time
marijuana sellers into nationwide cocaine and crack distributors.”2

In 1983, Vice-President George H.W. Bush ordered Oliver North and the
CIA to set up drug shipments from Latin America to the U.S. east coast.
North reportedly contracted with the chief cocaine producer in Bolivia that
year to airlift over 500 tons of cocaine to the east coast for distribution by a
Columbian cartel.3 The Shower Posse members apparently served as some
of their lower-level dealers before their roles grew larger in time.

Iran-Contra Cocaine & the War on Ethnic Groups

o much information was made public about the CIA paying
Nicaraguan Contras and aiding them in the trafficking of cocaine, it

led to nationally televised Congressional hearings in the 1980s. One insider,
Al Martin, a retired U.S. Navy Lt. Commander and former officer in the
Office of Naval Intelligence, testified as a whistleblower about his
involvement. Pulitzer Prize-winning investigative reporter Gary Webb also
investigated these CIA covert operations and published a week of front-
page articles in the San Jose Mercury News. Webb detailed them more



extensively in his book Dark Alliance: The CIA, the Contras, and the Crack
Cocaine Explosion.4

While Webb’s 1996 San Jose Mercury News articles gained mass
dissemination through the Internet, veteran journalists such as the
Associated Press’s Robert Parry first broke the story in 1986. This
contributed to the U.S. Congress holding hearings in the 1980s. Much of
mainstream media ended up attacking Webb and the San Jose Mercury
News, pressuring the publisher to stop the series with only half of the
articles printed. Nonetheless, the aforementioned 1998 report by the CIA
Inspector General stated the CIA did work with the Contras in trafficking
cocaine, vindicating Webb and backing his findings.5

In 1986, the Nicaraguan military shot down a counter-revolutionary
Contra supply plane laden with drugs, flying over Nicaragua. Southern Air
Transport, a Florida-based cargo airline once controlled by the CIA,
provided the plane. The event unraveled U.S. intelligence’s secret war on
Nicaragua, with investigations prompting Congressional hearings. It was
found that the Contras were being illegally funded by the U.S. through
cocaine trafficking, as well as the sales of arms to Iran. When the public
first found out about these operations in the late 1980s, the media dubbed it
the Iran-Contra scandal.

The seeds for Iran-Contra were planted seven years earlier, when
Ayatollah Khomeini led the faction to overthrow the U.S-backed Shah of
Iran. Khomeini’s government whipped up hatred towards the U.S. and took
hostages whom they freed the day of President Ronald Reagan’s
inauguration. Credible books claim weapons company owners who
supported Reagan promised the Iranians arms sales if they held the hostages
past election day, to help Reagan defeat President Carter. This secret
agreement has been called the October Surprise.6 Congress said Reagan
authorized such deals several years later.

Reagan and Bush then used the money received from these arms sales
for the illegal funding of a counter-revolutionary army against Nicaragua.
In 1980, newly elected President Reagan and Vice President George H.W.
Bush began building support for the Nicaraguan Contras, after the socialist
Sandanista government had seized power the year before. Early in the ’80s,
Congress cut off U.S. government funding of the Contras due to their
human-rights abuses, but Bush illegally reinstated it with the Iran-Contra
cocaine operations. George Washington University archived the Reagan



administration government documents on this part of the scandal, as well as
the illegal, covert war against the Nicaraguan government.7

By 1986, the shot-down CIA plane that the Reagan/Bush operation used
had secretly transported drugs and guns for years.8 In the early 1980s, Barry
Seal, “one of the biggest cocaine and marijuana importers in the southern
United States,” had piloted the plane. Louisiana’s attorney general said Seal
smuggled “between $3 billion and $5 billion worth of drugs into the U.S.”9

Barry Seal had many connections to the CIA. Seal officially worked for
the Agency in 1984, purportedly for a drug sting. Seal transported drugs
through a small airport that was federally confirmed as a “joint training
operation with another federal agency.” A National Security Council staffer
said Seal’s “records showed him to be a contract CIA operative both before
and during his years of drug running in Mena, Arkansas in the 1980s.”10

Writer Michael Montalvo documented how Marine Lt. Col. Oliver
North’s own diary entries disclosed much of his role supervising the
transportation of “over 500 tons of cocaine … to the poor masses of the
inner cities and across the USA.” North purported the shipments were only
trying to save Central America from Communism by funding the anti-
Sandanista Contras.11

Reporter Webb and others described how the CIA operation
accomplished this massive cocaine distribution by luring low-level drug
dealers into high-level national trafficking. These CIA-backed suppliers
trafficked the largest amounts of cocaine ever in this country, dropping
kilogram prices from $60,000 to $12,000 in a year.12 Although the method
of turning cocaine into more affordable and addictive “crack” first got the
government’s attention in 1979, widespread marketing was not achieved
until the early 1980s. Evidence indicates that U.S. intelligence used Los
Angeles-based national crack cocaine traffickers, giving them virtual legal
immunity for years.13

Oliver North oversaw the Contra operation with his direct supervisor,
Vice President George H.W. Bush. North worked as National Security
Advisor to Bush while Bush headed the National Security Council. They
kept documentation of these operations under wraps through President
Reagan’s Executive Order 123333. The order “‘privatized’ NSC
intelligence operations and permitted agencies other than the CIA to carry
out special operations without reporting its activities … [allowing] any



private enterprise the NSC set up, to carry out covert operations.” This
barred researchers from attaining any government documentation through
Freedom of Information Act filings.14

A long list of other researchers and people investigating aspects of the
drug trade and drug war backed Gary Webb’s account. Besides Professor
Peter Dale Scott, Drug Enforcement Agency veteran Mike Levine wrote
about his findings of CIA drug trafficking in his exposé Deep Cover. He
repeated the allegations for years in his weekly Pacifica radio program,
Expert Witness.15

At least one other DEA agent, Celerino Castillo, testified to the House
Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence about the CIA drugs- and
arms-trafficking. A Senate committee chaired by Sen. John Kerry also
interviewed key witnesses such as imprisoned drug dealers and money
launderers, who disclosed their roles in the huge cocaine-trafficking
scheme. Senior DEA supervisory agent Dennis Dayle said, “In my thirty-
year history in DEA, the major targets of my investigations almost
invariably turned out to be working for the CIA.” And finally, Leslie
Cockburn exposed similar information in her book Out of Control, as did
Nation columnist Alexander Cockburn, in White Out.16

Los Angeles Police Department narcotics detective Michael C. Ruppert
reported giving over two hundred and fifty pages of documents to members
of the U.S. Senate Select Committee investigating CIA drug dealing. In his
1997 testimony to that committee, Ruppert said that his evidence showed



conclusively that, as a matter of national policy, set at the National Security Council—the
White House—elements of the CIA, in concert with elements of the military, and other federal
agencies, have dealt drugs to Americans for at least three decades. Major defense contractors
like E-Systems have also engaged in such traffic.

Ruppert further said his evidence indicated “that the CIA has infiltrated
and established illegal relationships with a number of police departments
around the country. One of the purposes of this has been to protect CIA
drug operations from law enforcement. I have personal knowledge of this
activity in Los Angeles and New Orleans and have documented such a case
in New York City.”17

The Washington Post summarized confirmation of what the U.S.
Senate’s foreign relations investigative subcommittee found:

In a 1988 report, the panel documented that covert networks supplying arms to the Contras
with the blessing of U.S. officials were also bringing narcotics to American cities at the height
of the urban drug epidemic. (A decade later, a CIA Inspector General’s report concluded the
same.)18

Associated Press and Newsweek journalist Robert Parry documented
how George H.W. Bush was CIA Director in 1976, and how he continued to
run intelligence operations for three decades through CIA staff that
remained loyal to him. A congressional committee noted how when
President Carter nominated Stansfield Turner as CIA Director to succeed
Bush, Bush loyalist William Casey helped engineer a secret CIA office
behind President Carter’s back from 1977-1981. Casey ran operations for
the wealthiest conservative families without President Carter’s
knowledge.19

Parry detailed how Casey then became President Reagan’s CIA Director,
working under Vice President Bush. Casey proceeded to create a clique of
CIA officers who maintained decades of dominance, including his key
assistant, Robert Gates, head of the Defense Intelligence Agency. Parry also
described many others as “Gates’s clones,” such as George Tenet (CIA
Director 1997-2004, straddling the terms of presidents Clinton and George
W. Bush), David Cohen and John McLaughlin, among others. These figures
remained in top U.S. intelligence positions until at least 2009. Gates
became George H.W. Bush’s CIA Director, George W. Bush’s Secretary of
Defense and President Barak Obama’s Secretary of Defense for several
years.20
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U.S. Navy Lt. Commander Al Martin, the whistleblower involved in the
Iran-Contra crack affair, showed letters from Congressmen thanking him
for his testimony regarding the Iran-Contra crack hearings. He had testified
about how Vice President Bush appointed CIA and FBI personnel to have
direct contact with narcotics traffickers. Martin also testified that U.S.
intelligence manipulated U.S. Customs to ensure certain aircraft and ships
were not inspected. Martin further stated that U.S. intelligence maintained
secured shipping routes and narcotics storage facilities.21

Closer to the street level of drug dealing, about the same time as Nicky
Barnes and Legs Saunders dealt cocaine, the CIA was running a California-
based cocaine-trafficking operation with a similar network. During that
mid-’80s time period, U.S. intelligence-paid operatives supplied the
nation’s west coast-based premier drug trafficker, “Freeway” Ricky Ross.
Before his arrest in 1989 by an apparently honest federal agent, prosecutors
said, Ross bought and resold several metric tons of cocaine. This earned the
equivalent, in 2013 dollars, of a $2.5 billion gross profit and $850 million
net profit.22

CIA Contra Crack Operations Under Bush and Gov. Clinton

hile the Iran-Contra scandal was an obvious reflection of
Reagan/Bush politics on behalf of the ruling oligarchy, most of the

media hid politically-hot aspects of the scandal. One such aspect involved
future president Bill Clinton, who either cooperated with the CIA on the
drug-trafficking operation, or at least turned a blind eye while he was
governor of Arkansas. Trafficker Barry Seal’s primary airport of entry was
Mena, Arkansas. Reporter Gary Webb said, “Clinton’s critics have charged
that it was impossible for the governor of Arkansas to have been unaware of
Seal’s activities at Mena.”23

Terry Reed, an Air Force intelligence officer and FBI informant, wrote in
his memoir Compromised that he aided the CIA Contra project under
Clinton’s watch. This project facilitated gun- and drug-smuggling, with a
weapons manufacturing company inside a fake “parking meter” factory in
Arkansas. Other CIA-connected individuals set up similar front companies
in the U.S. and in Nicaragua’s neighbor, El Salvador.24 This trafficking
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fueled a covert war on the Sandinistas, while massive inner-city crack
cocaine distribution triggered a proliferation of gang wars in the U.S.

It is interesting to note that a court convicted Clinton’s brother Roger and
a high-powered supporter, Danny Ray Lasater, as co-conspirators with
twenty-four other codefendants for drug trafficking out of Little Rock,
Arkansas. Lasater was an investment bond broker in Little Rock, the largest
bond community in the U.S. outside of New York City. This was probably
due in part to laundered drug money, since bond brokers can play an
intermediary role to keep the investors anonymous.25

The CIA Inspector General’s office confirmed that the CIA ran a joint
training operation with another federal agency at Mena’s airport. Thus
Clinton, reported as knowingly allowing Lasater’s trafficking, either
colluded with the CIA’s operation or looked past it. An Arkansas State
Police intelligence unit officer said that he was then ordered to shred nearly
a thousand documents related to Mena and Iran-Contra.26

This foreshadowed how President Bill Clinton would tolerate
intelligence operations during his presidency in the 1990s. Indeed, America
increased its operations and military aid in Columbia in that decade.
Accordingly, Columbia increased its coca leaf production fields from 3.8 to
12.3 thousand hectares from 1991 to 1999.27

Drug War Against Poor People of Color

s the 1980s came to a close, in many American cities cocaine and its
cheaper and quicker delivery system, the rock-like smokeable

“crack,” had risen in popularity to at least equal the problem of heroin
addiction.28 In African-American and Latino neighborhoods, gangs
increased in numbers, with the largest being Los Angeles’s rival Bloods and
Crips. A Hollywood film, Colors, the title coming from their opposing red
and blue bandana colors, made them well known worldwide.

In communities where these drugs were sold, users developed addictions
to them that resulted in loss of money, jobs and families. Addicts developed
tolerances to the drugs, and had to use more to get the same effect. Men
often had to deal and/or steal to afford them. Women had to deal, steal or
prostitute themselves.29



The violence stemming from these gang wars for command of drug-
dealing turf harmed communities around the country. Many people were
killed in these wars, including innocent adults and children who were in the
wrong place at the wrong time. As fear rose, those who could flee from
crime-ridden urban areas did so, bringing down the tax base and
impoverishing inner city areas with abandoned buildings and limited
revenue to pay for services.

Law professor Michelle Alexander studied the issue of drugs for years.
In a review of Alexander’s book The New Jim Crow, magazine writer Arnie
Cooper said,

The “War on Drugs” was the creation of conservative political strategists.… That it resulted in
disproportionate drug-arrest rates in poor communities of color may even have been part of the
plan.… Alexander’s statistics [show that] in 2004, 75 percent of all people imprisoned for drug
offenses were black or Latino, despite the fact that the majority of the country’s illegal-drug
users and dealers are white.30

Supporting Michelle Alexander’s conclusions, a New York Times column
noted that President Clinton signed a law (originally formulated under
President G.H.W. Bush) establishing the 100-to-1 punishment ratio for
crack cocaine possession versus powder, meaning sentencing guidelines of
six months for possession of a small amount of powder cocaine were six
hundred months (50 years) for possession of the same amount of crack
cocaine. The Times column said, “Clinton signed this despite the pleas of
civil rights leaders who correctly predicted that this would be an anvil
dropping on the black community.” Alexander’s The New Jim Crow spent
ten months on the New York Times bestseller list. In her introduction,
Alexander wrote,

Few legal rules meaningfully constrain the police in the drug war, and enormous financial
incentives have been granted to law enforcement to engage in mass drug arrests through
military-style tactics. Once swept into the system, one’s chances of ever being truly free are
slim, often to the vanishing point … [The New Jim Crow] debunks the notion that rates of black
imprisonment can be explained by crime rates and identifies the huge racial disparities at every
stage of the criminal justice process—from the initial stop, search, and arrest to the plea
bargaining and sentencing phases. In short, [The New Jim Crow] explains how the legal rules
that structure the system guarantee discriminatory results. These legal rules ensure that the
undercaste is overwhelmingly black and brown.31

A number of other sources supported Alexander’s conclusions. For
example, a documentary, Kids for Cash, highlighted how corporations gave



kickbacks to two judges for sending thousands of kids to the corporation’s
private prisons for minor offenses. The Pennsylvania courts found both
judges guilty, and stated that one of the judges had violated the
constitutional rights of thousands of kids. A number of these kids were sent
to juvenile prisons after first-time minor offenses such as marijuana
paraphernalia possession.32

Another example of systemic corruption that is incarcerating people en
masse comes from documents released by National Security Agency
whistleblower Edward Snowden. Reuters detailed how the Drug
Enforcement Agency had a Special Operations Division that partnered with
over two dozen other agencies, including the CIA, the FBI, the NSA and
Homeland Security. The DEA trained federal agents in falsifying their
investigative trail, what they did in their investigation and how they came to
find evidence, which they called a “parallel construction”—a false story
about how and when they obtained evidence. This opens the door for
planting false evidence without being caught. As Reuters detailed:

A secretive U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration unit is funneling information from
intelligence intercepts, wiretaps, informants and a massive database of telephone records to
authorities across the nation to help them launch criminal investigations of Americans.
Although these cases rarely involve national security issues, documents reviewed by Reuters
show that law enforcement agents have been directed to conceal how such investigations truly
begin – not only from defense lawyers but also sometimes from prosecutors and judges.

The undated documents show that federal agents are trained to “recreate” the investigative
trail to effectively cover up where the information originated, a practice that some experts say
violates a defendant’s Constitutional right to a fair trial. If defendants don’t know how an
investigation began, they cannot know to ask to review potential sources of exculpatory
evidence – information that could reveal entrapment, mistakes or biased witnesses.

“I have never heard of anything like this at all,” said Nancy Gertner, a Harvard Law School
professor who served as a federal judge from 1994 to 2011. Gertner and other legal experts said
the program sounds more troubling than recent disclosures that the National Security Agency
has been collecting domestic phone records.33

U.S. Attorney General Ramsey Clark remains one of many prominent
people who backed Alexander’s general view even before these revelations
about bribed judges and the DEA’s systemic cover-ups. After working
under Presidents Kennedy and Johnson, Clark became a more radical
activist, and gave his opinion of U.S. intelligence’s use of drugs. As noted
earlier, he said, “I think the government uses drugs to sedate and divide the
masses.”34
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The Opium War on Afghanistan, Pakistan & Opposition
Abroad

hen U.S. military forces could not beat back the North Vietnamese,
they lost control over the Southeast Asian area around Vietnam.

After this loss of easier access to inexpensive Golden Triangle opium crops,
opium production declined. One of the top producers of the Golden
Triangle, the country of Laos, produced 200 tons of opium in 1975 and only
30 tons by 1984. U.S. intelligence proceeded to increase activities in the
“Golden Crescent” region where Pakistan borders Afghanistan, lying at the
other end of the same mountain range containing the Golden Triangle. A
World Opium Survey reported the Pakistani-Afghan opium harvest rose
from 400 tons in 1971 to 1,200 tons in 1978.35

Afghanistan has historically been one of the most underdeveloped of
third-world countries. By 1973, the Soviet Union had given Afghanistan, its
neighbor, close to a billion dollars in civilian aid, accounting for sixty
percent of its foreign aid.36

American oligarchs started meddling around the border of Pakistan and
Afghanistan in the early 1970s. The U.S. has been giving military and
economic aid to neighboring Pakistan at least since then.37 Professor Peter
Dale Scott holds that Pakistan had started to increase its “support for
Afghan Islamic resistance movements following a left-wing coup [in
Afghanistan] in 1973.” The Pakistan-Afghan three-fold increase in opium
production coincided with this support for Afghanistan’s Islamic resistance
to the more leftist Afghan coup leaders.38



The CIA cultivated key Pakistani assets who assisted in an arms pipeline
to the Afghan Islamic resistance.39 One of these assets was the Gulf Group
shipping line of the Gokal brothers. Another was the Bank of Credit and
Commerce International (BCCI). While researchers suspected CIA ties to
the bank’s future officers before its founding in 1972, in 1976 CIA Director
George H.W. Bush strengthened the CIA’s ties to various Arab intelligence
agency figures who were all BCCI insiders.40

When President Carter took office in 1976, he did not reappoint Bush as
CIA Director. It was then that Bush and William Casey set up the secret
CIA office and worked with British intelligence. They set up a Bank of
Credit and Commerce International affiliate in the Cayman Islands. During
the Iran-Contra crack hearings, it came out that BCCI was the top conduit
for laundering money in these 1980s dealings.41

In April of 1978, a newly formed, pro-Soviet, socialist-leaning People’s
Democratic Party overthrew Mohammad Daud’s leadership in Afghanistan.



They seized the land from its wealthiest overseers and redistributed it to the
people. They also nationalized farm credit.42

This, along with the fall of the longtime CIA-supported Shah of Iran, put
the CIA into intensive planning mode, figuring how to gain more control in
Pakistan and Afghanistan, neighboring Iran’s oil-rich Middle East region.
President Carter’s National Security advisor Zbigniew Brzezinski made
important disclosures confirmed by U.S. intelligence reports. In an
interview with a French media organization he said he advised Carter to
start arming and funding radical fundamentalist Islamic fighters (the
mujaheddin) to wage war on the People’s Democratic Party of Afghanistan
in early 1979.

President Carter armed and funded the mujaheddin’s war on
Afghanistan’s leftist leadership, and the Soviet Union invaded Afghanistan
about eight months later. According to Afghan expert Dr. Barnett Rubin in
testimony before Congress, the U.S. proceeded to pay and arm Afghan
mercenaries to fight the Soviet Union. The same American oligarchs
involved in opium trafficking in the Vietnam area were now trafficking
opium out of Afghanistan.43

Afghanistan, the size of Texas, shared its northern border with the Soviet
Union. For ten years the Soviet Union sent troops into Afghanistan to help
fight the Islamic mujaheddin. All the while, the Reagan and Bush
administrations continued a proxy war for that decade, arming and paying
the mujaheddin to keep fighting.

The CIA considered the Golden Crescent a new Golden Triangle. Heroin
factories popped up on the Afghan-Pakistan border to help process the
opium for local sales, while raw opium traveled globally. “By 1980
Pakistan-Afghan opium dominated the European market and supplied sixty
percent of America’s illicit demand.”44

Professor McCoy wrote that 1979 to 1989 encompassed “ten years of
CIA covert support for the mujaheddin resistance.” He detailed how this
resistance involved Afghan guerillas and Pakistani military intelligence.
The Washington Post noted that CIA Director William Casey advised
Pakistani Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI) to train mujaheddin resistance for
attacks upon the Soviet Union, which they eventually carried out. McCoy
added that during this time, the “U.S. government and media sources were
silent about the involvement of leading Afghan guerillas and Pakistan
military in the heroin traffic.”45



Veteran Daily Telegraph journalist Ahmed Rashid, whose best-selling
books include Jihad: The Rise of Militant Islam in Central Asia, wrote, “In
1986 the secret services of the United States, Great Britain and Pakistan
agreed to launch guerilla attacks in [Soviet territories] Tajikistan and
Uzbekistan. [The task] was given to [Pakistan’s] favorite mujaheddin
leader, Gulbuddin [Hekmatyar].” Reuters, the British version of the
Associated Press, also confirmed that a guerilla warfare training camp in
Afghanistan was “set up in the early 1980s by the CIA and ISI and run by
… Hekmatyar.” Hekmatyar was supplementing his CIA and Pakistani ISI
income with profits from his heroin labs in the Pakistani intelligence-
controlled area at this time. Hekmatyar, who founded the Muslim
Brotherhood, became Afghanistan’s leading drug lord.46

CIA-Pakistani intelligence strategy included heavy control over the drug
flows. Professor Peter Dale Scott believed that CIA Director William Casey
followed through on a plan promoted “to him by an Alexandre de
Marenches, that the CIA supplied drugs on the sly to Soviet troops.” While
Marenches denied it went through, reports came in that “Heroin, hashish,
and even cocaine from Latin America soon reached Soviet troops.” These
reports said the CIA-ISI-linked Bank of Credit & Commerce International,
along with several American intelligence operatives, were deeply involved
in the drug trade before the war was over. Scott wrote, “Maureen Orth heard
from Mathea Falco, head of International Narcotics Control for the State
Department under Jimmy Carter, that the CIA and ISI together encouraged
the mujaheddin to addict the Soviet troops.”47

Professor McCoy cited that they had hundreds of heroin refineries, and
they targeted the Pakistani people, increasing heroin addiction there from
5,000 users in 1980 to 1.3 million by 1986. By 1990, mainstream media
substantiated Gulbuddin Hekmatyar’s Afghan heroin trafficking. A front-
page article in the Washington Post stated that a senior administration
official in the White House confirmed Hekmatyar and the Pakistan ISI as
American allies involved in heroin trafficking.48

The increased CIA involvement in the Golden Crescent area along the
border of Pakistan and Afghanistan contributed to the ever-increasing
opium production there. After a growth to 1,200 tons in 1978, it almost
quadrupled in the next twenty years. The United Nations said Afghanistan’s
opium production had risen to 4,600 tons in 1999, or seventy percent of the
world’s total.49
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Chapter Twenty-One

Kurt Cobain’s Death: 
 Love, Heroin & Police Cover-Up

Punk rock expressed the way I feel socially and politically.… Drugs are a waste of time. They destroy
your memory and your self-respect and everything that goes along with your self-esteem. They’re no
good at all.… The duty of youth is to challenge corruption.… Rap music is the only vital form of
music introduced since punk rock.… I would like to get rid of the homophobes, racists and sexists in
our audience. I know they’re out there and it really bothers me.

– Kurt Cobain, various quotes.

“Nevermind” came without a lyric sheet.… At first he wanted to print some of his poems, then some
“revolutionary debris.”… Kurt says “revolutionary debris” meant “all kinds of anarchistic,
revolutionary essays and diagrams about how to make your own bomb. And I just thought we better
hold off on that,” he says. “If we ever really want to do that, we’d be more effective if we gained
popularity first.”

– From Come As You Are: The Story of Nirvana, published shortly before Cobain’s death.

urt Cobain sang, wrote the lyrics and played guitar for the band
Nirvana. They were widely considered the most influential band of

the 1990s, despite Cobain’s death at the age of twenty-seven in 1994. While
the band topped the music charts for sales, its music, then considered “punk
rock,” fell into the all-purpose genre of “alternative.” Later music critics
considered Nirvana the founders of the “grunge” music sound. Cobain, like
a number of other grunge musicians, developed a heroin problem in the
early 1990s.

Heroin & Alternative/Punk Musicians

s the Afghan heroin-producing opium supply grew in the 1990s,
American and European consumption also grew. While a number of

mainstream musicians developed heroin problems, heroin use appeared
even more popular among a fringe collection of artists and musicians who
lived in urban areas. From the 1960s to the 1990s, a number of these
musicians who became influential in alternative music developed heroin



problems. Some of them also crossed paths with members of U.S.
intelligence.

In the 1960s, John Lennon, who had glorified heroin use with his
Beatles’ White Album song “Me and My Monkey,” referring to the slang
“monkey on my back” for addiction, had spies watching him closely. Velvet
Underground lead-singer songwriter Lou Reed, managed by suspected spy
Miles Copeland III, wrote “Heroin” and “Waiting for My Man.” White
House physician Max “Dr. Feelgood” Jacobson regularly gave psychedelics
and amphetamines or cocaine-with-heroin “speedballs” to people who
attended Andy Warhol’s parties, where the Velvet Underground first
performed as the house band. Jacobson had also frequented Timothy
Leary’s gatherings. World-renowned artist Warhol produced the Velvet
Underground’s influential first albums.1

In the 1970s, one of the first American punk icons, Iggy Pop, had a
known heroin addiction while his band, the Stooges, popularized
aggressive, intelligent, “pre-punk” rock music. Anarchist punk-rock icon
Sid Vicious, of early ’70s British punk-rock band, the Sex Pistols,
reportedly died of uncertain causes after a slip-up with heroin following
some clean time. His girlfriend Nancy Spungeon developed her heroin
addiction when living in New York prior to their meeting. She traveled to
England and moved in with Vicious. Spungeon died of a knife wound four
months before Vicious. Vicious had at one point been implicated in her
death, but British investigators never came to a conclusion about who killed
her.2

By the 1980s, more punk-inspired musicians developed heroin problems.
For example, Australian punk singer Nick Cave started using heroin and
glorified the drug with compelling lyrics and music for his band, The
Birthday Party. In Sydney, Australia, CIA and Special Forces veteran
Michael Hand joined businessman Frank Nugan to form Nugan Hand Bank.
Nugan had notes from CIA Director William Colby, and other top CIA
help, in aiding heroin traffickers. Prof. Peter Dale Scott said that Nugan
Hand Bank financed the first major drug imports, “organized by veterans of
U.S. Special Forces and CIA in Laos.” Australian heroin addiction rose
dramatically in the late 1970s.3

Researchers argued that drug dealers directed much of the cocaine and
heroin mostly to urban American black and Hispanic communities. Urban
whites were more likely to try heroin and cocaine if they lived in these
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racially mixed neighborhoods.4 With top music magazines Rolling Stone
and Spin calling Nirvana the most influential band of the 1990s, its
frontman Kurt Cobain had the greatest effect in popularizing heroin to the
white community.5

Cobain as Radical Political Leftist

urt Cobain grew up in a middle-class neighborhood of Aberdeen,
Washington, where artists and musicians in his family helped

cultivate his early development. By the age of twenty, Cobain started the
band Nirvana and had a relationship with Tobi Vail, who was in the all-
female, radical political band Bikini Kill. Vail and Bikini Kill singer
Kathleen Hanna helped influence Cobain’s increasingly radical leftist
politics.6

Bikini Kill’s feminist politics followed the lineage of radical-leftist punk
rockers, The Clash.7 Post-punk bands such as Washington DC’s “hardcore”
band Fugazi continued in this vein, and was well known for its “straight
edge” anti-drug lifestyle. This term came from the song “Straight Edge,” by
Fugazi singer Ian McKaye’s former band, Minor Threat (without co-lead
singer Guy Picciotto).

As a teenager, Kurt Cobain recreationally used alcohol and marijuana,
and soon used psychedelic drugs a few times. By the late 1980s, Cobain
loved Fugazi, and even had their name written on his shoes. In 1989,
Nirvana had produced its first album Bleach, for local Seattle independent
record label Sub Pop.8

Soon, major labels courted Nirvana, and the band decided to sign with
Geffen. Sonic Youth, another Geffen client, took Nirvana with them on their
European tour as the opening act in 1991, filming it for the movie 1991:The
Year that Punk Broke.9

An MTV video, “Smells Like Teen Spirit,” helped Nirvana break out
globally in the late summer of 1991. Their album Nevermind hit the top of
the pop charts in the U.S. and seven other countries by the beginning of
1992, selling five million copies in four months. Nevermind would go on to
sell 10 million copies in the U.S. and 30 million worldwide by 2011.10



Journalists noted how Nevermind’s unmatched success changed the
course of music, the recording industry and even fashion.11 The “grunge”
look of jeans, t-shirts, or flannel shirts to keep warm, were popularized by
the clothing Kurt Cobain and his fellow band members continued to wear
even after they began making lots of money.

Nirvana’s album covers presented subtle and not-so-subtle political
statements. The cover of Nevermind had a baby submerged in a pool
reaching for a dollar bill on a fishhook. The album In Utero, banned by
Wal-Mart and K Mart supposedly for Cobain’s sculpture of fetuses on its
cover, also contained four pictures of the burnt-out Los Angeles Republican
Party Headquarters during the 1992 Los Angeles riots. Cobain further
forced Rolling Stone magazine to display his t-shirt in their cover picture of
him. He had written on the shirt: “Corporate Magazines Still Suck.”12

Not everyone was aware of Kurt Cobain’s left-wing political passions.
Michael Azzerad published a biography of the band, Come as You Are, six
months before Cobain’s death, revealing Cobain’s politics that ranged from
pro-Democrat to radical anarchist. On the mainstream side, Cobain urged
his fans to vote for Bill Clinton in 1992, and was credited with making the
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difference in Clinton’s win over George H.W. Bush. In that election, youth
came out to vote in the largest percentages since the voting age was first
lowered in the 1960s.13

Cobain’s political actions were often discreet, such as putting an
anonymous track on an AIDS benefit album, and participating in benefits
for abortion rights groups, anti-bigotry organizations, and anti-censorship
organizations. He also battled prejudice by publicizing his hypothetical
bisexuality and hatred of homophobia.14

More radically, Cobain was quoted as saying he originally wanted to put
“revolutionary debris” inside his hugely popular album Nevermind. He said
this meant “all kinds of anarchistic, revolutionary essays and diagrams
about how to make your own bomb. And I just thought we better hold off
on that … we’d be more effective if we gained popularity first. Then people
might actually think twice about it.”15

While Cobain’s lyrics remained more personal and apolitical, he
consistently made liberal-to-revolutionary political statements in other
public forums. In the band’s first biography, Cobain said his popular single
“Lithium” was an update on Communist Manifesto author Karl Marx’s
statement on religion as the opiate of the masses.16 In interviews he took a
leftist perspective, mocking the American economic system, saying if major
record labels bought up all the alternative bands, then, “Chalk one up for
capitalism. Let’s get our top hats and tails and have a cigar.”17

Love, Marriage and Heroin

anadian award-winning writers Max Wallace and Ian Halperin spent
years investigating Cobain’s death, after musicians they knew said it

was suspicious. Wallace wrote for the New York Times and contributed to
the British Broadcasting Corporation. Halperin co-authored two best-selling
books, was a regular correspondent on Court TV and contributed to 60
Minutes 2. Their first book, Who Killed Kurt Cobain, came out in 1998.
They published Love and Death: The Murder of Kurt Cobain in 2004. They
gained much assistance from a police detective-turned private investigator,
Tom Grant, whom Cobain’s wife Courtney Love had hired in early April of



1994. Grant started investigating her on his own, after he found evidence of
foul play.

Wallace and Halperin chronicled how Kurt Cobain met his wife, singer
Courtney Love, after his first album with major label Geffen Records was
released. Love, who had left another husband a year before, became
pregnant with Cobain’s child within several months of their meeting. Some
of Cobain’s close friends, such as Dylan Carlson, said Love’s pregnancy
prompted Cobain to propose to her. They were married in February of 1992
with a prenuptial agreement, which barred either getting the other’s money
via divorce. By that time some band members had become unhappy with
Cobain’s budding heroin addiction and disapproved of Courtney Love.
Nirvana bassist Krist Novoselic and all family members of Cobain and
Love were absent from the wedding.18

Most reports had Cobain’s regular heroin use starting at the same time he
started dating Courtney. Love’s father and ex-husband both said she had a
regular heroin addiction while she lived with them. After the birth of
Cobain and Love’s child, Vanity Fair published an article about Love,
describing her heroin addiction.19 Kurt Cobain’s heroin addiction reportedly
reached its peak when he almost failed to complete a Saturday Night Live
performance. Cobain went to detox in September 1992.20



Kurt Cobain apparently relapsed with heroin after his detox. In an
incident less than a year prior to his death, on May 2, 1993 Cobain had shot
up heroin in what private detective Tom Grant reported as an accidental
overdose. Grant obtained the police report, and reprinted a copy of it in his
Case Study Manual. It says that after Cobain became semiconscious from
the accidental overdose, Courtney claimed to have tried to revive him by
injecting him with buprenorphine. She also force-fed him Valium and four
codeine-based Tylenol pills, containing acetaminophen and Benadryl. Grant
said that adding these drugs to Cobain’s system put him at much greater risk
of death.21

While the full extent of Cobain’s heroin addiction remains uncertain,
reports suggest that a stomach problem he had since he was a teenager was
the trigger for his continued drug use. The stomach ailment left him
vomiting, starving and in bed for weeks. The most commonly prescribed
medication for stomach ailments, Paragoric, included a tincture of opium,
as it relieved intestinal problems. Cobain ended up trying morphine and
then used heroin. However, in the summer of 1993, a doctor diagnosed
Cobain’s problem as a pinched nerve and successfully treated it, along with
prescribing a medication that helped sustain his treatment. Virtually all
reports supported Cobain’s abstinence from heroin while on this
medication.22

By September 1993, Nirvana released their second album with Geffen
Records, In Utero, which topped the pop sales charts its first week out.
Shortly before the album’s release, Kurt Cobain increased his share of the
band’s formerly equally divided royalties, since he had written most of the
songs. Friends said Love had nagged him repeatedly for almost two years to
make these changes with his bandmates. Cobain reluctantly threatened to
quit the band unless his bandmates accepted his getting 100% of money
from the lyrics and 75% of royalties from the music, to be applied
retroactively to Nevermind’s sales. This caused a rift between Cobain and
his band.23

Now that they were rich, Courtney Love insisted she and Cobain live in
an expensive house in the wealthiest neighborhood, the polar opposite of
their apartment in the seedy university district of Seattle. Living across a
lake from billionaire Bill Gates, Cobain complained to friends he was
embarrassed by the house’s extravagance. Cobain’s friend Peter Cleary said
the singer booked a 38-day European tour partly because he “was like an



emotional cripple around his wife, but on tour … he was the boss.” Cobain
was certain to gain some independence, since Courtney couldn’t accompany
him while she was mixing her band Hole’s upcoming album.24

A recent American tour had exhausted Cobain, but he felt ready for the
European tour, as he was “exhilarated by the absence of his stomach
problems.” However, after the first show in Munich, Germany, a doctor
diagnosed Cobain with bronchitis and suggested he take two months off
from his tour.25

Kurt Cobain had gotten into increasing conflicts with his wife by this
time. Their lawyer, Rosemary Carroll, said they had become hateful
towards each other. Cobain had finally decided to leave Love, wanting a
divorce. Love called and asked Carroll to find her, “the meanest, most
vicious divorce lawyer” she knew.26

Nonetheless, Cobain adored his one-and-a-half year-old daughter
Frances, and missed her on his music tours. So he asked Love to bring
Frances and meet him in Rome. Love had flown to London for publicity
regarding her upcoming album. Love and Frances met with Cobain in a
hotel in Rome on March 3, 1994.27

Around 6:15 a.m. the next day, Love called the front desk and asked
them to get an ambulance, as she had found Cobain unconscious on the
floor. Twenty-four hours later, Cobain woke up from what the doctor
described as a pharmacological coma “due not to narcotics, but the
combined effect of alcohol and tranquilizers which had been medically
prescribed by a doctor [to Love].” Everyone called it an accidental
overdose. No one but Love ever referred to it as a suicide attempt.28

Back home in Seattle two weeks later on March 18, Courtney Love
called 911 and said her husband had locked himself in a room with a gun
and was threatening to kill himself. When police arrived at their Lake
Washington estate, they found Cobain behind a locked door, but their report
said he told them he was in there “to keep away from Courtney.” The report
further said he insisted that he didn’t want to hurt himself and that he didn’t
have a gun in the room with him. When the police questioned Love about
her false report, she apparently admitted not seeing him take a gun, and said
she didn’t hear him say he was going to kill himself. The officers
confiscated Cobain’s four guns from the house, a box of ammunition and,
importantly, Cobain’s stomach medication pills. Cobain bought another rifle
at the end of March.29
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In late March, Cobain and Love reportedly battled over his wanting to
back out of the scheduled headlining of the Lollapalooza tour, which would
have made him millions of dollars, along with millions for others. Soon
after this conflict, Cobain called his fellow bandmembers to announce he
was breaking the band up. Subsequently, Love and several of Cobain’s
management executives did an intervention on Cobain, during which Love
threatened to limit Cobain’s access to his daughter unless he went into
rehab. Much evidence suggests that Cobain had largely gotten away from
narcotics at this time. But whether or not he had a “slip” with his heroin
use, he felt threatened enough to enter Exodus residential treatment in Los
Angeles on March 30.30

Murder and Heroin Chic

rivate detective Tom Grant said that on Friday, April 1, Courtney
Love called the Exodus pay phone thirteen times. Kurt Cobain left

rehab later that day. Exodus and most other long-term residential drug
treatments centers are not locked-down facilities. Cobain entered under his
own volition, so he could have told staff he wanted to leave and walked out
the door without a problem, ignoring their suggestions for him to stay.
Instead, he avoided talking to staff about deciding to leave early, and
climbed over a six-foot wall in the back, according to journalists Wallace
and Halperin.31

Soon after leaving rehab that Friday night at 8:47 p.m., Cobain called the
Peninsula Hotel in L.A., where Courtney Love was staying, and left a
message for her. The message said he was staying with a friend, leaving
Love the number of the friend, a woman named Elizabeth in California.
Cobain then took a plane flight to Seattle early the next morning. From her
Peninsula Hotel room, Love called private detective Tom Grant on April 3,
purportedly to hire him to look for her husband, alleging she didn’t know
where he was.

According to Grant, he brought another investigator with him and they
met with Love in her hotel room, where she told them about having a phony
story planted with the Associated Press, saying she had overdosed on drugs
and was in the hospital. Grant claimed Love said she did this to get
Cobain’s attention.32
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On that day, Love also evidently told Grant she had Cobain’s credit card
canceled and wanted Grant to call the credit card company to find out about
attempted activities on the card. The following day, Grant said Love told
him that she had called in a missing person’s report pretending to be Kurt’s
mother, Wendy O’Connor. On April 6, Love sent Grant to Seattle to look
for Cobain, but Grant had no luck finding him.33

Just a few days later, on April 8, 1994, an electrician found Kurt Cobain
dead in a sunroom above the garage of his home. The coroner said he had
been dead since April 5. Most reports say he committed suicide by shooting
himself in the mouth with a shotgun.

However, evidence points to high-level police and media cover-up of a
murder scenario in which Cobain’s wife Courtney took part. Did U.S.
intelligence first allow Cobain’s popularity and known drug usage to foster
an era of “heroin chic”? Then, when the politically radical leftist Cobain
showed signs of getting away from heroin and influencing his fans contrary
to the interests of America’s drug-trafficking oligarchy, did they orchestrate
his murder? Evidence supports this scenario.

Cobain’s death made front-page news worldwide. Virtually all the stories
repeated a Seattle police spokesman’s account that Cobain had been
shooting heroin intravenously in the sunroom, then used a shotgun to
commit suicide. Media looked for suicidal statements, magazines lauded his
musical influence, but most mainstream investigative reporters did little-to-
no investigation of a possible homicide.

Investigators Say Cobain Was Murdered

uring the next ten years, independent investigations about Cobain’s
“suicide” found links to U.S. intelligence foul play, but there was

extremely sparse mainstream media coverage until the new millennium.
Award-winning investigative journalist Duff Wilson published a story in the
Seattle Times a month after Cobain’s death. Wilson’s sources in the Seattle
Police Department told him that many facts in Cobain’s case didn’t add up.
For example, private detective Tom Grant found and shared with police that
someone tried to use Cobain’s credit card between the time of his death and
his body being found. Additionally, the suicide note didn’t appear to be
about suicide at all, and the handwriting changed part way through it. With



the knowledge from his former police detective work, Grant said the police
also made the highly doubtful claim that there weren’t any legible
fingerprints on the shotgun.34

After publishing these inconsistencies, neither Wilson nor the Seattle
Times followed up with a long-term investigation. More importantly, a
police officer investigator working at the scene said his supervisor told the
team of police investigators that they were not to investigate Cobain’s death
as a homicide, making it clear from the start that the so-called homicide
investigation was just a show. The officer said this highly surprised him and
other police investigators, especially with the change in handwriting on the
suicide note at a particularly important point. That part of the note was only
a goodbye to fans; the band acknowledged that Cobain was breaking them
up.35

Grant, Wallace and Halperin investigated Cobain’s death as a homicide
for years. Grant continued to communicate with Love for some months
after Cobain’s body was found. She then stopped talking to Grant after she
realized he had started investigating her.36

After refusing countless lucrative financial offers for over fifteen years,
Tom Grant eventually came out with his own independently published
books on this subject. He had formerly only shared much of his work with
authors Max Wallace and Ian Halperin, for their books. Wallace and
Halperin also produced a film, The Cobain Case, based on these books. It
was released in Europe, while American media refused to even make
mention of it, except on YouTube. It includes recorded conversations
between Tom Grant and Courtney Love, along with their lawyer, Rosemary
Carroll. This film further shows Cobain’s grandfather Leland Cobain, the
relative to whom Cobain was closest. Leland Cobain and his wife Iris didn’t
believe Kurt was suicidal. Leland also believes his grandson was
murdered.37

The books and movie offer extensive evidence that someone murdered
Kurt Cobain by first giving Cobain an extremely pure dose of heroin that
left him unconscious within seconds. That person or another then put a
shotgun in Cobain’s hands and shot him in the mouth to make it look like a
suicide.

Some of the accumulated evidence supporting this murder scenario
includes the amount of opiates in Cobain’s corpse, accompanied by Valium,
which potentiates heroin. Cobain had a morphine level seventy times higher
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than the amount that would kill the average person, and three times the
amount of heroin that would immediately incapacitate and kill even a severe
addict.38 This suggests that someone gave Cobain a “hot shot”—a dose
many times the normal 5% purity of street-bought heroin.39

Most importantly, Cobain’s and Love’s lawyer of two years, Rosemary
Carroll, said it was obvious Cobain didn’t write the last part of his “suicide”
note, which, as mentioned, appeared to be a goodbye to fans regarding the
band’s breakup.40

In 1997, the NBC-TV show Unsolved Mysteries released Cobain’s
autopsy report findings to Cyril Wecht, President of the American Academy
of Forensic Science. He said, “For most people, including addicts, [this] is a
significant level. And for most of them, the great percentage, it will be a
level that will induce a state of unconsciousness quite quickly. We’re
talking about seconds, not minutes.” He continued, “I just can’t tell you that
it would have been impossible” that Cobain then pulled the trigger of the
shotgun, “but it does raise a question as to whether or not he shot that
shotgun.”41

Wecht went on to say, off camera, “If it was suicide, he probably would
have had to be holding the gun in his hand while he was injecting himself
with the heroin, and then shot himself immediately after the injection.” As
seen in the trailer for an important movie on Cobain’s murder, Dr. Wecht
said, “I can not think of a case in which someone injects himself with a
large amount of heroin and then proceeds to kill himself. It just doesn’t
make sense.”42

Denise Marshall, a deputy coroner in Colorado who has investigated
hundreds of deaths said, “When I saw the blood morphine results of the
toxicology tests [I asked myself] how could he have pulled the trigger? ... It
would have been virtually impossible.”43

Did Courtney Love Help Set Up Cobain’s Murder?

an Halperin, Max Wallace and Tom Grant found particularly strong
evidence that Courtney Love helped set up her husband’s murder, partly

to get his money, since the prenuptial agreement would have nullified any
alimony she could have gotten with a divorce.44 Attorney Rosemary



Carroll, whom the couple had also named godmother to their daughter, first
raised the possibility of Love setting up Cobain’s murder. Cobain had felt so
close to Carroll, he told friends he regarded her as a surrogate mother.
Carroll said Cobain wasn’t suicidal, and that Cobain was divorcing Love.
Carroll discussed her suspicions with Grant, who taped most of his phone
conversations about the case. They are summarized in Love and Death, can
be heard on Grant’s website, and were played for reporters in April 2004.45

Grant said Love originally told him that Cobain had prematurely left a
residential drug treatment facility and that she was looking for him. Within
twenty-four hours she apparently changed her story, saying first she thought
Cobain was suicidal, and then that Cobain was divorcing her and leaving
her for another woman.46

Besides Love asking Carroll to find her the “most vicious divorce
lawyer,” she wanted to know if her prenuptual agreement could be voided.
Meanwhile, Cobain had called Carroll and asked her to take Courtney out
of his recently drafted will, which was still unsigned. Award-winning
filmmaker Nick Broomfield interviewed a young female nanny the couple
employed, who also said Love was obsessed with Cobain’s will, in
Broomfield’s film Kurt and Courtney.47



On April 6th, two days prior to the discovery of Cobain’s body, Love
visited Carroll and accidentally left behind her backpack. After Cobain’s
corpse was found, Carroll looked through Love’s backpack and found two
pieces of paper. One was a “to do” note that read, “Get Arrested.” (On April
7, Love was arrested after a reported overdose. It gave her an alibi for
where she was when her husband was found dead.) The second piece of
paper looked like handwriting practice, as if to forge a letter. Carroll took
the backpack to private detective Grant, who secretly copied the suicide
note that Love refused to show anyone after the police investigation. After



Grant showed Carroll the note, Carroll said she didn’t believe Cobain killed
himself, and added that Love “planned the whole thing.”48

Carroll gave Grant other contents of Love’s backpack, including an
itemized hotel bill, phone records and messages from where she stayed the
week that Cobain died. It seemed that Love lied to Grant about her many
contacts with Cobain the day he left rehab.49

Many believe Love lied in saying Cobain was suicidal. Besides Carroll’s
statement, Cobain’s closest friend, Dylan Carlson, told Grant that Cobain
was confronting some issues, but was optimistic about them, not suicidal.
Two psychologists who evaluated Kurt Cobain in the rehabilitation center
didn’t find him suicidal either. Friends who visited Cobain in rehab saw him
happily playing with his infant daughter.50 Cobain’s grandfather, Leland,
said Kurt wasn’t suicidal, and had asked Leland to help him choose a new
pick-up truck to buy. Even Courtney admitted once, “I don’t think he was
really suicidal when he came home [from drug rehab].”51

Though Courtney Love said Kurt Cobain’s brief coma due to
accidentally overdosing on her sleep medication in Rome was a suicide
attempt, details suggest it was another attempt by Love to kill him. When
the hospital pumped Cobain’s stomach they found evidence of Rohypnol,
the infamous “Roofie” drug used to dope and rape women, as the drug leads
them not to remember anything that happened. In Rome these are most
commonly known as sedatives or sleeping pills.52 Love’s very questionable
behavior around Cobain’s death a month later, and the impending divorce,
suggests Love may have slipped a massive amount of Rohypnol in Cobain’s
drink that night in Rome.

Love and several others had pressured Cobain to go into drug rehab.
After Cobain left rehab early and got back to Seattle, he talked to Michael
“Cali” Dewitt, another live-in nanny for the couple’s infant daughter. Hotel
phone records show Love talked to Dewitt continuously that week, even
though she had her daughter with her in an L.A. hotel.53

Dewitt was a former boyfriend of Love’s and a known heroin user. Grant
and Carroll stated suspicions about Dewitt’s role in Cobain’s murder. Grant
found a note Dewitt wrote to Cobain at Cobain’s home, in the time between
the singer’s presumed death (April 5) and finding his body in a room above
the home’s garage (April 8). Grant found the note the night of April 7, and
believed it sounded like an attempt to cover up Dewitt’s knowledge of
Cobain’s death. He’d later learn police had taxi records showing Dewitt left
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from the Cobain home for a plane flight to L.A. several hours earlier, before
Grant arrived.54

Phone records and Love’s payments to Dewitt and his family point to
Dewitt as a suspect in Cobain’s death. Phone records place Dewitt in
Cobain’s home until April 5, when he left to stay at a friend’s place. Dewitt
returned briefly on April 7. Love got Dewitt a high-paying job at Geffen
Records. Love also paid several hundred thousand dollars to Dewitt’s father
to renovate her house, and she paid for many of Dewitt’s drug detoxes,
along with detox for his girlfriend.55

Additionally, a Los Angeles-based musician and acquaintance of Love’s,
Eldon Hoke, made the claim on television and film that Courtney Love had
come to his workplace at a record store and offered him $50,000 to kill
Cobain. He said she provided him with a plan to make the killing look like
a suicide. Hoke’s statement was backed by his boss, who overheard part of
the conversation, and Hoke passed a lie detector test about this statement
with a nationally renowned polygrapher. Many knew Hoke as having a
drinking problem, and as someone who would do anything for money.
Hoke, however, never followed through on Courtney’s offer.56

U.S. Intelligence Connection to Cobain’s Murder

here is considerable evidence to suggest that Kurt Cobain’s wife,
Courtney Love, planned her husband’s murder. However,

investigations fell short in failing to explore why police superiors and
mainstream media helped cover up the murder. They also failed to explore
evidence of possible U.S. intelligence aid. The only explanation given by
Tom Grant for police failures are “professional pride, city politics and
potential lawsuits.” He claims there were copycat suicides within days of
Cobain’s death that led police to not reinvestigate whether Cobain was
murdered.57

Evidence suggests that, unknown to Cobain, U.S. intelligence used him
to promote heroin use, similar to the way U.S. intelligence and media assets
helped promote acid in the 1960s. Suppressed evidence indicates that U.S.
intelligence helped orchestrate Cobain’s murder due to his anti-



materialistic, radical leftist politics, along with his implicit threat to
promote sobriety when he stopped using drugs.

Police foul play started as early as what appeared to be Love’s first
attempt to kill Cobain. While it’s not certain if Love gave Cobain the overly
pure batch of heroin he nearly overdosed on in Seattle in May 1993, she
was with him and immediately injected him and force-fed him more drugs
that could have caused his death. Private Detective Tom Grant asked why
Love wasn’t “arrested for possessing, injecting and administering illegal
drugs.” While Grant suggested that it was due to her friendship with certain
Seattle Police Department officers, the police department blacked out an
entire paragraph of the police report that described Love’s actions.58

By most accounts, Kurt Cobain finally found abstinence from heroin by
the summer of 1993. Ironically, Cobain’s near-death experience on March 4
of 1994 actually offered evidence of this. The doctor in Rome found no
narcotics in Cobain’s system besides the prescription tranquilizer Rohypnol.
Cobain’s tourmates through Europe said he was not using any drugs, and
wouldn’t even participate in “the very mild debauchery that went on.”59

Courtney Love said that Kurt Cobain barely drank in his last months
alive.60

Police also failed to charge Love with any crime in what appeared to be
a false report. That was the incident where Love claimed Cobain had locked
himself in a room and said he was going to kill himself. Police confiscation
of Cobain’s prescribed stomach medication could have caused him a
setback. Two weeks later she allegedly filed another false police report
mentioning that Cobain was suicidal, pretending she was Cobain’s mother.
Police again failed to charge her, nor investigate why she did this, despite
Tom Grant sharing his information with them.61

Seattle police have a substantial record of working closely with U.S.
intelligence, including acting as provocateurs to infiltrate radical left
political groups and promoting illegal drug use among them.62 Such a
history helps make more sense of foul play around Kurt Cobain’s death. A
source in the Seattle Police Department told researchers he and others in the
department had serious doubts about the investigation, especially when the
medical examiner declared Cobain’s death a suicide immediately upon
viewing the corpse. The officer said, “The clincher for many of us was the
note. Anybody who saw it thought it was strange.”63 Several years later, the
Unsolved Mysteries television show hired two national handwriting experts



to examine the note. They both confirmed the top part of the note was in
Cobain’s handwriting, but the bottom was not.64

This same police officer also reported that photos taken at the scene of
Cobain’s death were not developed. Wallace and Halperin obtained an
internal memo of this officer’s supervisor stating to his superior that he
planned never to develop the film.65

When authors Wallace and Halperin filed a Freedom of Information Act
request for police department internal documents regarding the Cobain
investigation, the Seattle Police refused to confirm or deny whether the
photos remained in their files.66 Photo results could have been critical to the
case. One of America’s most respected forensic pathologists noted, “If
somebody actually held Kurt [Cobain]’s hand around the gun and pulled the
trigger, some of the blood would probably have splattered on their hand,
leaving a void on Kurt’s.”67

Police delayed even a fingerprint analysis on the gun, only to declare
nearly a month later there were no legible prints.68 Similarly, they did not
check prints on shell casings or the note until three years later, when a
television show about Cobain’s death was about to air.69 And, no follow-up
was ever reported on who tried to use Cobain’s credit card after his death.

As previously detailed, toxicology reports showed Cobain would most
likely have died within seconds from the “hot shot” opiate overdose.
Wallace and Halperin cited top medical journals and quoted national
forensic pathologists in support of Cobain’s having three times the level of
opiates in his blood stream than what would immediately kill even a severe
addict. A CIA Assassination Manual discussed the use of heroin for
assassination by causing an overdose.70

Detective Grant believed addict Mike Dewitt, one of the nannies for
Frances Cobain who was dependent on and close to Love, was involved in
Cobain’s murder. Colorado deputy coroner Denise Marshall believes that
someone drugged Cobain, first with Valium (present in the autopsy report),
possibly using the soda can found near him but never tested by police.
Either Cobain then relapsed, or the killer injected the lethal dose of heroin
in Cobain, before shooting him to create the appearance of a suicide.71

The purity of the heroin was one of the first pieces of evidence that U.S.
intelligence might have played a part in the actual murder. Whoever gave
him the drug would have had to have access to rare, pure heroin, which the
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government and some police departments have, but which is virtually
impossible to find on the street. The extreme degree of police cover-up
behavior further supported U.S. intelligence involvement.72

Police avoidance of following up on a top witness’s account put more of
a spotlight on possible police intelligence involvement in Cobain’s murder.
Eldon Hoke had appeared on the TV show Hard Copy, saying Courtney
Love asked him to kill Kurt Cobain. Hard Copy paid for America’s leading
polygraph examiner, Dr. Edward Gelb, to administer a polygraph to Hoke
about this statement. Hoke’s score fell “beyond possibility of deception,”
twice. Just after that appearance, Hoke and his friends called both Los
Angeles and Seattle police departments in an attempt to get the case
reopened.73 This led Seattle police to briefly reopen the Cobain case, saying
they would investigate Hoke’s report, but no documents show any follow-
up.74

Policeman Investigates, Becomes Next Victim

ne police officer, Detective Antonio Terry, refused to abide by his
boss’s orders to not conduct a homicide investigation. A month after

Cobain’s death, Newsweek and the Seattle Times reported that Det. Terry
spent nearly two hundred hours investigating the source of heroin found in
Cobain’s corpse.75 A month later, Terry was driving home from work in
civilian clothes in an unmarked car when a stranded motorist flagged him
down at his known regular exit off the highway. When Terry pulled over
and got out of his car to help, two gunmen shot him.76

When the case went to trial eighteen months later, it suggested high-level
cover-ups of the incident. Although mortally wounded, Terry shot one of
his assailants. He then got back into his car, drove to his South Precinct, and
made a statement in which he reported one of the shooters saying, “He’s a
cop.” Terry bled to death after making the statement. He was the first police
officer killed in the state of Washington in seven years. Someone in the
police department then forged Terry’s personnel records that day. These
details support the gunmen’s knowing who he was despite the absence of
police trappings, that they tracked his home route, and then squashed any
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investigation of his murder. And that Det. Terry was murdered for bucking a
much higher authority’s orders.77

The officer who supervised Cobain’s death scene also supervised Terry’s
homicide case.78 In 1994, it appears, Courtney Love “quietly paid a
significant amount of money to Terry’s widow,” seemingly to help keep
Terry’s widow from making press statements about her husband’s death.79

Ongoing Media Coverage Uncovers Facts

rior to Cobain’s death, Love had evidently made a number of false
reports to the Seattle police about Cobain’s mental health, which she

later retracted. And during the investigations afterward, overwhelming
evidence emerged of Love’s motives for killing her husband, yet she was
never investigated.

Cobain was internationally known, a lifestyle image-maker whose
music, dress, and even heroin usage influenced millions. So it is almost
unbelievable that after his death so few major media organizations ever
reported Grant’s or Halperin and Wallace’s findings. Only after a decade did
some broadcast media briefly permit these researchers to present what they
found, but none allowed any in-depth investigations. The years-long media
cover-up of the evidence indicates CIA involvement, because of the
Agency’s ability to censor such politically sensitive issues.

As stated previously, U.S. intelligence aided in manufacturing and
trafficking massive amounts of heroin from the Pakistan-Afghanistan
border.80 Cobain’s heroin use, amongst others’, helped popularize the drug
for many Americans. Movies that featured white people using heroin began
to appear in the 1990s, including Trainspotting, Permanent Midnight, The
Basketball Diaries, and the Academy Award-winning Pulp Fiction. The
fashion industry popularized “heroin chic.”81 Overall, the rate of long-term
heroin users increased almost ten percent annually from 1990 to 1995.82 A
heroin-using Kurt Cobain helped popularize this trend. A sober Cobain
might have turned the trend around, while also turning many on to radical-
left politics.

Within five years of Cobain’s death, activists embodied the anarchism
that Kurt Cobain said he wanted to support with the original idea of essays



inside of Nirvana’s album Nevermind, and the pictures of burnt-out Los
Angeles Republican Headquarters after the riots inside their album cover of
In Utero. Radical activists gathered from around the country in Seattle to
protest the World Trade Organization (WTO) summit. The activists claimed
the WTO and the International Monetary Fund (IMF) were representing the
wealthiest corporations in exploiting people globally. Left-wing groups for
which Nirvana held benefits, such as Fairness and Accuracy In Reporting
(FAIR), gave much advance promotion to the anti-WTO protests, which
ended up including marches, rallies, and ensuing riots. These Seattle
protests sparked similar anti-WTO and anti-IMF protests for at least a
couple of years, though they were more common abroad than in the U.S.83

Kurt Cobain’s cofounder of Nirvana, Krist Novoselic, for the occasion
formed a band he called No WTO, with Kim Thayil of Soundgarden, and
Jello Biafra, the former frontman of the Dead Kennedys. They only released
one album, Live from the Battle in Seattle, on Biafra’s independent
Alternative Tentacles label.84 However, without Kurt Cobain, this musical
support for the anti-WTO protest went virtually unnoticed.
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Chapter Twenty-Two

Courtney Love: Drugs and Death

long with the death of Detective Antonio Terry, the officer
investigating Kurt Cobain’s death, several other deaths were linked to

Cobain’s. Courtney Love’s life and possible links to these deaths give
further credence to the idea that she knowingly or inadvertently
collaborated with U.S. intelligence. Did U.S. intelligence manipulate the
popular Seattle music scene to promote heroin to activist youth, while
trying to silence influential leftist musicians such as Cobain?

Witness Dies. Is Wrench a Spy Tool?

ldon Hoke’s claim about Courtney Love trying to inveigle him into
murder-for-hire continued to gain importance after his TV interview.

In April of 1997, Sundance award-winning documentarian Nick Broomfield
interviewed Hoke for his film Kurt and Courtney. Hoke repeated his claim
about Love’s offer. In that interview, Hoke started to pronounce the name of
someone he believed did accept Love’s offer, saying “Allen …” before
stopping short and laughing nervously. A different interviewer, Brent
Alden, said that on April 18 he talked with Hoke, and he was very
frightened because he knew who killed Cobain: a local Los Angeles
musician, Allen Wrench.1

Eldon Hoke died within a week of making this statement; Allen Wrench
was the last person seen with Hoke before he died. But private detective
Tom Grant said he believes the whole Wrench story is a “hoax.” While
Grant is one of the best investigators of the Cobain case, he doesn’t state
why he’s so sure Wrench being a suspect is a hoax. Writers Halperin and
Wallace took Wrench somewhat seriously. They interviewed Wrench for
their book Love and Death, and their film The Cobain Case. In those
interviews, Wrench admitted to killing Cobain.2

Information about Wrench both from film and book suggests that he was
an undercover U.S. intelligence agent. On film, Wrench, an articulate,



clean-cut man, admits to carrying out Cobain’s murder. Even if facetious,
such an admission would normally be investigated by police, but never
was.3

Other evidence raises the question of whether U.S. intelligence inserted
Allen Wrench into the Los Angeles punk music scene. A number of leftist
political punk bands had sprung up in the Los Angeles area, including
Black Flag, the Minutemen, and Rage Against the Machine, providing the
impetus for U.S. intelligence to open operations there in an attempt to
counter leftist political musicians. Allen Wrench clearly had designs to try
and depoliticize punk rock. Although Wrench didn’t have any visible source
of income, he came into wealth soon after Cobain’s death. With a house full
of expensive recording equipment, he started his own barely profitable
label, Devil Vision Records. He also bought a brand new Lexus soon after
Cobain’s death. Wrench had a few minor arrests in his background, and was
a master of Brazilian jiu jitsu.4

Wrench also had a surprisingly elaborate website for his local band, Kill
Allen Wrench. The band, it declared, is all about “all four rock essentials:
Satanic Worship, Alcoholism, Spousal Abuse, and Self Destructive Drug
Use!” The website included transcribed interviews from female groupies. It
also had an exhaustive gallery of frequently updated pornography. Concert
photos of Wrench had him decked out in devil’s horns, pentagrams, red
glop, and half-naked young groupies. Furthermore, despite suspicions of
Wrench murdering Mentors lead singer Eldon Hoke, the two groups toured
together with their similar apolitical, female defouling, pseudo-punk,
supposedly humorous bands in 2012. Wrench’s Facebook pictures include
many with Mentors founding bassist Steve Broy playing in Wrench’s band.5

As previously detailed, Los Angeles had a history of vast U.S.
intelligence operations overlapping the entertainment industry, particularly
in Laurel Canyon, where the U.S. Air Force’s Lookout Mountain
Laboratory film studio started in the 1940s, and military folks-turned
musicians flocked in the 1960s. Allen Wrench reported regularly playing
with Eldon “El Duce” Hoke’s band, the Mentors, on the Riverside,
California ranch property of Mentors bassist Steve Broy. By 2003, Broy
played both in Wrench’s band and the Mentors. Riverside lies near Los
Angeles, within 70 miles of Laurel Canyon. The Mentors’ first album was
Live at the Whiskey, referring to the Whiskey A-Go-Go, which launched the
Laurel Canyon bands in the 1960s. Also, Broy’s Riverside property lies in



the general vicinity of various Teledyne Technologies military contracting
facilities. Riverside lies adjacent to both the Naval Surface Warfare Center
and the March Air Reserve Base.6

Bassist Steve Broy’s biography stated that he started the Mentors with
Hoke in Seattle in 1976. They later moved to Los Angeles, though Broy had
taken time off from the band to get a degree in engineering. Steve Broy has
worked as a “Director of Engineering at Teledyne Analytical Instruments,”
with a Bachelors degree from the “University of Washington in Electrical
Engineering.” Prior to Teledyne, Broy worked on military equipment for
“TRW in Redondo Beach,” in the Los Angeles area, where TRW has a
Heliport (helicopter airport). Mentors bassist Broy confirmed in a 2010
interview that he still worked as an engineer in his day job. MK-Ultra
“superspy” Captain Alfred Hubbard also worked for Teledyne while
distributing LSD worldwide.7

In his aforementioned book Weird Scenes Inside the Canyon, Dave
McGowan detailed another key aspect of the Laurel Canyon rock scene. In
a chapter titled, “Dig! The Laurel Canyon Death List,” McGowan reported
that at least twenty-seven longtime, or one-time residents of Laurel Canyon,
mostly musicians, ended up dead for mysterious reasons. McGowan noted
that Laurel Canyon musician “Mama” Cass Elliott reportedly died of “heart
failure” at the age of thirty-two. Others died of overdoses, murders, traffic
accidents, “natural causes,” and purported suicides.8

Alex Constantine, author of The Covert War Against Rock, believed U.S.
intelligence killed Elliott for knowing too much and getting too politically
progressive, unlike her previous Mamas and Papas bandmate, former
military officer “Papa” John Phillips. Cass apparently had dinner with
Bobby Kennedy, Roman Polanski and his actress partner, Sharon Tate, at
film director John Frankenheimer’s home in 1968. Strangely enough, the
followers of musician and sociopath Charles Manson murdered Tate along
with coffee heiress Abigail Folger, who had met Manson years earlier in
Cass’s home and later gave money to Manson and the Process Church cult,
of which he was a member.

Mama Cass was the only member of The Mamas and The Papas to
launch a successful solo career following the group’s break up. Cass had
been dating Pic Dawson at the time of her death. Scotland Yard had been
investigating him for international drug smuggling. Dawson’s father worked
for the U.S. State department under Henry Kissinger. A Mama Cass



biographer filed a FOIA request for FBI documents on her and published
twelve pages from her FBI file that were almost entirely redacted, obscured
by black ink.

Constantine noted that one report on Mama Cass was marked “urgent”
and “confidential,” stating that she attended a fundraiser in Hollywood that
included Jack Nicholson, Ryan O’Neal, Marlo Thomas, Tuesday Weld, Burt
Lancaster and Jane Fonda. The Entertainment Industry for Peace and
Justice Committee (EIPJ) organized the event. Cass told television host
Mike Douglas about her political ambitions as she organized against the
Vietnam War from within the Democratic Party. Leftist writer Paul Krassner
said that “Cass was a friend,” and believed “she may have been killed.”
Pathologists in London, where Cass died, refused to specify the cause of
death at a public hearing.9

David McGowan reviewed some particularly important characters of
Laurel Canyon who carried out many murders. Charles Manson befriended
Dennis Wilson of the Beach Boys. Manson murderer Charles “Tex” Watson
also hung out with Manson at many Laurel Canyon musicians’ parties.
Watson further handled large drug transactions for Manson. Another
Manson murderer, musician Bobby Beausoleil, had the job of driving girls
to topless dance clubs and to shoots for porno films. Many of these girls
also became part of Manson’s acid-drenched “family,” similar to Vito
Paulekas’s acid-fueled dance troupe of proto-hippies who frequented the
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rock clubs and provided Laurel Canyon parties with orgies. Several of these
Manson girls were accomplished musicians and, apparently, murderers.10

Courtney Love & MK-Ultra

ourtney Love has lived a bizarre life filled with suspicious overlaps
with the goals of the CIA’s Operation MK-Ultra. Despite some

singing talent, much of Love’s life makes her appear a fantasy-driven drug
addict seeking glory by marrying a rock star or becoming one. However,
closer scrutiny suggests she may have been groomed or conditioned from
an early age to carry out some U.S. intelligence tasks.

Courtney Love’s father Hank Harrison described his daughter’s apparent
dissociative identity disorder (previously known as multiple personality
disorder) in a book, Love Kills: The Assassination of Kurt Cobain. Love
had invited Harrison to attend a Hole show in 1993, where Harrison talked
with Hole bass player Kristen Pfaff. The bass player told Harrison she
feared that Love was going in and out of various personalities as if she
appeared “dissociative,” and was going through “fugue state amnesia.”
Harrison said that over the years he also saw Courtney progress through
various dissociative states. How she may have gotten this way deserves
much consideration.

Linda Carroll (no relation to Rosemary Carroll) was an adopted daughter
of a family who had major stock holdings in the Bausch and Lomb eye-care
business and in gold mining. Carroll gave birth to Courtney Michelle
Harrison on July 9, 1964, in San Francisco, California. Hank Harrison was
attending graduate school and working as a counselor, while also managing
the Warlocks for six months after they formed in the San Francisco Bay
community of Palo Alto in May of 1965. The band soon changed its name
to the Grateful Dead. Harrison lived with members of the Grateful Dead,
and its bassist, Phil Lesh, became Courtney’s godfather. Interestingly,
Carroll named her friend, Del Nan Winblad-DeMarco, Courtney’s
godmother. Winblad-DeMarco’s right-wing husband had a huge ranch in
Delano and was one of migrant farm workers organizer Cesar Chavez’s
biggest foes. Courtney was born about sixteen months before the first Acid
Tests at which the Grateful Dead performed.11



Courtney’s parents’ history appears to link with MK-Ultra’s. In the early
1970s, the Grateful Dead turned against Hank Harrison, as he published a
book asserting that the band sold heroin. Linda Carroll was also intimately
connected to drug users in Ken Kesey’s acid test scene, where high-level
CIA MK-Ultra scientists such as John Gittinger attended several Acid Test
parties.12



Courtney’s statement that several witnesses claim she was given LSD at
the age of three remains hard to verify. Love said the acid came from her
father, but Harrison presented a polygraph test that he passed stating he



never gave Courtney acid. Carroll did send her daughter to psychotherapy
at the age of three, a strange and uncontested biographical note. Carroll was
raising Courtney in San Francisco at that time, near Santa Clara Valley
Medical Center, where CIA MK-Ultra scientists conducted narco-hypnosis
and behavior modification in association with the Stanford Research
Institute. Ken Kesey had also taken part in CIA MK-Ultra experiments at a
Stanford-based research program.13

Hank Harrison said that Linda Carroll’s parents pushed their adopted
daughter to separate from him by 1967, when Courtney was three. Linda
Carroll said in a memoir that her alcoholic adopted father, Jack Risi,
regularly sexually molested her when she was very young. It’s unknown
what was happening to Courtney, either in childcare, where Carroll said
Courtney may have gone through “child abuse,” or her “therapy” at that
age. But Harrison noted being puzzled as to why Courtney threw tantrums
each time he had to take her back to Carroll’s home at the end of his
weekend custody.

Carroll divorced Harrison by 1968 and took him to court for full custody
in 1970. Harrison said her parents used their wealth to extend the hearings
for a year and to secretly bribe his lawyer, leading him to lose all rights. He
said he went into a deep depression in the following years, as Carroll kept
him from seeing Courtney.14

In federal hearings on CIA projects in 1995, two women, Chris De
Nicola and Claudia Mullen, testified that they were victims of MK-Ultra
experiments in subproject “Monarch,” starting at three years old, during the
same 1967 time period Courtney Love attended psychotherapy. De Nicola’s
and Mullen’s therapist, Valerie Wolfe, also testified, stating that forty other
therapists contacted her, with remarkably similar stories from their patients,
when they learned she was giving testimony. De Nicola and Mullen
testified that LSD, trauma, and hypnosis were used on them from infancy
until the age of sixteen, to help turn them into prostitutes and assassins for
the CIA. Mullen said that MK-Ultra’s John Gittinger and Sidney Gottlieb
did the experimental training on her. Other female agents wrote memoirs
with similar stories.15

The late Jim Keith transcribed much of Claudia Mullen’s account in his
book Mass Control. Keith presented similar public testimony of self-
reported CIA victims Katherine Sullivan and the pseudonymous Brice
Taylor. Keith further detailed a 1992 speech given by psychologist Dr.



Corydon Hammond to an audience of psychology professionals at a
regional conference on abuse and multiple personality. Hammond
interviewed therapists nationwide to find that in about two-thirds of ritual
abuse cases, perpetrators used “a highly developed and uniform technology
of mind control.”

Hammond said many of these cases had connections to the CIA and
military, and employed a type of technology originally created by the CIA.
He said one group that practiced this was the Process Church associated
with the Manson family. In 1967, Charles Manson lived several blocks from
the Process Church headquarters in the CIA- and Prankster-filled Haight
Ashbury neighborhood of San Francisco. Process leaders visited Manson in
jail.16

All this deserves consideration when reviewing further aspects of
Courtney Love’s life, raising the question of whether Courtney’s
“psychotherapy” at three was part of a CIA-type victimization. Harrison
believes that Carroll sent Courtney to therapy in order to “brainwash” her.
He doesn’t know if the therapy had anything to do with MK-Ultra, but he
said that Linda Carroll kept Courtney away from him for years. Carroll had
dated Frank Rodriguez in the late 1960s, married him in 1969, and moved
to Eugene, Oregon with him near the Acid Test crowd.

This crowd had followed Ken Kesey when he moved to his hometown
near his brother Chuck Kesey. The transplanted Acid Test crowd who called
themselves “Merry Pranksters” included Kesey, Ken Babbs and “Spider
Lady” Nancy Van Brasch Hamren. Nancy Hamren had a boyfriend whose
sister was married to Grateful Dead frontman Jerry Garcia. Chuck Kesey
had a business, the Springfield Creamery, which hired Hamren as an
assistant, and then named their new yogurt, Nancy’s Yogurt, after her. Hank
Harrison said that Linda Carroll became close with Hamren, while the
Grateful Dead played benefit shows for the Springfield Creamery that
popularized it.

About a year after Carroll’s marriage to Frank Rodriguez, Rodriguez
filed for divorce, claiming Carroll was sleeping with Courtney’s
psychiatrist. In a memoir, Linda Carroll said she then moved to New
Zealand in 1973 and left Courtney in Oregon. Within a year, Courtney was
brought to New Zealand, but then sent back to Oregon again. Carroll
claimed a former “family therapist” took the bizarre action of flying to New



Zealand to pick Courtney up and take her back to the U.S. This is an
extreme breach of boundaries, and of time and expense for a therapist.

Most importantly, Courtney found Harrison when she was fourteen years
old in 1979, and in Hillcrest Youth Correctional Facility in Salem, Oregon.
Harrison got her out of Hillcrest and housed her for a while. Courtney
evidently told Harrison that she was sexually molested by Frank Rodriguez
and the psychiatrist. She also said that the doctor hypnotized her and gave
her the psychohypnotic drugs Tuinal and Seconal, starting at least as early
as age seven. Harrison said he met Rodriguez, and didn’t believe he would
molest Courtney, but he never understood her tantrums over returning to her
mother’s at three and four years old. Harrison said he didn’t know the
psychiatrist, and believed Courtney was telling the truth about him,
particularly knowing such exotic drugs at such a young age.17

MK-Ultra researchers Lee and Shlain cited CIA documents detailing
their psychiatrists’ use of Seconal, in similar fashion to Scopolamine, as a
narcohypnotic to gain trance states. Also, as noted earlier, one of the CIA
MK-Ultra “leading psychologists” John Gittinger accompanied two other
MK-Ultra scientists to several Acid Tests, before the acid test crowd moved
with Ken Kesey to the Eugene, Oregon area, and Linda Carroll ended up
following them. MK-Ultra victim Claudia Mullen’s federal hearing
testimony regarding Gittinger is supported by many victims who testified
before the Australia Royal Commission. Gittinger took his split personality
experiments to Australia by the mid-1970s. John Marks, a former U.S. State
Department Director of the Bureau of Intelligence and Research, obtained
16,000 FOIA-released CIA documents, some of which showed Gittinger’s
work with drugs and hypnosis. Gittinger was also publicly accused of
hypnosis and drug experimentation by Vermont dissociative identity
(multiple personality) disorder victim Karen Wetmore.18

Another claim about Courtney appeared in a biography, Courtney Love:
The Real Story, by Poppy Z. Brite. At sixteen years of age Courtney
apparently worked for organized crime in Japan as a stripper in what
Courtney called “the white slave trade,” implying it included prostitution.
Hank Harrison said Courtney had found out how to become legally
emancipated that year. Harrison said Courtney was beyond his control, and
that he saw her start prostituting with a San Francisco madam he knew, who
became a longtime advisor to Courtney. Harrison claims she introduced
Courtney to high-paying clients such as Hewlett Packard scion David



Packard (also a former U.S. Deputy Secretary of Defense). Harrison said
Courtney went overseas with the Japanese Mafia both before and after
meeting the madam. Courtney biographer Melissa Rossi also said Courtney
reported prostituting in Taiwan as a teen.19

After her first six months in Japan, Courtney came back and gained
access to a trust fund left by her maternal family. In 1980, while Courtney
was in Japan, Harrison got a book deal to research a project in Dublin,
Ireland. While still sixteen, Courtney evidently bought a thousand hits of
LSD and stopped at her father’s temporary home in Dublin for several
months. While there, she took acid with Steve O’Leary, who was working
for the CIA. She and O’Leary then traveled to Liverpool, England, as well
as Ockendon Vietnamese Refugee Camp in London’s suburbs. (A strange
echo of Lennon assassin Mark Chapman spending time at the Arkansas Fort
Chaffee Vietnamese Refugee camp. Harrison said Ockendon was known as
a CIA-owned group.)20

The Liverpool music scene was experiencing the biggest explosion in
bands since the Beatles put that city on the map twenty years earlier.
Perhaps this is why Courtney brought the thousand hits of acid to
Liverpool, where she certainly expected to distribute them, according to
Wallace and Halperin in their book Love and Death: The Murder of Kurt
Cobain. If so, she followed in the same path as CIA MK-Ultra and British
intelligence agents ready to introduce LSD and manipulate the minds of
young, impressionable music industry leftists while also popularizing the
drug.21

It is reported that Love quickly became a groupie for many of the United
Kingdom’s top bands (Pogues, Adam Ant, Flock of Seagulls, Echoe and the
Bunnymen), comically claiming to have lost her virginity to several
different music stars. One of these music stars, Julian Cope of The Teardrop
Explodes, described Courtney as destructive. For example, Hank Harrison
said his daughter aborted a pregnancy after sex with the drummmer for the
Pogues, breaking up his marriage. Reports of her destructiveness all over
the city surely contributed to what researchers describe as her being “no
longer welcome in Liverpool” by 1982.22

Years later, during Courtney’s marriage to Kurt Cobain, Cope went so far
as to take out a large advertisement in the music press. His ad made an
allusion to Love: “Free us from Nancy Spungen-fixated heroin A-holes who
cling to our greatest rock groups and suck out their brains.” Cope was



referring to the wife of Sex Pistols guitarist, Sid Vicious,23 who had a
heroin problem when she met Vicious in New York and reportedly turned
him on to the drug, before they both died young. Love physically resembled
Spungeon and had unsuccessfully auditioned to play Spungeon in the film
Sid and Nancy.24

Reports continued of Courtney Love next traveling to Portland, Oregon
where she also pushed drugs and caused chaos in that music scene. Many
said Courtney was always “popping huge amounts of pills” including
barbiturates, speed, and opiates: “[When] she had extra, she’d distribute
them around as if they were candy.” There is no mention of how she could
be able to get so much to distribute freely. As in Liverpool, she latched onto
potential music stars. Rozz Rezabek, of the new-wave band Theater of
Sheep, said she tried to mold him.25

Eventually tiring of the Portland scene, Courtney moved to Los Angeles,
where she worked as a stripper. While there she tried to become a rock star,
joining a band with Kat Bjelland and Jennifer Finch. Bjelland soon formed
Babes in Toyland and moved to Minneapolis. They quickly kicked
Courtney out of the band for being a sub-standard instrumentalist.26

When Courtney Love was nineteen, she went back to Portland to live
with her father, but he soon kicked her out for having heroin parties and
leaving syringes all over the basement. She then moved to Alaska where
she stripped in a club and reportedly prostituted at the local Army base.
Years later she is said to have told her first husband, James Mooreland, that
she “slept with generals at the Army base who told her secret information
that proved that the wars they got us into were for our own good.”27

By 1985 Courtney returned to Los Angeles and began a sexual affair
with director Alex Cox. She gained a small role in his movie Sid and
Nancy, about the Sex Pistols, and a starring role in another film. During this
time she became friendly with more United Kingdom rock stars, including
Elvis Costello and Joe Strummer. Courtney reportedly lived briefly in
Strummer’s house with him and his wife. Strummer’s band, The Clash, is
considered by many as one of the top radical leftist punk bands in music
history.28

Courtney Love went on to spend some time in the New York music and
film scene before moving back to Los Angeles in the late 1980s and starting
a punk band, Hole, with Eric Erlandson. There she latched onto L.A’.s local
punk music star James Mooreland and convinced him to marry her.



Mooreland said he thought he was marrying a radical punk feminist, but
instead ended up with a “right-wing Phyllis Diller.” He said he soon
realized Courtney was a “junky stripper and prostitute,” who had used hired
thugs to beat people, as various underworld characters were beholden to
her. Similar to Kristen Pfaff’s and Hank Harrison’s descriptions, Mooreland
said Courtney seemed “as if she had another personality” capable of
extreme violence. He was constantly threatened by Love, and when he
refused one of her demands, a stranger actually beat him into submission.29

Love and Mooreland broke up after she got pregnant, used drugs during
her pregnancy, and got an abortion. Around 1986, Courtney Love
reportedly went into surgery for a nose job. Within the next five years she
had added breast implants and liposuction. After the divorce from
Mooreland, she dated Trent Reznor of Nine Inch Nails (one time and then
stalked him) and was dating Smashing Pumpkins’ lead singer Billy Corgan,
whose album Gish was heading to the top of the charts just before Nirvana’s
Nevermind. Former bandmate Lori Barbero said Love left Corgan for
Cobain in late summer 1991, immediately after being introduced to him.30

Kurt’s friends said Cobain had only tried heroin a few times before he
met Courtney, but she apparently got Cobain into a daily intravenous habit.
For example, Cobain’s longtime friend Alice Wheeler said Courtney did
this “to control him. She’s very sophisticated that way.”31 During Cobain’s
last 12 months, Love supplied many addicts with money and heroin,
surrounding Cobain with them. This included “nanny and gun nut,” Mike
“Cali” Dewitt, who admitted his “spy role” for Love to author Everett True.
Cobain fired Dewitt but Love rehired him. Love also forced Cali’s friend,
Rene Naverette, on Cobain as a bodyguard. Love finally had Eric Erlandson
at the house often, even during Cobain’s last days, making the scene similar
to Rolling Stone Brian Jones’s death scene. Well-documented evidence
suggesting Courtney’s role in Cobain’s death, along with the total lack of
police investigation about it, speaks to a high level of U.S. intelligence
protection.32

Following Cobain’s death, Courtney Love promoted LSD and crack
cocaine. Barbara Walters conducted a high-profile interview of Love in
1995 for a TV audience of 25 million viewers. Love made bizarre
statements lauding LSD, telling Walters her father gave her acid as a kid,
stating, “He wanted to make a superior race, and by giving children acid
you could do that.”33
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In 2012, Love discussed crack cocaine in a biography. Love said while
crack cocaine “screwed me up in a lot of ways, it improved me in certain
others … I’ve never been good at numbers, but when I was on crack, I
could do math really, really well. I became a fucking wiz at calculus.”34

Immunity from criminal prosecution continued. Love physically attacked
numerous people, both men and women, with few or no legal repercussions,
leading many to avoid discussing her out of fear. These attacks included
some women who had been close to Cobain, such as singer Mary Lou Lord
and Kathleen Hanna, lead singer of the seminal “riot grrl” band Bikini Kill.
Riot grrl was a movement of female empowerment through punk music and
zines (small-press magazines). Love punched Hanna in the face at the 1995
Lollapalooza Fest. She pled guilty and was ordered to receive anger
management counseling.

Love also attacked journalist Victoria Clarke and media photographer
Belissa Cohen. In separate incidents, she punched them in the face and
dragged them by their hair. Cohen sued Love in a civil trial. Out of these
multiple physical assaults, reports claim Love only received one
misdemeanor sentence.35

By 2012, Courtney Love’s actions were so injurious that her daughter
Frances filed a protective order against her. The judge granted the order to
Frances Cobain and several of her relatives, including Frances’s aunt,
Kimberly Cobain, who had previously gained legal custody of then 17-year-
old Frances in 2009.36

Love Leaves a Trail of Death

hile one musician died of a heroin overdose in 1990, much of the
chaos in the Seattle music scene started after Courtney Love arrived

in the early fall of 1991. Susan Silver, who helped manage Soundgarden,
Alice In Chains and the Screaming Trees, said, “After Courtney hooked up
with Kurt, it was the first time anyone had ever publicly trash-talked
anybody in the community. It was really awful to have somebody with this
addict behavior of divide-and-conquer. We had this really lovely, cohesive,
supportive community, and this tornado came and started blowin’ things
apart.”37



In late October of 1991, noted Seattle poet, and Cobain’s friend, Steve
Bernstein reportedly committed suicide by slitting his throat. Bernstein’s
friend, film director Oliver Stone, believed he was murdered. It must be
emphasized that though there is no direct evidence implicating Love at the
scene of Cobain’s death, the violence was not the first in a series of sinister
events involving individuals with whom she had some connection. By early
1993, the frontman for Mudhoney, Mark Arm, and the bassist for Alice In
Chains, Mike Starr, both near-fatally overdosed, after reportedly shooting
up with Courtney in separate incidents.38

One singer, Mia Zapata, had come to Seattle and was considered the
“queen of the scene” for her inspirational singing and guidance of other
female musicians. She had leftist roots as a relative of the famous Mexican
revolutionary Emilliano Zapata. By 1993 Mia Zapata’s band, the Gits, had
toured with Nirvana, and were about to sign a major-label record deal. The
Gits organized a tour to shadow the U.S. tour of Pope John Paul II, to
denounce the church’s politics. One month prior to the tour, on July 7,
1993, Zapata was found laid out in a street with her arms straight out and
legs together, forming a cross. She had been raped and murdered.

Seattle musicians didn’t trust the police investigation, and hired a private
detective. The band Tad organized a benefit show to raise money for that
purpose. Nirvana joined in and was scheduled to co-headline with Tad.
Backstage before the show, Courtney Love started a physical fight with the
girlfriend of Tad’s lead singer, knocking over a lamp that started a fire, and
nearly sabotaged the benefit concert.39

Another close friend of Cobain’s, Kristin Pfaff, had briefly joined
Courtney Love’s band Hole for their hit album Live Through This. Pfaff,
who was reportedly happy to leave Seattle and Hole, died ten weeks after
Cobain. A friend found her dead in her bathtub, of an alleged overdose.
Pfaff had formerly been in the Minneapolis band Janitor Joe, who wrote
antiwar songs such as “Big Metal Birds.”

Wallace and Halperin quoted many who knew Pfaff. Everyone reported
how peaceful, friendly and talented she was. Her band Janitor Joe had
received critical acclaim. Courtney Love and her ex-boyfriend, Eric
Erlandson, talked Pfaff into joining Hole for their major-label debut with
Geffen Records. Pfaff’s family tried to talk her out of it, concerned about
Erlandson’s and Love’s drug use. But with a generous financial offer made



to her, Kristen Pfaff saw a chance to make a living with music, so she
decided to join Hole on a temporary basis.40

Erlandson soon coupled with Pfaff romantically. Within weeks Pfaff was
hooked on heroin. Her brother, who relocated to Seattle, said Courtney
Love supplied Pfaff with heroin and syringes. A good friend said Love
emotionally traumatized Pfaff, who would make musical suggestions only
to have Love scream at her and threaten to fire her.41

It didn’t help Love and Pfaff’s relationship that Kurt Cobain was
attracted to Pfaff, with her beautiful long black hair, striking figure, and
similar passions. Cobain said in confidence to his close friend Dylan
Carlson, “She’s a fucking talented musician. She’s also a beautiful soul. I
think she’s so beautiful, but if I ever told her that and Courtney found out, it
would be hell.”42 Pfaff and Cobain spent hours talking about similar
interests, but when Cobain gave Kristen a copy of the novel Perfume, which
had greatly inspired him, “Courtney hit the ceiling.”43

When Hole’s Live Through This eventually came out, critics credited
Pfaff’s bass playing for the band’s unique sound. Even Erlandson told Spin
magazine, “The day Kristen joined Hole is when we took off.” But Pfaff
didn’t care. She had already quit her “nightmarish” relationship with
Erlandson around Christmas of 1993, and, with Hole’s Live Through This
completed, she left Seattle and moved back to Minneapolis.44

In Minneapolis, Pfaff awaited the start of Hole’s summer tour, to which
she was still contractually committed. Pfaff’s mother Janet said that Cobain
asked Pfaff to join him in a new band he wanted to start without the rest of
Nirvana. When Kristen heard about Kurt Cobain’s death in April of 1994,
“she was devastated. She stopped doing drugs the day Kurt died.” Pfaff
entered a detox center and started straightening out her life. She then
rejoined her old band, Janitor Joe, and “was adamant she would never go
back to Hole.”45

Kristen Pfaff went on tour in Europe with Janitor Joe, but still needed to
clear her things out of her Seattle apartment. Pfaff got a Minneapolis friend,
Paul Erickson, to drive a storage truck with her to Seattle. According to
Love and Death authors Wallace and Halperin, in 1994 in Seattle there were
“said to be more heroin addicts per square foot in Kristen’s Capitol Hill
neighborhood … than in any other district in the United States.” Pfaff’s
friend Erickson slept in the truck with Pfaff’s belongings to protect them



from junkie thieves. A bandmate of Pfaff’s said she called him that night
sounding “as chipper and happy as she’s ever been.”46

At 8:30 p.m., Erickson said, he saw Eric Erlandson enter Pfaff’s
apartment and leave again roughly half an hour later. Erickson found Pfaff
unconscious in an inch of water in the tub the next morning. She was dead
before police arrived. Police said they found “syringes and narcotics
paraphernalia in the bathroom,” and pages were ripped out of Pfaff’s
journal. The same coroner who had declared Kurt Cobain’s death a suicide
claimed Pfaff died of “Acute Opiate Intoxication” caused by an accidental
“[injectable] use of the drug.”47

Police rebuffed Kristen’s mother’s requests to investigate her daughter’s
death as a possible homicide. Kristen’s brother Jason suggested Erlandson
may have killed Pfaff. “It could have been a dose of dirty [overly pure]
heroin. The fact that Kristen was clean for so long combined with a dose of
dirty heroin would have been enough to kill her.” Jason was explaining how
her tolerance to heroin was likely lower, and it wouldn’t have taken as
much heroin to get high, but that it being overly pure would have killed her
more easily.48

Evidence suggests Eric Erlandson as a suspect in Pfaff’s death, yet there
is no mention of police investigating him. Again, police inaction appears
purposeful. With the mass of evidence that Courtney Love carried out MK-



Ultra-type activities with criminal impunity, Erlandson’s actions regarding
Pfaff and his partnership with Love at this time suggest his collaboration.
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Chapter Twenty-Three

Police Attacks on Tupac Shakur 
 and Activist Gangs

Couldn’t survive in this capitalistic government,
 ’Cause it was meant to hold us back with ignorance.

 Drugs and sneak attacks in my community, they killed our unity.
 But when I charged them, they cried immunity.

– Tupac Shakur, “Panther Power” (1989), from 
 The Lost Tapes, 1998

review of rap icon Tupac Shakur’s radical leftist lineage and
leadership provides the first motive of the ruling oligarchy to push

U.S. intelligence to target Tupac at the beginning of his career. Soon after
beginning his solo rap career, Tupac developed a plan to aid the movement
of gangs away from drug dealing and into leftist politics, making him a
more major target. As Tupac’s talent propelled his fame in a meteoric
fashion, his increasing success at converting gangs to activists would put
major dents in the oligarchy’s fortunes and threaten their control over
society.

Tupac’s Leftist Lineage and Teen Leadership

upac Amaru Shakur was born in 1971 to former Harlem Black
Panther leader Afeni Shakur, who named him after the last Incan

leader to die trying to fight off the Spanish invaders in the 1500s.1 She
named Bronx Panther Assata Shakur as Tupac’s godmother and L.A.
Panther leader Geronimo Pratt his godfather. Afeni’s partner, Mutulu
Shakur, regularly took Tupac to activist meetings and to the Lincoln Detox
drug treatment clinic in the Bronx, where Mutulu was Assistant Director.
After the FBI put Mutulu on its most wanted list and he went underground,
the FBI visited Tupac in school to ask if he had seen his leftist stepfather.2

Tupac never veered from the political path onto which his family set
him. When twelve-year-old Tupac was asked what he wanted to be when he
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grew up, he immediately said, “A revolutionary.” Mutulu came out of
hiding every so often just to wave to Tupac and acknowledge how much he
meant to him.3

While the FBI kept Afeni from gaining employment, Tupac took up
acting at the age of thirteen. His good looks and ability landed him the lead
child’s role in A Raisin in the Sun. The play showed at the Apollo Theater
as a fundraiser for Jesse Jackson’s presidential campaign.4

In the mid-1980s, Afeni Shakur moved Tupac and his sister Sekyiwa to
Baltimore, where she had family. There, Afeni fought successfully for her
son’s admission into the Baltimore School for the Arts, where he excelled.
Baltimore teachers described Tupac as a natural leader, chosen to represent
the school at citywide forums. One teacher reported Tupac was the best
actor they ever had. 5

By then, Tupac had begun to attend national activist meetings. His
mother’s close friend, Watani Tyehimba, was a former Revolutionary
Action Movement-based Black Panther in Los Angeles and cofounded the
New Afrikan People’s Organization as their National Security Director.
Tupac attended their young adult group, the New Afrikan Panthers.6

When Tupac was about seventeen, their Baltimore neighborhood was
experiencing a major crack epidemic, and a teenager was shot. Afeni took
Tupac and Sekyiwa to Marin City, near Oakland, California, to protect
them.7 There they moved in with imprisoned Panther leader Geronimo
Pratt’s second wife, Linda. Afeni didn’t know that people called the
neighborhood “Cokeland,” and U.S. intelligence had developed a hotspot
for cocaine trafficking in the same San Francisco Bay area.8

The New Afrikan Panthers, active in eight cities nationwide, had many
members in their teens and twenties, reflecting the ages and actions of
Black Panthers when that group first organized. They made 17-year-old
Tupac Shakur their youngest-ever elected national chairman.9

FBI’s Richard Held Targets Huey Newton, Judi Bari

omeone else had moved to the San Francisco Bay area soon before
the Shakurs. Richard W. Held, who once headed the L.A. Cointelpro

unit, became the San Francisco FBI office chief. Held’s father had been an
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FBI Assistant Director, helping to cover up Panther Leader Fred Hampton’s
murder, and leading attacks on the American Indian Movement. Following
in his father’s political footsteps, Richard Held had arranged for police
snipers to shoot Geronimo Pratt in his bed, where they thought he was
sleeping. They failed to hurt Pratt at that time, but later Held successfully
framed Pratt for an L.A. murder. With Afeni’s continuing addiction, Tupac
took her place working hard on Pratt’s defense team, which was soon
infiltrated and sabotaged, apparently with Held’s help.10

In August of 1988, Panther cofounder Huey Newton worked on Pratt’s
Defense Committee.11 In his position of New Afrikan Panther Chairman,
Tupac said he consulted with Geronimo as well as with Newton, who talked
to East Coast former Black Panthers about reuniting. Tupac also started
rapping and performing at benefits for Pratt. Huey Newton was assassinated
in 1989, under Held’s watch.12

The year after Newton was murdered, a bomb went off under the car seat
of environmentalist Judi Bari, leader of the environmental organization
Earth First! Evidence and disclosures eventually indicated the FBI was
most likely behind this bombing. The car bomb paralyzed Bari from the
waist down. She and her wounded fellow activist passenger launched a
lawsuit. A reporter asked Bari about the FBI’s search for the bomber.
Reflecting her label as “queen of the quip,” she said, “I hope the FBI find
their man. And when they do, I hope they fire him.”13

After the bombing, Judi Bari chronicled dozens of murderous
Cointelpro-type tactics the FBI used against her and Earth First! leading up
to the car bomb incident.14 The research gave credence to Bari’s lawsuit
against FBI supervisor Richard Held and his collaborator in the Oakland
police. Congressional support helped bring it to trial and, eventually, jurors
awarded $4.4 million to Bari’s partner, Darryl Cherney, and Bari’s estate
after she died in 1997.15

Police Armed Attacks on Tupac & Other Foul Play

ormer colleagues and writers say the Bari suit sent Held into early
retirement in 1993, though not before three armed and murderous

attacks took place on new entertainment star Tupac Shakur, who lived in



Held’s area.16 Evidence suggests that U.S. intelligence tried to “neutralize”
Tupac with imprisonment or murder, using increasingly sophisticated
strategies in direct proportion to his ever-increasing wealth and fame in the
first four years of Tupac’s entertainment career. They targeted Tupac both
as a leftist black leader and for using his new wealth to fund former Black
Panthers and other FBI targets. This targeting included arresting Tupac on
drug charges several times.

Due to both Afeni Shakur’s crack addiction and Linda Pratt’s alcohol
addiction, Tupac left home and moved in with a fellow leftist named Leila
Steinberg. Steinberg managed Tupac and introduced him to Grammy-
nominated rap artists Digital Underground. Tupac decided to leave his New
Afrikan Panther leadership to tour with Digital Underground through the
U.S. and Europe, thinking he might be able to reach more people with his
politics through rap.17

Tupac’s debut CD, 2Pacalypse Now, was picked up by major label
Interscope Records. Tupac also landed an acting role in the film Juice.
Tupac’s debut CD included political songs such as “Wordz of Wisdom,” in
which he calls out to various members of his Panther extended family,
while blaming the government for bringing drugs into his community, and
rapping, “The war on drugs is a war on you and me.” In another track he
says, “Fuck you to the FBI … the CIA and … B-U-S-H.”18

In late 1991, several days after MTV released Tupac’s solo debut music
video “Trapped,” two white Oakland police officers stopped him for
jaywalking before physically assaulting him. In a legal testimony printed
and presented in court by Tupac’s lawyer, Tupac (cited as “claimant”)
detailed Oakland Police officer, Alexander Boyovich, “putting him in a
chokehold” and then taking him down to the ground. The document said,
“Officer Boyovich repeatedly slammed claimant’s face upon the pavement
while Officer Rodgers held claimant’s body down. Officer Boyovich
continued to choke claimant until he lost consciousness. At no time did the
claimant assault or resist the officers while they were physically attacking
him.” These police tactics have led to other victims’ deaths. Tupac sued for
$10 million but settled for $42,000 several years later.19

In August of 1992, Tupac accepted an invitation by politicians in Marin
City to be the honored guest at their annual music fest back in his old
neighborhood on the exact three-year anniversary of Huey Newton’s
assassination. Eyewitness Marku Reynolds said that someone named



Demetrius with a group of other guys “punched Tupac,” while “he was
signing autographs.” Reynolds then re-enacted seeing Mutulu Shakur’s son,
Maurice “Mopreme” Harding, shooting a warning shot straight up to the
sky. Reynolds further described how other shots were fired, and, “after I
didn’t hear no more shots, I raised my head and they were already chasing
[Tupac] and Harding.” Later witnesses said these other shots didn’t come
from Harding, thus they must have come from the attackers, who hit a six-
year old boy two blocks away. The attacking group convinced a mob to
attack Tupac, all in front of passively watching police officers, according to
Reynolds. Bay Area FBI Director Richard Held specialized in various
tactics used in that attack.20

After that incident, important politicians began to vilify Tupac, and
conservative companies censored him. Vice President Dan Quayle
condemned Tupac’s lyrics in a well-publicized speech in 1992.21 When
Tupac’s debut album approached gold, Time Warner bought a controlling
interest in Interscope Records, and they proceeded to censor many of
Tupac’s lyrics on his second CD, Strictly 4 My N.I.G.G.A.Z, (his code for
Never Ignorant Getting Goals Accomplished), not allowing Tupac’s
political song, “Holler If You Hear Me,” to be his released single. They also
delayed the release of this CD for a year.22

After Quayle’s public denouncement, police appeared to use the same
FBI harassment arrest strategy against Tupac as they used against his Black
Panther extended family.23 In line with Tupac’s quote, “I never had a record
until I made a record,” police arrested him close to a dozen times on
dubious charges, most of which were dismissed. In Los Angeles, the FBI
would accumulate a 4,000-page file on Tupac.24



Police arrested Tupac several times for marijuana possession to gain his
temporary imprisonment. The aforementioned intelligence memorandum on
musicians leaked by the Senate Intelligence Committee spelled out “Have
members arrested on marijuana charges … Use narcotics … to entrap.”
Police arrested Tupac several times for such specious claims as smoking
marijuana in the lobby of a hotel at a political rap convention in Atlanta.
While that 1992 charge was dismissed, it did drain Tupac of time and
money. A later marijuana possession charge almost landed Tupac in jail
long-term.25

By the end of 1991, Afeni Shakur had finally begun her recovery from
crack addiction. She started helping with Tupac’s life work in 1992. She
handled Tupac’s public relations and other aspects of his music and film
career.26

By 1993, Tupac bought his mother a house in Atlanta. Former Panther
Watani Tyehimba, Tupac’s business manager, had already moved there as
Security Director for the New Afrikan People’s Organization. Afeni
rejoined Tyehimba in their work for gaining the freedom of Geronimo Pratt
(now Geronimo Ji Jaga), which finally succeeded in 1997, with his gaining
a multimillion-dollar settlement from the government for false
imprisonment. Tupac planned to move to Atlanta even though he had been
hit there with trumped up drug charges in 1992.27



A
Politicized Gangs Worry U.S. Intelligence

bout the same time he produced his first CD, Tupac Shakur came up
with his Thug Life Movement. Tupac’s manager and longtime

political mentor, Watani Tyehimba, confirmed that Tupac had decided to
pretend to be a “gangsta” in order to appeal to gangs and then politicize
them. This was part of his Black Panther extended family’s work in helping
local Bloods and Crips gangs stop fighting each other over drug dealing turf
and fight instead for leftist political change.28

In the early 1990s, someone had filmed Los Angeles police beating
unarmed motorist Rodney King. It made nightly news and some of the
police officers went on trial. Their acquittal sparked the Los Angeles riots.
Just days before, former Black Panthers and other activists successfully
developed a gang truce between several sections of the Bloods and the
Crips, who vowed to fight police racism instead of each other.29 Former
Panthers and civil rights activists like singer Harry Belafonte helped the
peace truce, and activist conversions spread to Oakland, which worried the
intelligence community.30

The Bloods and Crips not only encompassed the majority of the estimated
100,000 gang members in Los Angeles, but reports also acknowledged the
two gangs had spread to states across the U.S. from Texas to New York.31

Studies found 1,100 individual Bloods and Crips gangs active in 115
cities.32 By 1995, the Bloods and Crips were reportedly active in all four
branches of the armed services and at more than 50 military bases around
the U.S.33

Tupac Shakur helped host gang-peace truce picnics and also fashioned a
“Code of Thug Life” plan with his imprisoned stepfather Mutulu Shakur.
Their plan sought to reduce the harm that drug-dealing gangs caused in the
community.34 Mutulu further helped organize a gang truce between the
Crips and the Bloods in the federal prison system.35

In the summer of 1992, The Nation published a plan promoted by one
former gang leader-turned-socialist writer, “Monster” Kody Scott. In the
article, Scott discussed the Bloods/Crips truce and their plan that included a
proposal for Los Angeles’s budget to improve poor communities’ education
and economy, as well as getting drug lords to convert to legitimate
businesses.36



Over the following years, the gang unity movement gained top political
allies, including Congresswoman Maxine Waters.37 The gang unity
movement raised funds for legitimate businesses with profits going toward
rebuilding recreational centers, drug treatment, and community centers.38

These converted gangs also may have posed a threat to mainstream political
leadership, as many credited Jose “Cha-Cha” Jimenez and his converted
Chicago gang, the Young Lords, with helping elect Chicago’s first black
mayor, Harold Washington, in the 1980s.
The Los Angeles Police Department responded to this development with

several operations and the bolstering of their specialized anti-gang units.
U.S. Attorney General William Barr, of President George H.W. Bush’s
administration, said the Crips and Bloods, together with criminal illegal
aliens, replaced Communism as the major domestic subversive threat. The
U.S Justice Department deployed Marines and the 82nd Airborne in the
streets during the L.A. riots. They also had the FBI and the Immigration and
Naturalization Services working against these gangs.39

The FBI deployed a 100-agent unit to investigate the Crips and Bloods.
They worked with the L.A. Police Department in Operation Hammer, a
program that had police raiding activists’ gang-truce meetings and framing
the gang-truce leaders.40 Bush also initiated a second program, Weed and
Seed, that coincided with his administration’s statements that gangs led the
L.A. riots. Bush said drug dealers and gang members needed to be weeded
out for a neighborhood to get seed money.41 Activists claimed the name
applied to undercover agents weeding into the Bloods and Crips to seed
conflict.42

Gunmen soon murdered gang-truce leaders, causing few repercussions.
Tony Bogard, one of the gang leaders acclaimed nationally for championing
the Watts neighborhood Bloods/Crips truce of 1992, was murdered in
January of 1994. Bogard was considered a hero in Watts for forming the
non-profit Hands Across Watts, which promoted business ventures for
reformed Bloods and Crips. Reputed drug dealer Rodney Compton fatally
shot Bogard six times and was released from jail after pleading no contest
to one count of voluntary manslaughter. Police said gunpowder residue was
found on Bogard, who was caught without his bulletproof vest on.
Compton, shot once in the arm, said Bogard fired first, though no witnesses
confirmed his account.43



Other gang leaders were targeted. Police arrested Dewayne Holmes, the
gang-truce leader who finalized the ’92 truce, for an alleged “crime” of a
ten-dollar robbery at a gang-unity dance. Despite personal appearances on
his behalf by California Congresswoman Maxine Waters and once-and-
future governor Jerry Brown, Holmes received a near-maximum sentence,
and the courts sent him to a remote prison in the Sierra Nevada
mountains.44

In spite of these problems, over the next few years activists helped the
gang truce spread throughout Los Angeles. While the 1992 gang truce
reportedly started with the three largest housing project gangs, primarily in
the Watts section of L.A., by the spring of 1994 more than two-dozen other
L.A. rival gang factions joined the truce. The gang-peace activists also
reached out to the Mexican gangs and other ethnic groups. Latinos played a
huge part in the rioting, and Latino rappers publicly supported the rebellion
of blacks in L.A.45

Gang truces and activist conversions eventually spread nationwide, and
were talked about internationally. In 1993, activists like Common Ground
Foundation director Fred Williams helped organize a national gang-truce
summit in Kansas City, Missouri.46 L.A. Blood Omar Portee took Black
Panther books to New York, starting the gang in Rikers prison to fight
oppression.47 And in 1994, leaders of the Bloods and the Crips addressed
rallies in England’s Manchester and London, organized by the black British
organization Panther—a subsection of a socialist group, the Militant.48



New York saw the conversion of the state chapter of the Latin Kings into
the Almighty Latin King and Queen Nation (ALKQN). In The Almighty
Latin King and Queen Nation: Street Politics and the Transformation of a
New York City Gang, published by Columbia University, it was reported
that the 3,000-strong group stopped drug dealing and started to get involved
in activism.49 Former Young Lords activist, Vincent “Panama” Alba
influenced Latin Kings leader, Antonio “King Tone” Fernandez, to make
this conversion.50

After King Tone converted the Latin Kings into an activist group, the
NYPD arrested King Tone on many charges, but courts failed to convict
him. Prosecutors finally sent King Tone to jail long-term for “conspiracy to
sell and distribute heroin” in 1998. Alba and other prominent leaders
believe it was a frame-up, after the FBI and New York police spent a
million dollars on Operation Crown that year but failed to find evidence
against 91 other ALKQN leaders. One single raid during that operation was
reportedly the largest in NYC since alcohol prohibition. 51



T
Gang Conversions Cost Money Launderers Billions

he profits of the drug trafficking, ruling oligarchy were decreased by
billions of dollars due to the gang-peace truce movement and

conversion to activism between 1993 and 1996. The United Nations Drugs
and Crime czar, Antonio Maria Costas, told the London Observer, “Inter-
bank loans were funded by money that originated from the drugs trade.”
The Observer went on to state that, “Gangs are now believed to make most
of their profits from the drugs trade and are estimated to be worth £352bn,
the UN says … evidence that drug money has flowed into banks came from
officials in Britain, Switzerland, Italy and the US.”52 U.S. intelligence
surely knew of this, as some of their top leaders also had leadership in the
finance industry.

Recent articles have covered drug money laundering by major banks. In
2010, Wachovia (now part of Wells Fargo) admitted to not following the
law that guarded against laundering narcotics traffickers money, when they
were caught doing so in a 2006 incident. Bloomberg News reported that an
airplane involved in this trafficking was one of four that transported twenty-
two tons of cocaine. In working with Mexican currency exchange houses
from 2004 to 2007, Wachovia allowed $378 billion of laundered money to
go unexamined.53 Furthermore, in 2012 a “Senate inquiry found that
HSBC, England’s largest bank, accepted more than $15 billion in cash
between 2006 and 2009, much of it thought to be connected to drug
gangs.”54

Drug money is also allegedly laundered through the profit reports of
local chain stores and restaurants whose parent companies are on the New
York Stock Exchange. As detailed earlier, Catherine Fitts, former top-level
Wall Street insider and former U.S. Deputy Housing Commissioner,
explained the huge boost street level drug dealing gives to banks and other
companies on the stock exchange that launder the money (hide it as cash
profits in their businesses). The business, often a restaurant that deals in
cash, may see a 20-fold increase in the stock value of the company that
owns the business.

Fitts gave a concrete example of how a drug dealer’s sales convert into
millions of dollars on the stock market.

Every day there are two or three teenagers on the corner dealing drugs across from our home in
Philadelphia. We figured that if they had a 50% deal with a supplier, did $300 a day of sales

http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/drugs-trade
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each, and worked 250 days a year that their supplier could run his net profits of approximately
$100,000 through a local fast food restaurant that was owned by a publicly traded company.

Assuming that company has a stock market value that is a multiple of 20-30 times its
profits, a handful of illiterate teenagers could generate approximately $2-3 million in stock
market value for a major corporation, not to mention a nice flow of deposits and business for
the Philadelphia banks and insurance companies.55

The gang conversion movement in which Tupac participated with his
Black Panther extended family and the Young Lords was leading thousands
of gang members to stop drug dealing in each of dozens of cities
nationwide. The Latin Kings 3,000-member gang stopping dealing would
have cost New York money launderers billions of dollars from their
conversion alone.

Some fast-food restaurants have been charged with money laundering for
drug dealers, and some chain fast-food restaurants have major stockholders
who headed U.S. intelligence. Davco Restaurants bought the franchise
rights for Wendy’s fast food chain in the cities of Baltimore and
Washington.56 Davco Restaurants, one of the world’s largest Wendy’s
franchisees, with over 150 restaurants in the mid-Atlantic region, has
significant U.S. intelligence connections. One of its major stockholders is
Citibank director John Deutch, the Director of Central Intelligence for two
years under President Clinton.57 Deutch also was a director of the following
corporations at the same time: Ariad Pharmaceuticals, CMS Energy Corp.,
Cummins Engine Co., Raytheon Co., and Schlumberger Ltd, NY. The New
York Times noted how Citibank worked with Cayman Island banks,
transferring at least hundreds of millions of dollars for over two years,
despite the Cayman banks’ known drug money laundering.58

Police Shoot at Tupac; Tupac Shoots Back

.S. intelligence responded in a number of ways to these gang
conversion developments. To lessen Tupac’s regular talks with his

stepfather, they transferred Mutulu Shakur to the highest security prison in
the country, located underground in Florence, Colorado. Federal prison
officials have a history of collaborating with U.S. intelligence objectives.
According to a warden’s memo, prison officials put Mutulu in the country’s



most restrictive confines due to concern over his “outside contacts and
influence over the younger black element.”59

In response to the work of Tupac Shakur and other rappers with leftist
political agendas, politicians were officially brought into the tactical
strategy in 1993. According to Sundance Award-winner Nick Broomfield,
who produced the documentary Biggie and Tupac: “In 1993, a Senate
Select Committee was set up to look into the hip-hop movement. Fear of its
inflammatory qualities led to FBI surveillance.” The FBI were actually
watching at least one rap group, N.W.A, since 1988.60

After a late October 1993 concert in Atlanta, Tupac’s road manager
drove the rapper in a motorcade following his business manager Watani
Tyehimba’s car. Several cars of guards and friends followed them. Just as
Tyehimba went through an intersection, Tupac’s car was stopped at a red
light. Tupac saw two white men punching a black man in his car in an
adjacent hotel driveway. The rapper rolled down his window and asked
what was happening.61

A random bystander, Edward Fields, stated that he saw one of the white
men, Mark Whitwell, point a gun at Tupac’s group, and he screamed “Get
Down! Get Down! Get Down!” at which point Tupac and many in his
entourage quickly rolled up their windows.62 A white couple from
Cherokee County in a car facing Tupac’s at the corner said in an interview
that they looked up to see two white men and a white woman rush across
the street to Tupac’s car looking like a white gang attacking a black man.63

When the white husband saw that at least one of the men had a gun, he told
his wife to duck her head down.64

Watani Tyehimba got out of his car and said he “saw Mark Whitwell
smash the Mercedes front passenger window with the handle butt of a gun
and shoot at Tupac who was sitting behind the driver.” Bystander Edward
Fields also said he saw “one of the White males … pull out and point a
black handgun … and then fired one shot” into the Mercedes.65

Tupac’s biological cousin, Billy Lesane, described seeing Tupac roll out
of his Mercedes and grab a gun from another of his cousins. Likely due to
the surprise of there being several cars with Tupac’s that included guards
with guns, the outnumbered attackers started running away, while Mark
Whitwell kept his arm extended with the gun pointed behind him at the
group. Lesane said that Tupac had gotten down on one knee “like a soldier



and fired three rounds,” hitting Mark Whitwell in the small of the back and
Scott Whitwell in the butt.66

While these accounts alone support a planned attempt to murder Tupac,
the Whitwells’ behavior following the incident further suggests such a plan
in their attempted cover-up. The Whitwells were police officers,
purportedly off-duty at this time, and they filed a written police report that
included the statement, “Niggers came by and did a drive-by shooting.”67

Also, despite the many eyewitnesses, the Whitwells told a police division
that they didn’t have any guns on them.68 The two were treated at a hospital
and released the following day.

Tupac was arrested, charged with attempted murder and brought to trial.
At some time between Tupac’s arrest and the trial, Tupac’s lawyers,
Chokwe Lumumba and Ken Ellis, found out that the Whitwells were police
officers. These cops never identified themselves as such at the scene,
suggesting they were trying to hide the fact, as it could have protected them
from the potentially fatal retaliatory shooting.69

It appears this was another U.S. intelligence attempt to assassinate the
rap and film star. Tupac’s lawyer found that one of the men who shot at
Tupac used a gun the other had stolen from a police evidence locker. In a
separate trial, another police officer said such a gun is known as a
“throwaway gun,” one that could be put down after murdering someone and
couldn’t be traced back to the officer.

Police also came to Tupac’s hotel room immediately after the shooting.
Since the rooms were reserved under several false names, it shows the
police had always had Tupac under close surveillance. When the evidence
mounted against the wounded police officers, Atlanta prosecutors dropped
their charges against Tupac for shooting them.70
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Chapter Twenty-Four

Spy Targets & Tupac: Weed Promotion, Rap War
& Gangs

ore evidence regarding attacks on two other black leaders, Mumia
Abu-Jamal and Imam Jamil Al-Amin, would suggest that U.S.

intelligence orchestrated the 1993 incident where Atlanta police shot at rap
icon Tupac Shakur. After that incident, Tupac was arrested on a forced
sodomy accusation (anal or oral sex), before being shot in New York.
Evidence then indicated that U.S. intelligence ran a sophisticated operation
through the Death Row Records label that involved manipulating Tupac to
promote marijuana use and promulgate a war between rappers. An
investigation also found Death Row trafficking guns and cocaine, before
using Tupac’s last days to end the Bloods/Crips gang truce.

Spy Targets: 
 Mumia Abu-Jamal & Imam Jamil Al-Amin/H. Rap Brown

vidence that U.S. intelligence attempted to orchestrate Tupac
Shakur’s murder in Atlanta is bolstered by U.S. intelligence attacks on

other black leaders, particularly former Black Panther Mumia Abu-Jamal
and former Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee leader Imam Jamil
Al-Amin. U.S. intelligence appeared to use psychological profiling in their
targeting of both Tupac and Mumia. Regarding Imam Al-Amin, the FBI had
worked with Atlanta police intelligence in the same 1990s time period,
using undercover agent infiltrators in the Imam’s Muslim group at that time,
before framing Imam Al-Amin for murder.

U.S. intelligence appeared to have used psychological profiling to set up
Tupac by having white police in street clothes attack a black man in front of
the rapper to try and draw him out of his car. Black Panther Huey Newton
wrote that U.S. intelligence used a similar ploy on him when police shot up
the door of his next-door neighbor to unsuccessfully try to lure Newton out



so he could be killed. As noted, that neighbor was dealing drugs and renting
the apartment from the FBI when police shot up his door.1

Evidence also indicates the use of similar psychological profiling in a
murder attempt of Mumia Abu-Jamal (born Wesley Cook). Mumia had
been Minister of Information for the Philadelphia Black Panthers as a teen.
Mumia then became an award-winning journalist after the Panthers
disbanded. Mumia worked for WUHY-FM in Philadelphia, as well as
writing and reading stories on National Public Radio. Respect from his
journalism peers led them to elect Mumia as the head of the Philadelphia
Black Journalists Association.2

Mumia covered many police-brutality cases, particularly assaults on the
activist group MOVE, who forbade drug use. MOVE taught how an
oppressive U.S. government cultivated addiction in America. Reports claim
Mumia strongly supported MOVE by 1981, and later joined them.3

On December 9, 1981, Mumia Abu-Jamal and police officer Daniel
Faulkner were shot in what evidence showed to be an attempt to murder
Mumia or jail him for Officer’s Faulkner’s murder. When top bands and
international groups around the world supported Mumia in the 1990s, he
became the most famous political prisoner in the world. On his CD cover
and in his songs, Tupac Shakur promoted Mumia’s freedom.4

In the following years, many witnesses gave testimony that not only
exonerated Mumia Abu-Jamal, but reinforced the understanding that the
incident he was accused of was part of a huge operation.5 Police tried to
hide the medical examiner’s report that the fatal .44 caliber bullet that killed
officer Faulkner could not have been fired from Mumia’s .38 caliber gun.
Years after the shooting, Arnold Beverly, a career hit man serving time in
jail, signed an affidavit saying the Mafia paid him and another gunman to
shoot Faulkner. Other police were at the scene to back Beverly up and
provide help with his getaway.6 Beverly passed two lie detector tests
regarding this affidavit.7

More affidavits supported witness testimony that Ken Freeman, a friend
of Mumia’s brother Billy Cook, was the other gunman identified by Beverly
and worked undercover for U.S. intelligence to help kill Faulkner. Without
each shooter’s full knowledge, this operation targeted Mumia with murder
or imprisonment. In an affidavit, Mumia Abu-Jamal said he heard gunshots,
heard his brother scream after being beaten by Officer Faulkner, and ran to



the scene where he saw a uniformed policeman turn toward him, gun in
hand. Mumia said he then saw a flash and went down on his knees, severely
wounded.8

According to Billy Cook, that night Ken Freeman was armed with a .38
caliber gun. Apparently, after Mumia’s conviction, Freeman told Billy
about a plan to kill Faulkner and that he participated in the shooting of
Officer Faulkner. Freeman also said he was, “connected, and knew all kinds
of people” after being in the Army.9

Further cover-ups ensued. Three years later, Philadelphia police tried to
serve an illegal warrant on MOVE, the activist organization Mumia
supported. Then, police infamously dropped a C-4 military explosive from
a helicopter onto the roof of the row house that was MOVE’s home and
headquarters. The FBI and Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms gave
Philly police the explosive. The explosion caused raging flames, but police
wouldn’t let firefighters put hoses on the fire for several hours. Eleven men,
women, and children, and their pets, burned to death. The spreading flames
also burned down two whole city blocks. Only two survived, Ramona
Africa and thirteen-year-old Birdie Africa. Police jailed Ramona.10 Ken
Freeman was “discovered dead in Philadelphia under mysterious
circumstances” the following day.11

In the 1960s, the FBI’s Cointelpro murderously targeted H. Rap Brown.
He worked as a Student National Coordinating Committee (SNCC) leader
and honorary Panther, before changing his name to Imam Jamil Al-Amin at
the time of Mumia’s imprisonment in the 1980s.12

In 1967, an hour after H. Rap Brown spoke at a summer rally in
Maryland, two black auxiliary police officers shot at the SNCC leader,
grazing his head. Blacks reacted by rioting. When later asked about the
truth of rumors that organizers snuck him out of town in a coffin, Brown
replied, “I’ve never said. The government probably would have liked me to
leave in a coffin.” The U.S. Congress then passed the Rap Brown
Amendment, making it illegal to go across state lines and give a speech that
“provokes” a riot.13 Though the FBI Counterintelligence Program had
supposedly ended, agents said it continued into the 1990s under different
names.14

In Atlanta, Imam Jamil Al-Amin presided over the second largest
community of traditional Muslims in the United States.15 Most Muslims in
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the world belonged to Al-Amin’s sect of Islam.16 Al-Amin’s work included
successfully clearing drugs out of neighborhoods of Atlanta.17

In 1993, when Atlanta police attacked Tupac, they also targeted Imam
Jamil Al-Amin in several ways. From 1992 to 1995, Atlanta police
intelligence worked with the FBI to infiltrate Al-Amin’s mosque, allegedly
to investigate a possible homicide. Several years of spying and tens of
thousands of documents failed to produce any charges.18 In 1995 a man was
shot in a park near Al-Amin. Police first pressed charges against Al-Amin
for the shooting, but dropped the charges when the man claimed police
forced him to say that Al-Amin shot him.19

U.S. intelligence appeared to wage their largest attack on Imam Jamil
Al-Amin in 1999. Police claimed he fatally shot a police officer.20 The
problem began when Al-Amin was driving a friend’s car, and a police
officer pulled him over. Al-Amin had a police badge that a local mayor had
given him as an honorary auxiliary officer for helping to get drug dealers
out of a neighborhood. When Al-Amin presented the badge to the officer,
the officer charged him with theft and impersonating a policeman.21

Soon after, police sent two black police officers to arrest Al-Amin, with
a warning that the Iman was armed and dangerous. One of these policemen
said Al-Amin fatally shot his fellow officer.22 A large body of evidence
indicates this was not Al-Amin, and the officers were sent after, or must
have come upon, a different person. The officer said he shot and wounded
Al-Amin. Police investigators also said Al-Amin left a trail of blood from
where he was shot. Upon arrest several days later, Al-Amin didn’t have a
mark on his body, but he still ended up on death row for his alleged killing
of a police officer. Tupac Shakur’s manager, Watani Tyehimba, and Tupac’s
New York trial lawyer both worked to help Imam Jamil Al-Amin’s defense
appeals, but he remains in prison.23

FBI Escalates Attacks on Tupac

he sophistication of attacks on Tupac Shakur continued to develop in
proportion to his increasing wealth and fame. While Tupac was

working on his third film, Above the Rim, with Woody Harrelson, a Haitian
music promoter named Jacques Agnant (a.k.a. Ricardo “Nigel” Brown)



befriended the rap star. In November of 1993, two weeks after the Atlanta
cops shot at Tupac, Agnant introduced Tupac to a woman named Ayanna
Jackson in a New York dance club. She admitted in court to having
unzipped Tupac’s pants and “kissed” Tupac’s penis in the middle of a
crowded dance floor, before having sex with him in his hotel.24 Several
nights later, she stated she came back to Tupac’s hotel room and had oral
sex with him, but this time Jackson accused Tupac, Agnant and two other
associates of forced sodomy and sexual abuse. She filed charges with
police.25

Tupac Shakur’s description of the night indicates that Jacques Agnant
had set him up, perhaps by slipping a drug in his drink. Tupac said he was
having drinks with his road manager, Agnant and one of Agnant’s
associates when Agnant called to get Ayanna Jackson over to the hotel
room. Tupac messed around with her in his room, and then Agnant came in
with his associate. Tupac reported walking out of the room and going into
another room before passing out. Tupac said that when he woke up, “I felt
like I was drugged.” Jackson’s accusations against Shakur and Agnant
included forced sodomy, assisting forced sodomy, and gun possession.26

Evidence accumulated to indicate U.S. intelligence set up the Ayanna
Jackson incident. A U.S. intelligence memorandum regarding political
musicians specifically addressed this tactic. It instructed agents to: “Send in
women and drugs … [use] free sex to entrap.”27 Police also tampered with
evidence, “accidentally” destroying tapes of Ayanna Jackson on Tupac’s
hotel voicemail that supported his defense of a consensual sexual
experience.28

Other evidence indicated Jacques Agnant worked for U.S. intelligence.
A Policemen’s Benevolent Association lawyer bailed Agnant out of jail and
represented him in court.29 Tupac’s trial lawyer, Michael Tarif Warren,
acquired Agnant’s rap sheet, which showed a long list of major charges up
and down the East Coast, all dismissed, which Warren said was “a sure sign
that Agnant was a police agent.” Warren also said that Agnant successfully
had his case severed from Tupac’s, which the attorney said was highly
unusual.30

Towards the end of Tupac’s trial, the case was looking so bad for the
prosecution they said they’d be willing to accept a mistrial for having
withheld evidence: photographs of Ayanna Jackson at the hotel scene.31



Tupac rejected the offer, wanting to clear his name. To prevent Tupac from
continuing his meteoric career trajectory, police intelligence apparently
tried another plan.

While the jury was still out at the end of November 1994, an associate of
Jacques Agnant’s, Jimmy “Henchman” Rosemond (a.k.a. Booker), called
Tupac. Rosemond said he’d give him $3,000 to record a song with another
rapper. Wary of Rosemond because of Agnant, Tupac said he’d only come
for $7,000. Rosemond complied and Tupac came to the New York
recording studio in Times Square.32

In an interview for Vibe magazine, Tupac detailed how, “I felt nervous
because this guy knew somebody I had major beef with … Nigel [Agnant]
had introduced me to Booker [Rosemond]. Everybody knew I was short on
money. All my shows were being canceled.” This was reportedly due to
police groups calling concert venues and saying they wouldn’t provide
security due to Tupac shows being a riot risk.33

But Tupac suffered through many legal charges as well as many
lawsuits, leading him to say, “All my money from my records was going to
lawyers; all the movie money was going to my family. So I was rapping for
guys and getting paid.”34

Tupac had always avoided hard drugs, a reaction to his mother’s
addiction. However, perhaps not realizing that the genetics of addiction
could predispose him to cannabis dependence, Tupac developed a
marijuana habit. He said that he was “smoking chronic [strong marijuana]
daily.”35

Tupac reported that when he walked up to the studio, a thirty-something-
year-old black man was hanging out in army fatigues and didn’t
acknowledge him. Tupac later said he was too stoned to realize how
suspicious that was, since black men in that age group usually recognized
and acknowledged him due to his film and music fame. Inside the building,
that man, and another who had been waiting indoors, shot Tupac once to
put him on the ground, then twice in the skull, according to a doctor’s
affidavit.36 Amazingly, though Tupac was seriously wounded, he survived.
Tupac’s plan to clear his name became more complicated, as mainstream
media twisted the facts of the incident to state that the shooters were only
mugging Tupac, and Tupac reached for his gun to shoot them. A security
camera pointed at the lobby doors for buzzing people in had a videotape,



which police didn’t confiscate. Instead, they abruptly halted the
investigation.37

Years later, Dexter Isaac signed a letter saying, “James Rosemond hired
me to rob 2Pac Shakur at the [mispelled in letter] Quad Studio. He gave me
$2,500, plus all the jewelry I took,” which amounted to tens of thousands of
dollars. Either Isaac or the gunman with Isaac had the more serious mission
of killing Tupac, seemingly for U.S. intelligence. Government documents
showed Rosemond had been charged with a crime in 1994, before Tupac’s
shooting. Rosemond met with U.S. prosecutors as an apparent informant
from that time until at least June of 1998. Documents included an
“Agreement” that Rosemond’s ongoing “statements” to the District
Attorney and U.S. State’s Attorney would not be used against him regarding
the 1994 criminal case, the prosecution of which was put on indefinite
hold.38

It would not be surprising to learn the FBI used the 1994 criminal case
against James Rosemond to turn him into an “informant” (collaborating
agent). The FBI had a pattern of doing this. Noted FBI researchers Ward
Churchill and Jim Vander Wall described this scenario. The FBI approached
FBI infiltrator William O’Neal just after he was arrested twice for car theft.
“Apparently in exchange for a monthly stipend and the dropping of these
charges, O’Neal agreed to infiltrate the Chicago [Black Panther Party] as a
counterintelligence operative.”39

By 2011, James Rosemond was indicted for trafficking “numerous kilos
of cocaine.”40 A Village Voice article claimed a jury convicted Rosemond of
trafficking “thousands of kilos of drugs and dirty cash between Los Angeles
and New York.” The article further stated that “Prosecutors proved” that
these shipments included “machine guns” and were in “music crates to
recording studios and record labels owned by or affiliated with Vivendi’s
Universal Music Group, the largest music corporation in the world.” The
article further reported that Rosemond admitted his part in the assault on
Tupac at Quad Studio, in a “cooperation deal that might lead to a reduced
sentence, according to federal prosecutors.” Rosemond wouldn’t do time
for that crime as “in New York, the statute of limitations on robbery is
seven years, which means the time to prosecute anyone for the Quad case
expired 11 years ago.”41 U.S. intelligence appeared to give up on
Rosemond, as he received a long jail sentence for the trafficking.



On December 1, 1994, the day after the Quad shooting, a jury found
Tupac innocent on all charges including forced sodomy and assisting forced
sodomy. They only found him guilty of “touching Jackson’s butt” against
her will and assisting suspected police agent Jacques Agnant of doing the
same. For that offense, Tupac received a sentence of one to four years in
jail. For virtually the same charges, Agnant’s indictment was dismissed and
he pled guilty to two misdemeanors (the equivalent of a reckless driving
and a public intoxication charge).42 Tupac had been hospitalized for his
shooting wounds, recovered, and then began serving his sentence.

Tupac started serving time on Riker’s Island, New York City’s central
jail complex. While there, Interscope released his next CD, Me Against the
World, and it topped the pop charts for two weeks. This coincided with the
time President Bill Clinton ordered the bombing of Bosnia. Reporters
interviewed Tupac in jail about his chart-topping success, and Tupac
questioned the government’s treatment of Cuba and bombing of other
countries while people go hungry on American streets.43

Tupac admitted that after developing a daily marijuana habit before
prison, it was hard to stop abruptly. “My brain was half dead from smoking
so much weed … drinking, going to clubs, just being numb,” he said. Tupac
vowed to quit smoking marijuana.44

From Riker’s, prison officials shipped Tupac nine hours north to the
maximum security Clinton Correctional facility in Dannemora, New York.
There, guards subjected Tupac to the full gamut of penal coercion tactics.
These are tactics identified by Amnesty International as designed for
manipulating political prisoners. Prison guards conducted rectal exams on
Tupac every time someone visited him, saying they were searching for
contraband, despite that they watched each visit. They also kept him in
solitary confinement during ten of his eleven months in prison. An
American Civil Liberty Union (ACLU) report stated the purpose of these
tactics were to “reduce [prisoners] to a state of psychological incompetence
sufficient to neutralize them.”45

These tactics aided U.S. intelligence’s next possible goals for Tupac.
They apparently decided to manipulate Tupac and use him to both target the
rap community and to influence his fans in several negative ways. These
included using Tupac’s gangsta façade to promote gang behaviors,
manufacturing an East Coast versus West Coast rap war, and promoting
marijuana use.
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Evidence suggests that media assets and intelligence agents were
deployed to help set up the East Coast vs. West Coast rap war between
Tupac and his rap star friend, Biggie Smalls (a.k.a. Notorious B.I.G., born
Christopher Wallace). An intelligence document discussing how to target
political musicians stated, “Provoke target groups into rivalries that may
result in death.” FBI documents and former Panthers detailed how the FBI
used similar tactics to set up the New York-based Black Panthers that
include his mother, Afeni Shakur, and California-based Panther cofounder,
Huey Newton.46

It appears U.S. intelligence also wanted Tupac to sign with Death Row
Records, a new rap label that evidence suggests was a U.S. intelligence
front company. In line with Time Inc.’s extensive history of work with the
CIA, Time Warner gave Death Row a substantial amount of start-up money.
Tupac’s case was being appealed, and bail was set at $3 million. Normally,
only 10% of bail is necessary to secure a bail bond and release from
imprisonment. While the Court of Appeals would not accept Tupac’s offer
of 45% of the bail money, the Court immediately accepted a similar offer
from Death Row within days of Tupac signing to them, releasing Tupac
from jail while the appeals case was ongoing.47

Death Row Had CIA Drug Goals?

reported drug kingpin, Michael “Harry-O” Harris, started Death Row
Records with the help of his attorney, Dave Kenner, who owned its

umbrella company.48 Journalist Gary Webb quoted national drug trafficker
“Freeway” Ricky Ross’s probation officer, who said that Harris was one of
Ross’s two understudies. Ross regularly attained cheap cocaine from the
CIA Nicaraguan Contra network, before distributing it nationally.49

Dave Kenner allowed former football player Marion “Suge” Knight to
direct Death Row Records. Knight had a number of convictions with
increasingly harsher sentences until suddenly, while still committing
crimes, he seemed untouchable. Similar to Jacques Agnant and Eugene
O’Neil, the agent infiltrator of the Chicago Panthers, it is most likely that
Knight made a deal with police, as they failed to arrest him while he ran



Death Row Records, until he completed his most important tasks. These
tasks appeared to overlap U.S. intelligence’s agenda.50

Death Row Records also filled its ranks with police officers. High-level
Los Angeles Police detective, Russell Poole, along with detective Ken
Knox, discovered “dozens and dozens of police officers were working” at
all levels of Death Row Records. Det. Poole was told these officers could
be considered “troubleshooters or covert agents.” Death Row’s Security
chief, Reggie Wright Jr., “formerly” employed by the LAPD, admitted to
having many LAPD officers working for him. Wright’s father headed the
Compton, California police gang unit at this time. Compton, part of the
greater Los Angeles area, launched both top rap group N.W.A. and one of
the first Bloods/Crips truces.51



Suge Knight and Death Row appeared to continue U.S. intelligence’s
work against Tupac Shakur. Death Row’s suspicious criminal history led
Watani Tyehimba to have his New Afrikan People’s Organization
completely disconnect with Tupac, who cried on Tyehimba’s shoulder about
it, saying, “I know I’m selling my soul to the devil.”52

Knight also helped break up top rap groups that had any type of message
U.S. intelligence opposed. He lured rappers DOC and Andre “Dr. Dre”
Young away from the chart-topping group N.W.A. The group’s songs
included “Fuck the Police,” which the FBI sent warning letters about to
their record label in 1988.53 The FBI further sent letters to concert hall
owners and police, working to get N.W.A.’s concerts cancelled by having
police refuse to work security. They repeated this tactic against Tupac and
top radical music group, Rage Against the Machine.54

Death Row, it seems, also got well-known rappers to promote marijuana.
Prior to joining that label, Dr. Dre wrote the song, “Express Yourself,”
saying, “I still express, yo. I don’t smoke weed or sense/ Cause it’s known
to give a brother brain damage, and brain damage on the mic don’t
manage.” After signing with Death Row, Dr. Dre’s first CD was named
Chronic, the slang for strong weed. Knight also started public brawls
around Dre, in which only he, not Dre, avoided arrest. But Knight was
unsuccessful when he tried to coerce top New York politically-linked rap
groups such as Public Enemy and Wu Tang Clan to switch to his label.55

While Dr. Dre’s statement that weed causes brain damage may be a bit
exaggerated, several studies show the harm regular marijuana smoking can
cause to mental abilities. One study reported that seven days after their last
heavy marijuana use, subjects showed cognitive deficits, but that those
problems were reversible twenty-eight days after last use. Another study
showed that the more weed smoked, the more negative effects on “verbal
and visual memory, executive functioning, visuoperception, psychomotor
speed and manual dexterity” even after twenty-eight days of not smoking.
Of greater concern, a 2013 study showed that teens who were heavy
marijuana smokers—smoking it daily for about three years—“had abnormal
changes in their brain structures related to working memory and performed
poorly on memory tasks … two years after they stopped smoking
marijuana.”56

Although study outcomes can differ, and it’s hard to be sure one is
definitive, did the CIA’s MK-Ultra work with marijuana mid-century



continue with promotion to teens, particularly black teens in the 1990s and
beyond? The National Institute on Drug Abuse stated that marijuana is
addictive to 9% of users in general, and 17% of users who start using in
their youth. In 2000, an estimated “7 million people in the US population
used marijuana at least weekly.” The latest figures for 2013 cited “12% of
eighth graders and 36% of seniors at public and private schools said they
had smoked marijuana in the past year.”57

With about five million American students in each grade, was the CIA
trying to promote marijuana and get millions of kids, particularly black
kids, addicted to weed each year? If so, weed’s common effect of producing
apathy could raise their dropout rate and keep most of them in lower paying
jobs. Along with people addicted to other drugs, unemployed people
addicted to weed may resort to crime for money to survive as adults,
contributing to the private prison industry, or exclusion from voting if they
picked up felonies, such as for possession or distribution of weed. With the
title of her book, law professor Michelle Alexander said imprisonment for
drugs turned into The New Jim Crow for blacks, as it replaced the “Jim
Crow” laws that controlled blacks after slavery ended. She said more blacks
are in prison today than were enslaved in 1850.58

If Death Row was furthering this goal for U.S. intelligence, they did so
alongside other goals. Police Detective Russell Poole, who had gotten
himself assigned as co-lead investigator of the 1997 Biggie Smalls murder
investigation, said in the film Biggie and Tupac: “It was no secret that
Death Row was involved in drug trafficking.” Poole presented writer
Randall Sullivan many police reports detailing this, discussed in Sullivan’s
book LAbyrinth. Poole also found that Death Row Records was trafficking
guns.59 Death Row insiders said that Death Row director Suge Knight and
other top Death Row staff were provoking murderous fights between the
Bloods and Crips gang members it employed. In doing so, Death Row
appeared to aid the U.S. intelligence operation to end the gang-peace truces
that were part of the radical politicization of these gangs achieved by Tupac
and the Panthers.60

Det. Poole’s investigation would eventually launch a task force
investigating the infamous Los Angeles Rampart Division Scandal.
Assistant District Attorney Richard Rosenthal said that “the connections
that Russ Poole had made … including the possibility that an LAPD officer,
or officers, might be involved, were the origin of the task force.” In that



scandal, over seventy undercover members of the Community Resources
Against Street Hoodlums (CRASH) unit were implicated in corruption that
included unlawful shootings of drug dealers, as well as stealing and dealing
their drugs. Death Row-linked cop Raphael Perez was a lead witness-turned
prosecuted perpetrator in that scandal. Death Row bodyguard Kevin Hackie
said Perez and LAPD cop David Mack were at many Death Row private
parties. It wasn’t a coincidence that the undercover CRASH unit targeted
the gang truces.61

Death Row Records owner Dave Kenner and director Suge Knight had
picked Tupac up from jail, and evidently wasted no time in drinking and
smoking weed with him, leading Tupac to break his publicly printed vow
not to smoke weed again. Kenner and Knight also convinced Tupac to enter
the recording studio the same day as his prison release, while he was drunk
and stoned. This resulted in Tupac’s producing his most negative lyrics.
These included a double album of lyrics that almost exclusively promoted
smoking weed and selling drugs, and served to increase tensions in the East
Coast versus West rap war U.S. intelligence appeared to orchestrate.62



Knight, Kenner and Death Row’s undercover police agents also appeared
to continue some of the penal coercion tactics on Tupac outside of prison.
For example, Knight had his guards, mostly “moonlighting” cops, beat
people “disloyal” to Death Row in front of Tupac. Witnesses claimed that
Death Row employees who were also in the Bloods killed some Crips at a
Snoop Dogg rap show without getting arrested. Police on duty, as opposed
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to those cops in Death Row at the event, came to the show but didn’t detain
most of the potential witnesses. At least one police officer reportedly
working with Death Row, David Mack, was “also a self-confessed MOB
Piru” Bloods gang member. Death Row further disrupted political rap
conventions, such as Atlanta’s annual Jack the Rapper hip-hop conference
where Tupac had previously given speeches.63

Death Row contributed to yet another U.S. intelligence goal. In the
1960s, the FBI had sent fake letters between Afeni Shakur’s East Coast
New York Panthers and Huey Newton’s West Coast Oakland Panther
National Office, dividing these groups. The FBI also used undercover
agents to create these divisions, and appeared to use similar tactics against
Tupac. After strangers in prison and anonymous letter writers told Tupac
that his friend Biggie helped set up his shooting in New York, Tupac didn’t
first believe it. Death Row’s Suge Knight constantly hyped their conflict
with Biggie’s label, Bad Boy Records, and physical attacks began to occur,
with most coming from Death Row’s police corps. Tupac then began
writing lyrics attacking Biggie and Bad Boy Records producer, Sean
“Puffy” Combs.64

Death Row Uses Tupac’s Exit to End Gang Truce?

y the summer of 1996, the now 25-year-old Tupac had released a
double CD for Death Row, All Eyez on Me. It was the world’s second

fastest selling CD ever, going triple platinum within months. Tupac also
finished co-starring in two more major motion pictures. His personal life
improved as well. He became engaged to Kidada Jones, daughter of music
mogul Quincy Jones. Kidada said Tupac started staying home with her, and
they planned to have a child and move out of their Death Row-leased
apartment.65

In another major change, Tupac broke from Death Row’s influence.
While still required by contract to complete another CD with Death Row,
Tupac started his own record label, Euphenasia, and his own publishing
company. He returned to leftist activism, including attending Central
American solidarity benefits, speaking for groups such as the Brotherhood
Crusade, and continuing his work to spread peace truces between the
Bloods and Crips gangs. In his efforts to improve the lives of the



disadvantaged, Tupac planned to finance a chain of day care centers for
low-income women, and fund sports leagues for poor children in Los
Angeles.66

Regarding the gang-peace work, Tupac discussed plans for community
centers with former Crips gang leader-turned author Kody Scott. Kody
Scott’s best-selling book, Monster, documented his and other prison
inmates’ ideological conversion to socialism. Scott had been a spokesman
for the Los Angeles gang-peace truce movement with an article in The
Nation magazine. By this time Scott had changed his name to Sanyika
Shakur in deference to the Shakur family.67 Tupac and Sanyika planned to
spread activism into various Los Angeles communities together,
strategizing on various community projects that were to include other rap
stars and celebrities.68 The government would imprison Sanyika at least
two more times, including at least once due to a positive urinalysis for
marijuana.69

In that summer of 1996, many noticed Tupac’s attempts to stop smoking
weed and stop drinking. Music mogul Russell Simmons said that at a party,
while everyone else was smoking weed and drinking, Tupac didn’t. Instead,
he spent the whole night dancing with his bodyguard Frank Alexander’s
wheelchair-bound neice.70

A video offered further evidence of Tupac’s efforts to stop smoking
weed. It showed Tupac at a concert talking to a fan while smoking a
cigarette. At one point, a white roadie came up to Tupac and offered a joint.
Tupac shook his head “no” to the marijuana and kept smoking his
cigarette.71

With Tupac slipping away from Death Row’s control, police and
prosecutors brought a marijuana-possession charge against Tupac, a
violation of his release on bail during appeal of the sexual-abuse jail
sentence. A judge showed mercy. Tupac’s lawyer had filed for Tupac to
plead guilty, “open to the judge,” which required the lawyer to commission
a report on Tupac for the judge to read. After reading the report, which
recommended Tupac give a free benefit concert, the judge said in court,
“This young man seems to me to be absolutely remarkable.” He agreed to
the benefit concert sentencing, which would take place in Las Vegas on
September 7, 1996, on the same night and in the same city as Mike Tyson’s
heavyweight boxing match.72
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Tupac had strong disagreements with Suge Knight that summer, insisting
the CD he finished in August, Makaveli: Killuminati, The Seven Day
Theory, satisfied their three-CD contract agreement. At the end of August,
Tupac fired his lawyer, Death Row owner Dave Kenner. Kenner had written
the contract Tupac signed with Death Row, which also made him Tupac’s
lawyer, flouting the obvious conflict of interest.73

Tupac Shot in Las Vegas

ndercover police agent Kevin Hackie said in a public forum that he
was working “as an FBI agent” for the four years he was working for

Death Row Records, including when he became one of Tupac’s three
personal bodyguards. Hackie appeared to turn his back on the FBI when he
urged Tupac not to go to Las Vegas that weekend in early September 1996.
Knight and his security director, Reggie Wright Jr., immediately fired
Hackie the day before the Vegas trip. Tupac almost took Hackie’s advice
and backed out of Las Vegas, but his friend Tyson’s boxing match and the
court-ordered benefit concert there that night likely led him to attend the
Vegas event.74

Additional undercover Las Vegas police joined the police ranks working
in Death Row Records for this night. Death Row held a pre-bout party with
plenty of people drinking liquor and smoking weed. People said Tupac took
part in both. With Knight and others from Death Row, he attended the
boxing match at the MGM Grand hotel arena. Afterwards, in the hotel’s
lobby, Tupac got into a scuffle with a stranger, Orlando Anderson.
Witnesses said they believed Suge Knight helped set it up, partly by
describing Anderson as a Crips gang member who stole a Death Row chain
from an associate of Tupac.75

After leaving the hotel, Knight, with Tupac in his passenger seat, set out
with an entourage of Death Row cars to their company-owned Club 662,
where Tupac was to give his midnight benefit concert. On the way there,
just off of the Las Vegas strip, Tupac was murdered in what police
Detective Russell Poole described as a police-orchestrated drive-by
shooting, within nine days of his firing Death Row owner Dave Kenner.
Poole said that an eyewitness, Tupac bodyguard Frank Alexander, “believed
the entire assault on Anderson had been staged … it was entirely possible



Suge had paid the Crip to take that beating and then kill Tupac … as the
white Cadillac [with the shooters] … was actually a little bit ahead of the
BMW when the killer opened fire, allowing him to shoot at an angle that
made it possible to avoid hitting Suge with a stray bullet.”76

Las Vegas Times crime reporter Cathy Scott reported the FBI had Tupac
under surveillance the night he was murdered. Along with rampant police
foul play around Tupac’s murder scene, police superiors squashed any real
investigation. Scott detailed a page-and-a-half list of police improprieties in
the investigation. Kevin Hackie said he had documents to prove his FBI
employer had undercover agents, along with Alcohol Tobacco and Firearms
agents, in that entourage. Hackie said on film that Knight was involved in
“the orchestration of the shooting of Tupac.” LAPD Det. Russell Poole said
he was shocked when Las Vegas police showed him a closet full of
evidence regarding Tupac’s murder case, and their superiors told them not
to investigate.77

While Tupac Shakur fought for his life in a Las Vegas hospital, Death
Row spread the word that the Crips shot Tupac. Death Row also distributed
guns to gang members in L.A. Fatal shootings began, ending the
Blood/Crips peace truce. Suge Knight talked to both the police and the FBI
during this time. After many gang members were killed, activists spread the
word that it wasn’t the Crips who shot Tupac. The violence stopped just
after Tupac died on September 13, 1996.78

Police lied in saying there were no forthcoming witnesses among the
hundreds of people outside the Maxim Hotel on the busy heavyweight-title
fight night. Comedian Chris Rock would later mock U.S. intelligence, as
Tupac was killed just off the strip “during a Mike Tyson fight! And they say
there were no witnesses! More people watched Tupac get shot than watched
the last episode of Seinfeld! The government hates rappers!”79

Two of Tupac’s backup rappers, one of whom was Yafeu Fula, told
police they thought they could identify the shooter. Police failed to follow
up with either of them. The night of the next Tyson fight on November 10,
1996, someone put two bullets in Fula’s head. Like Tupac having a Panther
mother, Fula’s father was Bronx Panther leader Sekou Odinga. Police
pretended Fula’s murder had no relation to Tupac’s. Time magazine called it
“drug related.” But Fula had no prior criminal record, and even the FBI
somehow released an unredacted document stating that, “Fula was killed



mob style … executed from point blank range … the murder was done
professionally.”80

Many others linked to Tupac also died around this time. Tupac’s former
business manager, ex-Panther Watani Tyehimba, said that as national
security director of the New Afrikan People’s Organization, he had to
distance himself from Tupac after he signed with Death Row, so as to not
put the group in jeopardy. Tyehimba added that his oldest son, Yakhisizwe,
had followed Tupac to keep working with him after he signed to Death Row
Records. Yakhisizwe also turned up dead around the time of Tupac’s
murder.81 This left three former Black Panthers with the loss of a child.

After Tupac’s death, the leading theories put forth by mainstream media
included the idea that Tupac was killed as part of the East Coast versus
West Coast rap war. In that scenario, writers said that Biggie Smalls and his
producer, Sean “Puffy” Combs, played a part in Tupac’s murder. Writers
presented these theories with little-to-no evidence.82

Det. Russell Poole, the co-lead investigator of the murder of rap star
Biggie Smalls, had to resign from the Los Angeles police force and hold a
press conference to get his investigative information out. Poole stated
“Knight’s people killed Tupac,” and that Biggie’s and Tupac’s murders
were “well orchestrated well planned out, radios being used … experienced
police officers knew exactly what to do.” Poole also substantiated Kevin
Hackie as “a main source of information and his information was worthy of
follow-up,” but “I was … ordered not to go any further.” Hackie believed
Death Row killed Biggie “to throw the attention off Death Row [for killing
Tupac] … make it look like the East West rivalry … make it look like Bad
Boy Records … which wasn’t remotely the case.”83

The murders of Tupac and Biggie remained in the news for years.
Journalists identified New York FBI and ATF agents taking pictures of
Biggie just before his murder. This included FBI agent Oldham who
simultaneously worked as a New York police detective and monitored a
later trial of Sean Puffy Combs. Biggie’s mother used this and much more
evidence to pursue a lawsuit against the LAPD for her son’s murder.
Despite initial success with that suit, including a $1.1 million award for
legal fees, a judge ultimately dismissed the case.84
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Chapter Twenty-Five

Rap Targeting and Ecstasy: 
 Eminem & Wu Tang; POCC

ventually, word got out that the New York and Los Angeles police
departments were training police units around the country to target

rappers. The training included FBI Counterintelligence Program tactics.1
Police foul play surrounded deaths and dubious charges against many
rappers who had become activists in New York. For example, the
execution-style shooting of Run DMC’s Jam Master Jay in October of 2002
was caught on surveillance video camera, similar to how surveillance video
had Tupac Shakur’s New York shooters on tape. While police rejected the
videotape covering Tupac’s shooting, in the case of Jam Master Jay, it’s
unknown if police ever did anything with the tape. No one was ever
convicted of Jam Master Jay’s murder.2

Targeting also included top rappers who had become involved with the
HipHop Summit Action Network, which had developed a radical leftist 15-
point plan to reform society.3 It had top rappers, leftist academics and
activists on its board, including the late Columbia University Professor
Manning Marable, former NAACP Director Ben Chavis, and Congressman
Kweisi Mfume. Rappers such as Shawn “Jay Z” Carter, Sean “P.
Diddy/Puffy” Combs, Marshall “Eminem” Mathers, and rap producer
Russell Simmons, who was founder of the group, all appeared to get
targeted and scared away from more leftist activism after their
involvement.4

Evidence Reveals Ecstasy Brain Damage

y the mid-to-late 1980s, a new drug, MDMA or “ecstasy,” began to
get popular. MDMA is a “methyl analog” of MK-Ultra drug MDA.

The media quoted celebrities about ecstasy, and its popularity increased into
the 1990s. Evidence points to U.S. intelligence and other Western country



T

intelligence agencies having a hand in popularizing the drug as a weapon
against potentially activist young adults and cultural leaders.
By 2001, significant studies had been published regarding ecstasy. The

National Institute on Drug Abuse in its Research News wrote that ecstasy
“damages the brain and impairs memory in humans.” Johns Hopkins
neurologist, Dr. George Ricaurte, was the principal investigator in this
National Institute on Drug Abuse joint study. Ricaurte also led a second
study showing dark areas in positron emission tomography (PET) images of
MDMA users’ brains that represented damage due to chronic use.5

British professor A.C. Parrott published a review of fifteen years of
research in the journal Human Psychopharmacology, citing numerous
studies that found ecstasy use led to neurocognitive deficits. “Memory
deficits,” he wrote, “have been demonstrated in light users with an average
lifetime ecstasy consumption of 10-20 occasions.”6 He further stated the
worst cognitive function damage was generally found in heavier users.7
Studies from many countries have shown how ecstasy damages selective
memory and causes learning deficits, as demonstrated on a wide variety of
tasks.8

Ecstasy a Weapon in South Africa

he CIA’s Operation MK-Ultra had originally used the metabolite for
ecstasy, MDA, in its experiments on American citizens, resulting in

the death of unknowing patients.9 Later, foreign intelligence agencies used
ecstasy as a weapon against their own people, as happened in South Africa
during its racist apartheid regime. The apartheid government made people
of color second-class citizens by law. In 1994, apartheid had finally fallen
and the majority of citizens, who were black or of mixed race, elected the
pro-black African National Congress (ANC) to its top offices.

The new ANC government arrested Wouter Basson in 1997. Basson had
been the Director of Chemical and Biological Warfare (CBW) for South
Africa’s former white apartheid regime. The ANC government charged
Basson with selling 1,000 ecstasy tablets in South Africa’s black
neighborhoods, and far worse crimes, as part of CBW’s “Project Coast.”



Basson’s former research manager admitted that he was told to manufacture
more than a ton of ecstasy crystals.10

Evidence suggests that Western intelligence agencies also started
promoting and trafficking ecstasy to youth worldwide around 1990. The
campaign was similar to that of LSD by the CIA’s MK-Ultra Program and
collaborating intelligence agencies in the 1960s and beyond. Techno music
and midnight “raves” began to take hold in dance clubs during the 1990s,
bringing scores of young people together for this underground experience.
Soon “astroturf,” or fake grassroots promotion, could be seen in this
movement. Incomprehensibly expensive, glossy cardboard invitations
sometimes circulated regarding these events. Clubs were bought out and
transformed, with techno DJs replacing former dance clubs’ DJs. The old
DJs had played dance songs by bands that had lyrics and messages that
occasionally promoted leftist causes, such as top leftist group Rage Against
the Machine. The scene was transformed by repetitive techno music with
minimalist, shallow lyrics.11

While drug dealing existed in the old clubs, the rave or “techno” clubs
that replaced many of them had many more drug dealers making sales.
These new dance forums popularized “club” drugs such as ecstasy and
ketamine (Special K), as well as “poppers” (amyl nitrate) and acid. One
drug dealer, working with a partner from a Baltimore Mafia family,



described what happened when he asked his partner if the Mafia was
collaborating with government agents in distributing mass quantities of
these drugs. He said his partner panicked and turned shaky, stating, “You
don’t want to be asking those kinds of questions.”12

FBI Dealer-Agents Trap Wu Tang Clan

The techno/rave community tried to reach out and appeal to people of all
races. U.S. intelligence appeared to accomplish this in several ways. In
1999, circumstantial evidence started to accumulate. That year, an attractive
young white woman stated she brought ecstasy to use with some of the
most popular New York rap groups. Also at that time, rappers started
discussing their ecstasy use in top magazines, and the drug increased in
popularity.13

Strong evidence of U.S. intelligence involvement in the distribution of
ecstasy came in a front-page Village Voice article in 2000. It discussed how
the FBI and ATF worked on a joint operation employing a Mafioso
wholesale ecstasy kingpin, Michael Caruso. The article claimed Caruso
“first brought techno music to Manhattan and turned Staten Island on to
ecstasy.” Caruso had been sentenced for a string of crimes that included
drug pushing, bank robbery, kidnapping and extortion. The government
drastically reduced his sentencing on the ecstasy charges, after which the
FBI and ATF hired him to work as an undercover agent with the goal of
getting close to the rap group Wu Tang Clan.14

The targeting of Wu Tang Clan had a history. U.S. intelligence
unsuccessfully tried to get Wu Tang’s 1998 concert tour with Rage Against
the Machine cancelled. Rage Against the Machine threatened to file a
lawsuit and got the tour shows re-instated.15 Police previously used this
tactic against rappers N.W.A, Tupac Shakur and Paris.16

U.S. intelligence had a number of reasons to put heavy focus on Wu
Tang Clan. Besides touring with Rage, the Grammy nominated Wu Tang
Clan worked with a founding member of the Republic of New Afrika,
Brooklyn’s Sonny Carson. Carson had worked with Tupac’s New York
lawyer, Michael Tarif Warren, on black liberation causes. Papa Wu, the



brother of Wu Tang rapper Ol’ Dirty Bastard (ODB, birth name, Russell
Jones), founded a music studio with Carson in the Bedford-Stuyvesant
neighborhood of Brooklyn. Wu Tang also worked with the Panther-inspired,
worldwide hip-hop activist organization Zulu Nation.17

U.S. intelligence had many reasons for concern over Sonny Carson’s
work with rappers topping the pop charts. Zulu Nation revered Carson, and
the group was inspiring new chapters worldwide. Also, Carson’s son,
Lumumba Carson, started an influential Brooklyn group called Blackwatch.
That group was one of the first to explicitly meld Black Nationalist politics
with Hip Hop. Blackwatch spawned many activist rappers, including
Lumumba Carson’s next group, X-Clan, where Carson took on the moniker
“Professor X” in the 1980s.18

Rap activists reported that the music industry aided the more subtle
attacks on rappers. Public Enemy’s former member Professor Griff said
people in the record industry tried to create a conflict between his group and
X-Clan.19 Also, politically conservative Time Warner bought up a majority
of rap labels.

In the late ’90s, events supported Wu Tang Clan rapper ODB’s claims
that the FBI had targeted him. While ODB was the most eccentric of the
group, his brother Papa Wu kept ODB joining activist causes. ODB told
friends and relatives that the FBI killed Tupac Shakur for being a rap
activist. ODB changed his name in the futile hope of avoiding being framed
or murdered due to his own activism. From 1998-99, police arrested ODB
four times around the country on trivial charges. In the summer of ’98,
strangers broke into ODB’s New York home and shot him, but he
survived.20

Later, possibly using a version of the U.S. intelligence threat-timing
tactic, police orchestrated their most blatant and deadly attack on ODB and
his rapper cousin Fred Cuffie on Martin Luther King’s birthday. The NYPD
rap intelligence unit had a file on Cuffie. On a mid-January night in 1999,
two plainclothes New York Street Crime Unit police, wearing bulletproof
vests and driving an unmarked car in Brooklyn, sirened ODB to pull over.
One of the officers put a gun to the head of ODB’s passenger, Cuffie. The
other cop told ODB to get out of the car. Out of fear, ODB stepped on the
gas and fled. The police then fired at the rappers.21



A different group of uniformed police then came upon the rappers,
surrounding ODB’s car just outside his aunt’s boarding home. While they
didn’t find a gun on ODB or Cuffie, they did arrest the two based on the
claim that ODB was driving with his headlights off, and that the rapper
fired at the undercover cops first. A police source said ODB’s lights were
on, and a grand jury ruled in favor of ODB and Cuffie’s account. Months
after that New York shooting, police arrested ODB and held him on
$115,000 bail for wearing a bulletproof vest.22

In 2000, the aforementioned Village Voice article said the FBI had paid
ecstasy-dealing young Mafia kingpin Michael Caruso to work undercover.
Caruso’s work appeared to include becoming a personal manager for two
Wu Tang rappers. It’s uncertain how much Caruso influenced Wu Tang to
use and promote ecstasy, but the Voice reported Caruso organizing sex and
drug parties for Wu Tang members. The FBI said they and the Bureau of
Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms were investigating Wu Tang on suspected
gunrunning, but the FBI never charged anyone with a crime.23 Months later,
The Source rap magazine ran an interview of Mike Caruso joking about the
allegation of his FBI spy work, but Caruso failed to say Wu Tang fired him
after reading the Voice article.24

From 1999-2004, police subjected ODB to trivial arrests, and prison
officials reportedly forced ODB to take psychiatric medications while he
was incarcerated. ODB put out solo CDs at this time, and most topped the
pop music sales charts. In 2004, after his prison release, ODB died just
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before his 36th birthday. Mysteriously, it took over a month for a coroner to
announce that ODB died from a heart attack due to mixing cocaine with a
prescription painkiller.25 ODB’s brother disagreed with the coroner’s report,
saying ODB was drug free at the time of his death. He also implied political
reasons for his brother’s death, saying he and ODB were attending activist
rallies together at that time.26

Eminen Promotes Ecstasy Before Promoting Recovery

n 1999, white rapper Eminem (Marshall Mathers) came out with The
Slim Shady LP. The CD made constant references to drug use and rose

to the top of the rap charts. During an interview with Rolling Stone
magazine, Eminem reportedly took hits of ecstasy as he talked to the
reporter. He also promoted it in his songs. Other rappers, in magazine
interviews, started discussing ecstasy use, increasing the drug’s popularity.

Eminem had risen from an independent label-produced rapper to rap
prominence, just as top rap industry figures had formed the Hip-Hop
Summit Action Network (HSAN) that was then attacked by conservative
forces.27 Eminem supported HSAN. In 2003, Eminem also produced, for
free, many of Tupac’s songs for Afeni Shakur, and supported her major
motion picture release, Tupac: Resurrection.28 At about the same time,
Eminem wrote a song saying he didn’t care about “dead presidents” (cash),
he only wanted to see the president (George W. Bush) dead. The Secret
Service launched an investigation.29

Eminem had multiplatinum sales on his 2004 release Encore. Eminem
had tried to sway the presidential election in the fall of 2004 by releasing
another song and video highly critical of Bush. The CD’s song “Mosh,” and
its accompanying video, encouraged young people to storm the White
House and get Bush out of office for lying about the reasons for the Iraq
war. Eminem produced this album just before he volunteered his time to
produce a whole album of Tupac Shakur’s unreleased music, Loyal to the
Game. It topped the music sales charts.30 Additionally, Eminem worked on
a collaborative song with Mos Def and Jadakiss in a rap written by
Immortal Technique, wherein the Bush administration is blamed for
bringing down the World Trade Center on 9/11/01.31



Starting at the close of 2005, strangers shot members of Eminem’s rap
group, D12, whose CDs had sold over four million copies each since 2001.
In December of 2005, someone shot and wounded D12 rapper Obie Trice as
he was driving on a Detroit-area highway. On April 12, 2006, someone
fatally shot D12 rapper Proof, Eminem’s best man at his wedding and his
right-hand man onstage. Proof had a musical legacy; his father played in
Marvin Gaye’s band. Less than a week before Proof’s murder, Rolling Stone
published an article about him and his new solo CD. In that article Proof
made reference to his song “Kurt Kobain,” with this assertion: “The
circumstances of Kurt’s death are freaky to me. I don’t think he killed
himself.”32

Details on rapper Proof’s shooting show signs of intelligence targeting.
One of the people involved in the shooting was a former U.S. Army
sergeant, as had been the case in another circumstance of political targeting.
Secondly, the gunman shot Proof three times in the head and chest, a
military-execution style used on Black Panther national founder Huey
Newton, and unsuccessfully on Tupac Shakur.33 It’s interesting that this
occurred just after Eminem first got clean and sober. In 2005, the year
before Proof’s death, Eminem faced his addiction and went to residential
treatment. Eminem said that Proof’s murder triggered his relapse, and he
eventually needed to go back into rehab after overdosing on methadone in
2007. His friend Elton John mentored him through rehab in 2008, and he
stayed sober thereafter, promoting it with a 2010 album: Recovery.34

By 2012, articles discussed the prevalence of ecstasy in the Hip Hop
music world, including one rap label’s involvement in trafficking the drug.
In April 2012, articles stated that prosecutors were charging a rap label,
Thizz Entertainment (“thizz” is another slang name for MDMA/“ecstasy”)
with trafficking the drug nationwide, along with cocaine, heroin, and
marijuana. While the evidence was strong to support the notion that Death
Row Records was a U.S. intelligence front company, some evidence also
suggests that Thizz Entertainment was doing U.S. intelligence bidding.

The Los Angeles Times stated that the rap label started in 1999, and at
some point started dealing ecstasy, until it was trafficking nationwide
around 2010.35 Court documents associated with the article show the
government had a paid informant within Thizz Entertainment as early as
2004. In U.S. intelligence operations, “informant” usually means “paid
agent” who takes on activities that range from drug dealing to helping set



F

up murders. The court documents list many other U.S. intelligence
undercover agents, including a key informant who began his work in 2006.
So, the traffickers spread their operations nationwide years after Drug
Enforcement Agency-paid infiltrators became part of that group. This
suggests that DEA agents were helping to traffic ecstasy in wider and wider
areas for at least those six years, until more honest police agents found out
about it and pressed criminal charges against the rap label.36

Chicago Police Use Drugs to Target Hampton Jr.’s POCC

red Hampton Jr., son of the Chicago Black Panther leader, had first
become a leader of Chicago’s National People’s Democratic Uhuru

Movement when he was twenty-two years old in 1992. Blacks in Los
Angeles rioted that year, following the acquittal of police who were filmed
beating black motorist Rodney King. Hampton Jr. organized a rally to
protest that police acquittal. Hampton said that a day after his rally, police
officer Joseph Grubesette, who led FBI agents in arresting Hampton’s father
before murdering him, picked Hampton Jr. up as he was walking with his
three-year-old daughter. Evidence indicates that they framed Fred Hampton
Jr. for firebombing a store that never even experienced a fire. Hampton
spent nine years in prison.37

Both in and out of prison, Fred Hampton Jr. experienced murderous
attacks, as he founded the Prisoners of Conscience Committee (POCC).38

The brutal Chicago political establishment continuously attacked the
POCC. A former Vietnam War military policeman, Jon Burge, headed a
Chicago Police tactical squad implicated in torture interrogation tactics.
These tactics included suffocation as well as the use of electric cattle prods
on the ears and genitals of over one hundred black and Latino suspects. A
groundswell of bad publicity eventually led Chicago police chiefs to
suspend Burge by 1991.39

POCC’s Minister of Defense Aaron Patterson spent seventeen years on
death row after a confession gained through Burge-supervised suffocations
and beatings. Illinois Governor George Ryan pardoned Patterson in January
of 2003, at which time he jumped into his activist leadership position. By
that year, Richard Daley Jr. had kept a longtime position as Chicago’s



mayor. Patterson regularly spoke at anti-war rallies and anti-police brutality
forums, while organizing with POCC.40

Within twenty months, Chicago police culminated an operation with
Federal Alcohol and Tobacco and Firearms agents against Patterson. POCC
Chairman Fred Hampton Jr. said they labeled this “Operation Revolving
Door,” and Joe Gorman Jr. headed it. Hampton also named the connections
to his father’s murder in this operation. He said that Mayor Richard Daley
Sr. had personally hired Michael Cronin, who headed the gang narcotics
unit, while Joe Gorman Sr. used a machine gun to help kill Panther
Chairman Fred Hampton Sr. and Mark Clark. The ATF, the same group
involved in murderously targeting Tupac, Biggie, Wu Tang Clan, MOVE,
Panther leader Eldridge Cleaver and Cesar Chavez, arrested Patterson with
Michael Cronin present. They had paid someone to offer Patterson guns and
drugs for sale.

Judge Rebecca Pallmeyer, who had presided over a corruption trial that
removed Gov. Ryan from office, sentenced Patterson to thirty years in jail.
Prosecutors did not charge Patterson with selling drugs or guns, nor
possession of drugs and guns, but merely “conspiracy” to do so. Prosecutors
alleged Patterson intended to become involved in these activities.41

In September of 2007, Fred Hampton Jr. said that he and his fellow
POCC members heard that Chicago police shot two black youths. The
POCC decided to conduct a people’s investigation of it. They came upon
the police and got out of their cars to observe what was happening. The
police reportedly beat Hampton and other POCC members for “attempting
to disrupt the police investigation of an aggravated battery.” Hampton was
acquitted in mid-October of 2007.42
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I

Chapter Twenty-Six

CIA, MAPS & Heffter; 
 Embalming The Dead

n the new millennium, the New York Times, the Baltimore Sun and
other large circulation daily newspapers highlighted research on

psychedelics and ecstasy. Doctors at prestigious university medical schools
produced studies promoting positive aspects of these drugs. These studies
often mentioned an affiliated funding source research group—the
Multidisciplinary Association of Psychedelic Studies, Inc. (MAPS).

Founded in 1986, MAPS received early aid from MK-Ultra participants
such as Timothy Leary. The former CIA-contracted inventor of LSD, Albert
Hoffman, also donated to the funding of MAPS. The year before, the Food
and Drug Administration had classified ecstasy as a Schedule I drug. This
made ecstasy illegal as an addictive substance without clinical value.1

Rick Doblin founded MAPS. Doblin described his first acid trip, which
reportedly led him to say he had “been fortunate to be able to combine
psychedelics with the pursuit of the American dream.” The Reagan-Bush
administration’s IRS granted 501c3 tax-exempt charity status to Doblin’s
North Carolina-based MAPS. MAPS received large contributions from
billionaire George Soros, the multi-billionaire Pritzker family, and an
anonymous British foundation. In the new millennium, MAPS listed major
contributions from families and groups, including the Pritzker family, who
had a net worth in the tens of billions of dollars.2



Back in 1993, Rick Doblin had already received attention from the
Associated Press when they covered the 50th anniversary of LSD’s
discovery. A conference was held, and many of the LSD luminaries were
quoted there, including Timothy Leary. The relatively short article devoted
about two paragraphs to MAPS founder Doblin.3

MAPS’s start during the Reagan-Bush presidential administration
seemed no coincidence. In 1986, Vice President George H.W. Bush’s aide
Oliver North jump-started the Iran-Contra scandal, involving the CIA in
trafficking cocaine. Once former CIA Director Bush reached the
presidency, he appointed Dr. David Kessler as Food and Drug
Administration Commissioner. Harking back to the MK-Ultra days of
testing LSD in schools, Kessler approved university testing of psychedelics
again in 1990, just after his U.S. Senate confirmation.4

This approval marked the FDA’s first for psychedelic research in over
twenty years. Dr. Kessler remained FDA Commissioner for the next five
years, including three years under President Clinton. President Bush also
had Kessler fill the FDA with a like-minded research staff favorable to
psychedelics. In an interview, Rick Doblin said one of these leading doctors
in the FDA was Dr. John Harter, whose “vision was to train me to
understand how the FDA worked so that I could try to mobilize the
demoralized psychedelic community to submit protocols.”
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Doblin went on to describe the history of his work, which inadvertently
revealed his unusual power in the FDA, even after Kessler’s resignation
under President Clinton: “There was a short period after he resigned in
1995 during which lower level FDA officials made it difficult to move
forward with psychedelic and medical marijuana research. However, I filed
a complaint with the ombudsman and the policies established by ‘Pilot
Drug’ were reaffirmed in 1999 by FDA upper management.” Doblin further
said Clinton’s successor, President George W. Bush, also picked an “FDA
commissioner, Dr. Jane Henney, [who] is supportive of psychedelic
research.”5

From 2000 to 2011, MAPS articles showed up in newspapers worldwide.
With MAPS funding of Harvard and Johns Hopkins researchers, the idea of
LSD and ecstasy having health benefits spread. The New York Times,
Baltimore Sun and other newspapers helped spread MAPS propaganda,
further legitimizing the group.6

Studies Prove Ecstasy Dangerous in Any Amount

y 2007, the danger of ecstasy came out more broadly outside of
MAPS’s circles. Two British researchers, Keith Laws and Joy

Kokkalis of Hertfordshire University School of Psychology, led a meta-
study of 26 previous studies involving 600 ecstasy users. They found
ecstasy had a “medium to large effect on impairing short and long-term
memory.” The study also found the number of ecstasy tablets taken over a
lifetime didn’t have much effect on the results. Regarding memory
impairment, Professor Laws said, “Essentially it’s the same if you take only
a few, or an extremely large amount of tablets.”7

Health correspondent Jane Kirby, of the British newspaper, The
Independent, published her review of the study. Kirby added, “[Other]
studies have shown long-term or heavy ecstasy use can damage neurons in
the brain and cause depression, anxiety and difficulty sleeping.”8

A journal, The Psychologist, quoted a MAPS researcher, Dr. Ilsa Jerome,
critiquing British researcher Keith Laws’s meta-study. Jerome said the
studies Laws analyzed had methodological problems. Jerome said these
problems related to polydrug use, uncertain dosage, and drug purity.



Laws answered, saying the main polydrug use was cannabis and was
dealt with in their paper. He said cannabis use with ecstasy led to long-term
visual memory deficit, while ecstasy alone caused only verbal memory
problems. Laws also said purity and dosage amounts were not a problem in
analyzing the effects of street ecstasy on memory.9

But, similar to the evidence of U.S. intelligence’s media assets
promoting marijuana and LSD in the 1960s and ’70s, ecstasy promotion
gained renewed strength after 2000.10 MAPS researchers and staff also
understood the power of repetition and wider information dissemination. In
2011 another article quoted Harvard MAPS-funded researcher John
Halpern. In the journal Addiction, Halpern published a study that received
$1.8 million from the U.S. National Institute on Drug Abuse. An article in
The Guardian, a London newspaper, repeated Halpern’s dubious claims that
the other studies had “methodological drawbacks [that] bedeviled” them.

John Halpern continued churning out similar critiques. “Too many
studies,” he stated, “have been carried out on small populations while
overarching conclusions have been drawn from them.” Halpern further said
that different populations were compared in prior studies—ravers with non-
ravers. The Guardian stated as fact that, “All-night dancing … exposed
these individuals to sleep and fluid deprivation—factors that are themselves
known to produce long-lasting cognitive effects.”11 With a simple third
control group of non-rave participants, Halpern could have proved this
alleged methodological problem, but he never did so, and that is significant.

Halpern also said in 2011 that he used his almost $2 million for his study
to whittle down 1,500 potential participants to only 52 users and 59 non-
users. Thus, The Guardian, and surely other mainstream media, failed to
note that many other studies, with subjects ranging from 15 to 150, showed
long-term memory and psychological problems from ecstasy use. For
example, the Archives of General Psychiatry noted in 2007 how Thelma
Schilt and her colleagues compared 58 individuals before and after their
ecstasy use, to 60 individuals with the same age, sex and intelligence score,
but who did not use ecstasy in the same two year period. They found “that
low doses of ecstasy are associated with decreased verbal memory
function.” Another study followed 109 individuals who took a little more
than one ecstasy pill every other week for a year; they had similar declines
in their relational memory. A final study worth mentioning compared
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control groups of marijuana users and found that ecstasy caused its own
unique memory problems, with users of only ten ecstasy pills in a year.12

CIA MK-Ultra’s Fifty Years of Involvement

he strongest evidence of the CIA continuing MK-Ultra was revealed
in the November 2000 arrest of 55-year-old William Pickard, deputy

director of UCLA’s Drug Policy Research Program, for running one of the
nation’s largest LSD laboratories. Drug Enforcement Agents would also
eventually implicate Prof. John Halpern and another psychedelic think tank,
the Heffter Institute, which had worked on many projects with MAPS. The
DEA arrested Pickard at the laboratory site: a decommissioned missile silo.
DEA agents found enough raw materials there to make over fifteen million
hits of acid.

Comprehensive articles in Rolling Stone and the San Francisco
Chronicle cite evidence suggesting that Halpern, Pickard, and others were
involved in a continuing MK-Ultra operation. This operation had links to
the original MK-Ultra LSD laboratories and to universities involved in MK-
Ultra, top government officials, and LSD-promoting think tanks.

First, San Francisco Chronicle reporter Seth Rosenfeld described
William Pickard as meeting with top LSD chemist Tim Scully in 1974.
Scully had worked with former top acid trafficker August Owsley Stanley
III, as well as the Grateful Dead with the Acid Tests. Scully then worked
with William and Peggy Mellon Hitchcock’s family and ran the American
LSD laboratory for the world’s top LSD trafficker, U.S. intelligence agent
Ronald Stark. According to Rosenfeld, during their 1974 meeting, Pickard
handed Scully a U.S. Army Chemical Warfare Group pin, before giving him
thousands of dollars for his legal defense.

William Pickard grew up in a wealthy suburb of Atlanta. He developed
an early expertise in chemistry, but dropped out of Princeton and traveled to
the San Francisco Bay area in 1967. There he befriended Talitha Stills,
sister of Crosby, Stills and Nash singer Stephen Stills. She said Pickard had
a trust fund and didn’t work in the late 1960s. The Bureau of Narcotics
Enforcement said Pickard was working with the Brotherhood of Eternal
Love’s LSD laboratory.13



U.S. intelligence agent Ronald Stark based his American operation at
that laboratory. Rolling Stone reporter Peter Wilkinson said that in 1978,
police found Pickard’s fully functioning MDA laboratory, and Pickard
admitted he tried to sell some of the Brotherhood’s lab gear that had traces
of MDA (ecstasy/MDMA analogue) on it. In 1980, Pickard was arrested for
manufacturing amphetamines, and a few months later for manufacturing
MDA again.14

Prior to that, William Pickard had worked as a research manager at
University of California Berkeley from 1971 until 1974. The San Francisco
Chronicle stated that Pickard’s academic résumé contains a 20-year gap
from 1974 to 1994. Some records placed him at other universities, such as
MK-Ultra hot spot Stanford University in the San Francisco Bay area. The
Chronicle noted that when Tim Scully got out of the prison in the early
1980s, Pickard consulted with him on manufacturing LSD. It should be
remembered that the government isn’t monolithic, as every agency has
different factions, including honest DEA agents who will arrest chemists
such as Scully. It only appears that the most powerful factions are able to
keep the top acid traffickers, such as Ron Stark and William Mellon
Hitchcock, from receiving prison sentences.15

In the mid-1980s, Pickard took a course on “social drugs” with
Alexander Shulgin. Shulgin worked for Dow Chemical in the 1960s, where
he synthesized some of MK-Ultra’s newest super-hallucinogens, such as
DOM (street name: STP). He then gave samples to the CIA to experiment
with at Edgewood Arsenal in Maryland, who released its chemical makeup



to the public soon after.16 The New York Times called Shulgin “Dr. Ecstasy,”
and said he created over two hundred psychedelic compounds from 1960 to
2005. Shulgin further reportedly “advised” LSD manufacturer Owsley for
years, including hanging out with him at Grateful Dead shows.

By 1988, William Pickard’s neighbor had called police about odors
coming from a shop Pickard ran in a San Francisco Bay area industrial
park. DEA agents found two hundred thousand doses of LSD, including
blotter paper featuring Grateful Dead album covers. Pickard had “state-of-
the-art equipment, including a roto-evaporator, heating mantles and a pill
press, an item that DEA restrictions make almost impossible to obtain.”
Pickard served part of a five-year sentence. Officials later revealed Pickard
had been on their payroll as an “informant” for state and federal drug agents
at that time.17

By 1992, William Pickard was out of jail and attending monthly
meetings with Shulgin and other important figures, like Harvard public
policy professor Mark Kleinman. Pickard enrolled at Harvard, another MK-
Ultra hot spot, in Kleinman’s John F. Kennedy School of Government.
During that period, Pickard married Deb Harlow, who pioneered the use of
MDMA in therapy before it became illegal in 1985 (reminiscent of LSD
used to aid “therapy” before 1966). Pickard also wrote papers reviewed by
Robert Gelbard, then Assistant Secretary of State for International Matters
and Law Enforcement Affairs.18 Rick Doblin, director of the
Multidisciplinary Association of Psychedelic Studies, socialized with
Pickard in Cambridge, Massachusetts and Shulgin’s home in Northern
California.19

It’s surely not coincidental that Pickard started mass-manufacturing LSD
again in this mid-1990s time period. Pickard went to former MK-Ultra
subject Al Salvinelli’s home in New Mexico, where he met with Harvard
Medical School resident John Halpern, who conducted the ecstasy-
promoting studies for MAPS. They conferred regularly over the coming
months, and revisited in Salvinelli’s home before Halpern introduced
Pickard to Stefan Wathne, a Manhattan blue-blood socialite and trustee of
the American Ballet Theatre. The DEA helped attain an indictment on
Wathne for his laundering of millions of dollars for Pickard’s LSD
operation. San Francisco Chronicle reporter Seth Rosenfeld also said that
Pickard admitted giving Halpern $299,000 in cash in 1998, without
explaining why.20
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LSD Network a CIA MK-Ultra Drug War on Russia?

he San Francisco Chronicle learned Prof. John Halpern had told the
DEA that Pickard admitted he was working for the FBI, the DEA and

American spy agencies. An informant also claimed that Pickard had sent
close to a $100,000 in just one shipment of LSD profits to the Heffter
Research Institute. The Chronicle said that Heffter financed “federally
approved human experiments with psilocybin at the University of Arizona,
as well as studies at Harvard and universities in Switzerland and Russia.”21

Heffter’s funding of MK-Ultra programs against America’s cold war
enemy, Russia, may be particularly significant. Heffter also received money
from Laurence Rockefeller, the brother of David Rockefeller who was on
the National Security Council’s Operations Coordinating Board. David
Rockefeller informed President Eisenhower of all of the CIA’s covert
activities during MK-Ultra’s first decade. The Rockefeller Foundation also
went from funding Germany’s Nazi eugenics institutes to funding the CIA’s
MK-Ultra Human Ecology Fund.22 The San Francisco Chronicle said that
as of 2001, the Heffter Institute included “respected scientists at the
University of California and other schools. Halpern is a consultant; Shulgin
is an advisor.”23

Mark Kleinman left Harvard to head UCLA’s Drug Policy Analysis
Program, naming William Pickard assistant director. While there, Pickard
did research in Russia. A Harvard source said Pickard befriended law
enforcement in Russia, including the Federal Security Services, the
successor to the KGB. Kleinman had overseen Pickard’s research at
Harvard and UCLA. Pickard’s main focus at UCLA was the Future and
Emerging Drugs Study (FEDS), a proposal for an international group of
experts to monitor new drugs that could purportedly have novel positive
effects.24 Were spy agencies paying corrupt Russian FSB agents to aid their
attempt to popularize acid in Russia?

The final three years of this operation began in 1997. That year, William
Pickard began working with Gordon Skinner, who had telltale signs of
long-term work with U.S. intelligence. Skinner owned Porsches and a
missile silo in Kansas. Skinner’s history included getting caught selling
very large quantities of marijuana in 1989. While authorities usually use
smaller dealers to entrap larger dealers, in Skinner’s case they allowed him
to avoid much jail time by having him do the opposite. He sold thirty



pounds of weed to three people and turned them in. Skinner also beat an
involuntary manslaughter charge the following year. Similar to other cases,
this history suggests that U.S. intelligence at least turned Skinner into a paid
informant, if he wasn’t already an agent for them. Skinner also had a link to
the Grateful Dead, renting Jerry Garcia’s home in 1999.25

Furthermore, high-level military figures met with Skinner and Pickard.
Moise Seligman reported meeting with them in Las Vegas months before
Pickard’s arrest. Seligman, an Army Reserves Major General, had led the
122nd Army Reserves Command covering Arkansas, Louisiana, Texas,
Oklahoma and Mississippi during the Vietnam War. Seligman claimed he
came as a family friend to discuss an invention, but U.S. intelligence has
historically used Army Reserve units in Special Forces Group (Green
Beret) covert operations.26

In November 2000, as noted, some apparently non-complicit DEA
agents raided William Pickard’s laboratory. It was estimated that Pickard
produced a kilogram (ten million hits) of LSD every five weeks. While
some DEA officials may have aided Pickard’s operations, others authorized
the raid and arrest. Drug Enforcement Agents seized ninety pounds of
reagents for making LSD—the largest such seizure in DEA history.
Pickard’s co-conspiritors apparently allowed him to be the fall guy.

One of Pickard’s best customers reportedly sold a majority of his LSD to
dealers in Europe. Pickard had befriended members of the British House of
Lords, while also working with State Department officials and the district
attorney of San Francisco, Terrence Hallinan. While William Pickard ended
up getting jail time for this last operation, Professor Halpern, MAPS, the
Heffter Institute and others remained untarnished as they continued their
drug promotion work.27 Skinner set up Pickard and gained criminal
immunity despite admitting to high-level functions of laundering drug
money, securing LSD laboratory sites, and delivering thousands of LSD
doses.28

Honest law enforcement would later catch other military figures
involved in ecstasy trafficking. Within five years of Pickard’s arrest,
authorities would charge an Air National Guard captain and master sergeant
of importing 290,000 ecstasy pills worth $11.6 million from Germany to
New York on a military cargo plane. The New York Times reported that
federal agents said these two military officials had carried out at least three
earlier flights that moved drugs worth $10 million or more.29
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LSD Officially Weaponized. Is Burning Man an Acid Test?

n 1998, the United States Air Force published an influential report
outlining the use of LSD and other drugs as weapons. The author, Air

Force Major Mark R. Thomas, provided an extensive bibliography on how
these Non-Lethal Weapons have “been a material element of civilian law
enforcement for many years.” Two policy analysts also detailed non-lethal
weapons for combat use in the Air Force Academy’s Journal of Policy
Analysis and Management. They discussed the cooperation between the
Department of Defense and the Department of Justice on this tactic.

Air Force Major Thomas’s report, Non-Lethal Weaponry: A Framework
for Future Integration, summed up the American and global use of
nonlethal weapons. It said soldiers might oppose “lethal military force …
against [their fellow citizens].” So, “from Seattle to Philadelphia, from D.C.
to Prague and most recently Davos, Switzerland, ‘non-lethal confrontation’
has become second nature to U.S. fighting forces and those inspired and
trained by U.S. affiliates.” The non-lethal weapons listed in this report
included “club drugs” listed as “Disassociative hallucinogens: LSD and
Ketamine.” It also listed “Calmative Agents: Sedatives, Tranquilizers, and
Hypnotics.”30

Army intelligence and other parts of the U.S. military had previously
been involved in MK-Ultra’s use of LSD on Americans. Also, high-level
CIA MK-Ultra scientists reported their cross-country attendance of Acid
Test parties. That, along with other evidence, suggests they supported such
projects to promulgate LSD use. These evolved into the many thousand-
strong Human Be-Ins and other similar gatherings where MK-Ultra project
psychedelics appeared in abundance. Evidence suggests that U.S.
intelligence continued influencing such gatherings at raves and techno
parties, and possibly at new outdoor gatherings such as “Burning Man.”

The Burning Man event started as a gathering of artists with unknown
funding who got together and threw a party in the middle of a desert area
near Black Rock City, Nevada. It may be noteworthy that MK-Ultra also
included radiation experiments centered in Nevada in the 1950s, and the
first “psychedelic saloon” was started in Nevada in the 1960s.

The event got its name from the burning of a huge wooden sculpture of a
man as the culmination of the party. Art attracts some people to the event,
while others come for DJs playing techno music, and still others for



optional open nudity. People with unknown motives acting as grassroots
promoters of the event have been seen in disparate cities, such as Seattle,
New York and Barcelona, Spain, showing photographs with nude
participants and giving long descriptions while trying to lure strangers to
the annual event in Nevada.31

The New York Times Arts section and other mainstream media eventually
gave the Burning Man event huge publicity. Mini Burning Mans started
popping up in cities all over the country. Burning Man has elaborate
websites with videos and pictures and interviews. It has grown to attract
tens of thousands of people each year.

Evidence arose that some people at the main Burning Man event forced
involuntary doses of LSD on others. A woman who DJ’d at the event wrote
a blog titled, “Stay Out of Our Camp, Acid-Assault Hippie!” The DJ started
her blog extolling the good aspects of the event. The DJ said, “All in all it
was a very successful year and well worth all the hard work…. I could very
well say this was the best ‘burn’ we have had in at least ten years except for
one blight on our otherwise wonderful experience: acid assaults by
complete strangers.”

On a night she had been working, the blogger said one of the bartenders
complained he had been doped by a “hippie dude” who had slipped acid
into a sip of “special” bourbon he offered. “From that night on,” the blogger
continued, “we had to institute a policy that nobody could accept food or
drink from strangers unless they were willing to take a chance on being
dosed.”

“We were not alone in being targeted,” the blogger wrote. “The next
evening I was having dinner with friends from a neighboring camp, and was
informed that a medic for Burning Man had been dosed with acid via a
spray bottle while he was on shift.” After another campmate related a
similar story, the DJ went to a radio station and made an announcement
that, “some hippie or group of hippies were roaming Burning Man
assaulting people with LSD.”

The writer concluded with a message to the perpetrators, blaming them
for “fucking up other people’s Burning Man, and destroying the sense of
community that we ‘burners’ try to preserve.”32
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National and Global LSD Promotion Continues

t is well known that the Grateful Dead shows increased the availability
of LSD. One LSD dealer reported buying a supply directly from the

Grateful Dead band members.33 High-level MK-Ultra scientists like John
Gittinger attended the Grateful Dead’s earliest mid-1960s “Acid Test”
shows.34 Grateful Dead frontman Jerry Garcia’s longtime heroin addiction
may have also helped popularize that drug among its devoted following of
“Deadheads.”35

After Ken Kesey and the Merry Pranksters moved to Oregon, former
Marine Ken Babbs followed him there. His Prankster brother John Babbs
also moved nearby. Ken Babbs started a literary journal with Kesey. With a
grant from the Grateful Dead, Babbs also catalogued the Prankster bus trip
film and audiotape, taking it on the road to show to former and new fans.36

Timothy Leary commented that the Grateful Dead kept the acid tests
going for over twenty years thereafter. Leary seemed proud that the
Pranksters initiated thousands of people to LSD, and said, “By the way, I
never heard of any casualties from it. There were 3,000 people in one of
those warehouses with electric Kool-Aid, and I never heard of any casualty
rate.... Out of those Acid Tests we have a living, growing flower known as
the Grateful Dead. Several hundred thousand people go to see them each
year.”37 But studies show there were many acid casualties.

As previously noted, the Grateful Dead have had many links to the CIA’s
MK-Ultra and later MK-Ultra-type operations. MK-Ultra scientists attended
the Dead’s early Acid Tests, and the U.S. intelligence-collaborating
Oakland Hell’s Angels provided security at their shows. U.S. intelligence’s
top global trafficker, Ron Stark, also had the phone numbers for Grateful
Dead band members on him when he was arrested in Italy, and top 1990s
acid-trafficking collaborator Gordon Skinner rented Dead frontman Jerry
Garcia’s home.38

In 1995, Jerry Garcia died of heroin-related problems, which ended the
Dead’s relentless touring. There was a major drop in LSD use the first year
without the Grateful Dead tours. Slate magazine writer Ryan Grim wrote,
“For thirty years, Dead tours were essential in keeping many LSD users and
dealers connected, a correlation confirmed by the DEA in a divisional field
assessment from the mid-1990s. The spring following Garcia’s death (the



season the MTF [Monitoring the Future] surveys are administered), annual
LSD use among 12th-graders peaked at 8.8 percent and began to slide.”39

Radio station owners and producers kept the Grateful Dead extremely
popular by continuing to play their music on stations nationwide. By 2011,
over a hundred stations around the country had “Grateful Dead Hour” as
part of their weekly radio schedule. Some radio stations of the left-leaning
Pacifica radio network devote two to three hours a week to the Grateful
Dead.40 No other band has ever attained a fraction of that much airtime on
radio stations nationwide.

Many former Deadheads became devoted to Phish in the mid-1990s.
Slate’s Ryan Grim noted, “Phish picked up part of the Dead’s fan base—
and presumably vestiges of the LSD delivery system. At the end of 2000,
Phish stopped touring for several years, and perhaps not coincidentally, the
MTF numbers for LSD began to plummet.”41 At an end of 2013 New Years
Eve, Phish held several nights of concerts at Madison Square Garden. A 52-
year-old dealer was arrested with 424 capsules of MDMA, 71 strips of LSD
and 14 bags of mushrooms. He was one of 228 arrested or receiving
summons, mostly for drugs, at the three straight nights of Phish shows.42

Groups continued to promote LSD, along with ecstasy, nationally and
globally. By 2009, the two key MK-Ultra-linked research groups, the
Multidisciplinary Association for Psychedelic Studies (MAPS) and the
Hefter Institute, gained increasing mainstream news acceptance in
legitimizing LSD and ecstasy, leading to an increase in use by
impressionable youth.43 In 2012-13 alone, MAPS financial pages detail the
funding of at least nine conferences on psychedelics, three LSD studies and
twenty-three MDMA studies around the world. They earmarked $5 million
for just one of these ecstasy studies.44

As of early 2014, a Burning Man website boasted of regional chapters
and events on six continents. The website listed forty-six articles featuring
Burning Man in 2013 alone, from sources such as CNN, NBC, ABC, the
Huffington Post and the Moscow Times. The website influences press
coverage, with a very sophisticated and extensive guide for media coverage
of Burning Man. While Burning Man has maintained itself as a grassroots
phenomenon, and some are likely sincere about their involvement, the vast
financial resources apparent from its website suggests its use of public
relations “astroturf”: faking a grassroots phenomenon.45
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Chapter Twenty-Seven

International Drug Wars; 
 Occupy Wall Street

t’s worth repeating that two of the longest running wars of the last
hundred years, Vietnam and Afghanistan, had the same major

commonality—both involved vast drug crops. Afghanistan, in central Asia,
has the largest expanse of poppy fields for heroin-making opium crops. As
part of the “Golden Crescent,” the Afghanistan region would end up
producing more opium than the Southeast Asian “Golden Triangle” area
around Vietnam, at the other end of the same mountain range, after the U.S.
took over many of Afghanistan’s opium fields. Another area of conflict,
Colombia, a South American country to which the U.S. increased its
military aid by billions of dollars in the late 1990s, had some of the largest
cocaine-making coca crops in the world. Colombia offers a prime example
of the numerous covert operations that have continued in Latin American
for over six decades.

Plan Colombia: Control of Coca Crops

n 1991, President George H.W. Bush launched the “Andean Initiative”
for drug eradication in Central and South American countries. These

countries mostly produced coca crops from which cocaine is produced,
while they also had a small amount of opium-producing poppy plants. U.S
statistics showed that by 1999, Colombia’s cultivation of coca actually
tripled, rising from 3.8 to 12.3 thousand hectares, and the cultivation of
opium increased from .13 thousand hectares to .75 thousand hectares.1 As
previously discussed, the illicit drug sales, both locally and globally,
artificially prop up stock markets.



The Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC) started in 1964 as
a military wing of the Colombia Communist Party, after the military of
Colombia’s Conservative Party government attacked the Communist Party
members in their rural enclaves. Following decades of fighting between
FARC and government forces, in the late 1990s Colombian president
Andres Pastrana granted FARC over 15,000 square miles of land as a peace
settlement.2

While the CIA and other U.S. governmental groups had supported
cocaine trafficking in Latin America for decades, President Bill Clinton’s
administration significantly increased its support of this top cocaine-
exporting country. In 1998, the Clinton administration announced its Plan
Colombia would give $7.5 billion in economic, military and social aid to the
country. The European Union was supposed to collaborate in this program,
but pulled back and criticized its military emphasis, when thirty-seven



Colombian human rights groups and non-governmental organizations signed
a statement rejecting the plan. Professor Peter Dale Scott said, “Plan
Colombia was, like so many aid programs in the past, 90 percent military.”3

The Clinton administration claimed most of the money went to
combating drug trafficking. Scott detailed how this explanation was a farce.
He said the Colombian military and their paramilitary allies “have been
directly involved in drug trafficking, as opposed to FARC guerillas who
until recently merely taxed the trade. In November, 1998, for example, a
Colombian Air Force plane landed at Fort Lauderdale … with … sixteen
hundred pounds of cocaine.”4

Plan Colombia appeared to be a hugely escalated war against FARC and
the other largest Colombian Marxist rebel groups, such as the National
Liberation Army (ELN). Carlos Castana headed the top Colombian
paramilitary group aiding the Colombian government, the United Self-
Defense Forces of Colombia (AUC). He stated his group was financed 70%
through drug trafficking. Newsweek and the San Francisco Chronicle
reported the Colombian government’s own intelligence agency estimate in
2001 that the responsibility for drug trafficking fell 40% to right-wing
paramilitary groups and only 2.5% to FARC. Yet, Plan Colombia focused
primarily on the FARC-controlled regions and not the areas controlled by
the AUC and the other top right-wing paramilitary drug-trafficking groups.5

By the end of 2013, Dana Priest reported in the Washington Post that the
CIA and the National Security Agency helped the Colombian military kill at
least two-dozen FARC and ELN leaders. In that article, Priest confirmed this
through interviews of thirty former and current Colombian and American
officials. Priest further reported that Clinton’s Plan Colombia package had
increased to $9 billion, but that the aid given by the CIA is an additional
“secret assistance, which also includes substantial eavesdropping help from
the National Security Agency, [that] is funded through a multibillion-dollar
black budget.” The additional CIA and NSA aid was started under President
Bush in 2000 and continued under President Obama.6

Afghanistan Invaded for Access to Drugs & Oil

n September 11, 2001, planes hit the World Trade Center in New York City,
one side of the Pentagon in Washington D.C. experienced destruction, and



O an airplane went down in Pennsylvania. President George W. Bush’s
administration quickly blamed Osama Bin Laden and Al-Qaeda. Bush

just as quickly blamed the Taliban of Afghanistan for harboring Bin Laden,
and started a war there on October 7, 2001.7

Professor Peter Dale Scott and others have unearthed evidence that the
Bush administration’s real reason for invading Afghanistan was access to its
poppy fields and its proximity to oil resources. Scott quoted a Foreign
Military Studies Office of Fort Leavenworth article published three months
before the World Trade Center destruction. The article discussed the large
inland sea to the west of Afghanistan, through which oil companies
proposed a key pipeline: “The Caspian Sea appears to be sitting on yet
another sea—a sea of hydrocarbon.” Scott added that those oil reserves
played an important part in America’s strategic concerns and military plans.
America’s ruling oligarchy apparently identified several key reasons for
invading Afghanistan, with the top two being drugs and oil.8

The U.S. had also identified vast mineral resources, including copper,
cobalt, gold and, perhaps most importantly, critical industrial metals like
lithium. The Pentagon stated that lithium deposits they found could lead the
country to equal or surpass the world-leading supply found in Bolivia,
recently led by the anti-corporate Evo Morales. Lithium is increasingly used
in batteries of all kinds, from household to auto and airplane, and in various
types of electronic equipment.9 Additionally, a number of sources, such as
Minot University’s Rural Methamphetamine Education Project, offer an
interesting side note regarding lithium’s use in underground
methamphetamine labs: “Lithium metal is a key element in the clandestine
production of methamphetamine. Lithium is used as a reducing agent during
the chemical process.”10

Before September 11, 2001, a major change took place in Afghanistan
that affected the world’s opium trade. The Taliban controlled most of the
country at that time, and by 1999 they were profiting the most, in supplying
nearly 5,000 tons of heroin annually, or 70-75% of the world’s heroin. In
July of 2000, as confirmed by a United Nations report printed in the
Washington Post, the Taliban supreme leader, Mullah Mohammad Omar,
imposed a ban on opium production in Afghanistan. The New York Times
also printed a 2001 headline: “Taliban’s Ban on Poppy a Success, U.S.
Aides Say.” That ban “resulted in 70% of the world’s illicit opium



production [4,600 tons] being virtually wiped out at a stroke” that year. The
Taliban reportedly did this for religious reasons.11

The Northern Alliance, also known as the United Front for the Salvation
of Afghanistan, had formed in 1996 as an opposition group to the Taliban.
The CIA backed them as they tried to counter the opium ban in Afghanistan
in 2000. The Northern Alliance increased its own opium production and
trafficking. The London Observer wrote: “During the ban the only source of
poppy production was territory held by the Northern Alliance. It tripled its
production … for 83% of the total Afghan production of 185 tons of opium
during the ban.”12

Given the timing of the Afghanistan invasion, the Bush administration
might have invaded to regain control over the opium-producing poppy
fields. Besides illicit opium and heroin, opiates are used in various
medicines.13

The Northern Alliance’s drastically low production went on for only
fifteen months, before the U.S. and other Western countries invaded on
October 2, 2001. After the Afghanistan invasion, the U.S, and British forces
put Hamid Karzai in power. Karzai had represented the Northern
Alliance/United Front. In early October 2008, the New York Times published
evidence suggesting that Hamid’s brother, Ahmed Wali Karzai, protected
caches of heroin found by lower-level Afghan authorities. The article



O

claimed solid evidence of Ahmed Karzai’s drug trafficking, and noted that
even the “White House believes Ahmed Wali Karzai is involved in drug
trafficking,” though they only talked about him being a political liability.14

Several weeks later, the New York Times printed another article stating
that Ahmed Karzai had been on the CIA’s payroll for the prior eight years.15

BBC News reported that by 2007, the 8,000-plus tons of Afghan opium
production almost doubled any previous production.16

The head of the United Nations Drugs and Crime office noted that during
the bank crisis of 2008 and 2009, a number of “inter-bank loans were
funded by money that originated from the drugs trade ... some banks were
rescued that way.”17 The International Monetary Fund stated, “The amount
of money laundering occurring on a yearly basis could range between …
$600 billion and $1.5 trillion.” U.S. lawmakers believe that “half is being
laundered through U.S. banks.” A majority of this money revolved around
the drug trade.18

U.S. Intelligence Uses Drugs in Targeting Occupiers

n September 17, 2011, the first “Occupy” protest took place in
Zucotti Park in New York City’s Wall Street financial district. A

Canadian activist group, Adbusters, initiated the protest. People gathered
there to protest the corrupt influence of banks and corporations on the U.S.
government, as well as the general economic inequalities in the U.S. The
Bush and Obama administrations’ bailout in giving over $700 billion to the
top bank owners instead of to struggling Americans was just one example of
their grievances. Their popular chant, “We are the 99%,” suggested that 1%
or less of the wealthiest Americans controlled the rest of people’s lives in
negative ways.19

Some people filmed the protest and the police brutality that occurred
there, and posted the videos on YouTube. Those videos became popular and
inspired many around the country to duplicate the Occupy Wall Street
protests. They also offered inspiration to activists in other Western countries
experiencing austerity measures imposed by U.S-linked global banks such
as the International Monetary Fund. The term “austerity” acted as code for
making most citizens work more hours for less money. Austerity measures

http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/drugs-trade


sought to erode pollution laws, undermine national health care systems, and
cut retirement pensions. They made life harder for the majority of people,
while benefiting multinational corporations.20

When the Occupy Wall Street movement began, many prominent
economists agreed with their stance of opposing the massive bank
“bailouts.” For example, Nobel Prize-winning economist Joseph Stiglitz was
highly critical of $700 billion of taxpayer money used to bail out the banks.
Stiglitz said little of this money actually went to helping out the average
American.21

The Occupy movement reached many American cities and inspired
camping out in public places in solidarity with the Wall Street protesters.
Police used various means to counter and repress the protests. In Oakland,
police attacked protesters with tear gas, clubs, and explosive flashbombs,
forcing them out of their encampment.22

Media groups such as London’s Guardian reported that U.S. intelligence
began infiltrating Occupy Wall Street in New York City with undercover
agents, whom the reports named. An undercover Army agent had previously
infiltrated the Students for a Democratic Society, restarted in 2006, and
framed some of them around 2009. The Partnership for Civil Justice
obtained FBI files in 2012 and released documents describing how U.S.
intelligence actually worked with the banks against Occupy Wall Street. For
example, an FBI document dated November 3, 2011 showed how the FBI
worked with the Joint Terrorist Task Force on targeting Occupy groups
around the country. The FBI also formed “working groups” with both
Homeland Security and bank representatives in this targeting. The FBI files
further revealed that they had uncovered a plan to attack Occupy leaders in
Houston with sniper fire, “if deemed necessary.” What might make such
action “necessary” in Texas was not detailed.23

In Minneapolis, police were caught using drugs to target Occupy
activists. A team of videographer activists filmed police officers going to an
Occupy encampment and offering activists free food and money to take part
in a drug study. The officers escorted the Occupy activists to their car
parked around the block. The Occupiers who went with the police said the
police took them to a giant indoor warehouse, where they saw many other
participants talking with police.



When the Occupy activists got back from the study hours later, the
videographers interviewed some of them. They said police officers gave
them a bag of marijuana and a pipe with which to smoke it. They smoked
for about an hour. One said that once he was high, police asked him a lot of
questions about himself and the other Occupy activists. They also
independently described a mass of both state and county police in the giant
warehouse to which the police took them.

One Occupy activist who got stoned that way said, “People were
smoking K2 and Spice, that synthetic [marijuana]. People were drinking and
smoking.” All activists agreed that police coerced them into using the drugs
by buying them lunch and giving them free cigarettes, and even offering to
pay the activist participants back for any kind of drugs they bought off the
street. Police also asked other participants many questions about the Occupy
movement, and offered drugs in exchange for participants’ spying on the
Occupy movement. Asking them questions about Occupy when stoned is
reminiscent of early U.S. intelligence use of a potent marijuana extract as a
“truth drug” for interrogations.24

Minnesota authorities eventually decided to close down the unit
conducting these activities, run by the State Patrol. An article said they
made the decision after the Minnesota Public Safety Commissioner issued a
press release stating that a police officer involved in the program reported
the police unit’s drug exchange activities to the Minnesota State Patrol. But



the incidents and film created by Minneapolis activist groups spawned many
more investigative disclosures.25

The disclosures revealed the length and international scope of the
program. A local mainstream Minneapolis news organization revealed that
the police officers offering drugs to Occupy activists were part of a unit
involved in the Drug Recognition program, started in 1991. A CBS News
affiliate report said the Drug Recognition program involved police from
around the state. It quoted a member of the Minnesota State Patrol, who
said, “190 officers at 85 Minnesota agencies are Drug Recognition-trained
officers at their departments.”26

The Minneapolis daily newspaper, the Star Tribune, came out with an
investigative article about police drugging Occupy participants, revealing
that state police departments nationwide had been conducting these same
types of programs. The Star Tribune discussed the debate in Maryland
courts about the Drug Recognition program in that east coast state.27 The
Drug Recognition program began as part of the Drug Evaluation and
Classification (DRE) program, which started in the early 1970s in
California. It expanded to forty-nine states, Canada and other countries,
according to its own website. The International Drug Evaluation and
Classification Program office is in Alexandria, Virginia, a Washington D.C.
suburb.28 The Star Tribune article cited Earl Sweeney as the chair of the
local DRE’s oversight panel. He also was a member of the International
Association of Chiefs of Police.29

The participant descriptions of massive police involvement in the
Minnesota DRE program are suggestive of a new national MK-Ultra type
program that uses various forms of regular and synthetic marijuana. Many
people have suffered days, if not weeks or more, of psychosis after smoking
“synthetic marijuana,” sold in convenience stores under the names Spice or
K2.30 The Drug Recognition program started around the time the CIA’s
MK-Ultra and FBI’s Counterintelligence Program were shut down. While
this evidence calls for more investigation, the Occupy videographer activists
also underscored their belief that this was a new version of MK-Ultra with
the name of their film: MK Occupy Minnesota.31

Most Top Banks Launder Drug Money?



M any news sources, including Forbes magazine, Reuters, the Wall
Street Journal and Bloomberg News, covered President Obama’s

administration fining of Wachovia, America’s fourth largest bank, and
HSBC, Europe’s largest bank, for allowing money laundering. Bloomberg
News reported that HSBC failed to monitor more than $670 billion in wire
transfers and $9.7 billion in purchases of U.S. currency, “allowing money
laundering, prosecutors said.” The Wall Street Journal reported prosecutors
saying in 2010 that Wachovia (acquired by Wells Fargo in 2008), “processed
$420 billion without using proper money laundering detection.” U.S.
investigators found that some of this money was used to buy planes caught
trafficking vast amounts of cocaine, while other money was from laundered
drug proceeds.32 This money laundering allowed for money made from drug
sales to be counted as legitimately made profits.

In the Mexican journal La Jornado, Binghamton University Sociology
Professor James Petras detailed how a majority of the largest American
banks participated in these activities: “There is a consensus among U.S.
Congressional investigators, former bankers and international banking
experts, that U.S. and European banks launder between $500 billion and $1
trillion of dirty money each year.” Petras cited U.S. Senator Carl Levin, who
summarized that “half of that money comes to the United States.”33

In a 2001 report, Correspondent Banking: A Gateway for Money
Laundering, Senator Levin of Michigan, the Ranking Democrat on the U.S.
Senate Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations, released the results of a
yearlong investigation on how foreign banks use U.S. banks to launder
money. The report additionally implicated Bank of America, Bank of New
York, Barnett Bank, Chase Manhattan Bank (now J.P. Morgan Chase),



Citibank, First Union National Bank, Harris Bank International, Popular
Bank of Florida, Security Bank N.A, and Toronto Dominion Bank (New
York branch) in money launderering.34

Professor Petras detailed an even larger scope of money laundering by
American and European banks. Petras wrote, “Every major bank in the U.S.
has served as an active financial partner of the murderous drug cartels—
including … JP Morgan, as well as overseas banks operating out of New
York, Miami and Los Angeles, as well as London.” The Los Angeles Times
noted that the European banks involved in this money laundering included
Credit Suisse, Barclays, Lloyds and ING.35

Julius Pierpont “J.P.” Morgan was a descendant of the Pierpont family
intermarried with the Russells, the top opium-trafficking Americans who
started Yale’s Skull and Bones secret society. By 2013, Bloomberg News
reported that JP Morgan Chase & Co. was the largest bank in the world.36

The amount of HSBC’s settlement with the Obama administration for
money laundering was record-breaking in 2013. At that time, HSBC was the
world’s third largest bank and sixth largest public company. It’s interesting
to note the chronology of HSBC’s start. In 1842, the British gained control
of Hong Kong from China after the first Opium War, before another Opium
War in 1860 forced China’s legalization of opium trading. A Scottish Lord
founded the Hongkong and Shanghai Banking Corporation (HSBC) in the
British colony of Hong Kong in 1865.37 HSBC appeared to be founded on
opium profits, and it seems the bank never completely abandoned the
advantages that could be maintained from links to opium and its derivatives.
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Publisher’s Afterword

There and Back Again

Excite the membrane, when the sense has cooled,
 With pungent sauces, multiply variety

 In a wilderness of mirrors. What will the spider do
 Suspend its operations, will the weevil delay?

– T. S. Eliot, Gerontion

ost of my understanding of history has come from books, films,
electronic media and other ephemera. A small amount has been

derived from personal experience: first-person witness or firsthand
knowledge. There are many items of history in Drugs as Weapons Against
Us where my awareness comes solely from what I have read, seen or heard
through media. But there are some things within the book of which I have
direct knowledge and/or experience. I do not discount our author’s main
thesis, just that there may be nuances that one might see and experience that
don’t translate well into the history books.

It is not our role as a publisher to “deep” edit an author’s work, to make
his book conform to our beliefs and understandings. We can cajole a bit,
make suggestions and do our diligence, but since much of “history” is open
to interpretation and we are all peering backwards through the mists of
time, sometimes all we can do is to try to help craft, hopefully, an honest
discussion about difficult and vital subjects. Our First Amendment is not a
guarantor of truth, and gives us a right to be wrong. But, at least, it allows
us the opportunity to try.

***

“They are trying to opiate your whole generation.”
I’ll never forget those words. My father and I were having a mild

argument in the driveway beside the family home in the late ’60s. It was the
first time I had ever heard the word opiate. I knew what it meant, but did
not truly understand what he was talking about.

“How come all you kids are doing this: growing hair, wearing wild
clothes, shouting slogans, doing dope … all at the same time. What’s up?”



“Dad, I am not worried about heroin,” I said. “I don’t like needles, the
nurse had to chase me all around; just to get a tetanus shot. I just smoke
some pot, I don’t even see any of that stuff.”

“Still, all you are doing is making money for them!” He spat out the last
word with such vituperation that the whole scene has never left me. The
impression was most definite, my father felt a deep disgusting contempt for
whoever “they” were.

It is my recollection (there was a lot going on) that this conversation
occurred before Dad had a more serious chat with me on the day before my
twentieth birthday.

“The Vietnam War is about drugs,” he began. “There are these secret
societies behind it.”

Then he said, “And Communism is all a sham, these same secret
societies are behind it all. It is all just a big game.”

I was floored…. Well, actually I was sitting on a chair in a small
bedroom downstairs, with Dad and a friend of his, Dr. D.F. Flemming, a
professor from Vanderbilt University. I thought my father was nuts; I was
young and knew way more about drugs than he did. At the time, I was
married with a baby daughter, was a partner in a record store and was
producing rock & roll shows. It was 1969, things were happening and the
boomer generation was creating a counterculture – we were going to change
the world.

A light bulb came on in my head, “Oh, Dad is having the ‘drug talk’
with me.” So, I proceeded to sit up straight, preparing to say, “Yes, sir,” and
such. But my dad didn’t say a word about marijuana. He told me about his
twenty years or so working with American intelligence.

Dad had first become involved in 1936 as an eighteen-year-old exchange
student to China. Then after graduating from college he went to work in
Washington DC and abroad, serving with OSS, G-2 and the CIA. He told
me he had left the Agency, in stages, in the late ’50s, because he didn’t like
what was going on. He could talk now because his non-disclosure
agreement time limit was up.

I was told, “They are playing out a lose scenario in Vietnam.” Soon the
professor and my dad were schooling me about propaganda and
psychological warfare, but it became readily apparent that I had no idea
what they were talking about. I had no frame of reference, and the
conversation quickly ended, leaving me dazed and confused.



My father’s intelligence career had never been mentioned before. It just
wasn’t talked about. I knew he had been in the CIA, but that had been
gleaned from conversations with older siblings. It had never, until then,
been spoken about to me by either parent. I was stunned and bewildered,
but shrugged it off and went on with my life.

That discussion engendered a quest to understand what had been said,
and I started to research a subject I call “CIA-Drugs.” Early in the ’70s, I
mentioned to a friend of mine some of my research on what my father had
said, and he looked at me and told me I was a conspiracy theorist. I
scratched my head and wondered, “What the heck is a conspiracy theorist?”
I decided to take on “conspiracy theory” as an intellectual discipline for
study, and soon found myself in every bookstore I could find, asking to be
led to their conspiracy section. I have always been a voracious reader, and
before long found myself with more than enough to read, with stacks in
every corner.

Each store at least had one book. I found differing books that would
“blame it all” on the Jews, or the Catholics, or the Mormons, or the Masons,
or the Communists, or the Illuminati, or the secular humanists, or the
hippies, or the homosexuals, or the trade unions, etc. Or various
combinations of these, and on and on. It soon became apparent to me that a
conspiracy theory did not have to be true to have an effect. Matter-of-fact,
some of these books seemed to be rhetorically designed to use ignorance,
prejudices and disrespect to create division, hatred and social strife.

One method of research I employed was to read a book, look at the
bibliography, and then get those books, etc. Before long, I found myself
turning away from sketchy screeds and toward reading dusty tomes about
banking, intelligence, politics, economics, war, the drug trade and such.
Finding good information about secret societies was the most difficult.

I finally came across Antony Sutton’s 1986 work, America’s Secret
Establishment: An Introduction to the Order of Skull and Bones, in late
1988. It had been almost twenty years since that weighty chat with my
father, and I was finally beginning to understand some of what he had been
talking about. It had been so hard to accept any type of co-operation
between the U.S. and our enemy, the U.S.S.R. After all, I had been stuffed
under my school desk as a young student because the Ruskies were going to
bomb us to smithereens. (As if the desk was going to shield us!) That part
of my father’s talk had simply never computed for me.



But by then Dad had been ill with Parkinson’s disease for years, was
heavily medicated, and soon passed away in early 1990 from pancreatic
cancer. I never got to ask him the many questions I had.

***

Later, when I had the opportunity, I did ask some questions.
In the late ’60s I had married, left college, started a record store, and

along with many of my generation, became a “hippie” and joined the
counter-culture.

I was highly involved with producing music festivals, concerts and
dances, including three Grateful Dead shows (one was written up in Rolling
Stone), and attended many more. The first time I had seen the Dead was in
1967 at the Monterey Pop Music Festival as a seventeen-year old.

And I write songs, and perform at clubs and festivals. So I have some
“experience” (as Mr. Hendrix once said), and have been studying the
subject of intelligence agencies, black-market drugs and social dynamics
for over forty years.

I personally knew and know some of the people mentioned in this book,
not intimately, but socially, and encouraged our author to talk with those
still with us, so as to elicit a truer understanding of those tumultuous times.
He was able to speak with some and made changes in his interpretations,
but not all would answer his calls or emails. Our author was left with
unanswered questions and a less than complete record. And as stated
before, there is a difference between researching history and actually being
there.

***

One day in the mid-’90s, I took an opportunity and directly asked Ken
Kesey about what I had read years before in a conspiracy screed: claims
that Kesey and Jerry Garcia, guitar player for the Grateful Dead, were FBI
agents.

Kesey laughed, “Naw.”
I too snorted out a laugh.
He then said, “Hijack. I hijacked it.”
He told me about how, because of his high-school and college wrestling

career, he had learned to count his pulse at various parts of his body. When



he was given LSD by the doctors, one of their questions was: “How long is
a minute?” Kesey would slyly press some point on his body, count his pulse
and tell them when a minute was up. The doctors were amazed and kept
giving him higher and higher doses, really “tripping him out.” He said he
then decided to share it with his friends, and “hijacked” some to take home.
The rest, as they say, is history …

***

Well, there seem to be several differing viewpoints of that history: from
one extreme view of absolute control to the other where everything was
merely happenstance – simply evolution. As with many questions of
history, the truth of the matter, I believe, is found somewhere in the middle.

A friend of mine who went through the similar generational and cultural
dynamics in the ’60s, but in the Washington DC area, noted, “LSD does not
grow on trees…. My high-school crowd had 100 sources, but somehow ran
across Hawaiian woodrose and morning glory seeds. And DMT was
recommended as ‘de-militarizing tea.’ Coincidence? After a while … I
learned … [about] the early managed experiment stage [of LSD], where
there would be a sober psychiatrist guiding the group. We were not guided
in that sense, but government agents were all around the edges.”

From my perspective, we are dealing with a “wilderness of mirrors,” a
term added to our lexicon by James Jesus Angleton, the CIA’s paranoid
Chief of Counterintelligence from 1954 to 1974. He appropriated the phrase
from T. S. Eliot’s poem, Gerontion. As a former special assistant to the
Deputy Director of the CIA, Victor Marchetti, noted about Angelton in The
CIA and the Cult of Intelligence: “He wrote that the ‘wilderness’ consists of
the myriad stratagems, deceptions and all the other devices of
disinformation … used to confuse and split … producing an ever-fluid
landscape where fact and illusion merge.”

In other words, unraveling history can be a minefield of both witting and
unwitting mis- and dis-information all roiled together with what actually
happened, making it very hard to have an accurate understanding of what
truly went down. And as any investigator knows, people experience the
same events differently. And then you are also dealing with memories,
agendas, and many unknowns that may color understandings.



Before things get black and white there is a gray area where only the
actual participants may be aware of the reasons for their actions. And within
the intelligence milieu comes compartmentalization, extraordinary funding
and massive dissembling. So these participants themselves may not even
have an accurate understanding, especially the farther they get away from
“official” agents, and into the netherworld of undercover agents/assets, who
many times may have no idea for whom they are working, what they are
doing, or even that they are actually carrying water for somebody. Plus,
generally, there are others throwing mud (lies and misdirection) around to
cover tracks, and a clean-up crew following behind. A situation ripe for
hijacking.

***

You see, the boomer generation was not supposed to cohere. We were
being conditioned to be a peaced-out/drugged-out generation. But
something happened and ultimately we did cohere, as “hippies” smoking a
joint around a circle (with a little LSD thrown in). Sinister forces had been
trying to establish the boomers as an anti-thesis to our parent’s “war”
generation. It was a secret-society/intelligence protocoled psychological
warfare operation designed to create a problem, which then allowed “them”
to deploy pre-constructed solutions: the War on Drugs, a polarizing divisive
culture war, the shredding of our Constitution and the continued
diminishment of our liberties. The social dynamics of what actually
happened in a nutshell: the “monster” that the “evil” scientists hoped to
create turned on its “master,” and has been running pell-mell towards
freedom ever since.

The boomers hijacked the “op,” became hippies, and along the way
helped foster the personal computer and the Internet, which are the tools we
as a society are using to combat the corruption in which we are enmeshed.

***

Thomas Jefferson wrote to John Norvell in 1807, “The real extent of this
state of misinformation is known only to those who are in situations to
confront facts within their knowledge with the lies of the day.”

And not only had Dad told me some outrageous things, but I began to
notice on my own during the late ’60s that everything wasn’t “organic.” I



remember reading contemporary books that I felt to have an air of falseness,
trying to manufacture my beliefs about what was happening. And once I
began to research Skull & Bones, intelligence operations and psychological
warfare, understanding how the world really works got easier

Consider the fact that I, as a teen in the ’60s, in a small town, learned all
about the “drugs,” and such, from my parent’s weekly Life magazine. I was
exposed to what was “happening”: LSD, mushrooms, and marijuana,
including one issue that taught me how to clean the weed with a shoe-box
lid, roll a joint and smoke it. I and many others were off and running …

Life magazine was started by Henry Luce, a member of the Order of
Skull & Bones at Yale. There were many other Bonesmen also working at
Time-Life. The Order’s families have been involved in, among other things,
the illicit opium market since the secret society’s founding in 1832. Theirs
was the largest concern in the U.S., the third largest in the world. As
detailed herein by John Potash, opium was and is big business and spawns
huge revenue. Australian Professor Carl Trocki put it eloquently: “Opium
created pools of capital and fed the institutions that accumulated it: the
banking and financial systems, the insurance systems and the transportation
and information infrastructures…. Drug trades destabilized existing
societies … they have the power to undercut the existing political economy
of any state. They have created new forms of capital; and they have
redistributed wealth in radically new ways.”

Drugs, hmm. Hippies had been well schooled. And one particular event
appears to have happened multiple times, in many places: all of a sudden all
the pot would vanish, but plenty of speed, cocaine and heroin would be
available. And the purity of the “white dope” would be up, and the cost of it
would go down.

All this while marijuana was becoming more expensive, going from a
nominal $10 an ounce, to $35, to $70. This encouraged folks to begin to
grow cannabis in earnest for themselves and for sale. A new “business” was
created and hippies began to take the marijuana trade away from the control
of nefarious smugglers in the shadows … releasing a genie from his lamp.

We colored out of the lines, didn’t follow instructions, and instead of
getting lost in the opiated haze, we never went all the way to the syringe or
sniffing-straw, but stopped at the Zig-Zags.

There had been a disturbance in our four-generational cycle before.
According to the book, Generations: A History of America’s Future, 1584



to 2069, during the mid-nineteenth century Civil War Cycle, the “Civic”
cohorts didn’t cohere. Some joined the generation before, some the one
after, others just went out in the woods and did weird stuff. I believe the
main causes of the non-cohesion were war, a presidential assassination and
opium. It appears a similar scenario was scripted for my generation in the
late twentieth century.

The proper cycling of generations helps propel us forward, with the
interactions among four cohort groups, Idealist, Reactive, Civic and
Adaptive, forming a “constellation” that navigates through the eras and
phases of life. When one of the generations of the constellation doesn’t
cohere, it makes all social, economic and political units more susceptible to
corrupting covert machinations, leaving our “history” easier to manipulate.

The loss of the Civic cohort group during the Civil War Cycle resulted in
fundamental changes in our Republic and its democratic institutions.

Primarily, in 1886 the United States Supreme Court in the case of Santa
Clara County v. Southern Pacific Railroad Company, Supreme Court
Justice Morrison R. Waite calmly proclaimed at the start of the case that:

The court does not wish to hear argument on the question whether the
provision in the Fourteenth Amendment to the Constitution, which forbids a
State to deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the
laws, applies to these corporations. We are all of opinion that it does.

This two-sentence pronouncement by a single judge gave corporations
the status of persons under the law, preparing the way for the rise of global
corporate rule – changing the course of history.

Judge Waite was a member of the Order of Skull & Bones.
Then, through yellow journalism and a false-flag event (“Remember the

Maine”), our country was misled into the Spanish-American War, and
became an empire. And coincidently (fortunate for some), opium was made
illegal once more. After the Second Opium War in 1860, opium had become
legal, effectively corralling a very consistent covert cash cow.

American forces took the Philippines from Spain, and William Howard
Taft, member, and son of a founder, of the Order of Skull & Bones, while
serving as Governor-General of the Philippines, declared opium illegal
there. As both Vice President and President, Taft later initiated calls for the
Shanghai and Hague Conventions, commencing the steps towards our
modern prohibition – again creating black-market profits and corruption.



Soon there was a spate of U.S. legislative chicanery and other world
events that have helped “bind” us to an extra-Constitutional corporate
cryptocracy ever since:

1913 - Sixteenth Amendment: income taxes.
1913 - Federal Reserve Act: specious corporate currency.
1917/1941 - WWI and WWII: debt, war industry, and jingoism.
1947 - National Security Act: creation of the CIA and the NSC.

To again accomplish the task of effecting a non-cohering generation,
there needed to be in place by 1950 three main things: television, the
“modern” education system and a nascent drug culture. As our author
documents regarding the latter, these would have taken some years to
establish.

In my opinion, a fly developed in the ointment – LSD. It wasn’t
discovered until 1938, and took awhile to develop any notoriety. LSD isn’t
as easy to control as opiates, and it got out of control. Yes it was used, but
with opiates you can simply give out a few free samples and soon have a
dynamic market. Psychedelics do not lend themselves to such simplistic
measures. They can cause intense, life-changing experiences, endearing
them to users, many to the point of becoming proselytizers. Psychedelics
are nothing to be taken lightly, and as with things in general they may
produce good or ill.

***

In 1970 I helped with Vortex I, a state-sponsored rock festival. The
American Legion convention and President Nixon were coming to Portland,
Oregon. For several years there had been violent confrontations wherever
the convention was held, and national groups were gearing up for another
round. We had marched against the war, but many of us locals didn’t want
violence. So instead of a riot there was a week-long party, and a strong
identity was forged. The Rainbow Family was formed there.

We were becoming our own “community,” instead of fodder for a police
state and escalating violence. We were hijacking ourselves out of a scripted
dialectic and stretching for a completely different synthesis. We were
coming together as a generation. We were cohering as hippies.



To connect all the dots would take another book in itself, the short
version goes like this:

Yes, there was a “plan,” but as Robbie Burns has so wonderfully said,
The best-laid schemes o’ mice an’ men

 Gang aft agley [Go often awry].

Onward to the Utmost Future!

Peace,
R.A. Kris Millegan
Publisher, TrineDay
April 5, 2015



Phil Lesh, Jerry’s more explosive and dogmatic other half, comes right out
and says that the Grateful Dead “are trying to save the world,” but Jerry is
more cautious. “We are trying to make things groovier for everybody so
more people can feel better more often, to advance the trip, to get higher,
however you want to say it, but we’re musicians, and there’s just no way to
put that idea, ‘save the world,’ into music; you can only be that idea, or at
least make manifest that idea as it appears to you, and hope maybe others
follow. And that idea comes to you only moment by moment, so what we’re
going after is no farther away than the end of our noses. We’re just trying to
be right behind our noses.

“My way is music. Music is me being me and trying to get higher. I’ve
been into music so long that I’m dripping with it; it’s all I ever expect to do.
I can’t do anything else. Music is a yoga, something you really do when
you’re doing it. Thinking about what it means comes after the fact and isn’t
very interesting. Truth is something you stumble into when you think
you’re going some place else, like those moments when you’re playing and
the whole room becomes one being, precious moments, man. But you can’t
look for them and they can’t be repeated. Being alive means to continue to
change, never to be where I was before. Music is the timeless experience of
constant change.”

– Michael Lyndon, “Good Old Grateful Dead,” RollingStone #40, August 23, 1969
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